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4 OCTOBER 2004

Mr. Christopher J. Farrell
Judicial Watch, Inc.

501 School Street, SW, Suite 725
Washington, DC 20024

Dear Mr. Farrell:

This responds to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA, 5 U.S.C.
§ 552) request of September 20, 2004, which we received via fax
on that date. In general, you requested records relating to my
review of, and action on, a Judicial Watch request for an
investigation of the Navy's decision to award Senator Kerry a
Silver Star, a Bronze Star, and three Purple Hearts for action
in Vietnam. Your letter contains eight numbered paragraphs that
request specific types of documents. This response is keyed to
those paragraph numbers.

In paragraph number one, you asked for "the subject of" my
letter to Judicial Watch dated September 17, 2004, which stated
I would not undertake the investigation Judicial Watch
requested. My Counsel, Lawrence J. Lippolis, spoke to you about
this request by telephone on September 23, 2004. As a result of
that conversation, we understand that paragraph number one seeks
any records we may have that concern Senator Kerry other than
those that pertain to the Judicial Watch request for an
investigation of his medals and awards. This would include, for
example, records of any other investigations of Senator Kerry we
may have conducted.

We carefully reviewed the database we use to track subjects of
our investigations. We found no reference to Senator Kerry.
Conseguently, we provide you a “no records response" to your
paragraph number one. As I indicate below, you may appeal the
response to this part of vour request if you believe we have not
made a reasonable search of our records.

In paragraph number two, you asked for records of our "report,
review, procedure examination, investigation, audit, inspection
and/or findings predicated upon" the request that we conduct the
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investigation described at the outset of this letter. We will
treat this paragraph as a request for all the documents
contained in the file we established after receipt of the
Judicial Watch request. For future reference, we assigned this
file NAVINSGEN Case Number 20040700.

Most of the documents we reviewed consist of the personnel

records for Senator Kerry maintained by the Navy Personnel

Command (NPC). Ordinarily, we would refer those records to NPC

for review and direct response to you. However, since all of

these records are included within the August 2, 2004, Judicial

Wwatch FOIA request, to which NPC has already responded, we do =
not believe we need to make that referral in this instance. We
understand NPC has already provided you the documents it

considers releasable under the FOIA and that you have appealed

the NPC decision not to release portions of some records.

We reviewed a small number of documents that fall under the
cognizance of the Office of the Judge Advocate General and the
Navy Department Board of Decorations and Medals. We have been
authorized to release the Board's documents, which are ¢opies of
0ld instructions and delegations of authority. They are
enclosed in this letter. We redacted the names of people who
provided them to protect their privacy interests. We invoke
exemption (b) (7)(C) for this purpose. We have referred the
records of the Office of the Judge Advocate General to the FOIA
office responsible for those records in order that it may review
them and respond directly to you.

Our file contains a number of records that are readily available
to the public. For example, you provided us a copy of the book
"Unfit for Command." We looked at some public websites,
including Senator Kerry's and copied pages from them. Our file
also includes the investigative article in the August 22, 2004
edition of the Washington Post. Since these records already are
readily available to the public, we do not provide copies of
them in response to your reguest.

We created six documents that are responsive to your paragraph
number two, and we have enclosed them with this letter. We
redacted the names of the people mentioned in them to protect
their privacy interests in accordance with FOIA exemption

(b) (7)(C). While much of the information in these documents is
exempt from release under FOTIA exemption (b) (5) because it is

2
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predecisional and advisory in nature, we invoke that exemption
only for that material that expresses an investigator's opinion.
our decision not to invoke the exemption for other information
in these documents at this time does not constitute a waiver of
our right to invoke the exemption in response to other requests
for these records, or for other records of this nature, in the
future. :

Our file for case number 20040700 also includes correspondence

from four people who contacted us after Judicial Watch made

public its request for an investigation. We treated these

documents as complaints that duplicate the Judicial Watch —
request. In accordance with our duty to protect a complainant's
identity and privacy interests, we are not providing you copies

of these records. We invoke exemption (b) (7)(C) for this

purpose. However, we do provide redacted copies of our

responses to them, which are similar to our September 17, 2004

letter to Judicial Watch, as enclosures to this letter.

Our case file also contains copies of several statutes and
instructions that we looked at during our review of your request
for an investigation. Since you refer to records of this type
in another of your numbered paragraphs, we address them later in
this letter,

In paragraph number three, you request the "names of persons(s)
contacted, interviewed, consulted, deposed, or relied upon

for the matters identified in" paragraph numbers one and tweo of
yvour FOIA reguest. We did not create a witness list during our
review. Where the name of someone who provided information
appears in the records we are providing you, it is exempt from
release under exemption (b) (7) (C) of the FOIA, and we removed
the name to protect that person's privacy interest.

In paragraph number four, you ask for "the legal and/or
regulatory basis" for my decision not to undertake the
investigation you requested. We treat this as a request for
records that document the scope of the Naval Inspector General's
authority to decide what he will investigate.

My statutory authority is codified at 10 USC 5020. The
Secretary of the Navy has given me additional authority in
SECNAV Instruction 5430.57F, Mission and Functions of the Naval
Inspector General. We treated your letter of August 18, 2004 as
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a DoD/Navy Hotline Complaint and processed it in accordance with
DoD Directive 7050.1, Defense Hotline Program, DoD Instruction
7050.7, Defense Hotline Procedures, and SECNAV Instruction
5370.5A, DoD/Navy Hotline Program. All of the foregoing are
available on websites readily accessible to the public.

In paragraph number five you ask for "records, instructions,
regulations, orders and other things that document the lawful
delegation of authority, approval process and procedures for
awards" to Senator Kerry. These records are included in the
documents we obtained from the Navy Department Board of
Decorations and Medals and are enclosed, with the (b) {(7) (C)
redactions noted earlier in this letter.

In paragraph number six you ask for records of any award or
decoration the Navy presented to Senator Kerry in 1968. One
Purple Heart was awarded to Senator Kerry for action that
occurred in December 1968, but it appears that he was not
presented that award until 1969, and we have no records that are
responsive to this request. If you believe our search was not
reasonable, you may appeal it.

In paragraph number seven you ask for records of our
communications with the Inspector General, Department of Defense
(DoDIG) and the Secretary of the Navy concerning matters
addressed in your paragraph numbers one and two. Since those
documents appear in our case file, they are provided as part of
the records responsive to your paragraph number two. Please
note that we communicated our decision to the DoDIG by sending a
copy of our September 17, 2004 memorandum to the Secretary of
the Navy. Our case file contains one letter from the DoDIG to
us; we are forwarding it to the DoDIGC FOIA office for review and
direct response to you.

In paragraph number eight you ask for records of our
communications with anyone other than the DoDIG and the
Secretary of the Navy concerning matters addressed in your
paragraph numbers one and two. The only documents responsive to
this request are the letters we sent other people who asked for
an investigation; they are provided as part of the records
responsive to your paragraph number two.
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There is no charge for the records enclosed with this letter.

I note that you requested expedited processing of this request,
and that NPC denied a similar recquest made in connection with
your August 2, 2004 FOIA request. Because I am responding
within the timeframe you requested, I consider your request for
expedited processing moot.

Since I have denied your request in part, vou have the right to
appeal my determination in writing to:

OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL T
1322 PATTERSON AVENUE SE SUITE 3000
WASHINGTON NAVY YARD DC 20374-5066

To be considered, your appeal must be postmarked within 60 days
from the date of this letter. The enclosed copy of this letter
should be attached along with a statement explaining why your
appeal should be granted. It is recommended that the letter of
appeal and the envelope both bear the notation, "Freedom of
Information Act Appeal.”

I1f you have any questions concerning this matter, my assistant,
Ms. Pat Chase, is familiar with your request and may be of
assistance. She may be reached at (202) 433-2222,

Sincerely, -

R. A. ROUTE
Vice Admiral, U.S. Navy
Naval Inspector General

Enclosures



INSPECTOR GENERAL
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
400 ARMY NAVY DRIVE
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 222024704

A -2 M4
MEMORANDUM FOR NAVAL INSPECTOR GENERAL o -2

SUBJECT: Alleged Violations of the Uniform Code of Military Justice and Federal
Criminal Law

In accordarce with our responsibility under Section 8(d) of Reference (a), (Title 5,

U.S.C., Appendix 3), to “report suspected or alleged violations of chapter 47 of Title 10,
United States Code (Uniform Code of Military Juslwe), to the Secretary of the Military
Department concerned,” the following information is pwvnded for your information and

action as appropriate.

: 'We have received a request to conduct an investigation from officials at Judicial
‘Watch, Inc., citing the recent publication of Unfit for Command, by Messrs. John E,
- O'Neil and Jerome R, Corsi, PhD. Allegations have surfaced that Lieutenant Junior
Grade (LTJG) Jobn Forbes Kerry engaged in dishonorable conduct, made false officiat
reports and statements, misused U.S. government equipment, and committed multiple
violations of U.S. Navy regulations and directives, the Uniform Code of Military Justice,
and the U.S. Code between December 2, 1968 and March 17, 1969, while sexrving on
active military duty in the Republic of South Vietnam. Accordingly, the awards he
received for valor and combat wounds (Silver Star, Bronze Star, three (3) Purple Hearts),
are alleged as being obtained under false pretenses.

In addition, we have a responsibility under Section 4(d) of the Inspector General
Act of 1978, as amended (Title 5, U.S.C., Appendix 3), to “report expeditiously to the
Attorney General whenever an Inspector General has reasonable grounds to believe there
has been a violation of Federal criminal law.” If your review determines that reasonable
grounds exist to belicve any Federal criminal laws have been violated, please notify this
office.

We note that Judicial Watch has forwarded the same allegations to your office.

Please notify this office of any actions you take in response to these allegations. If you
bave any questions, please contact me at (703) 602-1018.

for Inspections and Policy

cc: Secretary of the Navy
General Counsel of the Department of Defense




KEMORANDUM | ‘ l 4 10 September 2004

From: (b)(?)c
To:
Via:

Subj: JUDICTAL WATCH REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATION INTO AWARD OF MEDALS TO
LTJG JOHN KERRY AND HIS POST-VIETNAM SERVICE ACTIVITIES;
RECOMMENDATION TO BOOKFILE WITHOUT FURTHER ACTION

1. In letters of 18 August and 8 Septémber 2004, Judicial Watch (JW), a
nonprofit public interest group, requested an IG investigation into
allegations that medals awarded to then-LTJG John Kerry during his Vietnam
service in 1968/69 were fraudulent and that his post-active duty anti-
Vietnam War activities while still a membar of the Naval Regserve violated
the UCMJ and other statutes. The allegations are based on information
contained in the book, Unfit for Command, and in numerous related news
media interviews and articles.

2. In conducting a preliminary review to determine the investigable merits
of this complaint, I read the book, reviewed related documents in LTJG
Kerry’'s Navy personnel file (as supplemented hy related documents available
on Senator John Kerry’s website), reviewed Awards Board documentation
concerning procedures and delegations of authority at the time of the
events in question, and closely followed related news media articles,
including The Washington Post’s investigative article of 22 August 2004 and
a Newsweek article of 30 August 2004. My findings are as follows:

a. Comparison of awards related documents to procedures and
delegations of authority in place at the time indicates that the
appropriate personnel in authority followed the appropriate procedures.
Thus, there is a presumption of correctness to the documentation underlying
the awards in question. I would note that JW's questioning of the
authority of various individuals who signed award citations, etc., is
clearly without merit, as those individuals had separately delegated
authority at the time, as verified by information on file at the Awards
Board. Similarly, it is apparent that duplicate citations issued under
then-Secretary Lehman’s and others’ signatures in June 1985 were in
response to-a request from Senator Kerry or his office. It isn‘t
altogether clear why the originals weren’'t on file, but there is
considerable correspondence indicating efforts over the years to chase down
various citations, etc. The citations under Secretary Lehman’s name appear
to have been signed by a machine, which would explain why he now doesn’t
recall any involvement.

(bX5)




(b)(S)

f ol hHi5)
ey

I ] The Washington PosC
investigative articlie o ugus was extensive and focused on the
military action leading to his Bronze Star Medal. It was headlined, *Swift
Boat Accounts Incomplete - Critics Fail te Disprove Kerry’'s Vergion of
Vietnam War Episode.” A Newsweek article of 30 August 2004 reported that
Mr. Del Sandusky. who was steering Senator Kerry’s boat during that same
military action, told the magazine’s report T £ ent that
was ¢C letely supportive of the Senator.!

b)(5}

3. ko)s
fb)(S) '

4. Recommend bookfile this complaint without further action. Please
indicate in the space provided below your approval/disapproval of this

recommendation.

NAVIMESGEN ACTION:

The recommendation is l5

R. A. E, VADM, USN Date

o) D. L. Sandusky is the only name listed as an “eyewitness” on the 23 Mar 69 Bronze Star
Medal Award Recommendation that appears on Senator Kerry’'s website and that is also in his
Navy peraonnel record. WNeither the website nor his personne) record contain a Medal Award

Recommendation for his Silver Star Medal.
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From:

To: File

10 September 2004

(W]

Subj: JUDICIAL WATCH AUG 18 REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATION INTO
AWARD OF MEDALS TO LTIG JOHN FORBES KERRY AND HIS SUBSEQUENT
POST-VIET NAM WAR SERVICE ACTIVITIES (hereinafter referred to as “request”);
ENDORSEMENT OF MEMORANDUM FROM N5 SAME SUBJECT

1. Thave reviewed the subject request, the book Unfit For Command, provided as part of
the request, and supplemental information provided on 8 September 2004.

2. I have reviewed all related documents in then-LTJG John Forbes Kerry's Official
Navy Personnel File as supplemented by documents available at Senator John Kerry’s

Website, http://www.johnkerry.com.

3. Ihave reviewed related media articles, web pages and newspaper “investigations”.

4. Ihave consulted with NAVINSGEN attomeys and reviewed OJAG opinion.

5. I'have reviewed NS Memorandum of 10 September 2004 with related references and

documentation.

6. Ebés!

b)(S)
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From: musu-NAWG
Sent: hesday, September 15, 2004 10:27

To: Routs, Ronald VADM NAVIG

Co: Bxre
Subject: FW: NEW YORK POST REQUEST, ICO: SEN KERRY
Admiral,

tb)(S) I

A lot of documents regarding Senator Kerry’s Vielnam service are posted on his wehsite, including a number of
declassified messages describing swift boat missions, casualty reports, etc. We downloaded that material and it was part
of our review package. [Remember the discussion of the initials at the bottom of some of those messages and the critics’

contontion that "KJW"° was Kerry] —

As pointed out in the Drudge article, however, the report on the action that resulted in the Senator's Sitver Star is not
posted. The article says that's because "it supports what the critics have afleged rather than the John Wayne version [the
Senator] has been telling.” We don't know what the Senator's been saying or why it's not posted his website, but the only
detall that's different from the Silver Star citation is the fact that sometody on the bosat shot and wounded the armed VG
before the Senator chased him down and killed him.

[bX5)

Several other points:

- The Drudge article and much of the other criticism is based on the contention that the Si was
basedmmeSenator'sﬂmmjunpashore.mmmvc.kilhm.wmﬁsma;m
it's only 5 fines in a 37 line cilation (the COMUSNAVFOR Vietnam version) that de )

the mission involving the other boails, embarked troops, etc., all of which was under John Kerry’s command as OTC. H
should aiso be noted that there are 3 different versions of the cltation, all posted on the websi#te. The COMUSNAVFOR
Vietnam version, signed by VADM Zumwatlt, is the most detailed and contains more delalls about chasing and killing the
VC. The official version, signed by the delegated award authority, ADM Hyland, CINCPACFLT, says thet he "personally
led a landing party ashore in pursuit of the enemy." The Secretary Lehman version differs slightly from the CINCPACFLT
version, but uses the same words about going ashore and chasing the enemy,

Jpiit for Command addresses the SAver Star In pp. B0-86. It states that there
S TIO N B fy ever Tepoited that the VC was woundad and fleeing when dispatched.” it says RADM Hofiman,
commander of all the swift boals at the time, "was shocked" to find out in 1996 that *[Kerry] had killed a single, wounded

leenage foe as he fied.” It states that CDR Elliott, who wrote the initial draft citation, 't know until 1996 that | was
facing a single, ung VC fieelng in a loincloth ™ It also says that lictt indicated he w Ve )

Please let me know if you would like to have copies of any of the material referred to above.

[b)7)c

(b)X7)c




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
NAVAL INSPECTOR GENERAL
1014 N STREET SE SUITE 106

WASHINGTON NAVY YARD DC 20374-5006
N REPLY REFER TO:

INFO MEMO
17 September 2004

'FOR: SECRETWW

FROM: VADM R. A. Route, Naval Inspector General

SUBJECT: Judicial Watch Request for Investigation

In accordance with NAVINSGEN’s established review procedures, we carefully
examined the Judicial Watch request contained in letters of 18 August and -
8 September 2004 and conducted a review of Senator Kerry’s awards. :

Our examination found that existing documentation regarding the Silver Star,

Bronze Star, and Purple Heart medals indicates the awards approval process was

properly followed. In particular, the senior officers who awarded the medals were
properly delegated authority to do so. In addition, we found that they correctly

followed the procedures in place at the time for approving these awards. -

Conducting any additional review regarding events that took place over thirty

~ years ago would not be productive. The passage of time would make

reconstruction of the facts and circumstances unreliable, and would not allow the
information gathered to be considered in the context of the time in which the
events took place.

Our review also considered the fact that Senator Kerry's post-active duty activities
were public and that military and civilian officials were aware of his actions at the
time. For these reasons, I have determined that Senator Kerry’s awards were
properly approved and will take no further action in this matter.

In accordance with our normal procedures when dealing with a known
complainant, I intend to notify Judicial Watch of the reasons for our decision,
Attachment 1.

RECOMMENDATION: None - for information only.

Attachments:
As stated

Copy to:
IG, DoD



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
NAVAL INSPECTOR GENERAL
1014 N STREET SE SUITE 100
WASHINGTON NAVY YARD DC 20374-5006

N REPLY REFER TO:
2040700
Ser N5/1348
Mr. Thomas Fitton 17 SEP 2004
President, Judicial Watch
Suite 725
501 School Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20024
Dear Mr. Fitton:

This responds to your letters of August 18 and September 8, 2004, requesting an
investigation into Senator Kerry's military awards. By separate correspondence, the =
Inspector General, Department of Defense, who is also an addressee on your letters, o
refexred your request to me for "information and action as appropriate.”

In accordance with our established review procedures, we carefully examined the
process by which Senator Kerry was awarded the Silver Star, Bronze Star, and three
Purple Hearts in 1968 and 1969. We found that existing documentation regarding his
medals indicates the awards approval process was properly followed. In particular, the -
senior officers who authorized the medals were properly delegated authority to do so. In
addxuon, we found that they correctly followed thepmceduresmplaoeattheume for
approving these awards.

Conducting any additional review regarding events that took place over thirty
years ago would not be productive. The passage of time would make reconstruction of
the facts and circumstances unreliable, and would not allow the information gathered to
be considered in the context of the time in which the events took place.

Our review also considered the fact that Senator Kerry's post-active duty activities
were public and that military and civilian officials were aware of his actions at the time.
For these reasons, I have determined that Senator Kerry's awards were properly approved
and will take no further action in this matter.

Thank you for bringing your concerns to my attention.

Sincerely,

R. A.ROUTE



Case Summary for 20040700
as of 27-Sep-04

Receipt Method: Letter NAVIG Action Oﬂlcen

Invastigation Typa: Special Inquides Investigation Status: Closed
InvesBgation Receivad:  25-Aug-04 Dollar Amount Recovered: $0.00
investigation Opaned: 25-Aug-04 Remedles Action:
Investigation Closed: 17-Sep-04 safoty Alest (]
Tvestgation  On 18 Aug 04, Judicial Watch, 8 nonproft, bite inlorest group, wiots to DODIG, NAVIG, CNO,

nongartizan pul
Summary;:  and the Board of Decorations and Medals (copy #0 SECDEF and SECNAV) b e 3 formal complalnt, In the
interest of the American pubiic, requesting an investigation inlo the circumstances sumrounding personal
madals that were awarded to Senator John Kerry for his service as a naval officer in Vietnam duting the
period Dec 1968 through Mar 1965. mcomphkubbmedmhmuﬂywﬂshedbwk,mh

conlradictory
either In the book or In media interviaws. The complaint aiso alleges that Senator Kerry's activities with
Vietnam Veterans Against the War folowing his acliva duty service, but while stifl an lnactive member of the
Naval Resarve, constituted “dishonorable commissioned service,™ In viclation of 18 LISC 853, the
Constitybon, and the UCMJ. - .

NAVIG respomded o Judiclal Walch on 17 Sap 04, advising that we had examined the award process and
found that existing decumentation indicates proper procedures werns followed by the appropitata
mmmmmmmnﬂmmwwmmwmm

productive
and civilian and mitacy officials were aware at the ime. For those reasons, medals
were propey approved and that we would take no further action in this mather.

investigation  On 22 Aug 2004, the Washington Post published 3 lengthy article dotalling the resuits of Itz invesligation into
Remarks:  the various accounty of events and conciuded that Senator Kamy's crilics filed Lo disprove his version of
events in Vietnam. Ampyofﬁhamdabhmﬂe.

vestigation Assign Original Due Dats Current Dyo Dats  Completed

Investigation Assigned To Original Due Datse  Curront Due Dats  Dats Report Recaived Comple

Investigation Cross References

Complainant: Anonymous, vIC
Confidential [1 Complainant Correspondence Date:

SSN: Gender: Racs Rating:
Work Group: ‘

Dhone Nombers

mFor-Officlelbes-tolt...
wefisniastinssserdinosith-theRdsscudct.ol 01 anondiad-BLSC Saction k520 e

Pago 1 of 2



Case Summary for 20040700
as of 27-Sep-04

Subject: Kerry, John F at former Naval Officer VIC
SSN: Gender: Race: Rating:

Work Group  Unimown WA NA . NA

Phoue Numbers

Addresses

Subject
Remarks:

Allegation: UCMJ/Navy Regulation Violation Finding: Not Investigated
Statement of Allegation:

Date Oecnrreds RootCause:

Dispesition:

Rule Vielstion:

Page 20f2



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

NAVAL INSPECTOR GERERAL
1014 N STREET SE SUITE 100
WASHINGTON NAVY YARD DC 20374-5006
IN REPLY REFER TO:
20040700
- Ser N5/1357
(b)(7)c ; 21 SEP 2004

This responds to your letter postmarked Aungust 24, 2004, in support of Judicial Watch’s
request for an investigation into Senator Kerry's military awards.

. In accordance with our established review procedures, we carefully examined the process
by which Senator Kerry was awarded the Silver Star, Bronze Star, and three Purple Hearts in
1968 and 1969. We found that existing documentation regarding his medals indicates the awards
approval process was properly followed. In particular, the senior officers who avthorized the
medals were properly delegated anthority to do so. In addition, we found that they correctly
followed the procedures in place at the time for approving these awards.

Conducting any additional review regarding events that took place over thirty years ago
would not be productive. The passage of time would make reconstruction of the facts and
circumstances unrehable, and would not allow the information gathered to be considered in the
context of the time in which the events took place.

For these reasons, we have determined that Senator Kerry's awards were properly
approved and will take no further action in this matter. Our review also considered the fact that
Senator Kerry's post-active duty activities were public and that lmhtary and civilian officials were

aware of his actions at the time.

Thank you for bringing your concems to our attention.

pov
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(P)7)e IAAUSN-NAVIG

From: NAVIG Hollines
Sent:  Tuesday, September 21, 2004 9:53

To:  [o)ne |
Subject: RE: Lt. John F. Kerry, USNR, Forermer (U.S.

X7 |

This responds to your e-mail of September 3, 2004, concerning Judicial Watch's request for an
investigation into Senator Kerry's military awards.

In accordance with our established review procedures, we carefully examined the process by which
Senator Kerry was awarded the Silver Star, Bronze Star, and three Purple Hearts in 1968 and 1969. We
found that existing documentation regarding his medals indicates the awards approval process was .
properly followed. In particular, the senior officers who authorized the medals we(} properly delegated
authority to do so. In addition, we found that they cormrectly followed the procedures in place at the time
for approving these awards. '

Conducting any additional review regarding events that took place over thirty years ago would not be
productive. The passage of time would make reconstruction of the facts and circumstances unreliable,
and would not allow the information gathered to be considered in the context of the time in which the
events took place. :

Our review also considered the fact that Senator Kerry's post-active duty activities were public and that
military and civilian officials were aware of his actions at the time, For these reasons, we have
determined that Senator Kerry's awards were properly approved and will take no further action in this
matter.

Thank you for bringing your concems to our attcntion.

NAVIG Hotlines
(b)7)c

9/2172004
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DEPARTMENT OF THENAVY
NAVAL INSPECTOR GENERAL
1914 N STREET $€ SUITE 100
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[b)Y7)c er N3/

- 21 SEP 2004

This responds to your letters of August 23 and 24, 2004, suggesting that a Board of
Inquiry be convened to consider Senator Kerry's military awards.

. In accordance with our established review procedures, we carefully examined the process
by which Senator Kerry was awarded the Silver Star, Bronze Star, and three Purple Hearts in
1968 and 1969. We found that existing documentation regarding his medals indicates the awards
approval process was properly followed. In particular, the senior officers who authorized the
medals were properly delegated authority to do so. In addition, we found that they correctly
followed the procedures in place at the time for approving these awards.

Conducting any additional review regarding events that took place over thirty years ago
would not be productive. The passage of time would make reconstruction of the facts'and
circumstances unreliable, and would not alfow the information gathered to be considered in the
context of the time in which the events took place.

For these reasons, we have determined that Senator Kerry's awards were properly
approved and will take no further action in this matier. Our review also considered the fact that
Senator Kerry's post-active duty activities were public and that military and civilian officials were

aware of his actions at the time.

Thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention.
(b)(7)e




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

MHAVAL NSPECTOR GENERAL
1014 N STREET SE SUITE 100
WASHINGTON NAVY YARD DC 28374-5006
IN REPLY REFER TO:
200*;\?700
Ser N5/ 1356
(b)7)e 21 SEP 2004

This responds to your letter of August 28, 2004, requesting an investigation into Senator
Kerry's military awards.

In accordance with our established review procedures, we carefully examined the process ==
by which Senator Kesry was awarded the Silver Star, Bronze Star, and three Purple Hearts in o
1968 and 1969. We found that existing documentation regarding his medals indicates the awards
approval process was properly followed. In particular, the senior officers who anthorized the
medals were properly delegated authority o do so. In addition, we found that they correctly
followed the procedures in place at the time for approving.these awards.

Conducting any additional review regarding events that took place over thirty years ago
would not be productive. The passage of time would make reconstruction of the facts and
circumstances unreliable, and weuld not allow the information gathered to be considered in the
context of the time in which the events took place.

For these reasons, we have determined that Senator Kerry's awards were properly
approved aud will take no further action in this matter. Qur review also considered the fact that
Senator Kerry's post-active duty activities were public and that military and civilian officials were
aware of his actions at the time. :

Thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention.

(b)7)c
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Navy Depariment Board of Decorations and Medals

SECNAV NDRBDM
. 2000 Navy Penfagon
Washington, DC 20350-1000

(b)(7)c
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGYON, D. C, 20350 SECRAVINST 1630, 1D
Op-09B
Ser 3859
{7 DEC 1968

SECNAV INSTRUCTION 1650.1D

From: Secrotary of the Navy

. Tas All Ships and Stations

Subj: Navy and Marine Corps Awards Manual

1, Burpose. Thbir Instruction sets forth Informption and regulations
concarning current awards available to individuals and uvnits in tha Naval
Service. - Also included herain is policy guidanca governing the acceptance .
and retention of decorntions and gifts from foxeigan povernments,

2. Coycellation. The following inptructions and notiges are canceled;

s - SRCNAVINST 11650,1C of 16 August 1963, Wayy and Marine Corps Awards
Manorl (lesgs Aunnex I1) '

b, SECNAWNOTE 1630 of 17 July 1967, Subji Becretary of the Navy
Comncndation for Achicvewent;redesignation of, (Canceled for recoxd
purposes 1/31./68)

C. SECNAVROLE 1650 of 17 July 1967, Subj: Meritoxicus Unit Com-
uondstion; cctablishment of, (Canceled for rocord purposes.1/31/68)

d. SECNAVIKST 1650,26 of 22 Oct 1966, Subj: Reopublic of Vietnam
Campadpn Medoal with Dovice (1960 - ) '

€» SECNAVINART 1630.28 of 17 July 1967, Bubj: Delegation of Authority
Lo Avard Military Decorationa

£, SECNAWNOTE 1650 of 6 Feb 1968, Bubjs Decorations end Gifts from
Foraipgn Covernuente, (Qanceled for rotord purpeses ¥2/35148)

g, SECNAVNOTE 1650 of 22 Nov 1967, Subj: Avard Certificates. (Canceled
for veeord puvposos 4730/768). . .

3. Action. Annex II of SECNAVINST P1650.1C will Le attached te this
Instruction and retained pending revisions izsucd by the Chief of Naval
Personnel, Annex 11, acd revisjoas thereto, will eventually be
incorperated fnto a separpte publicavion,



SRCNAVINST 1650.1D
17 Decomber 1268

4, Effective data. This Ingtruction £z effeotive upon receipt.
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, Hify the decnintion, the tndividual must clearly
rendor himself congpicuoua Abnve his conirades
by nn act so outstanding that it eleurly dis-
linguishes bis gollantry boyond the eall of duty
from lesser forms of bravery; and it must be
Lke type of deed which if not done would not
enbject hin {o any justificd eriticism, The deed
must be without delrlment to the miaglon of
his conmiand or to the coromand 1o which
attached.

2. Navy Cross.
& Authorizalion~--10 U.S.C, 6242

b. Eligibility Requirements--Awovdod to
a porcon who, while gexving in any capacily
with the Navy or Marine Corps, distinggighes
himself by extrnordinary heroltia not justify-
ing the award of the Medal of Honor—

(1) whilo epgaged in an action against
an ency of the Unlled Stotes;

(2) whilo engaged in militsry opera-
livng Involeing: conflict with an oppesing for-
el force; ox

(8) while gerving with fricndly forefgm
. forves ongaped in an arined confliet agatnst an
oppasing armmed force In which the United
#itatey Is not o belligoront parly.

To warraut this distinctlve decoralion, the
peb or the ozeention of duly must be perfermed
in the prencove of great danger or at preat
personal risk awd must be porformed in sach a
wmananr as bto vender tho indlvidual highly eon-
spfenons umong othors of equal prade, rate,
experionce, ov position of responsibility. An acs
cmnlation of minor aects of horolsm does not
justify {ho award, The high standards de-
manded nuiat ho borne in mind when Yecom-
nanding the award.

3. Diskingrvished Service Medal,
a Authorization~—10 U.8,¢. 6243,

. b, XRgilbilily Requiremenls~-Awarded to
& perzon who, whilo serving in any capacity
with tha Navy and Marine Corps, distingulshes
himsell by exceptionally meritorious serviee to
the Unilrd Stalez in & duly of great responsi-
billty. To juslify this decoration, an exceptiona]
performmanee of duty, elearly above that nor-
mally expected, which has contribuled mate-

rislly to the sueccss of o major command or

project, J3 requived, In general, the Distin-
fulshed Ssrevice Medal will be awsrded only to

those officors {n principal commands at sea or in
tho field whoze service Is such ng Lo justify the
award. Bowever, this shall not be interpreted
to preclude the award of the Distingnished
Service Medal to any individual whose service
meets tho requirements, If there is any doubt as
to the degree of service involved, the Legion of
Merit is the more appropiiats awaxd,

. 4. Silver Star Medal,
a. Authorization—10 US.C, 6244,

b. Bligdbility Requmm.—Awnrded to
B person who, while serviog in any eapacity
with the Navy or Marine Corps, is cited for
gallantzy in setion (hat does not warraut a
Medal of Honor or Navy Cross—

(1) while engaged in an action against
an chemy of the United Statos;

(2) while cngaged in military opera-
tions fuvolving conflict wilh an opposing fox-
elgn force; or
) {3) whilo zexrving with friendly foreign
forves engrged in an armed conflict =gainst an
opposing armed fores. in which the United
States is not a belligerent party.

The herole act(s) performed rayst render the
individusal conspicuous and well above the stan-
dard expected. An accursulation of minor acta
of heroism normally doez not justify the award,
buf nnususl or excapiional cases will be de-

‘cided on their morils, A

5. Legion of Merif, '
e, Authorization.—10 U.8.C. 1121,

b. Bligihility Requiremsnts.—Awarded to
a meimnber of the Armed Forces of the United
States or of a friendly foreign nation who dis-
tiuguishes himsctf by execptionally meritorious
conduct in poxforming oulstanding servics,
(1) For U.S. Military Personnel.—This
award will b madoe to U.S. military personncl
without reference to degyee, and for each guch
award, the Legion of Metit (Leglennaire) will
- ba issued. To juslify this decoration, the ser-
vica rendered muat hive been eomparable to
that required for the Distingufshed Service
Medal but in a duty of lesser though eonsider
sble responsibility. In genersl, the Leglon of
Merit will be awarded to oficers in lesser com-
mands at sea or principal ¢ommands on shore
who have performed such oxecplionally merf-
lorious servico as to juslify the award of the

22
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¢. (redil for Purposes of Advancement in
Raling—For personnel of the Navy, credit
points ara allowed for certaln awards to o max-
fmum of 15 poiuts in areiving at a final multiple
for purposes of advancement in rating. (For
further details and Hst of eredituble awards,
gea Manual of Advancoment in Rate or Rating,
NAVPERS 1608D,)

118, PERGONNEY ELIGITR _
" 1.”Anyono who mects the dligibility criteria
for an award may bo recommended for it by
sy oflicor senior to tho individaal being ree~
onmniended,

2. Members of Roszerve components, whilo

- paviicipating in authorized periods of training
or while In active slubns, may be considered
for aAll military decoraifons provided the act,
achleveraent, or servico wos in fortharanco of
the Navy and Marine Corps mfsslons or fune-
tions and meets the established eritevia,

& Tn dolermining eligibility, the {erms “na-
val service” and “serving fn any capacity with
the US, Navy,” as used in this fnstruetion in-
tlude gervice in the 1.5, Marine Corps and In
thio U.8. Const Guard when the Const Guard or
nnis thercof operato under the control of the
Havy.

4, U,5. Naval Acadany midshipmen are eon-
afderel ta be on active duty imd therefore eligi-
blo for those awards for which {hey may
qualify,

5. NROTC nidshipmen nre cligible for
awards for which they may qualify when sorv-
ing on netive daty but not for poriods spent as
full-time eollegre sludents,

8. Merchant Marine Roserve service ia ered-
Hable only when sueh service is concurreat
with U.9. Naval Reserve sotvico,

7. Awards to U.S. Naval personnel from
other T0.S. Armed Forces. Personnel of the
Navy and Marina Corps serving with other
branches of the Armed Forces are pulhorized
to accept awards tendered by smch other ger-
vices with the eonourrence of SRCNAV, CNOQ,
or CMC ns approprinate, provided they ave not
given for the yame aet or service for which a
prevlous nward has been made by the Navy,

B. Awards to U8, Army and U.S, Air Force
porsonnel.

¢. Reecommendntions. —- Rocommondations

for Navy decorations to Army or Air Forco
personnel will be submitied to tho Secretary
of the Navy via tho Chief of Staff of the Army
or Alr Force, as appleable,

b, Liwmilations.

(1) Army and Air Force personne! are
eligibla 1o reccivo from the U.S. Navy any of
the military decorations listed herein except
the Maedal of Honor.

(2) Army and Air ¥orce personnel will
not be awarded a Navy decoration for services
which have uircady boen rocognized by an
Army or Alr Force decoration.

0. Forclgn awards to U.8. persomnel (ses
¢h. 7). _

ch. €),

13, Military awards to civiliang,

e. Keeommondations. — Recommondation
for an award of a military decoration to a
clivilian shall bo forwarded to the Secretary of
the Navy (Navy Departmént Board of Doco-
rations and Medals) via the administrative
chain of command and the Chief of Naval Op-
erations. .

b, Limitations~—The laws, cxecutiva or-
ders and other directives governing the award
of certain docorations provide that they shall
Lo awarded to any person who, while servipg.
in any capacity with the naval servico qualifics
therefore wnder certnin conditions, Thiz would
include civilians, By such eriteria, the follow-
ing are decorations for which clyillang eould
qualify: Navy Cross, Distinguished Service
Medal, Silver Star Medal, Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross, Navy and Marine Corps Meds),
Bronzo Star Medal, Afr Medal, Navy - Com-
mendation Medal, and Purple Heart, Tho Dis-
tinguished Service Medal 1a awarded only with
the approval of the President. Civilians aroe not
normally awarded military decorations. When
U.S8. nonmiljitary decorstions are availabla for
specific scrvices rendered, they are considered
more appropriats for eward to civilians than
military decorations,

119. ATTACIIMENTS

Attachmenis are worn in accordance with
current uniform regulations, therefore, only
thelr signifieance is dealt with hero,

10. U.S. awards 1o foreign personmel (see -

-9
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1. Stare~--There are four varlations of siars
uged on decorations and medals,
¢. 5/16 tieh Gold—worn o0 personal
militnry desorntions 1o denote coch subzequent
awird recelved,  (Stxike/Fliaht Air Mednl

awards are of & speelal catogory, sce pora §,

Talow.)

b §/16 fach Hilver—worn in lem of five
£old stars in ordet to reprosont five subscquent
awads.

e, /18 ineh Bronze—worn on it cam-
paign, and service swards 1o denole cngnse-
mepts or eamipaigns or subssguept awards
errned. A speclal applieation is ihe use of this

© glar to fudieate tho initial special ndividusl

award of the Alr Medal. Thus it denetes that
the medal or ribhon represcnts an initlal award
carnpefl ontside of tho abrike/fHght system.
Second and subsequent awards wre represented
as indicated in pavas (a) and (b) above,

d, 8/16 inoh Silvex—worn on unit com-
gninn. and s2rvice awards in lHeu of fiva Bronga

Lo,

& Combaé  Distinguishing . Device—The
1ronge lettor V™ iy authorized for weanr on the
foltowinpr dosorations If the award 15 for nols
or sevvicen invelving dlvaet portfeipation in
eombat ¢porations; Legion of Motit, Dronzo
Btar Moda), Joint Sorvice Commendation Med-
nl, Navy Conmmondation Meds), Navy Achipve.

ment Medal, Tn mll enses, the citation must

Spactlically aulhovize the Comimt Distinguish-

fng Device, Eligibility for decorations and dis-
tinguishing devicos awordad for eombat shall

" be based npon acts or services by individuals

who are exposed to personal hazard due lo di-
root hostile actions, or immivenca of such ac-

tion, and not solely upon the geographicnl aren ~

in which the acts or sexvices are performed,
Tach casc must be judged on its own merits.

3. Strike/Flght Device—~b/16 inch Bronze
arabic numerals to denote strike/flight awards
of the Air Modal. The number worn will in-
dicate the total-number of sich awards earned
subsequent 1o 9 April 1962,

4. Oak Leaf Clusters.—-These are used by
the Defense Department, thn Army, and the
Air Force to denote subsegnent awards of deoo-
rationn, There ave four variations of Oak Leaf
Cluslers as follows:

a. 18/32 inch Bronze—worn on the gus-
pension ¥ibbon of the medel to denoto each
subsequent award,

b. /16 ineh Rronzo——worn on xibbon
bara to denote each subsequent award.

¢, 18732 inch Sjlyer—worn in Heu of five
Bropze Oak Yeaf Clusters on the suspension
rfhbon of the medal.

d. 5/16 inch Silver—worn i liou of five
Bronze Dok Leaf Clusters on the ribbon bar.

b, Additiona) auinchments which havo lim-
fted appliealion auro Usted with the awards to
which they apply.

Seetion 2.~—Adminkeative Procedares

121, PREFARATION OF RECOMMUNDATIONS

L Initlation~—A  recommendation for the
pward of a militry docoration may be sph-
mitted by any officcr sendor to the fudividunl
baing yegorimuaulad having knowledge of an
act, uchievement, or sorvies which may war.
rant sBuch award. It will bo submitled es

& suceesyful awards systom, A recommendation
must be submiited aa soon as possible follow-
ing the act, achievement, or service upon which
it s based. All recomwendations, including
those transilted clectriczily, must be appro-
prialely justified and sufficiently detailed to al-
low proper evaluation and decision,

pranplly pa-prasticable—following-the-ack-or- ----—b, Normnlly; except these Instances In.

¢ term of the soxvice to which the receramenda-

dion refers. A recmmnendntion originated hy
bther than the commanding oflicer of the indi.
vidun) canecrned shiould be forwarded to the
commandiug officer {or cororaent und/or ree-
oxmnendation prioy to forwarding via chain of
command,
2. Thnokucss.
a. Timely veeommendation s easential to

voiving retirement or separation, Individua)
recommendationg for an award of a decoration
Tor meritorious sexvies will ba processed so that
it approved, presentation may be made at the
Individual's new duty station,

¢. Tu olher than execptional cases, a min-

irmvm of 2 months should be nllowed for
administralive processing of award recom-
mendations,

1-8
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d. Bvery effort should be made to present
ponthumnons awards to the next of kin within
90 days ofter the Individual concerned is de-
clared dead,

3. Preporation,

¢. Format—Individual reconynendstions,
prepared on the standard award recommenda-
{ion form (NAVPERS 1650/68), -(fig. 1-2)
ity be submilted by tho originnting command
in pen or penell. Where additional space s re-
-quired, shests of standard alze paper may be
nppended, A gseparale form will be wsed for
vich awerd helug recomiended. Additfonal
ropiean will ho prepaved only Lo the extent re-
quived by the originating command. Where In-
formnation to completa the form is not available
{0 the originating colnmand, hlanks will be left
for complotion by endorsing senfors,

b. Summary of Action—Ench recommen-
dntlon Tor & decoration is evaluated on the
nierits of the fusiifieation containad thevein.
Genernlities and cxeess use of supanlatives
shonld ho avoided as ghould the job deseription
approach. An obiaclive summary giving spe-
elfic cxamplos of the performance and manner
of pecomplisking it together with the results
and Lenefits derived therefvora should be pre-
saented. The smount of detsil and gupporting
docjimentation required will depend upon tho
cirernrastances and the nature of the award be-
1oy reconunended. Where appropriato and prac-
ticahle statements of two cyowilnesses shonld
ba appended, :

¢. Medal of Honor.~In addition to other
for award of Medal of Ifonor (ace fig, 1-3) will
secompany recommmendations for Lhiz award,

d. Life Saving Awerds~—Recovmenda-

tione for ewards involving lile saving shonld
inelude the following:

(1) If procticable, statomentz of at
lonst two eéyewlinesses. Such statevaents shonld
furnish accounts of the Incident, including
opinions as 1o whether tho porsen for whom
the award Js sought fmperilad his life,

(2) Tho preclss loealily of the rescuc
or attuupted reseue, o herofe nction.

(8) Tho date, time of Any, nature of
wuoather, including force of the wind, condition
g lamperature of the water if applicable, and
anwunt and source of light if at night.

(4) The names of all persony rendering
assistanes and the nature of the asaistance,

(6) A frechand sketoh of the sccne, in-
cluding distanees, location of assiztance, and
heights of plers or vessels from which rescue
efforls were started, as applicable.

(8) A statement as to the swimming
quallfications of the rescuer if applicsblo. (See
srt. D-2502, BulPers Manual for Navy person-
nel; and Marine Corps oxdar 1510.2 for Mavins
Corps personnel,)

(7) An aceount of the cooperstion or
Jack thereof on the part of the perzon belng
resened,

(8) A rescue from borning sghould be_ -

" deserlbed In great detall, ineluding the aid re-

ceived by the rescuey, the extent of the burns,
and o deseriplion of tha outcr clothing of the
resever.

9) Itis mphasized that recommenda-
tions should fnclude the gbove, but should not
necersarily be limited to that Informahon.

¢, Cilation.—A proposed cifation (sce -

Article 243) must accompany the recom-
mendation for an awnrd, Under field and/or
combat conditions this cilation may be drafied
at on echelon ghove the originating command.
Roecipients of awards are entitled to 'well-pre-
pared citations, which will be cherished by
them and be n source of pride to their families.
Fundamonlally, a citation is an 2ecount of he-
rofc nets or an enumeration of meriloxous
achiovernents or services. Although 2 citation
is lavdatory and formalized, this In itso!f can
ncver justify the inclysion of exngger.xted
statemients regarding accomplishments or jn-
sineere commendatory remarks reparding the
individus). Tt must agree with the resommon-
dation as to date(s) and duty station and as~

‘signment of the Individual, It must be fectusl,

contain no clasgified information, and be ndapt-
able to publication by news media. A citation
congisis of thiee parts:

(1) Opening Sentenco~—The opening
sentence of the body of the cilatfon eonsists
of » standayd phrase deseribing the degree of
meritorious or herafe service as specified for
tach awnrd; the duty assignment of the in-
dividual; the inclnsive dales of sorvice on which
the recommendation is based; and if desired &
deseription of operations of the unit to which

1-11
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* ¥igtre 12, —~SUNMARY OF RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD OF MLDAL OF JIONOK

Nuwa? o

Oxgnnizationt..

Ttats or rank sl ima of action:

- MNext of kin:

Parsov who mgsisted: o

— g s o

Conditions Undov Which Act Performed
Tawations - Weathery
Date: .-~ Znemy condition:
Terrens oo vaeirmms e Friendly condition:

Narrative Desersption of Gellant Conduct

- A VrREITY & e Gesve

e bt s ¢ oy it —
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attached. Opomnz phrases for speciflc deco-
raiions:

Medel of Uongr~—"For consplouous gak
Inntry and intrepidity at the risk of his
life above nud Leyond tha eall of duty
L N

Napy Cross~~TFor extranrdinary hero-

Distinguished Serviee Medol—For ex~
ctplionally nieriforious porvice to the
Government of the Ugiled Slates In a
duty of great responsibility ¢ » =

Siwer Star Medal~'"For conspicucus gal-
Jantry and intropidily in nctlon * + *”

Leglon of Merit~*For exceptionslly mex-
ftorions conduct in the pexformanco of
outztanding saxvico » ¥ »*

Distinpuished Fiying Crose.—"For hero-
jsm (or extrapndinary achijevement)
while participating in aerfal Qight &  »~

Navy ond Maring Corpa Mcdal.—"l"
herolsin & ¢ o7

Dronza Star Medal~~T'or heroie achieve-
ment (or maritoxious achievement) (or
maritorious sorvice) (or herale zeryice)
in connection with operations against
the enemy (qr operations invelving
conflict wilh an opposing foreign
fom) * & ¢

Afr Medal—"For heroic (or meritorious)
achicvement In aerdal flight » + *

Nevy Commendation Medol—"For hevoic

achicvement (or meritorious achieve-
ment) (or heroic servies) (or meritori-
ous scrviee) whilo serving as * ¢ ¥
Nuvy Achievemcn! Medal—“Tor leader-
ship (or pmfessionn]) achicvement in
the superior pérformance of his dutles
whila zerving ag * ¢ #¥
(%) Statement of Meraio/Moritoricus
Achiovement of Service—The gecond part of
ihe cltation idemtifies the veniplent by name,
deseribes his specific duty assigrunents, his ac-
complishments, and the oulstanding personal
slributes displayed by him, 'The degeription
of {he individual's nchlevements must show
eloayly that they ware sufficient to justify the
pward recomunended, Value of vesulis of
achievernonts may 8150 he incladed. If duty was

_ performed in actual combat, the citation should

fo stute, No classified in!orma.l.mn. however,
may ba ineluded in the propmed citation, even

though the rcecoromendsifon which it accom-
paniez may contain cJassified information.

(3) Commendatory Remarky—~The third
purt of the eitation states that the ontstunding
attributes, moniioned or implied in the second
part, reflected great eredit upon the Individgal
and wers in keeping with the highest tyaditions
of the U.8. Naval Scrvice,

122, SUBMISSTON OF RECOMMENDATI ONS

1. General Considerations,

¢. All recommendationa for awavrds will
be processed a5 expeditionsly as possible con-
slstent with a full and considered evalmation,

b. Recomumendations for awards should be
closcly hold consistent with good administra-
tivoe practices, In pertlenlar, their existtucs
should not bo discloged {0 the rovormmended in-
dividual or to tho noxt of kin prier to action
by the awarding anthority. Premature pubife-
ity must ba avoided. Medal-of Honor xecom-
zg::x;dahons shall be marked “For Official Uso

¢. When a recommeéndation originates in
a wified or Joint command or operation,
MAAG, ox tission, it shall be forwarded for
comment, to the urified or joint commander or
the chicf of the MAAG or mission who then
Sorwavds it to the awarding anthority,

d. Awards recommended for Aymy or Air
Force personnel will be forwarded via the par-
ent eervice for coneurrence.

e. Special provisiong for the submission of
unit swards are set forth in chapter 8,

2. Trarsmittel—Recominendations shall be

&ddrossed to the aujhority empoworod to ap-

prove the award recommended (see psra 115,
Delegation).

0. For Personnc! Assigned to the Operat-
ing Forees of the Newy-—Recommendations
shall be forwarded, where appropriato, via the
Fleet, Commander in Chief and Chief of Naval
Operations, with copics provided to command-
ers of intermediate echelons. In eases com-
cerning Marincs, recommondationg ghall be
forwarded via the Jommandant of the Marine
Corps before transmittal to the Chief of Naval
Operations. Commanders recetving information
copies of the rcecommendations may provide
comments, if desired, to the Fleet Commander
in Chiel. Such comments will bo submitted in
timely fashion in accordance with Instructions
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fagued by the Tlaot Commander in Chief, It s
ewmphnsized that menuingful communis are
gought, and sulnnission will most likely be ap-
propriale only in thoso cases whore there is dis-

:.arroon\cut wilh the original reconmendation.

foi e b Por Persorael Not Assigned to the Op-

Q-,!‘
14

e mpren =

| RZx aling Fovees of the Navy—Recommenda-
" Itions shall be forwarded as follows:

{1) Navy Personnel—-Via the adpdnis-
:trnilve chain of command and the Chief of
"Naval Qperotions whare appropriate,

2) Mariao Corps Pergonnel—Via the
rdministralive chain of command and tha Com-
mandant of the Marina Corps,

e, Recdsmnandations for tha Parple Heart
ghall e forwarded direetly to the Chief of
Npwal Pereoonef/Commondint of the Marine
Corpz, or other delegatod puthoclly, as appro-
priste, without ruferencs to tho chain of com-
mnnd,

d, Specinl provisions applying to the

Melal of Honor:
. {1) l{ocmmendations for-the-awar
‘the Medal of Ionor inftiated wilhin. gerviee
channels will bo forwarded. to the appropriate
Unified ar Specilied Commandar and, if appro-
printn Joint Tnuk Force Gommnndcr tor pro-
eensing to-tho JCA,

{2) Recormmendations which have been:
endorsed by the JOS will be reforred to the
Hoerctary of the military depariment con.
e2rned for appropriate action.

{3) remature public disclosure of in-
forination conceniing recommendations, pro-
ecnsing, ond approval/disapproval actions is
a poteniial souree of embarvazgmcut to these
recommended and, in the case of fmally ap-
provod recominendations, could dlminish the
Impact of covedwantes at which the awards are
made. To prevent premaiore dizclosure, pro-
sesaing of Medal of Hopor recommondations will
be handled or 2 “For Offielal Use Only” bssis
unlil the awards are officially nwnounced or
nve presentnd,

& Actions of Awarding Authority,

. When 5 comsnand reeelves g vecommen-
dutlon for m award wiich if is empowered to
approve, it may take one of tho following ag.
tHons:

{1} Approve tho award.
(2) Approve a bighor nward or recom-

roend a higher award to a higher echelon if
raguired.

(3) Where npproprlnte, carefully con-
gider the rocommendation int the light of tha
criterla of a Jower nward and approve such
nward,

(4) Neturn the roeeommendation Tor
further clarificrtion or justification,

(5) Approve no award.

b. Recommendations fox awards proevi-
ously disapproved by an awarding aunthority
may bo roconsidercd only upon pregentation of
new and relovant material evidence which was
1ot avallable at the time of the original recom-
mondation,

¢. The awarding authority will isspe the
medal and eltation for any award approved,
(Awards for poxsoppel Killed or missing in ac-
tion—ses art. 115.1.d).

d, After completing his action, oven if no

awnvd {2 approved, the awarding anthority will,

transmit 2 copy of tho citation, if issued, to-

ward-of gelher wilh the file of correspondence, dirvect

{0 tho Secretary of the Navy (Board of Decora-
tions and Medals) for review and subsequent
filing in the Mdividual's jacket by Commandant
of the Marine Corps ox Chief of Naval Person-
nel, A cortificate to support cach ciizijon will
be izsued to the individual concerned.

e, Casos reguiring approval by the Beere-

tary of the Navy will be processed by the Board

of Decorations and Medals (sec art. 116). For

theso cases the Secrefaxy of the Navy will issue
. eltations and cortificates.

123. PRESENTATION OF DECORATIONS
Presentation of mililayy decorations should
be mnade as soon as practicable after approval
and with ceremony appropriste to the nature
of the award and consislent with any special
circumstanecs that may exist. Such presenta.
tiona afford exccllent opportunities for the
enhancement of command and community rela-
tons and should be appropristely publicized.
1. Medal of Honor—The Medal of Honor
Will be presented ag direrted by the Prerident.
‘2, Al Otihker Decoralions,~The (hief of
Naval Parsonnel or the Commandant of the
Mearine Corps, as eppropriate, will ake ar-
rengements in accordance with established
polioy for presenialion or delivery of the medal
and cltation/earttficate to the resipient, or in

1-14



Navy Department Board of Decorations and Medals

SECNAV NDBDM
2000 Navy Pentagon
Washington, DC 20350-1000

To: PN

From:

(bX7)c

(b)(7)c

—Nuinher of P'ascs (including cover shect)

- Plase pep.2 55 the Lot fo
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— S INST 16€D . 28
See pp I 423
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23 2op 1963

30 Sep 19063

19 Fab 1965

6 Aug .].965
9 Sep 1965
30 Avg 1905

3 May 1966
23 Jul 1960
11 Sop 19640
50 Nov 1045

17 Jul 6%
3 Ang 1967

14 Aup 1967

e W A AE R T

VIEPNAM

DELEATION OF AUTHORITY
COEUW 4 Ser 781 authorizod CINCPAGFLT to award Strike/¥light
Al #wialy for Viotnam oporations
L ILCPACKLT 1ty Sor 15/ 4461 aubdelepated anthoridy te GGIMFPAC Lo
aned strike/Flight Adr Medals for Vietnem operations

NOTH:  Certificatos for theac awards were issued by SECNAV

HLEY wag 1922534 to CINCPACFIT for Navy und Marine Corps porsonnsl

pocticipabing in combat operations in Southeast Awia(SFA) authority -

Leoapoveve:  88M, LOM, DPC, B8SM, AM, NCM, NAM, PH
OTHEAGELT INST 1650.1 (copy not held) subdolepnted nbove authority
tn i YHPPAC

SINHAY anthorived CINCPACFIT to subdolegate authority to make
Slriks/Flight Air Medel awards to COMSEVENTHFLT -

CINCPACH)TINST 1650,1A aubdelegated authority to COMSEVENTHFLT to
samvd Strike/Flight Adr Medals for Vietnam operationa

REELY m2z 2016402 Aug 65 to CINCPACFLY -~ ALL IN ABSENYTIA ;
sisar will be forwarded to SEONAV for final aotion &
ShO: g i’llelBZ to CINCPACTFLY uuthordzed CINCPACFLY 4o mako follow-::
ion wda to GOASE GUARD personnsl operating with the Navy in Viotnam:
SHSKAVIKST 1650.25 (NBDM2JAF/giu) deleguted authority to commanding

IRILAY wrg 1123522 Aug 66 to GINGFACFLT authorizod award of NCM to
Goast Guard parsonnel gerving with Navy in Vietnam {modified SECNAV |
pog OFLILEZ May 66)

SiHMAY wmz 3002354 Nov 66 to GINCPACFIT delegated authority to award
o, T, RS, AM, NCM to foreign military personnel in SEA for heroly
desde { Limited to CAPT/COL apd below) The authority may be sub-
delegated to CG IMFPAC .
sechavinst 1650,28, Subj: Delegation of Auth to award ml&,“
CRO msg 0319204 Aug 67, effective L Aug 1967 dolegated authority to
CILHCPACFTL, CINCLANCFLY, CINGUSNAVEUR to award SSM, LOM, and all
Lessoy naveonil docomtions except to immediate staff membern and
T i) sl KIA o MIA. ,
CRATRA & OOMBIS - enthority to award 0SM, AM, NCM, AND all lesaer
waccnmal dacorabions except to imuodlate staff members and KIA and
FiL pordonnel .
CTHCUSNAVEUR subdelegeted to COMBIKTIINLT effective ) Aug 67
CPENETT wmag 142112 Ang 67 subdolegated anthority to COMSEVENTHFLT
TUGIFIT to award BSM, AM, NCM, and NAM except for immedisz be
mbors and MIA and K1A perasonnel.

i 7
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34 Aug 1967 -« GINCPACFLT mop 1421132 Aug 67 subdelegated to OG FMFPAC for other
than 8IA combat oporations authority to award BSM, AM, NCM, NAM o
to inmcdiate staff members and KIA ond MIA, FOR SPA Combat opsra
authordty as proviously delegated.

28 Auy 1967 -+ UG FMFPAC msg 1822392 Aug 67 subdelegated to CG IIX MAF authority
to eward BSM, and loaser peragonal decorationa to Navy and Marine
Sorps pargonnel. goriously wounded during combat operabtions under
conditiong which warrant recegnition

7 Scp 1967 - GH0 wag 0319202 Aug 67 modificd by CNO msg 07032(2 Sep 67 ~ effec!
15 Sop 1967 dolsgeted muthorities will sign citations. SECNAV wil
algn and issuo certificatos for nwards approved by dalegatﬁd-
authorities.

7 May 1903 - GMO wsp 07133062 Muy 68 -~ SECNAV approved modification of SECNAVID
1650.28 to expand delegition of authority to include XIA apd MIA ¢
FEffootive imnodintoly CNO delegaboa aubhority to:

s, CINGPACFLT, CINGCIANTFLT AND CINCUSNAVEUR te nward SSM, LOM «
all leeger personal. desorations - oxcept to immcdiate staff
members, To aubdolegate to commandexs in grade of VADM & I
of Fleats and forces including IMF authority to award BSM, A
NCM and all lessger personal decorations except to immedlate
staff membora.

b, OCRAITRA AND COMSTS -~ BSM, AM, NCM and all lesser personal
decorations except to immediats stuff members.
s, CHNAVPERS -~ PNl 4o all pursonmcl KIA or MIA.

11 May 1968 - OINCUSNAVIUR mog 1111252 Muy 68 dolegalod to COMSIXTHFLT authority
ko avard D8M, AM, NCM and all losser porsonal decorutions except
ri immediate gbaff membora,

18 Jun 1963 ~  CINGPACKLY wmsg 1.82104% Jun 68 expanded previously delegated
aubhority to CG FMFPAC for other than SPA Combat operations to
award BSM, AM, NCM, NAM to Navy and Marine Corps personnel serving
unite assigned to FMFPAG, including XJA and MIA cases, Not to
iasclude imnedinte staff members.

Authority may be subdeleguated to CGIIT MAF to award BSM, AM, NCM, :
i12M to Navy and Marine Corpam personnel for SEA combat oporations
céurdng Vietnam confliet oxcept to immodiate ataff wmombera.

18 Junr1968 -+ GINCPAGFII msg 1821077 Jun 6B auwthorizod delegation to COMBYVENIHII
and COMIFIRSTPIT to award DSM, AM, NCM, and NAM including both combe
[ ——— aznd meritorious awards and alpo for KIA and MTA. (Not immcdiate
e ™\ ataf? meonbearys
2 Sep 1063 \ - CINCPACFTY mag 2918382 Sep 68 anthority to COMNAVFORV to award
- ,'// &M, AM, NCM and NAM to USN and MG persommsl including KIA and MIA
T e 2 coumbat and merilorions awards included.
& - 4} . "W gt v D -
9 Doe 1963 _ % ‘1{‘”1'}& .r.;g %?t:.ce i;uhi: Avord of Purplo Hesrt. Authority to

nuval hospitels receiving battle ocasualties
to arard Purplo Hearts.

2
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6 Feb 190

a5 Pob ®

13 Jua 199

—  SECAAY 1o CHL7374 Feb € to CINCGPACFIT authoxrized CINCFACFLT
ta~couery in Award rocommendation for 38M and lesser awads to Navy
& Maxinn Gorps pergonnol. (Not to include flapg/gonsrsl offioers)
Authority bay be pubdelegated to CGFMFPAC for MC poraonael.

~ CINCTAGIIT magr 2521024 Feb (9 delgated aubhority to COFMFPAC as
aubhoritad shove.

~  SEGNAVINGT 1650.31 , Subj: Special Award Authority for
Comix T, Unrrutions



29 Ape 1970 . - Sal u*'\l THY? 1.650,314 - Spocial Award Authority for Combat Oporations.
..E & ay authorlzo CINCPACFLT to subdologate to CG FMFPAC tho
v.:,xt}wc;:ri‘hy to award S8M, and losaor personal dscorations,
Aathorlzo CINCPACFIT Lo concur in recommendations for SSH and ledser
porsonal decoratlons tendered by othor services to membera of the
ravzal scrvice below flay/gensvral rank and further authorivzed
= hiu] cgation to GG FMFEAC
niiwrize CINGPACFLT to uubhorize CG FMFPAC to saubdolegate to
(i FIRET MAW to avard gtrike/flight Air Medals.
irthordse CINCPACFIT to subdolegate to commande and activities, .
cowranding officers of naval hospital award Purple Heart .
S0 niny approvo awavds for following oateporiss of personnol below
luf:/,n,noral rank or oguivalent and to delegate this authordty

SOART GUARD - 88M and leseer personal decorationa. CGINGPACKLT
whe may Mrther subdelegato to COMNAVFORV and COMSIVENTIIFLT to
approve BSM nnd leaser

or !\Ioraa -
Haz subdelepata to CINCPACFLT WHO MAY subdelegate to GG FMFPAC
.33", DG, BSM, AM (single mlsaion, NCM (bobth comhat and meritor-
1ous) und Navy and Marine Corps Modal
S THCRABFIT may subdelogato to GOMSIVENTHFLT and GOMRAVFORV
urvl authorize CG JM¥FPAC to subdelegate to CG I1I MAF authordity
Lo wynrd USM, aingle misgion Adr Medale and NCM, both combat
ar:l moritorious

- J")ﬂ or U".MC in uFA C‘NO may approve NCM and NAM and may
zalxlolegato to CINCPAOFLT who may subdelegalo to CG FMIPAC,
GOASEVENTHILD AND COMNAVIOWV

Z7 May 1970 ~ G foruarded SECNAVINST 1650.31A of 29 Apr 1970 to GINCPACFLT
sl authorlzed CINCPACFLT to approve owards, concur in recommondation
t cod by other gervicos and to subdelegate as Indicated in
wrtetion.

13 Apr 3971 ~  SEoEY msg 1300).42 Apr 71 granted spocinl award authority for combat
apasatlions to COMNAVFORV until such tims as CINCPACFLI could abeorb
werklasd (appavently COMNAVFORV no longer grade of VADM)

21 May 1971 ~ CIHGIAMCFIZINST 1650,2 subdelognted authority to award NCM and lea-
aar poveonal decorations except to Ammudiate staff members and XIA
#nd NIA casca to; COMNAVAIRIANT, PHIBFORTANT, CGFMFIANT, COMSUBLANT,
EOHETITAME, COMSEGONDILT

1 Moy 1992 - CED 1ty GP-09B Ser L664POIPLY reateled delepatod award authority

LUECPLD neg 1315452 May 72 set {orth award uwubhority, B3M and

] - porsoenal docoratlons except immediate ataff and KIA and MIA

Lu: GCHNAVAIRIANT, COMPHIBIANY, CGFMFLANY, GOMSUBLANE, GOMSECONDFLT
il ORASWFORLANT .

13 bay 1942 -



!.

2 Doo 1974 .. CND 1tr Ser 09B19/3478 dolegated cward awthority as followa:
CYNCY'ACTHT, GINCIANTFLT, CINCUSHAVEUR - MSM and leever personal
decorations, except to immediate staff members,
CNEC — NCM aud lesgser personal decorations,

27.Jan 1973 - CINCPAGFLT INST 1650.1F award authority as shown:
Crr YMFPAG, C(MSIVENTHFLY AND COMTHIWDFLT to eward NCM and losse
raroonal decoratlona

CINCIANTITTINGT 1650,2H acte forth delogation as followa:

CaQ LIITANT, COMS ', COMSUBIANT, OCKMEFTANT, COMSECONDFIL
qu;Nﬁgﬁi- %JgM’agﬂMfgggg%N%éraobr&l docotutions, '

25 Fob 1975

—_ -

4 Nov 197 .- BPSHAV approvod new dolegation of suthority based on RMRD ltr
Say 1110 of 20 Sep 1974

16 Doe 1076 . CTHCPACPLT gubdelegated awarding authority LIR Ser 14/PD-8098



107Q¢/7cUUa 19.Ve& 14 &¥E F25

CINGPACKLNYs DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO AWARD PURPLE HEANT

4 March 1965 on HSA Saigon 1tr Sor 86 of 7 Jan 65 approved anthorit
or CINCPACFIX to award Purple Nourt. (Excopt f‘or poothiunous cames)

SFONAV ‘th EWD ot 12
) T
CINGPACFLY It Sov 15/PD-36 of 9 April 1965 sub delegated euthority to SEVENIHFLY,

Commanddng Guneral Fleat Mayrine Forco Pacific and Commanding Offica
zadquartore ouppmt Activity, Salgon,

CINCPACFTY 1tr 5sx 15/PD-1903 of 13 _Nov 1965 sub dolepated author ity to 30th Naval
Conatyuction Regimont.

CINCPAGFIT 2ty .r 15/FD-110 of 12 Jan 1966 b delegated authority to Commanding O£fic
Mavel HSupport Actlvity, Danang.

QINCPAOFLT 1% Sox 15733537 of 10 _June 1966 anb dalovated authority to Commander, Naval
Forees, Vietnam,

GINCPACFIX Lltr 3Jev 15/3C077 of 5 Jun 1967 sub delegated euthority to Commondor, River
fosunllb Flotilla ONE %cmr 117)

CINCPAGFIT 1ty Sev 102/5717M of 25 Aup 1967 audb delegated aubthority to Commander THIRD
Haval Coratyuction Brigade.
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DEFARTYMENT OF THE RAYY
Difica of the Scorctary
Washington, 0.C, 20350

SECHAY IMSTRUCTION 1650,28

Froms Sacvstury of

the Muvy
T

all S!ﬂpi pad Stetiong

Soblt  Dalagation of Avtherity te Awaed Mitary
Docorntinns
Rafi (2} SECHAVINSY 1650.1C of 16 Avg 1963
}JS"H! lr}kwy and Matine Corps Awarda
DPHYG

¥. Porpoas. ‘To dalejn
of persanad doserniis

e enthorily for tho award

L Buckgravad. Tu increrad the effeciive and
threly recopniiian 5t herole md mertiorions g
formaneo by Mavy aad Macdne Carps pegsonniel,
tho Becretary of Lhe By has approved a hroader
ilerntlon of sulhreliy for the awed of poreonal
deeopitions.

3, dnplamentotion, Kilictiwr | Augnat 1967, del-
¢pntlon of ontkorkiy 13 rwapd personal decorntions,
and by subwledega b e authodly, In prescribed |
o followa:

pe The Soceelaay of tho Navy retgtna tho au-
ihority ta appasvy aasrda of peroncal decoraylona
h

{1} AL iy oo geacrol officers, except
for the awiwrd of the Darple Heart.

(2} AU finzonsel of thi Mavy nnd Marine o
Corpd for aceviess geilomned Ik the Nutlonol
Capltal Ileglon (8O, The NCR is deflned in
BECRAVINST 52105 (ROTAL). Por purpases of
syt dalepallona matinrity, Masine Sorps Schopls
Commnnil, Quanticn, Virdnle, 18 constderad pacl
tf the Nullotiad Cuzhal fineion.

s

{3) AN puzzwmact of Lthe Navy and Morino
Do pavying In {pnamsiin exterand o the
Bapnrliaont of tha Nacy,

{4) AN lndbeb:Ruide olher Uhan poraonnal of v
the U.68. Navy ned 115, Murlng Corps, .

e

SECNAVINST 1550.78

$0-)
17y 1967
/-..-d"-“"“ o ~'.g-‘-ﬁ“‘""""'“s-.."

T Maval Operstiond and the Commandant of the
Mavine Corp and moy not be delognted, pxeept

that, the £2hIef of Nevil Operutions moy sahosize

10 Chiof of Nnvh] Dersornel to award the Purple

Henrt ip U, S, Navy persoanel. —rn
\.—'-K:m-\\p”fg““"m;‘.,” —-‘f EEREM LS
c. 'The Qllct of Naval Operations mey dele-
rate to the Commander I Chlef, U.5. Naval
Focecs, Xorope; e Commander tn Chiet, UK.
Atlantio #lee(; and, sublact ta speciad awnrd
authurily for fhe viet-Nom conflicl, to the Come
manider }n Chlel, 1.5. Pacific Fleet, authority Los

{1) Awnrd the Silver Stor Medal, the Loglon
of Meril, nad Ieaser porsonal decorntions, except
to members of their Immediate stefls and to per-
gonnel k{lled ar misstug n ection,

{2) Subdclegate Ly commanders, fn the
rtade of vica sdintral nnd lientennnt genamd, of -
Weels nad Forcen, Insluding Fleet Madae
Fores, the authurily ta awerd the Ryonze Biar
Madal, the Alr Medal, the Navy Commeadation
Medal, and lesser personal decorations, excent
o mambera of thedr himedlole slaffs, and lo
mrsonnel killed or miswdng in action.

d. The Chicf of Neval Operations way alsa
delepzle Lo other commanders n the grade ol
vice adinlral the nuthority (o award the Bronze
Star Medal, the Alr Medel, the Navy Commenda-
tion Medal, nnil lesser pevsonsd Aecocaliana, ex-
ecpl to memhers of thelr Immediate staffs ond to
personnel kitled or missing o actlon.

o. Tha Cormnndant of tha Marine Corpa may,
for Lhe Marine Corps Gupporiing Fatablishment,
suhdelegaly to commonders $a the grade of New-
tenant gepernl, avthority th award the Bronze -
Btar Muidel, the Alr Modnd, the Novy Commenda-
tlon Mednl, nnd Jegsor peraonal decomtlons, ox-
cepl to members of their lnmoedinte atafts end
1o parsovnct klited or mianing tn nellon,

f. ‘Iha Chief of Nuvnd Obemilong, the Com-
mandant of the Mardne Corps, and all ather eane

+ muvlery 1o whom awank sithority 1o dotogatod, .

will Tocward rocomnondativun for perooned doc-

. oratlons nvolving members of thelr immediato

b. 'Oy Chict of tasal Opreations pnd the .

Commandint of the Maiine Corps ara suthod zed / '

W wenest tho Silver Slse Medal, tho Legton of,
Merit, mnd lesser porconad decornlions, exccpl
k0 rembers ol thee braiedinte sallsy, Authority
£y sowind thege deccreidons o porsonael killed

or iafgsing In pellent will ho eladned by the Chlef

ri-—-——w:—.v‘-! womnatmen & are

»

gy

staffa to thenext highor echelon for approvnl or
other Rppropriala actlon, ot

4, Spetlal’Aword Antharity for the Vier-Nom
Contlies. Tho Becretary of iho Navy has dlrected
thet the nwhsd nutlorty presently dolegated by
tho Socrelary of the Nuvy for Boytheast Aglng
combat nperullony, locluding awasda toy ecrtain
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SECHAVINST 1650,26
, 17 duly 967 . -

Do UM coast Guard and forelgn poravanol, bo eone  (SECNAV Tth Bad of 12 Mar 1965 on 0O HEDEU«
: {inued In effoct during Ure Vict-Nam confhict, 1n PACT Salgon Utr ger 86 of 7 Jan 1985} (NOTAL),

fusapdunce wlth hese deleg:ﬂ.lan:«_: .
{6} May awnrd the Sitvor Blar Medal, the O (
oY 114

1 e

i @ “The Commanter In Chiv £, 11,2, pacifie Legton of Merlt, the Bronze Star Maedal, and the:

¢ AT Ruvy Commendation Medal to (trast Guard per

ronnel operuling with Lthe NavyTa L-Nam \)sz .
(1) Mey nward e Sitver ravr Medal, the frea (BECNAV (123522 Aug 1986 and BEQNAY t‘

. Leglan of Meril, the Disttnjuizhed Plylog Cross, 031318Z May 1966) (NOTAL,). v

, tha Droazs far Mudal, the At ) =Jl, the Navy . - . S

: Cosmincndetion Mednl, Lin Bac 1y of the Navy (7) In addition to authority previously del- pg (L
o Commmdeddon for Achicvement FRilding, and tho exnted, the Commonder {n Chiel, U.8, Paciflo }/ﬂ.-t) - f

! Purpla Hend to Havy and Barinz: Corps porsone 0 . Ieet may authorize tho Commanding General, D{] *;(i..d» ‘.

! Bl peeticitating In combut a51arions tn Southe Flect Mardne Furce, Pugi fie, lo suhdelegate to g e o r

' LU Aniw, and way furlhes saleieicenle this - the Cummanding General gi Marine Amphiblous L et |

therlty 1n the Copmandlap G2 cul, Fact Morlao Foree, athority o awand the Eronze Star Medal, e P
orce, Pactile (SECNAV 15537, ¥Feb 1905y .- the Atr Medal, the Navy Commendution Mcdal, Lol
{NOTALY, o and lesscr personn! decorstions.

-1 (25 Moy award the Silves Star Mednd, the b, ‘The commanding olficers of 4ll U.8. Nava!
Disdinglghen 1My ing Croas, the Rronze Stay Vospltals are delogated authority Lo award the
Medal, tho Alt Medal, aad Wie Movy Commendn- Kyurpln Hoart to U.8. Army, Navy, and Marne ) Ckh
tlop Meral to Juraien E’jmmy LEEEanuel, In tha D Coms personnol rocelved ng balile casunitiey . -
gredes of Capinin/Colonet and helow, pretfeipate from Viet-Nam (SBECNAVINST 1650.95 of 23 Ju} V'

{nyg 45 etmbint operations 1o Bethonat Aatn with 196G) {(NOTAL). on . -
Unbad Gtedon forees, upd may ficlhee subdelognto i
thin authority to the Commendieg Gonarnd, Fleas 5. Adiinlatrative Procs dorss, Pending rovision, | N

Muiine Force, Pacihc (SECNAY 003352 Nov the provisions of reforence (8) are effective, In

TP At mtm = A ek e ——— -y

L85 (NOTAL). uddition, tho following correspondence 13 tp he
(3} May utharize subidilapation by tha g;‘:;":ﬁgnl: :gg a‘;‘aﬁ'};’ of tho Navy (Boord of :
Cowmendiey Gennzal, Flect ka:lr Ferce, - }
Paclife, to the Commandingz Gr 1, Pirst Ma- T )
He Afc Wihig, of apthorily 1o awsid the Alr Megal d. Afier tompleliop of Actlon by delogneod U L .
under Ltylke/ 1 bt sy st ta porsoancl strvlaz | milhotlty, all orlglna} recounmendntions, coples *
with the Fivst Martne Alr Wicg (SRCNAY e ser of award leiters of tronsmitra) fnd citoblons for
810t 3 ey 1963) (NOTAL). v rcview and subgequent forwnrding Lo the Com-
i "‘E(‘.A'.-gul 21y Y G A T aa &do marnidant of the Marine Corpa ¢ e Chief of
e ('J} Wy subddetegutd dull

Al Mednd vardes the Birfke/Filge sraiom to the OfF~the fndividusl’s Ecrvieo record., f
Commpader Swvetth Fleel (SHONAV (623132 .
Ang 1965) (BOTALY, T T e b, Coples ornn) direcUves whick furihor sui-

- . delegnle sward anthority.

{5) Wag suldelegatn witharity, ae ho deetos

appropriate, Uy award the Bumic Moumt bo parsoits 0 1(/

ity 12 aword the _» Naya) Tersonnol, ns approdriate, for flng In

l‘ el of (hese Navy md Maslie Coips comamnds ROBERT §. A, BALDWIN
! ond acllvitle: (i) the Soulistint 718 recy Uader Secrclasy of the Navy ,
j \.~,n_‘\__ o J.._,_,_-f""/ Dixtribution;
T e e em SNDL Poarts 1 and 2
’ Maeine Corps LIst 3110
! Stocked:
! Sopply & Flacol Departmons (Code 514,32)
f Naval Station, Washington, D.C, 20390 -
i P
,| ' ,_;)
|
|
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}l)‘”‘ripg THL CAS!: ” =N AFP‘?')VPQ,
il SIGRED -’&R‘{.\Nd.h CFTHTIAN DERECT .
fo THE sNAVY DEPARTMENT BOAR0 GOF- DZCARATIONS: A3. mEpALS o
Ry REGUMMENGA FIONS FOR THE aWARD OF FHE PRRPLE HEART TO PERSONHE.

11SSING IN ACTION (HIA) SHALL GE FORWARDED DIRECT TO THE CHIEF OF NaVaL:
. PERSONNEL ,OR' COMNANDANT OF THE NARINE COPPS.AS ARPRGVRIATE, THE CHIEF;
OF NAVAL PERSONNEL- QR GOMMANDANT OF THZ HARINE CORPS wiLL. PROCESS
AWARDS OF THE. PRRPLE HEART FOR PERSOANZL KILLED IN ACTIGN ( KIa),

2, PROCEDURES.PRESENTLY Ik AFFECT GOVERRING APPROVAL GF AWARD RECom--
MEMDATIONS NOT hEREIN DELEGATED REHATH 1% GFFECT,

2. Auw;w:STRArrvc PRDCEDURESH : .
' - OMHAVEORYV HILL SUSH;T A MONTHLY SUMMARY REPORY To
c1ncPac#Lr uﬁiAwARUa MADE yUNDER PHIS DESLEGAYVICON,

f, AFTER COMPLEYION OF ACTION BY DELESAYED AUTHORITY, ALL ORIGINAL
RECOMMENDATIONS, COPIES OF AWARD ETTERS OF TRANSMITYAL AND CITATIONS, =~
FOR PERSONNFL. KILLED OR NISSING IN ACTION (KIa/MIA), WILL: GE FORWARDED"

TH SEONAV (NDBDM) FOR REVIEW AND SUSSEQUENT FORWARDING TO- CHG OR

. BUPERS, AS ARPLICAGLE. FOR FILJNG {N THE INDIVIDULLS SERVICE RECORD,

ORIG}NAL RECOMMENDATIONS, COPIES OF AWARD LETTERS OF TRANSMITTAL 4ND
CITATIONS FOR 4Ll OTHER 0.hLR COMPLETED AWARDS WILL BE FORWARDED TY

c;NunAcrLr FOR ATTACHHENT OF AN iBM CARD,

G, ORIGINAL RLCOMHMENDATIONS, COPIES OF AWARD LETTERS:QF 'TRANS..

HITTAL: AND CLTATIONS FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL SHQULD BE FORWARDED 1N A e
- PACKAGE MADE /UP- 45 FOLLD%S: ‘ L.
.» 1. THE:ORI1ZINAL- RECOMMENDATION ON ToP. ‘
2, A COPy OF THE APPHROVED C:TATION SECOND .
3« A CUPY QF THE LTTTER OF TRANSMITTAL THIKD e
4. ALL{DTHER DOCUMENTS IN' aANY ORDER DESIRED IR

D. COMNAVEORY WILL- 1SS ‘

E, RECOMMENDATI0M3 FOR POSYHUNOUS OR IN ABSENTIA ANARDS WILL B2
PROCESSED AS ‘EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE, TO EXPEDIYE THIS PROCESSING,
SUBMISSION OF RECOMMENDATIONS BY HESSAGE IS ENCOURAGED NITH GONTENT
unnxnlzeo TO‘THE MAXTHUN "EXTENT FHRASIBLE.

4, PROVIDI:' CINCPI\CFL!’. CNC AND SEC CNAY (&DBDOM) WITH COPIES DF ALL- ‘
IFPLEMENT!NG}POCUHE"J'S. ;
g
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S T Ay T '
DELEGATION OF: AUTHORITY] TO AWARD MILITARY DECORATIONS ° L
. SECNAVINST 1650.26 OF 17 JUL 67 - - , =
B, CNO 071338Z MAY &3 (PASEP) ‘
Cs SEGNAVINST 1550,1¢

Da CINCPACFLT §722022 0di 03 (PASEM)

s
>t

3. REFS A ANG 8 DELEAATE AUTHORITY TOQ 4xWARD MILITARY DECGRATIONS,
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS AUTHOR]ITY [INCPACLFY HERERGE SUBDELEGATES
SUBJECT AUTHORITY TO COMNAVFORY AS FOLLONSS
Ay TO AWARD THE GHONZE STAR MEDAL, )
AIR MADAL, YHE MNAVY COMMEN. '
DATION HEDAL-AND THE NAVY AChESVEMENT DEDAL TO Y, S, NAVY -AMD MA@I4E
CURPG PERSONNEL, INCLUDI!ING PEASONNEL-KILLED OR NJSSIXG IN ASTION
(KIA/M13)y SERVING N UNITS ASSIGNES TO THE AOMIN/GRS CONYROL
DF COHNAVFORV, THIS AWARD AUTHORITY INCLUDED SUSTAINED PERFORMANGE

" aWARNS WHICH ARE BASED UPON MERITORIGUS SERVICE PERFORMED [N -THE

SOUTHEAST ASIA AREA -QF OPERATIONS, THE AWARD AUTHORITY IS NTO :
APpLICABLE T0 MEMBERS OF IMMEDIATE STAFF amD FLAG OR GRNERAL OFF IGERS,
THIS AUTHORIEYY MAY NTQ TE FURTHER SUB-DELEGATED, .

N, AWARD RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PERSONAL DECORATIONS IRVOLVING .
HEMBERS DF IMMEDIATE STAFF SdaiL Be SUEMITTED TO CINGPACFLT FOR
APPROVAL OR THER APPROPRIATE ACTION, ' |

Cy ANAR_D RECOMMENDAYIONS FOR PERSCMNAL DECCRATIONS INVOLVING FLAG

OF GBNERAL OFFICERS WITH THE EXCEPYION OF YHE PURPLE HEART SHali- BE
FOWNARDED TC THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY VIA THE CHAIN OF COMMAND..

- Dy YN THE GASE OfF WWARDS FOR PERSONNEL XILLED OR MISSING [N fcrzuu.

- gty /"'
QIHLIEN. 4 CO0B , mm/
UNSN NDBDM D0 09 09C 098 03 )3 pd- u{FP 5FR ﬁ\
CouTRAL AL o ‘r.m"t"—' ac T paGE Truse 07 ACCAIET \ DETE THVE GROUF
CiauZo/A/EP/R Ay 1 2. l3a/63027 2916387 SIP 69
. p e m— v ‘.f_‘).":_. Emta. s v .l' N . } g s
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3. Racgasideration of Ms:?wg_gn_u_:
mepdsUnng, WhSA & rocammzndalion inr an
‘cea~d Bas Bevn considered by (ha zuthocley dele-
gated to bestow 16 and i has been di:.-.g.pmvml! 44
may b reecasidered caly vpua pre2saiation of
nw, material, and relevant evideace whict vas
zot avallable =t ihe fime of Uiz vriginal recom~
mandatico.

3. FAmttatics of Mednls.

2, Award and iScuaccd. Osly ona of
tho axthorized decoratizng Aaull be swacduc {0
an individual fo£ a given mel of servier. Kelwo
aiedaly or cibbona of thic sume decaaailon will bis
tssued to pa tndividoal. For cach Jubsequentact
o cervice ehich 15 devmed bo fustily arniber
sward of the Bame Jcvoralion, a Gold Skay will
e fusucd ta iz thereal tn be woru unon the ac=
commnying ribbon,  (Batepfion i2 a subsequend
sevard of 2 Pugple Heart pozlhamonsly. [n oach
sagay, A medal L tssued (0 tha 0012151 aoa of
Xin evan flougm a medsl was previcusly 1ssood to
tte budlvidual.)

bs Metinls (oe fedividurt Aets vs Unit
Awarly. Declawal of £ ot cward O 2 group of
Tatvidnalas §3 vo way Hetls the cligddilty of a0
fedfvintual tn that groug for R milttaey dacoralion
fur 2cks or scryites peclacmsd duriag the game
period cuvazod by We uell's eitntton.

4. Chazdcler of Sexvice, Elitztbility of any
preiin for 2 Silary decoration shall de deter~
mircd by §is giztue 2t the Hme the acl oo gervicw
wia performsd, but zo deccratice skall be
atnedat or presepiod By anvone whoye Servies
paberquest 8o iho tine he diwimguicked hlnsel:
il have beea Ruch 23 lu oerit 2 dlseharge
wider ather thin henorafle conditiong.  {See
Avtlelc J14-5.)

323, DELEGATION @ AUTHORUIY,

Zhe Madal of Hanor wid ba acnzded edy
wAth the approwal of the Evesldunt ol thi Uaited
States. AU othoy Navy Dupsriment decorationx
for which authkoxity 1s net delegated will
gernrded by the Sacrefary of the Nivy. Al pre-
sonk, with Hie excentioa of the Purple Hcart, na
authorily to paka cavards L delezated by Lk
Secretary of the Navy. Thae Chief of Naval Par-
somaal ant Cammandant of the Marine Corps are
detepated purkority to award the Purnie Hearl. In
the eynat etecumnatances arfne which maioe it
passse vy for thig asthouiy fo be delegated lor
ctiier apsrds, naplerzording Instrutlione ang
procéderes will ko pronmidgatal,

324. PRESENTATICON OF MEDALS AND

CEEATIONS,

1. Cerzeiony and Tutdiclty Presentatica
of saliftary GECOraLor = <hall I MAde £5 Soon AS
practicablo aiar apyeoval of g awis S and skall
to nrds with sppropricts cerpmeny. These
presontations ghould he gulilicized tarvgh appro-
priata news muea when 3eCutity constdrations
peepail.

OYFICEZ QF TEE SECRETARY

2. Medal of Honots
I, Presupting Authogity for Living
Reuiptents, e rociplent 1S within 2 reasqaable
Jisiance, he will ba grdercd to Washingion, D.C.,

and tha precentalion of thy wedal and cltaHon will |

bz made by tie Presideat or by the2 Sceretary of
the Havy 1< tha Presiderts personal vepresenta-
tiva. Otherwise, the presentalion will ba mads by
the senlor offfcer present, hearing in mind that
this coention Bemmnda thak thd praseating ollizer
be the bighest runidng Individual it ia poszitie ty
attain.
b. Presenting Authorily for Yosthumous

Awards. T (53 pvdxd E-' posttumoug dad the neat
of Kin 1¢ in the vicially of Waekington, D.C., ar
sincitivn a desire to b precent there, the Prest-
dert or the Seerctacy ¢f the Nary, as practiceble,
will prisect Bi; Medqd ef Honor and cittion to
suck next of kin as tha representative of the de-
cenced, Otherwisie, fu b case of Navy personncl,
the Chiof of Navzl Persuanel will (orward the Mcd-
ol of Honor and eliation 8 the Coromandant of the
Nauval Gisicict within which the next of K resides,
to acrangz such svitabie proscotalion a% ic con-
sisteet with Lhe vesaalon, the exigencies of ke
gerried, and the gasires of Uie next of Kin. In the
case of Marlae Corgs persconel, the Commandant
of the Marlca Corps will make arrangements for
the greseatotion ol the award in accordance with
10 wighas of Lhe povt of Ma. -

3. All Other Awards. Tha Chid o Navat

Pursonael or the Cowmandant of the Maring Corpy,

49 apprugrinle, will make axranzemments in ace
conkmeco with thutr established palicles for pras-
satation or dellvery of the medad and eftaticn/
cextliieuty o the recipient, o 8 the case of 2
posthuinows axard, to his aexd of kin, I the award
is prezented andsids ihe viclnlty of Washington, 1t
£hall be presested by the senlor officer presant or
the usit ecemasacy.
¢. Permaacat Citations and Cerdifiostes.

a. The citatlan for the Mcdal of Honor
15 sigaed by the Presidcot $a the pame of Congres:.

h, Tha Secretary of the Nayy will sian
in the matie oK the President, permansut ejfafions
for alf other dacorations o members of thd naval
service pxcert Navy Cammendalion Medals, Leere~
try of the Navy Comansendations for Ackisveren,
and Purple Hearti. Re wiil Sign ia bis gwn aams,

th: germanent cllations fav all Navy Commcendarion?

{or Acblevemn:-t. {Sex Articie 720.1.d 1nd %20.2.4
tor eitaticns and certificales Gocompanying dwasdy
3 larclge persennal. )
¢. ‘The Chicf .of Maval Personnel or the

Commandant of e Marine Corgs, as appropricte,
will sign In the raac of e President, ¢ertifiestes
for Purple Hearts.
328, AWARDS TGO U,S, ARMY AND U. 8, AIR

FORCE PERSONNET.

1. Recutnmendutions. Recomarendations
for Havy Ddertionz ta Army or Alr Foree ger-
soanol wilk be submiitad to the Secrainey of the

2.4 (Articley 122, 233, 223, 285)





