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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
NAYY PERSONNEL GOMMAND
5720 INTEGRITY DRIVE
MILLINGTON TN 38055-0000

5720
Ser 00J6/0400760415
September 15, 2004

Mr. Christopher J. Farzell
Judiecial Watch, Inc.

501 Sechool Str=et, 5SW, Suite 725
Washington, DC 20024

Dear Mr. Farrell:

This is in final response to your Freedom of Information -
Act (FOIA) reguest of August 2, 2004. You seek a copy of the
U.8. Navy service record pertaining to Ifeprmer Lieutenant John
Forbes Kerry, as outlined in your letter. Your reguest was
received in this office (PER3-00J) on August 20, 2004, from the
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations (DNS-36) and the
National Perscomnnel Recoxrds Center (NPRC). Your reguest has been
assigned FOIA case file number 0400J60415.

A copy of a biography containing releassble service record
information and a copy of accompanving responsive award
documents are released to you under the FOQIA. Humsrous
responsive U.8. Navy service record documents, as well as
service record decuments not subject to disclosure regquirements
under the FOIA, may be accessed at:
htip://www,johnkerry.com/about/iohn kerry/military records.html.

Remaining service record documents or portions of service
record documents, ilncluding those provided with excised social
and service number information, c¢learly falls within the FOIA
statute’s (b) {6} exempt material contained in a “perscnnel or
medical file”. As such, the remaining responsive service record
documentaticn is denied under exemption under 5 U.S.C. §
552 (b)Y {6), since release of this informaticn would constitute a
clearly unwarranted invasion of the former U.S5. Navy menmber’s
perscenal privacy.

Because your reguest has been denied in part, you are
advized of vour right to appeal this determination in writing,
to the Office of the Judge Advocate General cof the Navy (Code
L4y, 1322 Patterson Avenue SE, Suite 3000, Washington Navy Yard,
Washington, DC Z0374-5066.
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Should you deem the submission of an appeal necessary, it
must be postmarked within 60 calendar days from the date of this
letter to be considered. A statement ag to why your appeal
should be granted should ke included and an enclozed copy of
this letter sheould ke attached. 'Both appeal letter and the

envelope should bear the notation, “Freedom of Information Act
hppeal.”

I sam the official responsible for psrtizl denial of your
reguest. Should you wish to discuss thiz matter, you may
contact the undersigned at (90L) 874-3165. ==

Sincerely,

B

D. P. GERMAN
FOIa/Pa Qfficer

. Enclosurs
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BIOGRAPHICAE GATA
Name: John Forbes Kepry

Home of Recard: Groton, Mass.

Date Commissioned in U.S. Navy: December 16, 1966 (0CS)

Date Eniisted in 11,5, Ngvy: February 18, 1966

Date Ordered o Active Duty: August 13, 1366 (OFficer Candidate)

Date Separated from U.S, Navy: January 3, 1370

Date Dischorged from LLS. Navy Reserve: February 16, 1978

Designator: General Unrestricted Line Officer

Assignments Reporred Detached
Naval Officer Candidate School, Newport, RT DB1NER 121566
Naval Schools Command Treasure Island, San Froncisco, Calif. 010367 032167
Fieet Anti-alr Warfare Training Center, Son Biego, Calif. 032267 Q60767
USS GRIDLEY (DLG 21) 060867 072068
Naval Amphibious Base, Coronade, Calif, 072168 111668
Commander Coastal Squadren ONE, Republic of Vietnam 111748 032665
Military Sea Transportation Service, Atlantic 032769 010270
Rank: LT

Date of Rank: - JTenuary 1, 1970

Awards and Decorations:

Silver Star Navy Unit Commendation

Bronze Star w/Cembat "V’ : Nationol Defense Service Medal
Purple Heart (3) Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal
Combat Actian Ribbon Vietnam Service Medal

Presidential Unit Citation
Republic of Vietnam Meritorious Unit Citation Gallentry Crogs Medal Coler with Polm
Republic of Vietnam Meritorious Unit Citation Civil Action Medal Color with Palm
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure ip presenting the
SILVER STAR MEDAL to

LIEUTENANT {(JUNIOR GRADE} JOHN F. KERRY
UNITED STATES.NAVAL RESERVE

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION: . - B

For conspicuous -gallantry and intrepidity in actiom while
serving with Coastal Division ELEVEN engaged in armed conflict
with Viet Cong insurgents in An Xuyen Province, Republic of Viet-
nam on 28 February 1969. Lieutenant [jg} Kerry was serving as
Dfficer in Charge of Patrol Craft Fast 94 and Officer ia Tactical

Command of a three-boat upit .engaged  in.. inserting Vietnamese---- - -

regional force troops on a récontaissance in forcé mission. As the
force approached the target area on the narrow Dong Gung River,
2ll units came under intense automatic weapons and small arms fire

I¥ol an entrenched ememy force less than fifty feet away. Unhesi-
tatingly, Lieutenant (jg) Kerry ordered his boat to attack as all
units opened fire and. beached directly in fromt of the ecnemy
ambushers. Thiz daring and courageocus tactic surprised the enemy
and succeeded in routing a score of enemy soldlers. The PCF
gunners captured many c¢nemy weapons in the battls that followed.
On a request upon U.S, Army adviscrs ashore, he ordered PFCs 94 and
23 further up river to suppress eneny sniper fire. After proceed-
ing approximately eight hundred yards, the boats were again taken
underfire from a heavily foliated arez and a B~40 rockei exploded
close aboard PCF 94. With utter disregard for his own safety and
the enemwy rockets, he again ordered a charge on the enemy, beached
his boat only ten feet from the VC rocket position, and personally
led a landing party ashore in pursuit of the enemy. Upon sweeping
the area, an immedizte search uncovered an enemy rest and supply
area which was destroyed. The extraordinary daring and personal
courage of Lieutenant (jg) Kerry in attacking z  numerically
superior force in the face of intense fire were responsible for
the highly successful mission. By his brave action, bold initia-
tive, and wunwavering devotion to duty, Lieutenant- (jg} Kerry
reflected great credit vupon himself and upheld the highest
traditions of the United States Naval Service.

For the President,
p/\.ﬁé_ﬂ—\

Secretary of the Navy

%&M@Edv&& .
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The Fresident of the United S:am\ infey plegsurs in prosenting tl e Sthear Star Aladal 1o

Ligserengrt (fuzioy grade} Johud Forber KERRY
Unu"ed Smhs NMNeval Beserve

1]
v

Jor service as set forth in the following:
CiT4 .T N

“For conspicuous gallantyy angd mfrce,uduy in action wiile perving with” Coasial Division

ELEFEN ensaged in armed corflict with Viet Cong insurgents in An Xuyen Frovinee,

Repubiic of Vietnam on 28 Februgry 1869, Liznienani (junior grade}  RERR T eus sor Vg
az Offirer inn Charge of Farrol Craft Fast 94 and Of}" Tcer i Tacricel Command oF a threebonl
wii engaged in insarting Vietnumese regiongt force Iroops on a revonnuissance in force
missien, As the force approeched the target wrea on the wvew Dong Cimg River, oll units

e yndar Buense automalicweapens and smallorms fire from a4 enfrenched enemy force

less then fiftv feet avway. Unhesitgtingly, Lizutenant {junior grade) RERRY ordered his boal
fo atinelay gll units opened fire and beached divecily In front of rhe enepy ammbushers, This
daring and courggecus lactic surprised the enemy misd siocecded ts routing @ score uf erein

seidiars. The PCF giomers coplured mory enesyy weaporns i the battle that followed. On a

-request wom U, 8. Armiy advisers ashure, Liewtenant {funior grade} KERRY orduwred PFCs

94 and 23 furrher up river (o suppress enemy suiper fire, Aftor proceeding approaimareip
eight hundved yards, the hoats veare agein taken under five fiom a licavily folieted area and a

- B0 rocker expioded elose abourd PCF §4. With utrer disregard for hiz own safely and the

. ,@?nem.y rockets, he again ordered g.charge on the enewmy, beacied his boat only ten feet from

the VC rocker position., and personglly led o linding party ushore in pursilt of the enemy,

~dlnon sweeping fhe arez, andoigediore. search uncovered .an cnemy rest end supuly oves

which was desiroyed, The ex:‘?mrdma.rjl daring and personal covrage of Licurongef (Junior
grade} KERRY in artecking d nnmenm!&' superior force in the fuce of intense fire were

responsitble for the highly .yzecegssﬁfl mission, FHis agrivns were in keaping with the highes:
Jtraditions of the Unifed .S'mres,fi’?;z-;fgf Servies. " ‘ ‘ ) .

L JOBNY.
. Adinlral, 7. 5. Nzpy
Cﬂmm:mder n Chief U, 5. Peeifie Flest
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P . .the Bronze--Htar Medal to

JOHN FCREBES KERRY
A : . "LIEVTERANT (JONIOR GERADR)
L - : S HNI‘.‘L‘ED STA"{'ES MVAL BESEKVE
} N g . .
ST for aervice as set farth in the fallcwing

CI'.[!ATIDN

"For heroic achi.evemt while sewing wi.th Coas!:-sl ‘Division ELEVEN .
erigaged in armed conflict with Viet Cong comaunist. aggressors in An’ )
Xuyen Provinee, Republic of Vietham on 13 March 1969.. Lieutenant’ |

. (junior grade} KERRY wag“serving as, Ufficer-in-Charge of Tnshore Pai:rul
‘Graft 94, one of Five boats conducking a-3EA LORDS pperstion fin the .7
 Bay ‘Hap river. - While exiting the river, & mine detomared under another
‘ Inshore Patrol Craft and almost simltaneously, another mine detonated’ $ ﬁ
" close aboard hle Inshore Patrol Craft knocking a man into the watar and - “Vr
.- wounding Lieutenant Tjuniox grada) KEERY in the right arm. ' In additien
all undts began receiving small arms and automatic weapons fire fxom -
_the ziver banks: - Wheu Lieutenant (junior grade) KERRY discovered he ha&
a man overbeard, he retupned upriver to assist, The man in the waker:,:
. was receiving snipez: fite. Erm both banks-. Lieutensnt (Juntor grada)
KERRY dirscted his gunners to provide suppresaing- five, while from au,
expnseﬂ pusitiau on the bow, Hls =rm bleeq:.ng ‘#nd In pain and with | ._:"
_i:hﬂ man, aboard..

damaged Inshore Patrol Crafi. His Trev attachm}. a _‘tine and tuwed the
=, damaged; boat to safety.’ . Lieutensnt. fiunior grade} KERRY's: calmnessys Rty
0 ,",prufesaimalism and greak personal courage under £1rs were-in, lceeping ‘g:

T

with tha' h{.ghest bradd.l:iunu af tha United ﬁtar.ea Ra’val_ Servir.'e.'

A T O A T g e
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the
BRONZE STAR MEDAL to oo :

' LIEUTENANT (JUNIOR GRADE) JOHN F. KERRY
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE

for service as set forth in the folléwing

CITATION:

For heroic achievement while serving with Coastal Division
ELEVEN engaged in srmed conflict with Viet Cong communist
aggressors in An Xuyen. Province, Republic of Vietnam on..
13 March 1965. Lieutenant {jg) Kerfy was serving ds Officer in’-

-~ Charge of Tashére Patrol Craft 94, one ¢f five boatsr condicting & & -
SEA LORDS operation in the Bay Hap River. While exiting the River,
8 mine detonated under another Inshore Patrol Craft and slmost . .
—————simul taneouslyy—another—nine—detonated—close—aboard his Inshor
Patrol Craft kmocking a man into the water and wounding Lieutenant
(JE) Xerry in the right arm. In additiom, =all units Degan
receiving small arms ‘and automatic weapons fire from the river
banks. Whea Lieutenant [jg)} Kerry discovered he had a man over-
board, he returned upriver to assist. The man in the water was
receiving sniper fire frem both banks. Lieutepant (jg) Kerry
directed his gunners to provide suppressing fire, while frowm an
exposed position on the bow, his arm Bleeding and in pain and with
disregard for his personal safety, he pulled the man aboard.
Lieutenant (jg) Xerry then directed his boat to return and assist
the other damaged Inshore Patrol Craft. His crew attached a line-
and towed the damaged boat to safety. Lieuntenant (jg) Kerry's
professionalism, great personal courage under fire, and complete
dedication to duty reflected great credit uwpon himself and were in
Xeeping with the highest traditions of the United States KNaval

Service.

The Combat Distinguishing Device is authorized.

For the President,
.pzﬁL-Z>;7§iﬁi;wﬂ——‘

Secretary of the Navy
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THE UNITED STATES.OF AMERICA
, THIS IS TO Ouw—aemmumi .m.ﬁbﬁ.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF Ez_uu,:@w
- T1IAS AWARDED -_.H-m

SILVER .m.ﬁw chﬁ.

TO
LTEUTENANT (JUNIOR GRADE) JOHN F. XERRY, UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE
| ~ FOR _N. - |
GALLANTRY IN ACTION

b
ON 28 m.mwwa_aﬂ* 196§

Gvaxn s 4TH DAY W JUN g5

(el 724

------- LT
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THE UNITED STAT mw_osz_ww@,

THIS I8 TO CERTIFY ‘THAT
TIIE PRESIDENT OF THE GZ% D mﬁwﬁﬂv OF bwswﬂm@?
HAS AWARDE ..Em,r

WBOZNH m.ﬁPw H.Z:w_u}r

(WITH COMBAT §

TO
LIEOTENANT (JUNIOR GRADE) JOHN F. KERRY, UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE

FOR
HEROIC ACHIEVEMENT ON (13 MARCH 1969

cvex Tis 4TH DAV OF JUN
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THE UNITED STATE m O,m, AMERICA
TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT

TIIE PRESIDENT OF THE UNI ED STATES OF AMERIC
HAS AWARDED é__...m,mm .

- "PURPLE HEART

ESTABRLISHED BY. GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON
AT NEWBURGH, NEW YORK, AUGUST 7. 1789
TO |
LIBUTENANT (JUNIOR ﬂgwu

JOHN ¥. KERRY.
U.5. N VY .“.._

FOR WOUNDS RECEIVED

"IN ACTION 4 .

GIVEN Czd_._um R MY mw}%mﬁmﬁﬂﬁ% mu“_.mm-mfx OF WASIHIINGTON
THIS ATH DAY OF JUNE 19 85

it

CONMANDER, NAVAL MILITARY
PEREUONNEL CUOMMANE

Fi

MATPEAS 1850/91 REV | 1072
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

HAVPERR NESN/51 AEY D ar7R

B e e et

TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:
THIS 1S 7O CERTIFY THAT

TIIE WIM@—UMZ.—. OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIC
HAS AWARDED THE

PURPLE HEART

ESTABLISHED BY GENERA GEORGE WASHINGTON
AT NEWBURGH, NEW YORK, AUGUST 7, 1782
T0O
LIEUTENANT (JUNIOR GRADE)
JOHN F. .m_,mmum
- U.5, NAVY ..
FOR WOUNDS ﬁmmfé‘

IN ACTION 't .
20 FEBRDARY 1965
935254@_;57:\”525 _2 A.E,.O.EJ«CQ aam_rm._-mzﬁq,cz

THIS 47TH DAY OF JUME 19 g5

COMNMANDER, NAVAL B LITAYY
PERSVNNEL QOMMAND

ok sl o A L AT AR
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO ALL WHQ SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GRE wiz@
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT .
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED-STATES OF AMERICA
IIAS >E>=§wc ,E:...
PURPLE :L,PWA.
ESTABLISHED BY GENERAL| GEORGE WASIINGTON
AT NEWBURGH, NEW YORK, AUGUST % 1782
1.—‘c . .
LIBEUTENANT (JUNIOR GRADE)
) . JOHN F. KERRY
U.5, HaVY
FOR WOUNDS: 52,”2_;
IN ACTION .
GIVEN UNDER MY :.fzuuémﬂnhwmﬂmﬂu O JSwn._:ZQ.._‘OZ
THIS 4TH DAY JUNE M.b g5
NAYFERS | B5005Y HEY {0TY , .A.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

NAVY PERSONNEL COMMAND
E720 INTEGRITY DRIVE 5720

MILLINGTON TN 38055-0000 PERS OOJG/ 040 0J60466
September 15, 2004

Mr, Christopher J. Farrell
Judicial Watch, Inc.

501 School Street, $W, Sulte 725
Washington, DC 20024

Dezr Mr. Farrell:

This is in response to your Freedom cof Information Act
{(FOIA} request of September 8, 2004, in which you seek a
copy of a discharge certificate, DD Form 256N, contained in o=
the U.8. Ravy service record pertaining to foxmer Lieutenant o
John Forbes Kerxry. Your request was received in this office
on September %, 2004, and has been assigned FOIA case file
number 0400J604¢6,

A copy of an honorable discharge cartificate (DD 256N)
is not placed in the U.5. Navy service record when issued.
As such, 1f issused the U.5. Navy would not mzintain a copy
of a discharge certificete that is responsivae to your
reguest.

If you believe an adequate search of our files was not
conducted, you have the right to appeal this determination,
in writing, to the ¢ffice of the Judge Advocate General,
CJAG Cods 14, 1322 Patterson Awanue SE, Suite 3000,
Washington Navy Yard, DC 20374-5066.

The appeal muat be received in that office within 60
calendar days from the date of this letter in order to be
considersd. Please attach 2z copy of this letter and a copy.
of the original request. Include a statement regarding why
you believe weé may possess records responsive te your
reguest. Flease mark both the envelope and your appeal
letter “FOIA/PA APPEAL.”

Should you wish to discuss this matter, you may contact
the undersigned at (501) 874-316¢5.

Sincerelvy,

TOIA/PA Officer



