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Annan chooses Clinton as tsunami relief envoy
By Warren Hoge The New York Times 
Thursday, February 3, 2005

UNITED NATIONS, New York Secretary General Kofi Annan has selected former President Bill Clinton to be his special 
envoy for the countries affected by the tsunami in southern Asia.

Annan's spokesman, Fred Eckhard, said Tuesday that Annan is confident that Clinton will bring "energy, dynamism and 
focus to the task of sustaining world interest in the vital recovery and reconstruction phase following the tsunami disaster 
that hit South Asia on Dec. 26." 

In a statement from his New York office, Clinton said he looked forward to taking up the post on his return from a trip to 
the region later this month with former President George H.W. Bush. 

The two men, at the request of President George W. Bush, have been making appearances as representatives of a 
nongovernmental fund-raising campaign in the United States for tsunami relief.

UN diplomats had been expressing concern in recent days that the unprecedented international relief response to the 
tsunami might be lagging now that media focus was moving on.

In a plea to the General Assembly on Friday, Mark Malloch Brown, Annan's new chief of staff, said, "Please, please, as 
the cameras start to go away, sustain your interest and commitment in rebuilding, even as this terrible disaster leaves 
the headlines."

Referring to this remark in his statement on Clinton, Annan said he believed that "no one could possibly be better 
qualified for this task."

Clinton's role is expected to last two years. Jan Egeland, the UN emergency relief coordinator, will retain operational 
responsibilities for the recovery and rebuilding period, which Annan has estimated could last a decade.

Eckhard said it was likely Clinton would be called on to help settle longtime disputes between the governments and 
rebels in Indonesia and Sri Lanka. 

"I think one of the things the secretary general hopes the envoy could do would be to facilitate peace negotiations in both 
those cases," Eckhard said. He added that solutions might be more easily reached now because of the unifying 
experience of shared tragedy.

Officials said that the appointment had the approval of Bush but that details of Clinton's responsibilities at the United 
Nations, an organization that has had difficult relations with the administration, had still to be defined.

Richard Holbrooke, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations under Clinton and an outspoken supporter of Annan, 
said that "by choosing a world figure with such enormous public appeal in India and Southeast Asia," Annan had 
"guaranteed continued attention to the tsunami aftermath" and demonstrated that he was going to be a "very active 
secretary general" in the last two years of his tenure.
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