














health care card alone will mean little to people unless we
guarantee that services will be there for them.

Americans everywhere need to know there will be a doctor and a
health facility available to them. This is a problem that the
Catholic Health Association knows very well, because your members
have helped to address the problem in many rural and urban poor
areas.

I can guarantee you this: my husband believes very strongly in
making sure that all of America is adequately cared for... that
its needs are taken into account. We plan to target funds for
areas that now are under-served. We will strengthen the health-
care infrastructure in these areas by linking community-based
centers to other hospitals and providers... and by providing
incentives for the National Health Service Corps and other
programs for doctors to practice in remote parts of this country.

I should note here that I was especially proud that the work
of one of the Catholic health-care providers in rural Arkansas
was recognized this year for its wonderful work in caring for the
neediest. St. Elizabeth Health Center in Gould, Arkansas, serves
a community that other health-care providers have abandoned. For
the 15~hundred residents of Gould, the nearest doctor was out of
reach... more than 18 miles away! But almost three years ago, St.
Elizabeth’s set itself up in an old police station and it’s been
filling that critical void ever since.

Congratulations, St. Elizabeth’s, for your well-deserved
Achievement Citation... and for the example of service that you
set for rural America.

As we go through this process of reforming health care, I’m
counting on a new spirit of cooperation and commitment in our
country. I want again to feel that I’m living in the country
that I took for granted and was raised in. I know that for some
people, that sounds nostalgic and maybe unrealistic.

But I remember very well in the suburb I grew up in...
everybody looked out for each other, neighbors really cared about
each other. Doctors made house calls. All those kinds of things
may seem like part of distance past. But you know, there was a
connection among us then that I would like to see reinstilled in
America.

Health care touches us at our most basic human emotion...
the birth of a baby... the death of a loved one... walking those
long hospital corridors... or seeing the joy on a person’s face
when you tell them that everything is going to be all right.



That’s how, at the very most basic level, we understand what
it means to be a human being; that’s how we understand what it is
about life that connects us from generation to generation; that’s
what makes us reliant in a most fundamental way upon each other.

We’ve gotten away from that. We’ve watched bureaucracies
and paperwork and red tape distance us from human caring that
needs to be at the root of any health care system. And we can’t
wave a magic wand and reverse time.

But we can try to reconnect. I know that Catholic Health
Association members try every day to inject that extra bit of
humanity into the system. That’s the kind of effort that can make
all the difference at those moments when we find ourselves
dependent on each other.

This is what I hope: that in a few years we will not only
have a streamlined system; that we will not only have a better
distribution of health care professionals, and have more primary
and preventative health care physicians, and nurse practitioners,
and physician assistants; that we will not only have better
access, but we’ll feel better about ourselves and about each
other.

We won’t just be healthier... although that’s a tremendous
goal in itself... but we’ll all be part of a community of caring
again. And health care can be the start of that if we do it
right.

Thank you very much.



