Because no one
is above the law!

April 24, 2009

The Honorable Barbara Boxer, Chairman

The Honorable Johnny Isakson, Vice Chairman
The Honorable Mark L. Pryor, Member

The Honorable Sherrod Brown, Member

The Honorable Pat Roberts, Member

The Honorable James E. Risch, Member

United States Senate Select Committee on Ethics
220 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Re: Ethics Complaint Against Senator Christopher J. Dodd
Dear Senators:

Judicial Watch, Inc. is a non-profit educational foundation that is dedicated to
promoting transparency, integrity, and accountability in government and fidelity to the
rule of law. Judicial Watch, which has over 600,000 supporters, has a fifteen-year record
of combatting government corruption.

Judicial Watch, in the public interest, hereby files this formal complaint, under the
provisions of the Senate Ethics Manual, Appendix C (Rules of Procedure, Senate Ethics
Committee), Part IT (Supplementary Procedural Rules), Rule 2 (Procedures for
Complaints, Allegations or Information), against Senator Christopher J. Dodd of
Connecticut for improper conduct that reflects upon the U.S. Senate and the general
principles of public service (See Senate Ethics Manual, Appendix E).

This complaint concerns recent media reports alleging Senator Christopher Dodd
used his position and influence as a United States Senator to intervene on behalf of his
longtime friend and business associate, Edward Downe Jr. Senator Dodd is then alleged
to have benefited financially as a result of his intervention, and failed to disclose the
financial benefits by filing inaccurate Senate Financial Disclosure Statements from 2002
through at least 2007. (The Senate Financial Disclosure Statement for 2008 has not as
yet been filed and is not due until May 15, 2009.)

In 1993, Senator Dodd reportedly helped to reduce Edward Downe Jr.’s criminal
penalty for violating tax and securities laws by appearing at Downe’s sentencing in
federal court. In 2001, avoiding normal pardon vetting procedures, Senator Dodd helped
secure a full presidential pardon for Downe on President Clinton’s last day in office.
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Further, it appears that Senator Dodd may have failed to report the financial benefit he
received as a result of his interventions.’

More specifically, Senator Dodd appears to have failed to report a gift he received
in 2002 in the form of a significantly reduced sales price for two-thirds interest of a
property in County Galway, Ireland. (Senator Dodd already held a one-third interest in
the same property.)* Dodd purchased the two-thirds interest from co-owner William
Kessinger, an associate of Mr. Downe. Further, according to Senator Dodd’s Annual
Financial Disclosure Statements filed between 2002 and 2007, he has continued to file
seemingly inaccurate reports concerning the true value of his County Galway, Ireland,
prop}erty—in violation of the Ethics in Government Act of 1978, as amended, and federal
law.™

The Senate Ethics Manual requires “a good faith estimate of fair market value” if
a disclosed property is held for “investment or the production of income” and is worth
over $1,000 and cannot be determined by seven specific options. And it further provides
that “the filer must value assets as of any date that is within 31 days of the close of the
reporting period” (emphasis in original). The Senate Ethics Manual further requires the
disclosure of all gifts by Members of the Senate in annual financial statements,
“including the donor, description and value of all gifts aggregating $250 or more from a
single source in a single year”—whether or not the gifts are acceptable:

The fact that a gift must be disclosed under the Ethics in
Government Act (Senate Rule 34) has no bearing on whether the gift may
be accepted under the Gifts Rule (Senate Rule 34). In other words,
disclosing acceptance of a gift does not mean that the gift was necessarily
acceptable.’

! See Exhibit 1, Christopher Keating and Kevin Rennie, “Questions Raised About Dodd’s Cottage
in Ireland,” February 23, 2009, <http://blogs.courant.com/capitol _watch/2009/02/questions-raised-about-
dodds-c.html>.

2 Senate Ethics Manual, Select Committee on Ethics, United States Senate, 108" Congress, 19
Session, 2003 Edition, “The Gifts Rule,” pp. 22 and 23 <htip.//ethics.senate. gov/downloads/pdffiles

3 See Exhibit 2, Summary of Christopher J. Dodd’s U.S. Senate Public Financial Disclosure
Reports FY's 1995, 1996, and 2001-2007.

4 See 5U.S.C. app. 6, 104, and 18 U.S.C. 1001,

5 Senate Ethics Manual, Select Committee on Ethics, United States Senate, | 08" Congress, 2003
Edition, Chapter 5, Financial Disclosure, Rule 34, “The Disclosure Report Form,” Parts IIIA and I1IB:
Assets and Unearned Income Sources, p. 129 <http://ethics.senate.gov/downloads/pdffiles/manual.pdf>.
Defining Value: Filers have seven options to determine value -
1. recent appraisal of asset; . . .
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In 1993, Senator Dodd appeared in federal court on Downe’s behalf. The
following year, in 1994, Dodd reportedly obtained a one-third interest in property located
in an affluent section of County Galway, Ireland. The remaining two-thirds interest was
held by Downe’s friend William Kessinger. According to the Hartford Courant:

The Irish land registry isn’t open to the public in the manner of the
American system. It probably appeared unlikely that anyone would
discover the curious appearance of Downe’s nearly illegible signature as
the witness to Kessinger’s signing the official transfer document. Downe,
convicted, on probation and banned for life from the securities business,
described himself as “private investor” on the document and included his
New York address.®

In 1994, the same year Senator Dodd obtained his one-third interest in the Irish
property, Galway County Council Planning & Development records indicate that Dodd
received approval for alterations and an extension to the cottage to include a new terrace,
sun-lounge and utility bath, along with a new sliding door, fireplace, and chimney in the
connecting studio, at a cost of approximately $14,000. The application form lists
Christopher Dodd and William Kessinger as “Owners” of this property.”

In 1998, Senator Dodd submitted an application to the Galway County Council
for the development of a house and septic tank on 1.3 acres of the existing property,
which was ultimately denied. The Galway County Council Planning Enquiry and
Registration of Application documents list Dodd as “Owner.” There is no mention of
William Kessinger in the more than thirty-pages of documents on file with the planning
commission for this application.

6. Tor real estate—where the value is not ascertainable without an appraisal, (a) the
assessed value for tax purposes adjusted to reflect current market value if the assessment is computed at
less than 100% of current value (with this option, the filer must describe the method used to determine this
value and list the actual and not the category of amount); or (b) the actual purchase price of the real
property and the date of purchase (but both should be listed on the report form).

7. any other recognized indication of value (filer must describe the method of
determination of value).

6 See Exhibit 3, Kevin Rennie, “Dodd’s ‘Cottage’: A Cozy Purchase,” Courant.com, February
22, 2009 <hitp://www.courant.com/news/opinion/op_ed/he-rennic0222 artfeb22.0.1084534. print.column>.

7 See Exhibit 4, Galway County Council, Registration of Application, “Electronic Documents on
file for Planning Reference No. 0070793,” <htip://apps.galwaycoco.ie/planningenquiry/MainFrames.aspx>.

% See Exhibit 5, Galway County Council Planning Application Form, filed by Mr. Chris Dodd on
April 14, 1998; and May 3, 1998 letter from Niall J. Kearns & Co. Architects, to Galway County Council
re “Application to construct dwelling house with proprietary effluent Treatment System in Inishee,
Roundstone, Co. Galway”; Galway County Council, Registration of Application, “Electronic Documents
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In 2002—the year after Senator Dodd secured a full presidential pardon on behalf
of Edward Downe Jr.—Dodd purchased the remaining two-thirds interest in the County
Galway, Ireland, property from Kessinger at a price just slightly higher than the original
purchase price a full eight years before. Irish property records reportedly show Senator
Dodd purchased the final two-thirds interest for $122,351.°

The full purchase price of the house and land in 1994 was reportedly $160,000."

The U.S. Senate Financial Disclosure Reports for Annual and Termination
Reports for years 2002 through 2007 list the Irish property, under Block B, “Valuation of
Assets,” at between $100,001 and $250,000, with the parenthetical “value based on
appraisal at time of purchase” inserted in Block A for FY's 2006 and 2007, only."' The
2002 bank appraisal obtained by Senator Dodd for purchase of the remaining two-thirds
interest of the Irish property seems not to have reflected the property’s current value. The
Hartford Courant reported that the 2002 appraisal was “slightly more than its value eight
eventful years before, but much less than what might have been expected given the
explosion of Irish real estate prices.”'*

The property’s current value is likely much higher, as the Central Bank of Ireland
stated that between 1994 and 2004 prices of existing homes nearly quadrupled.”® Further,
a report by the Telegraph.co.uk estimated that in today’s market, Senator Dodd’s almost
ten acres of land and Irish cottage is worth somewhere “approaching $1 million, and very
possibly much more than that.”"*

It is likely that the Irish property, which may be valued today at over $1 million,
was worth over $480,000 in 2002. However, Kessinger’s two-thirds interest of the
property was purchased by Dodd in 2002 for $122,351. The purchase price of $122,351
is probably far less than the actual value of Kessinger’s share of the property. Disguising

on file for Planning Reference No. 981287,”<http://apps.galwaveoco.ie/planningenquiry/MainFrames,

? See Exhibit 1, Keating and Rennie, “Questions Raised About Dodd’s Cottage in Ireland.”
0 1d.

1" See Exhibit 2, Summary of Christopher J. Dodd’s U.S. Senate Public Financial Disclosure
Reports FYs 1995, 1996, and 2001-2007.

12 See Exhibit 1, Keating and Rennie, “Questions Raised About Dodd’s Cottage in Ireland.”
Brd
' See Exhibit 6, Toby Harnden, Telegraph.co.uk, “How politics works: Senator Christopher

Dodd and his cosy Irish cottage,” February 24, 2009<http://blogs. telegraph.co.uk/toby_harnden/blog
[2009/02/24/how _politics_works senator _christopher dodd and his_cosy_irish cottage >.
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this gift would provide a motive for Senator Dodd to fail to report the property’s true
value on his Financial Disclosure Statements since 2002."°

A primary purpose of the yearly Financial Disclosure Forms is to disclose,
monitor, and deter conflicts of interest, thereby maintaining public confidence in the
integrity of the United States Senate and its Members. Because the yearly Financial
Disclosure Forms require public disclosure of financial information by each Member of
the United Sates Senate, such as income, assets, gifts, financial interests, and liabilities,
the Forms provide the public at large, including the voters of a particular state, with the
information necessary to allow the public to evaluate and consider official conduct by a
Member of the United States Senate in light of that Member’s private finances.

By all appearances, Senator Dodd used his position and influence as a United
States Senator to intervene on behalf of his friend and convicted felon, Edward Downe
Jr., and received in turn a significant discount in the purchase of property in 2002.
Further, it appears Senator Dodd failed to report this gift on his annual Senate Financial
Disclosure Form, as required by law, and may have falsified his reports in the years
following the full acquisition of the Irish property by failing to accurately report the value
of his holdings.'¢

The Senate Ethics Manual states, in relevant part:

The financial disclosure provisions of the Ethics in Government
Act have been incorporated as Senate Rule 34, over which the Committee
has jurisdiction. In addition to any Committee action, the Ethics in
Government Act authorizes the Attorney General of the United States to
seek a civil penalty of up to $11,000 against an individual who knowingly
and willfully falsifies or fails to file or to report any required information.
Moreover, anyone who knowingly and willfully falsifies or conceals any
material fact in a statement to the Government may be fined up to $11,000
and is subject to criminal prosecution.'’

% If existing homes in Ireland had quadrupled in value between 1994 and 2004, it is reasonable to
believe the County Galway, Ireland, property purchased in 1994 for $160,000, may have tripled in value by
2002 ($160,000 x 3 = $480,000), with the two-thirds interest held by Kessinger worth $320,000 (2/3 of
$480,000 = $320,000). Senator Dodd purchased Kessinger’s two-thirds interest in 2002 for $122,351.

This would mean that Senator Dodd may have received a benefit of as much as $197,649 ($320,000 -
$122,351 = $197,649).

16 See 18 U.S.C. 1001, and 18 U.S.C. 3571.

17 Senate Ethics Manual, Select Committee on Ethics, United States Senate, 108™ Congress, 1%
Session, 2003 Edition, Chapter 5: Financial Disclosure, Rule 34, subsection C. “Failure to File or Filing
False Disclosure Statements,” page 127 [hitp://ethics.senate.gov/downloads/pdffiles/manual.pdf].
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The Honest Leadership and Open Government Act of 2007, which became law
September 14, 2007, increased the penalty for “falsifying . . . financial disclosure forms
from $10,000 to $50,000 and establishes criminal penalties of up to one year of
imprisonment.”'®

Certain details concerning Dodd’s co-ownership of a Washington, DC,
condominium with Edward Downe Jr. in the 1980s are just now surfacing. In light of the
potential improprieties of Dodd’s Irish land purchase, we believe Senator Dodd’s
financial disclosure reports filed with the Senate during that time period may also be
worth examining.'

As chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee,
Senator Christopher Dodd has a lead role in the oversight of the banking and finance
industries involving trillions of dollars. His decisions impact every single American
citizen. If Senator Dodd has violated the public’s trust by unlawful and corrupt conduct,
he must be held accountable. The Senate Ethics Manual sets forth the duty of this
Committee regarding these allegations and the importance of maintaining the public trust
as discussed under the “General Principles of Public Service.”

[1t is] the duty of the Select Committee to—"receive complaints
and investigate allegations of improper conduct which may reflect upon
the Senate, violations of law, violations of the Senate Code of Official
Conduct, and violations of rules and regulations of the Senate, relating to
the conduct of individuals in the performance of their duties as Members
of the Senate, or as officers or employees of the Senate, and to make

appropriate findings of fact and conclusions with respect thereto . . . .2

'8 Senate Republican Policy Committee, Legislative Notice, No. 26, August 2, 2007, “S.1 —

Lovipublic/ files/1.265 1 HonestheadershipOpenGovt080207C . pdf>.

19" See Exhibit 7, David Altimari and Matthew Kauffman, “GOP Chairman Criticizes Dodd Real
Estate Deal, Courant.com, March 10, 2009 <bttp://www.courant.com/news/politics/he-
dodd0310.artmar!0.0.4641659.storv>. Dodd and Downe shared an interest in the purchase of a
Washington, DC, condominium in the 1980s. Downe sold Dodd his interest in the Washington
condominium three and a half years after its purchase for reportedly $98,000. According to land records,
the original purchase price was reported to be $159,800, but there is no indication what portion Dodd
initially paid.

2 Senate Ethics Manual, Select Committee on Ethics, United States Senate, 108" Congress, 1%
Session, 2003 Edition, Appendix E, “Improper Conduct Reflecting Upon the Senate And General
Principles of Public Service,” p. 432 {http://ethics.senate. gov/downloads/pdifiles/manual.pdf].
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Accordingly, Judicial Watch requests a full investigation of Senator Dodd’s
financial disclosure filings as they relate to his real estate and other dealings with Edward
R. Downe Jr. and William Kessinger.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Singcerely,

Thomas Fitton
President

Enclosures

By: Fax (w/o Exhibits) and Mail

cc: Honorable Nancy Erikson,
Secretary of the Senate
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¥ CHRISTOPHER KEATING -

Questions Raised About Dodd's Cottage in Ireland

By Christopher Keating on February 23, 2009 7:32 AM | Permalink | Comments (10} 8 shere . AR B

Hartford Courant columnist Kevin Rennie is raising questions about U.S. Senator Christopher
Dodd's purchase of a one-third share of a cottage in Ireland in 1994 and his subsequent takeover of
the entire cottage years later.

Dodd is dismissing the questions as being part of the political season for the 2010 Senatorial
election, which is already starting to heat up.

Rennie reports the following:

"Ireland does not easily give up its secrets. That may have been one attraction it held for Sen.
Christopher Dodd in 1994 when he became an owner of a refuge on nearly 10 acres on the lrish
west coast. The murky tale includes a felonious inside trader, a Kansas City businessman, a
presidential pardon and what appears to be a financial bonanza to Dodd during the Irish property
boom.

"The saga of Dodd's lucrative Irish odyssey reveals that his two 2003 sweetheart loans from
subprime mortgage titan Countrywide Financial were not the first time he enjoyed a financial
advantage from a wealthy benefactor. The trail begins at one of New York's most desirable
addresses.

"In 19§3, Dodd's close friend, New York bon vivant Edward R. Downe Jr., got a heaping helping of
justice when his insider trader scheme caused him to plead guilty to violating tax and securities
laws. Downe, who lived at exclusive 25 Sutton Place on the Upper East Side with his then wife,
heiress Charlotte Ford, was nabbed setting up‘foreign accounts to make illegal insider stock trades
for himself and some socialite friends. Dodd attended Downe's sentencing, where the s¢hemer
received three years' probation and 3,000 hours of community service. Downe agreed a year later
to pay $11 million to the SEC.

"While Downe fought the SEC in 1994 about paying the penalty, Dodd and William Kessinger of
Kansas City, Mo., whom Dodd knew through Downe, purchased a house and nearly 10 acres (4
hectares in locat parlance) on the island of Inishnee in the affluent Roundtree sectioh of
Connemara, in County Galway, reland, for $160,000."

Rennie continued:

"In 19986, the Irish mortgage needed to be paid, and it was. A new mortgage was obtained,
according to Dodd, for the same amount. He has reported collecting rent in ranges from $201 to
$15,000 on his Senate ethics filings, though the names of the people who rented are not disclosed.
Through 2001, Dodd declared his interest in the Irish property as worth between $50,001 and
$100,000.

"In 2001, Dodd did the favor of a lifetime for his pal, Downe. The veteran senator circumvented the
normal Department of Justice vetting process and got Downe a full pardon from President Bill
Clinton on his last day in office. Dodd initiated the pardon request and included in his two-page letter
to Clinton the tidbit that he speaks to Downe nearly every day.

"Buddies Downe and Dodd probably mentioned the irish property now and then in their frequent
surveys of the world's highs and lows. While they were speaking daily, real estate prices in Ireland
were exploding.

"Between 1994 and 2004, according to the Central Bank of Ireland, prices of existing homes (as
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opposed to new ones) nearly quadrupled. But not according to a 2002 bank appraisal that Dodd
used in the purchase of Kessinger's interest.

"That year, a year after Dodd obtained a pardon for Downe, Dodd purchased Kessinger's two-thirds
interest in the Irish hideaway for only $127,000, according to Dodd. Irish property records obtained
for this story show it as $122,351. That was slightly more than its value eight eventful years before,
but much less than what might have been expected given the explosion of Irish real estate prices.”

Categories: Chris Dodd
Tags: Chris Dodd; Connemara, [retand
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Summary of Christopher J. Dodd’s
U.S. Senate Public Financial Disclosure Reports
FYs 1995, 1996 and 2001-2007

PART VII. LIABILITIES

YEAR Name of Address of Type of Date  Interest Term Value
Creditor Creditor Liability Incurred

1995 KILCARTROM Waterford, MORTGAGE 1994 5%  July  $100,001-
PROPERTIES Ireland ON COTTAGE 1996  $250,000

PART IIIB. NON-PUBLICLY TRADED ASSETS AND UNEARNED INCOME SOURCES

BLOCK A BLOCKB BLOCK C

IDENTITY VALUATION TYPE AND AMOUNT OF INCOME

OF ASSET
Cottage —County Galway $50,001 - $100,000 Rent $201 -$1,000

Ireland — 1/3 Interest

PART VII. LIABILITIES

YEAR Name of Address of Type of Date  Interest Term Value
Creditor Creditor Liability Incurred

1996 EBS BUILDING Dublin, Ireland MORTGAGE 1996  6.6%  15yrs  $15,001-$50,000
SOCIETY ON COTTAGE

(Re-financing of existing mortgage)

PART IIIB. NON-PUBLICLY TRADED ASSETS AND UNEARNED INCOME SOURCES

BLOCK A BLOCK B BLOCK C

IDENTITY VALUATION TYPE AND AMOUNT OF INCOME
OF ASSET

Cottage —County Galway $50,001 - $100,000 Rent $2,501 -$5,000

Ireland — 1/3 Interest

PART VII. LIABILITIES

YEAR Name of Address of Type of Date  Interest Term Value
Creditor Creditor Liability Incurred

2001 EBSBuilding Dublin, Ireland Variable Rate 1996  55%  15yrs  $15,001-$50,000
Society on Mortgage

PART IIIB. NON-PUBLICLY TRADED ASSETS AND UNEARNED INCOME SOURCES

BLOCK A BLOCKB BLOCK C

IDENTITY VALUATION TYPE AND AMOUNT OF INCOME
OF ASSET

Cottage —County Galway $50,001 - $100,000 Rent $1,001 -$2,500

Ireland — 1/3 Interest
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Summary of Christopher J. Dodd’s
U.S. Senate Public Financial Disclosure Reports
FYs 1995, 1996 and 2001-2007

PART VII. LIABILITIES

YEAR Name of Address of Type of Date Interest Term Value
Creditor Creditor Liability Incurred
2002 EBSBuilding Dublin, Ireland Variable Rate 1996  5.5% 15yrs  $15,001-$50,000
Society on Mortgage
(paid off July 2002)
AIB Dublin, Ireland  Variable Rate 2002  3.85% 20 yrs $100,001-$250,000
Mortgage on
Cottage
PART IIIB. NON-PUBLICLY TRADED ASSETS AND UNEARNED INCOME SOURCES
BLOCK A BLOCK B BLOCK C
IDENTITY VALUATION TYPE AND AMOUNT OF INCOME
OF ASSET
Cottage —County Galway, $100,001 - $250,000 Rent $2,501 -$5,000
Ireland

PART VII. LIABILITIES

YEAR Name of Address of Type of Date  Interest Term Value
Creditor Creditor Liability Incurred

2003 AIB Dublin, Ireland  Variable Rate 2002 3.85% 20 yrs $100,001-$250,000
Mortgage on
Cottage

PART ITIB. NON-PUBLICLY TRADED ASSETS AND UNEARNED INCOME SOURCES

BLOCK A BLOCK B BLOCK C

IDENTITY VALUATION TYPE AND AMOUNT OF INCOME

OF ASSET
Cottage —County Galway $100,001 - $250,000 Rent $5,001 - $15,000
Ireland (J)

PART VII. LIABILITIES

YEAR Name of Address of Type of Date  Interest Term Value
Creditor Creditor Liability Incurred

2004 aB Dublin, Ireland ~ Variable Rate 2002 3.30% 20 yrs $100,001-$250,000
Mortgage on
Cottage

PART IIIB. NON-PUBLICLY TRADED ASSETS AND UNEARNED INCOME SOURCES

BLOCK A BLOCK B BLOCK C

IDENTITY VALUATION TYPE AND AMOUNT OF INCOME

OF ASSET
Cottage ~County Galway, $100,001 - $250,000 Rent $201 - $1,000
Ireland (J)
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Summary of Christopher J. Dodd’s
U.S. Senate Public Financial Disclosure Reports
FYs 1995, 1996 and 2001-2007

PART VII. LIABILITIES

YEAR Name of Address of Type of Date  Interest Term Value
Creditor Creditor Liability Incurred

2005 AIB () Dublin, Ireland  Variable Rate 2002 3.30% 20 yrs $100,001-$250,000
Mortgage on
Cottage

PART IIIB. NON-PUBLICLY TRADED ASSETS AND UNEARNED INCOME SOURCES

BLOCK A BLOCK B BLOCKC

IDENTITY VALUATION TYPE AND AMOUNT OF INCOME

OF ASSET
Cottage ~County Galway, $100,001 - $250,000 Rent $2,501 - $5,000
Ireland (7)

PART VII. LIABILITIES

YEAR Name of Address of Type of Date  Interest Term Value
Creditor Creditor Liability Incurred
2006 AIB () Dublin, Ireland  Variable Rate 2002 4.6% 20 yrs $100,001-$250,000
Mortgage on
Cottage
PART IIIB. NON-PUBLICLY TRADED ASSETS AND UNEARNED INCOME SOURCES
BLOCK A BLOCK B BLOCK C
IDENTITY VALUATION TYPE AND AMOUNT OF INCOME
OF ASSET
Cottage —County Galway $100,001 - $250,000 Rent $5,001 - $15,000

Ireland (J) (value
based on appraisal at
time of purchase)

PART VII. LIABILITIES

YEAR Name of Address of Type of Date  Interest Term Value
Creditor Creditor Liability Incurred

2007 AIB () Dublin, Ireland  Variable Rate 2002 5.1% 20 yrs $100,001-$250,000
Mortgage on
Cottage

PART IIIB. NON-PUBLICLY TRADED ASSETS AND UNEARNED INCOME SOURCES

BLOCK A BLOCK B BLOCK C

IDENTITY VALUATION TYPE AND AMOUNT OF INCOME

OF ASSET
Cottage —Cnty Galway,  $100,001 - $250,000 Rent $5,001 - $15,000
Ireland (J) Value based

on appraisal at time of purchase)
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Dodd's 'Cottage': A Cozy Purchase

Kevin Rennie
NOW YOU KNOW

February 22, 2009

Ireland does not easily give up its secrets. That may The Averaae Driver Pays About

have been one attraction it held for Sen. Christopher $2/D rA Ins N
Dodd in 1994 when he became an owner of a refuge on $T|l,;ne ¥°u?,ay Tg,tgmh? g,l:? gft?

nearly 10 acres on the Irish west coast. The murky tale
includes a felonious inside trader, a Kansas City
businessman, a presidential pardon and what appears to
be a financial bonanza to Dodd during the Irish property
boom.

The saga of Dodd's lucrative Irish odyssey reveals that
his two 2003 sweetheart loans from subprime mortgage
titan Countrywide Financial were not the first time he
enjoyed a financial advantage from a wealthy
benefactor. The trail begins at one of New York's most i
desirable addresses.

©2008 *NAIC 200472005 Auto Insurance Database Report

In 1993, Dodd's close friend, New York bon vivant Edward R. Downe Jr., got a heaping helping of
justice when his insider trader scheme caused him to plead guilty to violating tax and securities laws.
Downe, who lived at exclusive 25 Sutton Place on the Upper East Side with his then wife, heiress
Charlotte Ford, was nabbed setting up foreign accounts to make illegal insider stock trades for himself
and some socialite friends. Dodd attended Downe's sentencing, where the schemer received three

years' probation and 3,000 hours of community service. Downe agreed a year later to pay $11 million
to the SEC.

While Downe fought the SEC in 1994 about paying the penalty, Dodd and William Kessinger of
Kansas City, Mo., whom Dodd knew through Downe, purchased a house and nearly 10 acres (4
hectares in local parlance) on the island of Inishnee in the affluent Roundtree section of Connemara, in
County Galway, Ireland, for $160,000.

Kessinger and Downe have a history as business partners in a Missouri real estate investment company.
Dodd, who says he contributed $12,000 to the purchase price, owned one-third of the house, Kessinger

two-thirds. They purchased the property with a two-year mortgage from the seller of the property that
was, according to Dodd's Senate financial disclosures for both 1994 and 1995, between $100,001 and

3/5/2009 3:44 PM
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$250,000.

The Trish land registry isn't open to the public in the manner of the American system. It probably
appeared unlikely that anyone would discover the curious appearance of Downe's nearly illegible
signature as the witness to Kessinger's signing the official transfer document. Downe, convicted, on
probation and banned for life from the securities business, described himself as "private investor" on
the document and included his New York address.

When Downe agreed to pay $11 million to the SEC in 1994, he claimed he was virtually bankrupt. Six
months later, he made $2,000 in contributions to Dodd, again listing his occupation as "private
investor." Must be a lot of loose change in the cushions at 25 Sutton Place, even in a "bankrupt"
pauper's grand apartment.

In 1996, the Irish mortgage needed to be paid, and it was. A new mortgage was obtained, according to
Dodd, for the same amount. He has reported collecting rent in ranges from $201 to $15,000 on his
Senate ethics filings, though the names of the people who rented are not disclosed. Through 2001,
Dodd declared his interest in the Irish property as worth between $50,001 and $100,000.

In 2001, Dodd did the favor of a lifetime for his pal, Downe. The veteran senator circumvented the
normal Department of Justice vetting process and got Downe a full pardon from President Bill Clinton
on his last day in office. Dodd initiated the pardon request and included in his two-page letter to
Clinton the tidbit that he speaks to Downe nearly every day.

Buddies Downe and Dodd probably mentioned the Irish property now and then in their frequent

surveys of the world's highs and lows. While they were speaking daily, real estate prices in Ireland
were exploding.

Between 1994 and 2004, according to the Central Bank of Ireland, prices of existing homes (as

opposed to new ones) nearly quadrupled. But not according to a 2002 bank appraisal that Dodd used in
the purchase of Kessinger's interest.

That year, a year after Dodd obtained a pardon for Downe, Dodd purchased Kessinger's two-thirds
interest in the Irish hideaway for only $127,000, according to Dodd. Irish property records obtained for
this story show it as $122,351. That was slightly more than its value eight eventful years before, but
much less than what might have been expected given the explosion of Irish real estate prices.

At the same time, Dodd financed the purchase of Kessinger's share with a 20-year variable rate
mortgage from an Irish bank for approximately $159,000 at 3.85 percent.

In his 2002 Senate financial disclosure, Dodd, whb berates bankers for failing to disclose the truth
about their investments, reported the value of the "cottage" as between $100,001 and $250,000.

So it continues through Dodd's 2007 disclosure (his most recent). However, a vague and shifty note by
the senator appears in his 2006 and 2007 disclosures when he declares "value based on appraisal at
time of purchase."

Senate ethics rules require the valuation of an asset be from the close of the reporting period, which is

Dec. 31. Dodd's spokesman says the rules require "a good faith estimate of the dollar value," not an
annual reappraisal. To make a disclosure that reflected the effect of the Irish property boom risked

3/5/2009 3:44 PM



Dodd's 'Cottage": A Cozy Purchase -- Courant.com hitp://www .courant.com/news/opinion/op_ed/hc-rennie0222.artfeb22..

unwelcome questions as Dodd began his quest for the presidency.

Someone might also have noticed that of all the affluent seaside towns in all the world, it's the one
where Dodd has a home that Downe and current wife, Mary, have in the past few years have been
sponsors of local events. Dodd and the Downes have even been sponsors of the same horsey Champion
of Champions event in tony Roundstone. Dodd says the Downes have never stayed at or rented his
house in Inishnee, nor had any financial role in it.

Now, as Dodd suffers public contempt for failing to offer a credible explanation for his dealings with
Countrywide, he also faces questions about possible financial advantages gained in Ireland. U.S. Senate
ethics investigators, now looking into Countrywide, should ask.

« Kevin Rennie is a lawyer and a former Republican state legislator. His column appears
Sundays in the CTOpinion section. He can be reached at kfrennie @yahoo.com.

What's your view? Make it known with a Letter to the Editor: www.courant.com/writeletter

Copyright © 2009, The Hartford Courant

3of3 3/5/2009 3.44 PM



EXHIBIT 4




c2 GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL
B LOCAL GOVERNMENT {Planning & Development) ACTS 1863 - 1903
DECISION under SEGTION 28 of ACT of 1883 (a8 amended)

Ret Noin Planning Register: 70793

Data of Res of Application: 14/04/1994

Mr. Christopher Dodd,
¢/o niam Clarke,

Sky Road,

Clifden,

Co. Galway,

L heraly give you NOTICE that the Galway County Council has by order deted 21 MAY a4
decided to grant permission

to th& above named, for development of land, In accordanca with documanta lodged,
namaely:

Extension to house in the townland of Inilshnee, Kilecartron.
and subject to the conditions none gst out In the Schedula harsto,
Signedthis 7 .. wggs  on behalf of Galwey County Councll

pp Counly Secratary

SEE ATTACHED SCHEDRULE
{CONDITIONS NOS none)

4

Pleasa ses afteched shest for Important Notice regarding Planning Appeals



| O
COMMENGEMENT NOTICE

HOTICR DY COMMINURMENT DMHDER FPART IX OF THR BUILDIRG REQULATIORS, 1391

1, )?ngsw DATE of woxkas ox the making of material change of use

2. LOCATION. particulars of the location of the building to which the
notice relates and the uze or intended use of the building.........

DR ARG RT L KIEARR TRAN A RTSHINEE, RAQASTo v E

3. DESCRYIPTION of proposed works or .of material change of use

KRR AT ONS  AMD AR AW IOV I AT R AT

--oo.-otllblhnl»v--vo'.---c-o;l.tvnht.o.-c-o..;ot‘It-aocv..lun--v-

@ e RN

‘o g gt i B g onia g ek 8 patige eieten)

N we 3. Wb, BLRRRE, L. KesorNeE HONIER ... "mel o gendtox
veesea.  Baph Hpddam,, Ly 1102, Grand Avenuve ... .rax No (402),324-0353
onne02$Cutl 06423 Kansas City, Missouri 64106

5. CONTRACTOR {(person who is to carry out woxks to which the notice ralates)
Nama ..QHB‘J&.T.QPHE& TeRADD. ..,

Addrens, (JALARTRIN.. | wsﬁm')a ROVNDSTOWE. ) Tel No 18452,

........ e esuurersasaserrsecternensvnesnrsnensaserae FAX KO 0uiL.,

6. PLANS - person or pexsons frxom whouw such plans, documents and
information as may ba netesmsary to mhow that the bullding or works will
comply with the xequirements of the Buildinq Regulations, may be obtaine

© O HBME svsrecenvnne Leviesaiinannn N dans v v e e .
@ AdAransm. o v ivs i annone e ee e e R S (PR ,mal No...ovoe.

e aiesr s aes e cenedrasan PPN eeen ...iTE:.‘pr Ro- PN

th e
e

" rerTate Tou
7. POUNODATIOCNS & Lo230 TP RS O

obtnined of
(i)) tha pour;ng of nn¥ 3
{14} th covarin up o an age s
Name ..? HRIST .P}¥57§.7E ‘7t
iN

w--NAdreRs, HLL,CA&TRJJN RUSHPER Vr rel fordesa
..... Ve v e iasussu e kb aan e {ag No ......
- GLEIE Y )) o7 - .

4, Planning Permimsion No.7.87191.ri fai* d@fti§%aate No.,...&...
.. BIGRA QWNER {oxr him agent) .....X.{..JE,..,.
N DA’I’El.l/] Z
&- (This notl £o be mubmitted M_ﬁmupmn.ﬁ.uﬂ_mﬁ_nm_mmmn
%mgmmmzﬂuammm of the works -or -the.materdal change of
Eﬁfse). LS~ .S

Pire Safety Cort Requized: ..... teseerarssan cerae TTELT

‘Date requixed ...avevernivense “EEBC NO veaivenn oo

Contribution stc Payazble: .,.....,..... Date of Entry et arrenes e



GALNAY._COUNTY. comicth
Box Wo, 17,
Planning & Davaloprent Ssction,

County Buildings,
rraspechk Hill,
gal¥ay.

c\listofher, Vodd
uo ah Claeke
[kt 2OAD
()
ot Cden
AE1 Applioskion for VORMISSiOon For CreCulion 1D houre
AL _Tnishnet

LS T [ S

Data of Recaipt! Il w54 plapning Ref, Ho. 767
i 93

Deax GirgiKdam,

1 wish bo scknowledgs reaeipt of your applicabion xegarding the
above which ia undax active consideration and a further

go:mumntxon will be addrensed ko you at the earliest possibla
Ate.

In any furthex comauniocaticn/quazy with this office congerning
your applioation, plesss quoke tha Planning Refecence Hunbax ax
shown above.

Yourx falthfully,

+  Lloupoll

COURTY JKGRETARY

HOTK: "Provislion is mrdas in the Local Govarnsant {Plasning 2
Developsent) (Feew) Regulations, 1984 for the paxkial rafuad of
feaa in the case of cextaln rapeat applications whexe the full
standard foo was paid in xeapsct of the fixst application and
whers both applioations xelate to developmant of tha sazs
chaxacter or desmoription and ta the saxe sike, Mn application fox
a refund nust bs made in writing to the Planning huthoxity and
recelved by thea within the paxicd of two monkhs Haginning on tha
date of the Planning Authowiby’s dueoinlon on ths sacend
apelication™.
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APTLICANT'S AR AND ADORESS mm;%mnm
wo. o, TOIY:

b ~ siabep  vedd N
fin itk Clav'e (A ——
e Sufde 34 Sy
e O TR Y N A L TONIAD
) L0 NE /MKH‘VEF
m“,‘\u)d'vm?l"*"’ REERIVED O vevee s 2 0 P e Fifeas
Information | Replacenent of sub= [seandard septic Tank 2GRS | oTIcE: Zhp/a
supplied by | standard House m:' Plans and conditions, .u’ﬁ%
Applicant N sopen |owmer of stee
Kew Paxm loase?,, Pl k-G 1
bt sewr Wi o |wstmm

1
FRIVTOUS APPLICATIONT Reg.Fo and Declalon' REFER TO

N T
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LIAM CLARKE

[
Architect B.Arch, MRIAL

SKY ROAD

CGUFDEN Pepwor wo DET
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\\Z LWAY COUNTY COUNCIL
COMHARLE CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

PLANNH«G ATPLICATION FORM
FOIRM JARRATAIS PLEANALA

Plannlng & Devetapment Sevilon
An Rotna Pleonsts sgus Fortipriha

County Bultdings
Aras en Chontae

Galway Phane: (093) 63351

A1l Questions Must Ts A . . Gallimh Fér: {052) €151
uestions Mus ¢ Answere
Ni Mar Gach Celst A Fhreo gofit ’;:;:,“zg;{fz:;(,

Local Government (Planning & Development) Acts, 1963 - 1992,
Aehtanns an Riakinis Afdlui} (Pleanail ogus Forbairt) 1963 go dif 1992
APPLICATION FOR:

Tarrates dot

L Permission g/ Outine Permission D Approval D Retention D
Ceed Cead Imlins Ceadhi Cead Chotnnendt
[Yick whichever it applicable] - (OVK s 31 bhorws e,
2. Applicant’s Narme (Mr, Meay-biivs. She fetepher, Podd
Ainen 3n Temhol (6ass). Been, falon}

Address , Biloartron, Inishnee, Raundstons, Co: Galuey.
Seoladt

Phene No.y

3, Address to which correspondence aad noflees are to he sent: Uleshir Fons
Scoladh g0 ehormbihevegrors

nad.. G4

L an behalf of npplical
Alem ogus Scolsdh an thrsambela: 13 ep Geishmhy thar cheann oa anatheli;

Aa sbovs

o, BALY ot
PhOE o H2377. 21430
S, Name and Address of person rexponsible for preparation of plans:  VimhirFesi
Alnen 2551 Seoedh 49 14 91 reagrech 24 ca Heimnga 3 vlimby:

As_abave
%6. AppHeant's interest Insite - {L.e. owner, prospeclive buyer ete:

Speit entamitialr 3a sulonh « {ie, Uincir, Abkar cheannaiibeon):

Dwnur

7. State 1he arca of the site ty which the spplication relntes (in heclares):
Lustch Nadsiclr o wiomh 8 Bhedresnn en UVhmns (i {inhectalf:

8. I applicant is not {he owner, state the owner's nume and nddresst
Mora b an Ularmeihols b vaingsr, ezigh abin sgos reoleth b laaibotr;

9. Deseription of proposed development:
Tuslae eren bhloibalt sl bouteliba:

707‘,}‘,}

Extunaton to Coltoge

10. X applicaton is for rezention, pleasc Indicate:
Mes harmasin c21d xginneail ais | yeeidl, lusigh

{n) dnte 4 (b dnte completed,
data tosu data criochnaithe




u.‘l‘ocnllon of proposed development (i.e. Streel, town, lownlond, ete.):
Sutomb a2 fosberdt »ua bezrzithe (Le, trald, Baile, baite feoraina}

Kur.-{rtron. Iniabnes, Muundgtons, Ca, Galwey,

12, State number of dweilings (i any) to be p deds ..
Lunlgh tiss va dieach puackbe st Je cor ot fiik

13, Previous permisston no's, (if any): ...53320 nd 68621
Uirheeacha e craxdithe:

L eTfniort
14, Floor aren of proposed busililng .t metres,  Rstimated cost of proposed bullding: £.18,990.90
‘Achar wihte an Bolrgeienh a3 beartales Turhi a2 canss pt Lerbariks i bearabive,

15, Exitting use of iand or structurer .. Nouss end Studia
4614 13 Wm0 30 Dcligelah feol athals:

YES NO

S'u Miva

16, Wnlproposed be ted by an Envi 1 Impnet Stat 17 D
 mbeidh kst Iuotn elfeatht ar en dimpealfret 1 prutdeeckin wa Iarnlat 41r beartaline?

Have you consuited the B.S,B, in relnilon to the p ?.....Extaking Sunply,
An chufy tu eial thulg b B.S.L. smor eheall treonar Kkevsachals da forbaln?

18. Stule source of walcr supply for proposed Exlating Suoply

Lanlgh folnse 1 el uthar uisce don bhEosS3IA ato beartatar

s
19, Wil proposed devclopmcm e cunnc:(cd to; (8) publlc u\ver l.j or  (b}septic lank g
An eobeld 2a Mecbaket 3t phattil o dsbhich seareehals

YES NO
Yo Hides

)

20, Wil septic tank be construtied in accordnnce \vllhEo)ns Publieation 8.| R
Anmbeleh va Obtineh searachels 1ephn e o feilseachan sokas SR, € 1991

£xisking Sspkde Tank k .f(}‘\o‘
IR
1 yes, snbralt trlat hole and percolntlon test resulls on Form A. ( 14
~

MU, culr 12 1ghalgh fonbai an phott] Cayals egus 7 tishscka aloibtelik e Froir

21. {a) Is preposed devetopment o veplaceracnt of substandord dwelliop? .. WS NO B/

Andeach ot an [anad 1ean 1each? S ke

(b} Ys proposed development o new fnem haute ot yoar form? Yrs D NO [3/
Anteach felms rvs €1 Nibies

(c) s proposed development an additlonal famlly dwelling on [he temily farm? YLS NO Eg/
Antesch consltha 18 Shrels o5 el 1 beepbtelgh an asbeln ros? s ¥

I {he answer Lo sny of the sbove quesilons 5 Yo' then compdrte relevens Forms svefloble Jrom Plennlng Office

#nd Indlcsic on stz map the Jocoilon of yaur preseal dwdling end (he boundertes of slt [and ketd by yau of yoor femlly,
Mot ¢ "% 10 {reages ar s o chenn dc o1 cetiicanns thuulvaile, Hos na folrmaache via 16 £l s QAL Mzcaat yus biapestn u Rancait eaaid,
82 Feach coniithe fach lethiir 3gvs 1corainn A3 1clan ot fod 413 341 (el no o do chlera,

I certify that the lnformation given above Is correct and | enclose hierewtt fee £.21:99
Derdbhaim o EMulh uni-cbst bt toghta Gzt agamervlan gyl estrim chugss s st 13ils,
SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT (OR AUTHORISED AGENT)

SHIU AN lARRA'{HO?IQ GHIOMIAIRE UDRATTIE}

G AL

Dy

Pt
IMPORTANT: [iease nolify’ I(h olTieSt you de non rebieve o ncknowhedgement sf his sppticatinn within 7 doge.
TABHACHTACH: Wuo Yhicigheann i sdhnthail et on fariztzt seo Inlstlgh e 719, cuir & sin In it don cifig Sco, b 90 thoil
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EXHIBIT 5




GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL

Planning & Development Section
COMHAIRLE CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

An Roinn Pleanala agus Forbartha

County Buildings
PLANNING APPLICATION FORM Aras an Chontae
FOIRM I_ARRATAIS PLEANALA Galway Phone: (091) 63151
: Gaillimh Fén: (091) 63151
All Questions Must Be Answered i
Ni Mor Gach Ceist A Fhreagairt ::;‘;;?3;:,6258;177
Local Government (Planning & Development) Acts, 1963 - 1992, YT
Achtanna an Rialtais Aitiuil (Pleanail agus Forbairt) 1963 go dti 199 L E g/ Y5 [
APPLICATION FOR: | s L
Iarratas do: ' y f’ <l
: X

. g 5 % ol t<ud )

1. Permission g Outline Permisgion D Approval D £ Retention D
Cead Cead Imlfne "+, - Ceadd . Cead Choinneail

(Tick whichever is applicable) - (Cuir Tic sa bhosca cui).

2, Applicant's Name (Mr, Mrs, Miss) WK " Chﬂ& MD@AA’

Ainm an larrathoir (Uasal, Bean, Inion)

 Address , C!O Brendan Favacer, ;‘?,MW
el Blwe 7 T~

3. Address to which correspt;'ndence and notices are to be sent: ,’f
Scoladh do chomhfhreagras:

_ouw L g, QWH KT, MES‘C(éJ |
4. Name and Address of Agent authorised to act n behalf of applic

, Ainm agus Scoladh an ghniomhaire ata ag feidhmiu thar cheann an iarrathoir:

A Lange Quuty ST, WESTALT |

S
Phone No.: O?@;li _}

5. Name and Address of person responsible for preparation of plans:  Uimir Fon:
Ainm agus Seoladh an te ata freagrach as na pleananna & ullmhy:

W Large 2. Rwy, ST, WECTALT, Gty

6. Applicant's interest in site - (i.e. owner, prospective buyer etc.):
Speis an iarrathoir sa suiomh - {i.c. Uineir, Abhar cheannaitheora):

Dwnes

7. State the area of the site to which the application relates (in hectares): ...\ 5 f;\p{

Luaigh limistcir an suiomh a bhaincann an t-iarratas leis (in hectair);
8. If applicant is not the owner, state the owner's name and address:

Muna be an t-iarrathoir an t-uineir, luaigh ainm agus scoladh ania}lhmn

9. Description of proposed development:
Tuairisc ar an bhfiorbain ata beanaithe:

Howie + Sepfc Taun

10. If application is for retention, please indicate:
Mas iarratais cead choinneail ata i geeist, luaigh

(a) date commenced ,/ .......... (b) date completed... /

data tosu data criochnaithe




11. Location of proposed development (i.e. street, town, townland, etc.):
Suiomh na forbartha ata beartaithe' (i.e. sraid, baile. baile fcarainn)

Koo Toishne b ﬂV\/LW‘*’I

12. State number of'dwellings (if any) to be provided: 4 .

Luaigh lion na diteach conaithe ata le cur ar fail:

. . s . (&
13. Previous permission no’s. (if any): e
Uimbhreacha iar cheadaithe:

14. Floor area of proposed building: . sq metres.  Estimated cost of proposed building: £..1001000 —

Achar urlair an fhoirgnimh ata beanaithe: Tuairim ar costas na forbartha ata beartaithe.

15. Existing use of land or structure: A’?\\," wallune

Usaid na talun no an thoirgnimh Taoi lathair:

YES NO
Sea  Nihea
16. Will proposed application be accompanied by an Environmental Impact Statement? D af

An mbeidh raiteas faoin eifeacht ar an dtimpeallact i gecuideachia an iarratas ata beartaithe?

17. Have you consulted the E.S.B. in relation to the proposal" Zf; >
An chuir tu sceal chuig an B.S.L. mar cheall ar coras leictreachais den forbaint?
18. State source of water supply for proposed development: ;PWEU" qpfw_g
Luaigh foinse an tsolathar visce don bhiorbairt ata beartaithe: S
19. Will proposed development be connected to: (a) public sewer D or  (b) septic tank g
An mbeidh an fhorbairt ata beartaithe ceangailte le coras searachas phoibli no dabhach searachais
YES NO
20. Will septic tank be constructed in accordance with Eolas Publication S.R. 6 1991? Sea - Nihea
An mbeidh an dabhach searachais togtha de reir foilseachan eolas S.R. 6 19912« e ﬂ D
¥ © | tanring and Development

4 If yes, submit trial hole and percolation test results on¥orm A. Section
Ma ta, cuir ar aghaidh torthai an phoill teastala agus na triallacha siothlaithe ar Fhoirm A.

21.(a)Is proposed development a replacement of substangard dwellmﬁC’ﬂan YES D NO g

An teach nua ¢ in icnad sean teach?

) e S'ca I Nilea
(b) 1Is proposed development a new farm house on your farm? YES [j NO g
An teach feirme nua ¢? S'ca Nih'ea

('c) Is proposed development an additional family dwelling on the family farm? YES [j NO @

An teach conaithe sa bhreis ar fheimm an teaghalaigh an fhorbain nua? S'ca Nih'ea

If the answer to any of the above questions is 'Yes' then complete relevant Forms available from Planning Office

and indicate on site maps the location of your present dwelling and the boundaries of all land held by you or your family.
Mas ¢ "ta" an freagra ar aon cheann de na ceistcanna thuasluaite, lion na foirmeacha ata le fail an Oifig Pleanala agus taispeain ar learscail ionaid,
do theach conaithe laoi lathair agus tcorainn na talun ar fad ata agat fein no ag do chlann,

, . N . . L. O
I certify that the information given above is correct and I enclose herewith fee 5:30r ...... e
Dearbhaim go bhfuil an t-¢olas ata tughta thuas agam cruinn agus cuirim chugat le sco taille.

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT (OR AUTHORISED AGENT)
SINIU AN IARRATHOIR (NO OMHAIRE UDRAITHE)

JRLE: ot
IMPORTANT: Piease nofify this office if you do not recieve an acknowledgemenl of this application within 7 days.

TABHACHTACH: Muna bhfaigheann tu adhmhail ar an iarratas seo laistigh de 7 1a, cuir ¢ sin in iul don oifig seo, le do thoil.



Niall J. Kearns & Co.

ARCHITECTS

-

| E T 27 WILLIAM STREET WEST, GALWAY.
R 2—.(1‘ VPR LS Tel (091) 586176 Fax (091) 589445
Galway County Council, Ref.

Planning & Development Sedtion, 008
Liosbaun Ind. Estate, 275 MAY 1
Tuam Road, 877 .
Galway., SN

Planning & 84C > 120705798,
GALWAY COUNTY COUICIL 705/

Pl. Ref. No. 98/1287 - Galway County Council,

Re: Application to construct dwelling house with proprietary
effluent Treatment System in Inishnee, Roundstone, Co. Galway.

on behalf of our client Paul & Joyce Kelly, Inishnee, we wish
to lodge an objection to any decision to grant permission to the
above application. The reasons for our objection are as follows.

1. The proposed development is located in an exposed section
of landscape designated as an area of High Senic Amenity
{HSAA) in the County Development Plan, which could result
in serious injury to the visual amenity both from land and
gea, and it would alter the character of the area and
detract from it.

2. Houses permitted in areas zoned High Scenic Amenity
are restricted to those under family need. This is
obviously not the case in this application as Chris Dodd
already owns a {holiday) house on adjoining lands and his
domicile is in the U.S.A. (Development Control Policy!}.

3. The proposed development cannot comply with the
requirement of the County Development Plan with regard
to Public Road Frontage as defined in Table 7A (1) of
the County Development Plan.

4, Section 7.2.2 of the Development Plan excludes "Piecemeal
and disorderly development of backlands". This site
matches the definition of "Backlands" in the Plan.

5. To permit this house would create a precedent for
indiscriminate development of holiday houses, on Inishnee,
with disasterous effects on a relatively unspoilt
environment.

g?s W Continued over...
n

Niall J. Kearns. B.Arch,, M.RLAL V.A.T. Reg. No. [E47019098



Continuation Sheet/...

6 .

We note that the applicant proposes to obtain his water
supply across my clients land. While this is not strictly
a matter for the Planning Authority to consider, my
clients have not given consent for this encroachment or
easement.

On matters of procedure, the required tests for soil
suitability (8.R.6: 1991) septic tanks have not been
submitted. Neither have any details of the "Proprietary
Effluent Treatment System been submitted. As a result, we
cannot examine the application in respect of this aspect.

Please inform us of any submission of further information or a
decision by the Planning Authority.

Yours sincerely,

- — Y st o

Nialjl J. Kearns.



EXHIBIT 6




How politics works: Senator Christopher Dodd and his cosy Irish cott...  http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/toby _harnden/blog/2009/02/24/how_polit..

1of6

Where am I? Telegraph.co.uk > Telegraph Blogs > Foreign Correspondents > Trail Mix 2008 > Toby Harnden
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How politics works: Senator Christopher Dodd and his cosy Irish cottage
Posted By:_ Toby Harnden at Feb 24, 2009 at 05:44:00 [General]
Posted in: Foreign Correspondents

An intriguing item here from the dogged Kevin Rennie of the Hartford Courant that
highlights a classic example of why ordinary citizens become cynical about politicians
and the way business in Washington is conducted.

Silver-haired Senator Christopher Dodd, chairman of the Senate Banking Committee, has
already been getting a lot of heat for his two 2003 VIP mortgage loans from
Countrywide, one of the major actors in triggering the current financial crisis.

Seeking Senate re-election in 2010, the 2008 presidential candidate (he dropped out on
the first day of voting after finishing seventh in Iowa, where he had moved with his
family as a way of courting voters) is now in a bit of a sticky spot with another
accommodation- his "cottage" on the lovely Irish island of Inishnee.

Some digging from Rennie (a lawyer and former Connecticut state legislator) reveals that
as well as there being a cloud over Dodd's properties in Connecticut and Washington DC,
considerable murkiness surrounds the financial arrangements for the purchase of his
"cottage".

As Rennie outlines, Dodd became part owner of the 10-acre Galway property in 1994
along with Missouri businessman William Kessinger, whom Dodd knew through investor
Edward R. Downe Jnr, who had pleaded guilty the previous year to insider trading
charges. The mortgage was listed as "between $100,001 and $250,000". Downe was a
witness to Kessinger's purchase.

In 2001, Dodd circumvented the US Justice Department to help get his pal Downe a full
pardon on President Bill Clinton's last day in office. The following year, Dodd bought off
Kessinger's two-thirds share of the "cottage" for, Dodd said, $127,000.



Ever since then, Dodd has continued to list the value of the property as "between
$100,001 and $250,000".

Check out the picture of Dodd's "cottage" (provided to me by Rennie), where he spends
summers and which is looked after during the rest of the year by a caretaker. It's not
exactly the humble tumbledown abode with a leaky thatched roof, a fireplace with peat
thrown on it and donkey tethered outside that the Senator might like you to envisage.

The nearby village of Roundstone is a celebrity hangout. When he's there, the Sunday
Times reported in 2007, he's likely to "rub shoulders with [RTE's] Pat Kenny, Bill
Whelan of Riverdance, Lochlann Quinn, the former AIB chairman, and the singer Brian
Kennedy".

Given the Irish property boom, a conservative estimate would be that the house would be
worth approaching $1 million, and very possibly much more than that.

So why hasn't Dodd declared a more realistic true value of the property? No doubt he
didn't want to highlight the fact that he had a third splendid pile, to go along with his
residences in DC and Connecticut, as he sought the presidency (remember how all those
homes harmed John McCain?). Maybe he knew it would mean further scrutiny of his
connection with the pardoned crook Downe.

Now that President Barack Obama - whom Dodd enthusiastically endorsed for president
over Hillary Clinton - has declared a new era of ethical government in Washington, his
former Senate colleague will order a fresh, long overdue reappraisal of its value. Or
perhaps the Senate Ethics Committee will look into the matter.

Call me cynical, but I wouldn't advise you to hold your breath.
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WU UHALUUELL WEHUGIZES LJUUU INEd] DS L] -~ COUrdnt.com nup://www .courant.conmynews/politics/hc-doddU3 10.artmar 10,0,205..

courant.com/news/politics/hc-dodd0310.artmar10,0,4641659 .story

Courant.com

GOP assails dodd

GOP Chairman Criticizes Dodd Real Estate Deal

By DAVE ALTIMARI and MATTHEW KAUFFMAN
The Hartford Courant
March 10, 2009

A Washington, D.C., condominium deal between Sen.
Christopher J. Dodd and a Wall Street executive whom
Dodd later recommended for a presidential pardon has
the state Republican Party chairman comparing the
embattled senator to former Gov. John G. Rowland.

"The parallels are frighteningly similar to Rowland —
the cheap rental condo in Washington, D.C., the

lakeside cottage with the sweetheart mortgage deal," e _
state GOP Chairman Christopher Healy said Monday. ESGiRadaGieat-2

But an aide to Dodd says it's a cheap shot by
Republicans looking to divert attention from the party's
failings.

Ry

FRS healthy energy

"It seems that launching these petty attacks is a lot easier for the Republicans than explaining their
support for George Bush's failed policies or offering any real solutions to the serious problems facing
the people of this state," said spokesman Bryan DeAngelis.

The latest questions about Dodd, first raised in Sunday's Courant by columnist Kevin Rennie, concern
his relationship with Edward R. Downe Jr., a man convicted of tax and security fraud in the 1990s,
only to get a pardon from President Bill Clinton in Jan. 2001. That pardon was boosted by a letter from

Dodd, who wrote: "Over the years, Ed has expressed to me, his family and his friends his deep remorse
for his actions."

In 1986, Dodd and Downe purchased a condominium together in Washington's affluent Sheridan-
Kalorama neighborhood. Land records show that the purchase price was $159,800, but do not indicate
what portion Dodd paid.

More than three years later, Downe and his then-wife, Charlotte, transferred the condominium to Dodd

alone, records show. Conveyance tax records indicate that the cost to Dodd to buy out Downe's share
was about $98,000, although it is unclear from the land records exactly what the senator paid.

1of2 4/1/2009 1:46 PM



WL WAL LGEE S SV EZAD A7UUME ANVUL LA KLY 1700l 77 WVl G, WL LR/ 1YY XY VY LW UL GG VY UV VY Of VLUV LIV T MUMU W LV WAL LV Vgl s e

Dodd and his wife, Jacqueline Clegg, eventually sold the condominium in 1999 for $310,000, records
show.

In 1992, Downe was arrested and pleaded guilty to insider-trading allegations and agreed to pay the
government $11 million. He was pardoned in 2001 in the final hours of Clinton's presidency after Dodd

wrote the letter in support of his friend. The pardon application did not go through the normal vetting
process by the Department of Justice.

DeAngelis, the Dodd spokesman, said there was nothing improper about the condominium deal.

"It is obvious that the Connecticut Republican Party — or at least what's left of it — has been
successful in inciting a lot of press coverage about a handful of real estate transactions that have been
reported on by the press for decades,” DeAngelis said. "These transactions are completely transparent,
routine, and noncontroversial. In fact, the Senate Ethics Committee explicitly approved the
Washington purchase nearly a quarter century ago."

The relationship between Dodd and Downe also spans the Atlantic Ocean to a cottage on 10 acres
along Ireland's coast that Dodd purchased in 1994 along with a business partner of Downe's — a
Kansas City man named William B. Kessinger.

Kessinger provided two-thirds of the money for the purchase. Eight years later, when Dodd bought him
out for $122,000, Kessinger made a profit of only $15,000, despite the fact that real estate prices in
Ireland had exploded in that time, Rennie reported.

"How does a man wake up in the middle of Missouri one day and decide — I'm going to buy a house in
Ireland with Congressman Chris Dodd today?" Healy asked.

"There's a body of activity here that raises questions about Dodd that so far he hasn't really given
reasonable answers to," Healy said.

Copyright © 2009, The Hartford Courant
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