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7 | Kykuit, the
4t Rockefeller
| Estate.
The pecfect day-
wsxifoea ing Ee;

house in Ta.rrytown,vNY, with splendid gardens, art
collecrions, and spectacular Hudson River views.

Tickets by telephone: 914/631-9491
Tickets On-Line: www.hudsonvalley.org

' A historie site of the Navional ~ Historic i,
Trust, maintained and gperated  Fudson @
by the Rackefeller Brothers Fund. Valley

Phata by Francescoe Seavvil

Visit Kykmt by boat!

NY Waterway offers marvelous day trips up.the
Hudson to Kykuic by boat from Manhattan & NJ
on weekends through Ocraber.

1-800-533-3779
www.nywaterway.com a

' DALLAS PRIDGEN JEWELRY
One at a time, by hand

“Pias” Bracelet,
14K Gold 8595, Stcrlm« $163, Pin or Pendant 14K
Gold $95, Stcrlm;, $40. Visa/MC/Amex
Uncondmonally Guaranteed. 1-800-477-1856
PO Box 147, Chapel Hilt, NC 27514 (919) 933-5759

DEPT. OF AMPLIFICATION =

FOR THE RECORD

A controversial report led to criticism, conjecture, and
a subpoena. So the author did some more digging.

BY JANE MAYER

EDITORS’ NOTE: 4fter “Portrait of
a Whistleblower,” by Jane Mayer—
a thirty-five-hundred-word profile of
Linda Tripp, the former White Flouse em-
ployee who drew Monica Lewinsky to
prosecutorial attention—appeared in the
March 23rd issue of this magazine, one
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) Trlpp Fﬁend Says Arr&st Fo]lowed Prank
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short passage quickly became the focus of
controversy. In this passage, Mayer re-
ported two newsworthy facts: first, that
in 1969, when Tripp was nineteen, she
had been arrested and charged with grand

larceny; and, second, that in 1987, when .
asked on a security-clearance form whether

she had ever been “arrested, charged, cited
or held by federal, state or other law en-
Jorcement or juvenile authorities regard-
less of whether the citation was dropped or
dismissed or you were fbuna’ not guilty,”
she had answered no.

Aithough neither of these facts is dis-
puted, Mayer and The New Yorker have
been attacked by some commentators and
by activists interested in minimizing
damage to Tripp, whose credibility is an
important factor in the investigation by
Kenneth Starr, the Whitewater Indepen-
dent Counsel, of President Clinton’s rela-
Honship with Lewinsky. For example,
Dick Morris, the President’s estranged for—
mer political strategist, has charged in a
series of newspaper columns that the story
of Tripp’s arrest was funnelled to Mayer
by what he calls “the White House secret
police’—Administration officials and pri-
vate detectives allegedly working for the
Clintons. This clatm is false. Nevertheless,

- ments” relating to hundreds of subjects,
‘peaple, and organizations, including

it has achieved such currency that even =
William Safire, in his Times column for —
May 21st, casually asserted that “the Clin-
ton witness-intimidation brigade may
have triggered the original query.” Con-
troversy has also surrounded the issue of
whether the Defense Department acted
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properly in answering Mayers questions
about Tripp’s security form.

On Adpril 30th, Mayer was served
with a nineteen—page subpoena, demand-
ing ‘any and all recards, correspondence,
notes, communications, or other docu-

members of Congress;, Administration gffi~
cials, and “any person in the media.” The
subpoena—issued by Judicial Watch, a
conservative group that is pursuing civil
suits against the Clinton Administra-
tion—itself became a subject of public con-
troversy, and Mayer moved to have it
quashed on First Amendment grounds.
On May 28th, Federal District Judge
Rayce C. Lamberth granted her motion,
and remarked, in the inimitable language
of the law, that the subpoena was facially
over broad.”

While Tripps arrest is not in dispute,
the details of what happened in Green- G
wood Lake, New York, nearly three decades 3
ago are. Those details are of no great sig- E :
nificance in themselves. What makes them
important is Tripps prominence as a po-
tential witness for Starr, who is collecting
information about the Pentagon’s role in 3 §
The New Yorker's original story and ap- £ |
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pears to be looking into the circumstances of
Tripp’s arrest as well. Because Tripps ex-

planation of this incident was so different

from what Mayer bhad learned, Mayer

went back and made some further inguiries.

HE source who led The New
Yorker to Linda Tripp’s arrest
record had no intention of

getting involved in a national political
controversy. In fact, she did not even
realize that she had 2 personal connec-
tion to the events unfolding in Wash-
ington until I got in touch with her.
In the course of reporting on Linda
Tripp's family history, I had been told
by a former neighbor of Albert Caro,
Tripp’s father, in Essex Fells, New
Jersey, that Caro had a second wife,
named J. Lowe Davis, who later went
to work for a newspaper in Biloxi, Mis-
sissippi. I eventually located Davis in
Pensacola, Florida, where she is the as-
sistant managing editor of the Pen-
sacola News Journal. When I explained
that I was calling about Linda Tripp,
there was no hint of recognition on the
other end of the line. “You used to be
married to her father, Al Caro, right?” I

- asked. Davis, who had met Linda only

twice and had forgotten her married
name, was so shocked to make the con-
nection between Caro’s daughter and
the woman on the evening news that,
she later wrote in her weekly newspaper
column, it was as if “Roy Jones had hit
me with an uppercut.”

Davis agreed to talk about Linda,
but at that point only as a confidential
source. In the article, accordingly, I at-
tributed no quotes to her by name, al-
though in the course of describing Tripp's
family I did identify her as Caro’s for-
mer wife. Even that passing reference,

. however, brought an outpouring of un-
wanted attention, which Davis attempted .

to deflect in her column a week or so
later. “Thank Heaven, I had nothing to
add to the Linda Tripp file,” she wrote.
“Thank Heaven, I didn't earn more than
a mention in The New Yorker's pages.”
As the origin of the Tripp story be-
came 2 political issue, Davis began read-
ing about all the speculation and accu-
sations and subpoenas. Davis is an expe-
rienced journalist who was the project
editor of a Pulitzer Prize~winning series
in 1994, and she began to feel uncom-~
fortable about remaining silent. So she
called me one afternoon after I had been

served with a subpoena that would have
required me to reveal my sources, and
volunteered to come forward. “You
shouldn't have to go to jail for this,” she
said. Her motivation for speaking out,
she said, was neither political nor per-
sonal. She is not a Clinton supporter.
And though Davis, who plans to enter
an Episcopal seminary when she retires
from newspapers, is now estranged from
Linda Tripp's father, and was divorced
from him years ago, she says, “T have
searched my soul about this; and am
sure I am not acting out of vindictive-
ness.” Rather, she felt that the stories at-
tributing the information about the ar-
rest to the White House were “wrong
and unfair.”

So I can now say that it was Davis
who first told me that Linda was a trou-
bled teen-ager and that she had been
arrested once. Davis was living with
Linda’s father in New Jersey, she said,
when he got a frantic telephone call
from Linda’s mother, asking him to
bail their daughter out of jail. Davis
wasn't sure whether the arrest was in
1969 or 1970, but remembered that it
had something to do with Greenwood
Lake. Linda's crowd liked to go across
the border to Greenwood Lake bccausc

~of New York's lower legal drinking ag
On the night in question, a group of
twenty-five or thirty kids had gone
to Greenwood Lake to barhop, and
some of them had been stranded there

overnight when their car broke down. .

With Daviss recollections and the help
of local police departments, it was pos-
sible to find the twenty—nme—year-—old
police record.

According to the police documents,
Tripp, then nineteen, was detained at
eight-thirty in the morning on May 12,
1969, and charged with grand larceny.
"Two men accused her of taking a watch,
valued at six hundred dollars, and two
hundred and sixty-three dollars in cash
from their rooms at the Long Pond
Inn. The record said that Tripp had
made “oral admissions” to the police but
pleaded not guilty at her arraignment. It
also showed that she had spent more
than twenty-four hours in jail, until she
was released into the custody of her fa-
ther, The New Yorker had been unable to
find out the disposition of Tripp’s case
when “Portrait of a Whistleblower” went
to press; Tripp herself was asked to re-
spond to detailed questions about the
arrest, but declined, through a lawyer. It
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A New Towr Book

ctrace

a Journey that .
| Inspired a Classic

C-SPAN’s Traveling
Tocqueville's America
retraces Alexis de
Tocqueville's 1831 tour
across America from the
East Coast to the frontier—
a journey that inspired his
classic, Democracy in
America. :
Follow his trail with this
illustrated tour book—a mix
of historic trivia,Tocqueville’s
observations and present-
day details about the cities
and towns, listings of what
to see and tourist tips.

A 90—minute éompanion s
video Is also available
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