Pnited Dtates Senate

VASHINGTOM, DC 20810

March 3, 2011
Via Electronic Transmission

The Honorable Eric H. Holder, Jr.
Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

Kenneth E. Melson

Acting Director

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives
99 New York Avenue, NE

Washington, DC 20226

Dear Attorney General Holder and Acting Director Melson:

It is has been over a month since I first contacted Acting Director Melson about
serious whistleblower allegations related to a Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and
Explosives (ATF) operation called “Fast and Furious”—part of the broader “Project
Gunrunner” initiative. Several agents alleged that ATF leadership encouraged
cooperating gun dealers to engage in sales of multiple assault weapons to individuals
suspected of illegally purchasing for resale to Mexican cartels. These agents were
motivated to come forward after federal authorities recovered two of the Operation Fast
and Furious guns at the scene where a Customs and Border Patrol Agent named Brian
Terry was killed.

In response to my letter, the Department of Justice (DOJ) denied that ATF would
ever knowingly allow weapons to fall into the hands of criminals, or let firearms “walk”
in an operation. On February 9, I wrote to DOJ and attached documents that supported
the whistleblower allegations about the guns found at the scene of Agent Terry’s death.!

My office continues to receive mounting evidence in support of the whistleblower
allegations. For example, attached are detailed accounts of three specific instances where
ATF allowed firearms to “walk.” In all three instances, the suspect asks a cooperating

! Letter from Senator Grassley to Attorney General Holder. February 9, 2011. Accessed at
http://udiciary.senate. gov/resources/documents/upload/02091 1GrassleyToHolder-ATF.pdf.
2 ATF Reports of Investigation (ROISs) detailing ATF Phoenix Field Operations from May 8-June 1, 2010.
(Autlachment 1)
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defendant to purchase firearms at a gun dealer who was also cooperating with the ATF.
So, two of the three participants in the transactions were acting in concert with the ATF.
Yet, the ATF allowed the suspect to take possession of the firearms in each instance. In
one case the suspect said that he “assumed the only real risk in their trafficking
arrangement when he [REDACTED] ‘erase(d) the (serial) numbers’ from the firearms
and ‘take (transports) them...’”

The whistleblowers did not wait until a federal agent was killed before voicing
their concerns internally. Several agents in the Phoenix Gun Trafficking Group (Group
VII) voiced their opposition to the ATF’s handling of the case internally first. Group
Supervisor David Voth sent an email on March 12, 2010 about the “schism developing
amongst our group.”® His response to dissent within the group was to invite those who
disagreed with the strategy to find another job:

Whether you care or not people of rank and authority at HQ are paying
close attention to this case and they also believe we (Phoenix Group VII)
are doing what they envisioned the Southwest Border Groups doing. It
may sound cheesy, but we are “The tip of the ATF spear” [sic] when it
comes to the Southwest Border Firearms Trafficking.

We need to resolve our issues at this meeting. 1 will be damned if this
case is going to suffer due to petty arguing, rumors, or other adolescent
behavior.

... If you don’t think this is fun, you’re in the wrong line of work—
period!  This is the pinnacle of domestic U.S. law enforcement
techniques. After this the toolbox is empty. Maybe the Maricopa County
Jail is hiring detention officers and you can get paid $30,000 (instead of
$100,000) to serve lunch to inmates all day.’

Two weeks later, on April 2, 2010, Voth sent an email to Assistant U.S. Attorney Emory
Hurley and Assistant Special Agent in Charge (ASAC) George Gillett with the subject,
“No pressure but perhaps an increased sense of urgency.”® In the email, he reiterated
support for the strategy, but cited increasing levels of violence as a reason to move more
quickly. Voth wrote:

Our subjects purchased 359 firearms during the month of March alone, to
include numerous Barrett .50 caliber rifles. I believe we are righteous in
our plan to dismantle this entire organization and to rush in to arrest any
one person without taking in to [sic] account the entire scope of the
conspiracy would be ill advised to the overall good of the mission. 1

’Id.
* Email from Group Supervisor David Voth to Group VIL. March 12, 2010. (Attachment 2)
> Id (Emphasis in original.)
¢ Email from Group Supervisor David Voth to Group VII, Emory Hurley (USAAZ), and George Gillett.
April 2, 2010. (Autachment 3)
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acknowledge that we are all in agreement that to do so properly requires
patience and planning. In the event, however, that there is anything we
can do to facilitate a timely response or turnaround by others, we should
communicate our sense of urgency with regard to this matter.’

Voth also acknowledged in a May 3, 2010 email to his group that “April was the second
most violent month during the Calderon administration with 1,231 executions.”® ATF
personnel in Mexico reportedly noted the increased violence and contacted ATF
Headquarters to express concern over the Operation Fast and Furious strategy of allowing
the weapons sales to proceed.

ATF Headquarters was fully aware of the strategy. A copy the Operation Fast
and Furious case summary sent to ATF Headquarters states:

This OCDETF [Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force] case is a
large scale firearms trafficking case with the firearms being recovered in
the Republic of Mexico or on/near the US/Mexico border (El Paso, TX,
Nogales, AZ, Douglas, AZ, etc.) To date over 1,500 firearms have been
purchased since October 2009 for over one million ($1,000,000.00) cash
in over-the-counter transactions at various Phoenix area FFLs.
[REDACTION] There are many facets to this investigation but ATF is
attempting to not only secure a straw purchase/dealing in firearms without
a license case against various individuals but more specifically to make
the bigger connection to the Mexican Cartel/Drug Trafficking
Organization (DTO) obtaining these firearms for the best possible case
and the most severe charges when it is time to Indict [sic] this case.”

Dismantling the Mexican drug cartels is a worthy goal. However, asking cooperating
gun dealers to arm cartels and bandits without control of the weapons or knowledge of
their whereabouts is an extremely risky strategy. ATF leadership did not allow agents to
interdict the weapons in this case. Instead, agents simply monitored the purchases of
“suspect guns” and entered them into a database of firearms “suspected to eventually be
used in criminal activity.”lo Over the course of this investigation, weapons allowed to
walk were ending up in Mexico and along the Southwestern border. The ATF was well
aware that this was happening. For example, in November 2009, four 7.62 caliber
weapons were recovered in Naco, Mexico 1just two weeks after being purchased by one of
the ATF’s suspects in Glendale, Arizona.! Also, in July 2010 a Romanian AK-47

'1d.
¥ Email from Group Supervisor David Voth to Group VIL. May 3, 2010. (Attachment 4)
? Phoenix Group VII, Operation Fast and Furious. (Attachment 5)
' Email from Senior Firearms Program Specialist to Group VII Agent. June 17, 2010. (Attachment 6)
"' Email: Suspect Person Activity Report. March 18, 2010. (Attachment 7)
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variant—the same model found at the scene of Agent Terry’s death—was recovered in
Navojoa, Mexico."?

In light of this evidence, the Justice Department’s denials simply don’t hold
water. On February 4, 2011, the Department claimed that the ATF did not “knowingly”
allow the sale of assault weapons to straw purchasers and that “ATF makes every effort
to interdict weapons that have been purchased illegally and prevent their transportation
into Mexico.”"® Clearly those statements are not accurate. These documents establish
that ATF allowed illegal firearm purchases by suspected traffickers in hopes of making a
larger case against the cartels. ATF was not alone. The U.S. Attorney’s office appears to
have been fully aware and engaged in endorsing the same strategy.

Congress needs to get to the bottom of this.

After close of business last night, I received a one-page response to my letters of
February 9 and 16." The response asks that I direct to the Inspector General any
individuals who believe they have knowledge of misconduct by Department employees.
You should know that just after Agent Terry died in December, at least one
whistleblower contacted the Office of Inspector General before contacting my office.
Despite reporting the allegations multiple times by phone, Internet, and fax, no one
contacted the whistleblower until after my staff contacted the Acting Inspector General
directly on February 1.

I have received no documents in response to my February 16, 2011, request. Last
night’s DOJ reply cites the Justice Department’s “longstanding policy regarding pendin
matters” as a reason for withholding documents “relating to any ongoing investigation.”
However, as you know, that policy is merely a policy. It is not mandated by any binding
legal authority.

5

There are many instances where the Justice Department and its components
choose to provide information about pending investigations to Congress. These examples
are not always officially documented, but often occur when there are particularly
egregious allegations of government misconduct or there is an extremely high level of
public interest in an investigation. Getting to the truth of the ATF whistleblower
allegations in this case is extremely important to the family of Brian Terry and should be
important to all Americans. There is no reason to wait the unknown number of years it
might take for all of the trials and all of the appeals to be exhausted. The time for truth is
now.

' Email from ATF Violent Crime Analysis Branch and Group VII Agents, detailing a weapon recovery in
Mexico. August 6, 2010. (Attachment 8)
'? Letter from the Department of Justice to Senator Grassley. February 4, 2011. (Attachment 9)
1;‘ Letter from the Department of Justice to Senator Grassley. March 2, 2011. (Attachment 10)
1d.
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In addition to providing the documents I previously requested, please explain how
the denials in the Justice Department’s February 4, 2011 letter to me can be squared with
the evidence.

Sincerely,

Ghork Aty

Charles E. Grassley
Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary

CC.

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman
United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary

The Honorable Robert S. Mueller, 11T
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

The Honorable Alan D. Bersin

Commissioner
United States Customs and Border Protection
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118, Department of Justice Report of Investigation
Bureanob Alcohol, Tobaceo: Phrearmis and Explomves

Thie of Invesagation: Inmastoation Mumber Report Number:
S 7e5115-10 il i

SUMMARY OF EVENTS:

On May 8% 2010, a cooperating defendant, working in conjunction with ATF Phoenix - Group VII / Strike-Force,
participated in the “straw” purchase of two (2) firearms on behalf of’

NARRATIVE:

. During the morning of May 8% 2010, {previously indexed) arrived at the residence of a
cooperating defendant {hereinafier: CDy. asked the CD to travel to Lone Wolt Trading Company
(LWTC) and Arizong Auto Weapons (AAW), both Federal Firearmis Licensees (FFL s}, and purchase {ive (5)

Beretta 92587 s (9mm, semi-automatic pismis}«— advised the CD that he had previously contacted
the FEL s and that LWTC currently had only two (2} such pistols in stock whereas AAW had in excess of forty
{40). FERNANDEZ displaved a large amount of United States Currency which he offered to the CD to facilitate
the transaction.

The CD mformed that he/she was uncomfortable with purchasing five (5) pistols on the same
day and turning therp over to After a brief discussion, the £D agreed to go to the LWTC and
purchase the two (2) Beretta 925F s from their inventory, on behalf Df—.— provided

the O with $1,400.00 {cash) and instructed the CD wo-contact him upon returning to the CD¥'s residence with
the purchased pistols. The CD took possession of the cash and -— departed soon after,

?»J‘

3. Later this same day, the CD gavelled to the LWTC and, as instructed by~. purchased two (2)

Beretia 928F s pistols (ser: J159712 and 1395712), completing the ATF Form(s) 4473 and 32104 in the
process. After returning to the area near the CD's residence, the €D met with - {ATF Pheenix -
Group VIl / Strike-Force) at a prearranged, neutral location. -- photographed the pistols. noted their
serial numbers, and equipped the CD with an electronic audio recording device. The CD then returmed to the

CD’s residence and telephonically infommd— of the CD's return, — assumed a nearby

position, suitable for surveillance.

Frepared biv) Tille: Biggrigbure D
u Apecial-Agent, Phoon VI Preld Oifice

Authonzed by Tithe! Bignatune: Date:
David J. Moth oo Supesvasorn Phoene VIT Feld O

Second level reviewer (ootionaly Thie: Signature, Date:
Willimm D, Mewell Speeial Agentdn Charie, Phoenix Field Divizion

Pape 1o ATFEFAIIN DY mp}
BorOitenl Use Only

DOJ-FF-09129



Investigation Mumber, Beood Mumber

785115-10-{

Tile ol an\fe&-ﬁﬁaﬁm

4. Atapproximately 1700hres this dam.— observed a black, Mitsubishi Eclipse, convertible armve at the
CD’s residence. (Note — The CD had previously informed || I t2 owned and
frequently operated such a vehicle.) After approximately 30 minutes, observed the same black
Mitsubishi convertible leave the area. Shortly thereafter, and the CD met again at the neutral
loeation. — debriefed the CD about the encounterwith and recovered the slectronic
audio recording device, Afterwards, the CD returned to the CD's residence and left the area.
During the debriefing, the CD advised that [N operating the black. Mitsubishi Eclipse convertible.
arrived at the residence and approached the CD. The CD and-—spoka in general conversation and

inok possession of thetwo (2) Beretia D25F ¢ pistols purchased by the CD rom the LWTE,L
paid the CD $200.00 for purchasing the firearms for him. - as evident by the

Ly

audio recording (made part of this file and incorporated within}, informed the CD that he would profit httle
more than the CD had Tor this {and othersuehy firearms transactions, — wernt on to describe how
his financial needs were the motivating factor behind his firearms trafficking and how he would continue to do
it until such time as those needs were met. Additimnaiiy‘-- attempled to placate the CI)'s fears by

stating that he ) assumed the only, real risk in theirtrafficking arrangement when he
) “erase(d) the (serial)numbers” from the firearms and “take (transports) them” south, towards

their final dastination.

ATTACHMENTS:

L. Copy of receipt from Lone Wolf Trading Company / dated: May 8" 2010/ describing the sale of two (2)
Beretta, Model 928F s (serial numbers: 1159712 and J395712) totaling $1,234.00 “cash™.

2. Copies of ATF Form{s) 4473 and 3310.4 relevant to this firearms purchase (to be obtained at a later date,
attached and incorporated within),
EXHIBITS:

1. Original audio recording [ 1 compact disk] of the meeting between the Cooperating Defendant and
- during the transfer of the two Beretia pistols.

Page 2012 ATEEE 2130 20 1
For Dificial e Uinne
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1.8, Department of Justice Report of Investigation

Buardau ol Alechol, Tobacto, Firdarmis dnd Explosiveg

Thie of nvestoaion investigation Number, Report Number!
) 8571510 i

SUMMARY OF EVENT:

Beginning on May 10, 2010, an ATF Cooperating Defendant participated in the “straw” purchase of an AK
“DRACO" pstol i

NARRATIVE:

I. On May 10%, 20%0,— {previously mdexed) met with an ATF Cooperating Defendant
{hereinafier - CD) and instructed the CD to purchase two (2) AK "DRACO" pistols from GUNS FOR ALL (2
Federal Firearms Licensee [FFL], Peoria, AZ). “ arovided the CD with an amount of United States

Currency {enough o cover the purchase) and departed soon after,

On May 117, 2010, the CD, as instructed by - travelled w0 GUNS FOR ALL and learned that the
FFL had only one such AK "DRACO” pistol still in inventory. The CD purchased this pistol {ser/ DC-0832-10)
and miet with - prior to returming to the CD's residence. photographed the pistol and
noted the serial number {listed). Afterwards, the CD contacted and informed him of the

purchase. instructed the CD to maintain the pistol and the remaining cash until he
yoouid get by to retricve it

On May 13%, 2010, the CD met with and provided the AK "DRACO™ pistol (along with the remaining cash) to

—w As per their previous arrangements, paid the UD one hundred dollars (5100.00)
for conducting the “straw” purchase of the pistol. Soon thereafter, _ departed, taking the AK
“DRACO” with him.

On May 20™ 2010, the CD again met with— and continued a conversation that had begun with

previcus meetings, telephone calls, and text communiqué. The CD, as instructed by . spoke with

- about the introduction of (acting in an under/covercapacity ) to

participant in future “straw™ purchases. acknowledged his interest in meeting
Braparad by Thle: Signatue Dale
u Spesial Agent, Phoenix VI Field Office
Authorized by Tities Signature; Date:
David J, Viah Linttp Supervisor, Phoeniy VI Field Offies
Beond level reviewsr (pptional) Tithe Slongtine: Dae
Willign D Mowed] Special Agentin Charge, Phoeniy Fleld Division

Page 1 pf2 ATF RF 31202 (100
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: speesesyepes {nvestigation Number: | Repor Numbier
f e 785115-10 |

was pmvicied_ {under/coyer) phone number by the CD.

##* NOTE *** - On May 10", 2010, | N provided the CD with an electronic audio recording device to record
meetings with . The €D was not able to record all conversations with dug inpartio
equipment and/or operating issues. The listed Exhibits are recordings thatl was able 1o retrieve from the
audio recordmg device aﬁer~ recovered it from the CD on May 20, 2010, #%% END NOTE #%#

ATTACHMENTS:
I, ~ATF Form 4473 describing the purchase of the listed AK “DRACO” Pistol (ser/ DC-0832-10) ~ 1o be obtained
at a-later date.

EXHIBITS:
2. 1= Compact Audie Disc gontaining the conversation between the ATE Cooperating Defendant and
! recorded on Mav 107, 2010.
3. 1~ Compact Audio Disc containing the conversation between the ATF Cooperating Defendant and

- /recorded on-May 20" 2010,

Page 20f'2 ATF BP0 ¥
Bor Dieal Lse Only
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1.5 Department of Justive Report of Investigation

Bureau of Aleshol, Tobades, Firearms and Explosives

Tithe of investigatinn, Investigation kumber Repon Nember:
E—— Thor o §

SUMMARY OF EVENT:

On June 1, 2010, ATF — acting in an undercover capacity, met wiﬂx—

and delivered to him, six (6} firearms in exchange for $2.500.00,

NARRATIVE:

On June 17, 2010, eulminating from previous conversations, {ATF Phoenix - Group V1L / Strike
Force), acting in an undercover capacity, met with {previously indexed). Prior to this
meeting, had requested that obtain six (6) AK “Draco” Pistols and deliver them to

, offered and agreed to reimburse - for the purchase price of the
tirearms ($300,00 each) as well as provide with $100.00 in profit for each of the six pistols.
Previously, on May 287, 2010 and -. participated in & meeting with ATF
Phoenix Field Division, ASAC L Needles: After being briefed on the details. scope and preposed direction of

this investigation, ASAC Needles authorized the purchase and subsequent release of the six (6) AK “Dracoe”
Pistols t [RERNNNNRR b |

During the morning of JTune 17, 2010, in preparation of the pending undercover operation,

and utilized $850.00 of previously procured Agent Cashier Funds
{ACH) to purchase two {27 AR “Diraco” Pistols (SER: DC-1243-10 and DC-0779-10). Afterwards,

and, by again utilizing ACE’s in the amount ot $1,700.00,
obtained an additional four (4) AK "Draco” Pistols (SER: DC-2378-10, DC-2156-10. DC-2212-10and DC-

0978-101. All of the purchased firearms (totaling 6) were noted and photographed prioe to the beginning of the
aperation:

ATF Phoenix — Group VII/ Strike Force Agents, assisted by ATFE -~ G.R.L'T. members, gathered and deploved

from a neutral staging area. — and - had previously agreed to meet at the Chevron

station located at the intersection of Dunlap Rd and [-17 and operational agents responded acmrciingiyx.
arrived inthe ata mmmateki Sabboursand was soon comacted

itelephonicallyy by advise - that he —) was operating

Prepared by Title: Sionatuny Ehane
ﬂ Special Agent Phovoix VH Bield Office
Aunthicrized fy Title; Slgnature; Dats
David 1. Volh Uiroup Supervisor, Phosiix VH Plsld Oiice
Second lews tevewer (omionall Tihe, Bignature Lot
William D, Neweli Soecial Apentdn Charge, Phoeniy Field Division
Paze i af 2 ATEEr mséa{;m_
For Dhifuosal Llge Uniy
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Irvesligation Namber Renon Numbar
785115-10 {0

ThEot inveﬁtiiaﬁt‘m:

a black Mitsubishi Eclipse and that he wante to follow him gs he drove through and out of the

. Soon thereafier, observed drive throush and éxii the
As nstructed followed toa nﬁarby_
where the two parked, exited their respective vehicles and greeted each other.

made arrangements to place the six (6) firearms in the back of the Eclipse and did so as they
were handed to him by . After the firearms were loaded into his vehicie,_ instructed

- to sit in the fronl passenger Seat,— did so and was immediately handed a large sumof

United States currency byﬁ who explained that; it totaled $2,500.00 - $1,800.00 for

reimbursement of the six (6) firearms, $600.00 ($100.00 each) profit, and a $100.00 borus. G <
then began to converse about other matters.

During this conversation (— %,

stated his intent to sell the aforementioned firearms for a considerable profit. also
restated to . his desire to purchase military grade suppressors, 40mm grenade launchers and 40mm
grenades/ammunition. Additionally, _ mstrusied - to further explore having a secret
compartment (“trap”) installed in his vehicle {the Eclipse).

. Upon completion of their mnvematian.,_ exited --vehicie and both departed from the
utl‘a%l]eﬁ directly to a neutral location and met wit’h— while other

operational agents surveilled REENOTE #%% < See ROL - Surveillance Report / this date / this
File Title / this File Number / authored by JAfter debriefing with
retirned to the Strike Force office and secured the obtained monies and ES recordings.

ATTACHMENTS:

.- Copy of Bank of America Cashier’s Cheek. ||| | NN

EXHIBITS:

ES #5 < Audio recording of U/C transaction with _- on 06/01/2010.

s §2,500.00 miscellaneous U.S, currency (*** NOTE *** - On June 8%, 2010, convertedithe
$2.500.00 cash, oblamed from -3 into a cashier’s check [BOA — {and

forwarded it to ATF - AF&SPB.)

Page 2of 2 ATEEESI30D m-
For Oificil U Only
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Frooy Yo, Devr 4

Bent Friday, Mamh 12, 2090 734 PR

T Fhoe-Gioun Vi

Bublect Btonday Morming Meeling Slrille Toroe B230am
Toal

it has besn brought to myatiention thet theremay be s schism developing ampngst the group. Thisis the time we gl
nesd to oyl together not deilft apars. We ars sl entitled to our fespective lnlbeltdifferent bopiions however we il
need to pet along and realize that we have 3 mission to accomplish.

Lam thrilled and proud that our Group is the first ATF Southwest Border Group in the country to be [ S I
O that note Hihank evervone for their effords thusfar and appiaud the results we heve sohigved ina shottamoun of
e

Whether vou care or hot people of rank and authority ot BO are paving tlose stiention to this case and they also believe
we{Phoeni Groun VY are doing what they envisioned the Southwest Border Geoups doing. Tomay sound cheesy bt
wedre “The tio of the AT  shear when itcomes 1o Southwast Border Firearrns Trafficking

We need 1o resolve our issues ah this mesting, | will be damned 1 thiscase s going to sulferdus o petly arauing,
sgmors or other adolescent sehavior,

Pt know what gl the lssues are byt we are 8l aduits, we asre all professionsls, sod we haw s exditing oopontunity In
use the bigpest tool in our law enforcement too! box. ¥ vou don’ think this Is fun you're Io the wrong line of work
periodl This is the pinnacle of domestic U5 law enforcement techniques. Afterthis thetool boxis empty, Mavbe the
Maricopa County Jaill is hiring detention officers and ybu £an get paid 530,000 instead 6T 5100.000) to serve lunch to
Himatesaliday

One last pbint I thatwe hove many ol oir brotherand sisterATE spentg ooming Into Towin 1o asslstuson this case. We
have o put our besteffort forward and lead by example. No onewants todeave thelr families behind, or leave their
casework behing 1o come help someone who does even appreciate thairsacrifios.

We need to get over this bump In the road once and for all and get on with the mission at hand. This ¢an be the most
fan vou have with ATE the only gne limitine e amount ot flin we have s voud

Davie Voul
Groun Sunervlsnr

Phoenix Group Vi

s
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Fram: Yot Davie

Sent Friclay, Aprd 62, 20101681 AW

To: FHurley, Emone (USAAZ), Glllell, George TLdn

e Bhoe-Croup Vil

Bubisol: Ko pressure hub pothaps anincressed serse ol urmeney.

938 killed m March 2010 (Most violent month &irice 2003}

937 killed in January 2010

R litled 1 December 2009

LR rrdery 1o Mareh, ineluding 11 solicemon

thape this eanail s well received iIn that 1 is not Intended to inply anything other than that the vinlence In Maxdto s
severe g without peing dramatic we have o serte of drgenoy withyrepivds to thiy investiuation. Our suliiecty
plrchased 359 firsarms duriog the month of Marchalone, 1o nclude muamerous Barrett S0 calibar fifles. Pholisve we
sre righteous in ourplan to dismantle tis eéntire organization and to rush in to arrest gy one person without taking in
S actountthe entve scope of e Consniragy would be Hladvised i the overgl goot ol s achnowisdge Hha
wivare gl iy agreament that 1o go o groperly retuires petience and planning. - In'the syent wever that theve i3
arvthing we ondo e iagiilate s thoely respomss orlyerund v others we should commmmunale o sense ol ey
withregard to this mairer

Thanks for cvargtne’s bontinded support inthis endeavar,

Pavio Yotk
Group Supervisor

Shosni Graup il

6507
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Attachment 5



Phoenix Group VII

{(GRIT/SWB Firearms Trafficking)

785115-10-0004. Operation Fast and Furious:  This OCDETY case is a large scale firearms
trafficking case with the firearms being recovered either in the Republic of Mexico or on/near the
US/Mexico border (El Paso, TX, Nogales. AZ. Douglas. AZ, etcy To date over 1,500 firearms have
been purchased since October 2009 for over-one milhion ($1,000,000,00) cash in over-the-counier
transactions at various Phoenix area FFLs. Currently ATF is up on several T-111 Court Authorized
Audio Intercepts with affidavits on additional target telephones involved in this conspiracy pending at
the Department of Justice. Office of Enforcement Operations (DOJ - OEQ.) There are many faceis to
this investigation but ATF is attempting to not only secure a straw purchase/dealing in firearms without
a license case against various individuals but more specifically to make the bigger connection 1o the
Mexican Cartel/Drug Trafficking Organization (DTO) obtaining these firearms for the best possible
case and the most severe charges when it is time to Indict this case.
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From:

Sent: caune 17, 010809 AN
To

Col

Subisct: uspect Liatapases #L.E10017158
Attachments: SGE33171. ool Suspect Person.dos

]
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Suspect Gun - Entries made 1o this program are firearms that have “BMOT” been recovered by
law enforcement but suspected o eventually be used in criminal activity.

Onpe the firearms are entered In the svstem, you wi!i recelye a report, representative of the firearm
information that was provided, Porthe traceto be s "hit”, all of the weapon miformation mustmateh;
thet is, the manulacturer, weapon type, caliber and serialnumber i the NTC receives a Trace reguest
for any of the firsarms submitted, the Suspect Gun Program will advise you upon emall notification o
include Requestar information. 8 8 part of purprocedures of Stspect Gunio obtain the Suspect Gun
Cave Satin wheran Incoming Trace lssubmitted 1o the NTCon an Active Suspect Gun Case, fegardiess
of the Trace reguestor. Atthis polnt the trace will be hald pending upon written verffication from the
Suspect Gun oese2 agent,

The Sugpect Gun Datsbase is beneficial to the law enforcement in providing investigative leads
when dealing with fivearms trafficking and straw purchasers. This'information can alse be
shared betwess law enforcement agencies for comparing records or-ongoing ku;ig,mmm
Checking trace requests against the Suspect Gun Dutabase also saves valuable time in
protessing 1race reguesis.

1yl are submitiing 8 Jarge st of firearms iwould be best to have an attached Word or Excel donument detailing the
FrL entifing sach Breanr {tomplere wespon descrdption); Inchide the purchaser [ avellable purchase date |
vailable) and FIU involved [ svaliable) for the purchase.

Plegse be soviset that the Suspect Gun Program fetuings ans wpnt s pumber for entry. into the Suspect
Ga.m Database Gun Database {general IN numbers; case 765065-07808. are no longer accepted), Also indicate whether
or notthe National Trecing Center INTC) can release Trace histony toother reguestons

s By
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dn theevent that vou do m}i“ Hove o s berepyested by

contacting the kow €rfmrament Support Branch ot 304NN o 3&;-'-

¥
-
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Sent: ursday, March 18 20101227 FN

To

Co

Subject: uspect Porsan ACiviy Repor - &

Attachments: “dm: FY10 FIREARMS DATA RESTRICTIONS pdf

Good Afternoon S < 5 .

The Viclent Crime Analysis Branch bas processed the monthly Susoect Persor Activily Renanis. F e s
— HM) was involved in 4 firsarms irace requests. 8 multiple sales invaolving 22 firearms anel 14 suspect gun
reparts involving 84 firsarms during the month of Februarny 2010, Attached ls 5 Word document containing the
iformiation. The summgnes are 28 follows;

of the Cffice of Strategic Inteliinence

axicn Gity, DF 04840 ORES . submutied a Treany A0S feguest I Ine Nalona grler Lavision
HCH noorrectinwin Inestgator 208010 . The requaest was for g Romarn/Cdg i model Orace, 782
caliber pistol, gfne DRAGG74.08 . The pislol Was recovares on November 20 2008 st he longlion ol e, S0 Veisoin

the possession of {NO DOB provided, HIF} no address provided. m
*EN& DOE provide rovidad, s lsind 88 a0 azsociste. The plaishwas ira o the

nanatUal purchaser, BN am Phosnly A2 85037, sy
& primary dentification number o . purchased e firearm on Novernoer €, 2008 rom FRL dealer Lone Woll
Trading Company (FFL 4 S Gicndaie, AZ 85302 Close-cut Code:
B cc ~\WaBpens | ranicring.

T20100048480 — On Fapryary 24, 2010,
CWashington, OO 20228 and ;
snco Uy, DF Gd8a0 ORL e \ ied o ireat rtacs Tequest o e Nalre Taonig Lanle hvnan
ERTOD e cormesctionowitl Inveshigatian 3 -1 L This requsst was Tors RomamDuglr, miocde Drses 780

calier plstel, sfn DRGIBRG.0E  The nislol was recovereg on-November 20, 2000 o he Incalion of Nacg, B0 Mexon o
the possassion afm (NO DOB provided HIF) no address provided. W
* No D O noagdress piovided I Blec st anassociste, Thepeidlwestacet o e
indradual purchaser, H Phoanix, A2 85037, . using
@ primary Wentification number o . purchased the firearm on Novernber o, 2000 rom PRU gesler, Long Woll
Trading Company (FFL # R Giendate, AZ 85302, Close-out Code:

‘; MG « Wespons i ra

T20100048521 - On February 24, 2010, of the Otfice of Strategic intsllioance,

%ﬂgmﬁ 00 20226 an of information Cander Combatling, ;
eren Oy, DF gesdn OR . Subrited g frearh bate recuest fo the Notonal raceg Lenier Livision

INTCL s connecion with nvestigation 208010 . The reguest was for g Cenlury Sume infemationg, mode

NT0AB VB2 oaiberdis, sin. ABZODSASE The pislyl was recoversd on Noverber 20 2008 8 the lucation ot Newo, 80
Meaxico in the possession of {NO DOB provided . H/F) no addrass srovided. —

(Nal Feit
@ INGIVIUa! PUre as&f,* { Phoenix, AZ 85037, ?
using & primary dentification number of . Durcnaged the trearm on November 8, 2008 from BFL gedler, Lone

Wolt Trading Company (FFL# B Ciendale AZ 85302 Close-out
Coide: .: NCIC =~ Weapons [ramcking.

T20100048824 - On Februgry 24 2070
. Washinglon, DO 20206 and
euco iy DFE G480 Ol - Supemitied afirearny race recues! o the aliong | ragng Lanter Livision
(NTCD ) in comnaction with Invesudation & 1820801 . Theresusstwes o s Canturv Ao indenstions  mode
WMTOARD T2 colbernle gl ABROBIEY Thepitlo woas retoverad of RNoveimber 20, 2000 et the lceslion o Naco 80
Mexico in the possessica of [ NG (\© DOB provided. HIF) no-address provided. [
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From:

Bent:

Tor

Ce:

Bubject:
Attachments;

>*ff& RESTRICTIONS. pdf

Good Afterncon [ ¢ Special Agent (RN

The Violent Crime Analysis Branch has processed the monthly Suspect Person Activity Reporis. M
(DOB: *Hx‘i‘} was invoived in one firearm trace request during the rmonth of July 2010, Allached 1s a vvon

document containing the information. A summary isas fobows!

T20100166776 - On July 15, 2010, mmm”T Mexico City, Mexico
stibmitted 2 firearm race request o the Mational Tracing Lenter Division (10U he Irace reouestwas forg
Romerm/Clglr, model GP WASR 1083, 7.82mmyrifle, sin: 1888TUSTS which wes recovered 2 the location of Caming
Rurgl, Navoioa, Mexico on JJuly 4. 2000, The'firearm was traced fothe ingividual purchisser,

;!an!z!? !

(DOB: _listing 2 residential address of“%, Avondaie, and using &
prima calion nUmbar o . purchased the firearm on July 11, o FFL deaker“b
diw&%{t’f& # I oo, AZ 85345 NCIC: [} - Founc Frrearm;

Close-oul LoiE .

Acourtesy copy s being provided 1o'th ang thiz
member representing the e will continue o monitor this indivioual on @ monihiy Dasis unl you o

us 1o discontinue. 1f you have any questions, plesse contact [N = (304 (NN

Plegse be govises thot the Consolidated Approprigtions Act of 2010, Public L. 11 1-317 which become effective on
December 16, 2009, réstrizts the disclosure of iy partof the contents gf the Firearms Troting Svstem orany Informotion
regulred to be kept by Federp] Firearmis Uicensess pursuant 10 18 USC 8230s), prrequired to be reported pursugnt o 18
LSO 923a)(3 ond 923(ai{7].

The informotion, whith s Being provided peryourreguest s for officiol low enforcement use-onivond movonly be
disserninated by the Burgsu of Alcohol, Toborcoo, Frearmsand Explasives to o Federol Stote, locol o tribe! low
enforcement agency, or g Federol, State, orilocal prosecuion ora foreion low enforcerment agency solely In comnection
with ong for use s o triminol ] Hootion or prosecution; or o Federgl ogency Jor o notionol securty orintellinence
purpose. This disclosure restriction shallviot be construed to prévent the shoring or exchonge of Such 1 tion gmong
gnd betweer Federgl, Sigte, local or forelon low enforcement agencles, Federgl Stote, orlocel prosecutors, ong Federal
notionol security, intelligence, or counterterrorism officials. Congress hus provibited the public relepse of oy doto by the
retiplent low ehforcement agenty. The publication of stotisticol sugregoie doto regorging Fregrmstroliickers ing
trofficking channels, firesrrps misuse, Telong, aod frafficking invéstigotions is exempt from the restriction. Wyou hove
guestions regording thete resteictions glease conloct ATF legal counsel prios 1o disciosing gny of the informution provided
inthiseorrespondence putside ol ATF,

Thankyou,

Sontractor
ATE-Miglent Crime Anaivsis Branch
304

DOJ-FF-09148
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LLS: Department of Justice

e o1 Dopilahe Altans

February 4, 2011

The Honorable Charles B Grassley
Fanking Minority Member
Committee on the Judiciary

Uinited States Sennte

Washington, DU 20310

DearSenator Urassleys

This responds to vour tetters, dated January 27, 201 Dand January 31, 2011, 1o Acting
Divector Kenneth Melson of the Departmient’s Bureau of Alcohol, Tobaceo, Firearms, and
Explosives (ATF). regarding Project Gunrunner. 'We appreciate vour strong support for the
Depariment’s law enforcement mission.

Al the outset, the allecation deseribed in vour January 27 letter—that ATF “santtioned”
or otherwise knowingly allowed the sale of assault weapons 1o a straw purchaser who then

transported them into Mexico--15 false. ATEF makes every ¢ffort to interdict weapons that have

been purchased illegally and prevent their transportation to Mexico, Indeed, an important goal ol

Project Gunruntieris tostop the How of weapons from the United States to drug cartels m
Mexico. Since its inception in 2006, Project Guarunner investigations  have seized in excess of
L0000 fregrms and 11 mitlion rounds of ammunition destined for Mexico. Fhandreds of
idividuals have been convicted of criminal offenses arising from these investizations and many
others arc on-going. ATE remains committed to investigating and dismantling fircarms
trafficking organizations, and will continue to pursue those cases vigorously with all available
investigalive resources,

fn this vein, the suggestion that Project Guosunner focuses simply on straw purchasers iy
meorrect. The defendants named i the indictments referenced in vour January 27 letter include
feaders of a sophisticated pun rathicking orgamizanion. One of the goals of the wmvestigation that
ted to those indictments 15 1o dismantle the entire tratlicking organization, nol merely to arvest
straw purchasers.

Falsoowant foassure vou that A TE has made no attempt 1o retaliste against any ol 18
agents regarding this matter. We recognize the importance of protecting emplovees from
retaliation relating 1o their disclosures of waste, fraud, and abuse; ATE emplovecsreceive
annual tratning on their nghts under the Whistleblower Protection Act, and those with
knowledpe of waste fraud, or abuse are encouraged o conupumeate directly with the

DOJ-FF-09150



Fhe Honorable Charles B, Grassiey
Page Twe

Department’s Office of | nspector General. - These protéctions do pol negate the Department’s
lepilimmte interest it protecting confidential miformation about pending eriminal investigations.

Wealso want 1o protect investigations and the law enforcement personnel who directly
conduct them from ihapproptiate political intluence.  For this reason. we respectiully request that
Commttee stall not contact law ¢nforcement personne! seekmg inforntation about pending
criminal investigations, including the investgation into the desth of Custorms and Border Patrol
Agent Brian Terry. Like vou, weare deeply concermned by s mtrder, and weare actively
investigating the matter. Please divect any inguiry intohis Kithng to this office,

The Deparument would be pleased w provide o briehing o Conwmitties stall about Project
Gunrunper and ATE'S etforts to work with its law enforcement parters to build cases that will
disrupt and dismantle erimina orpanizations. That brieting would not address the op-going
ermminal imves gatmn referenced noyour latter. As you know, the Departmient hasa long-
standing policy against the disclosure of non-public ifonmation about pending eriminal
%me:«t'.tigatimm which protects the independence and effcctiveness ol our law enforcement efforts
as well as the privacy and due process inferests of individuals who may ot may not ever be
charced with crinminal offenses.

We hope that this mformation s helptul and loek forward o brieting Commitice staft
about Project Guordnner. Please do nat hesitate to contact this office ff we may provide
additional assistande about this o any other matler.

Sweerely,

.’”//”’( sl 5

Roradd Weeh
Assistant Attorney General

he Hooerable Pamck b Leahy

e T \
£ haprsan
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L.5. Department of Justice

Oihceof Legslativg Al

R the s ian SOy el Wi 0 s

March 2, 2011
The Honorable Charles B, Grassley
Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Grassley:

This responds to vour letters, dated February 9. 2011 and February 16, 2011, which
reiterated your concerns about gun trafficking along the Southwest border and requested
documents that apparently relate to g particular ongoing investigation in Arizong,

We appreciated the opportunity o brief Comnuttee staff on February 10, 2011, regarding
the eftforts by Department prosccutors and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and
Explosives (ATF 1o interdict weapons sold illegally along the Southwest border and to hold
accountable the leadership of ¢criminal organizations that support this trafficking.

As you know, we are not in a position to disclose documents relating to any ongoing
investigation, nor can we conlirm or deny the existence of records in our ongoing investigalive
files, based upon the Department’s longstanding policy regarding pending matters. We would
appreciate the opportunity to confer with your staft if we can respond to your interests in another
way, consistent with that policy.

The Attorney General has asked the Acting Inspector General to evaluate the concerns
that have been raised about ATE investigative actions in light of its recent review of Project
Gunrunner to determine whether additional examination by her Office is appropriate. We
appreciate vour interest in our law enforcement efforts and again ask that vou direct to the
Inspector General individuals who believe they have knowledge of misconduct by Depariment
employees.

We hope that this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if
we may be of assistance in this or any other matter.

Sincerely,
Ronald Weich
Assistant Attorney General
oo The Honorable Patnck I Leahy
Chairmar

DOJ-FF-09153
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