


defendant to purchase firearms at a gun dealer who was also cooperating with the ATF.
So, two of the three participants in the transactions were acting in concert with the ATF.
Yet, the ATF allowed the suspect to take possession of the firearms in each instance. In
one case the suspect said that he “assumed the only real risk in their trafficking
arrangement when he [REDACTED)] ‘erase(d) the (serial) numbers’ from the firearms
and ‘take (transports) them. ..

The whistleblowers did not wait until a federal agent was killed before voicing
their concerns internally. Several agents in the Phoenix Gun Trafficking Group (Group
VII) voiced their opposition to the ATF’s handling of the case internally first. Group
Supervisor David Voth sent an email on March 12, 2010 about the “schism developing
amongst our group.”* His response to dissent within the group was to invite those who
disagreed with the strategy to find another job:

Whether you care or not people of rank and authority at HQ are paying
close attention to this case and they also believe we (Phoenix Group VII)
are doing what they envisioned the Southwest Border Groups doing. It
may sound cheesy, but we are “The tip of the ATF spear” [sic] when it
comes to the Southwest Border Firearms Trafficking.

We need to resolve our issues at this meeting. I will be damned if this
case is going to suffer due to petty arguing, rumors, or other adolescent
behavior.

... If you don’t think this is fun, you’re in the wrong line of work—
period! This is the pinnacle of domestic U.S. law enforcement
techniques. After this the toolbox is empty. Maybe the Maricopa County
Jail 1s hiring detention officers and you can get paid $30,000 (instead of
$100,000) to serve lunch to inmates all day.’

Two weeks later, on April 2, 2010, Voth sent an email to Assistant U.S. Attorney Emory
Hurley and Assistant Special Agent in Charge (ASAC) George Gillett with the subject,
“No pressure but perhaps an increased sense of urgency.”® In the email, he reiterated
support for the strategy, but cited increasing levels of violence as a reason to move more
quickly. Voth wrote:

Our subjects purchased 359 firearms during the month of March alone, to
include numerous Barrett .50 caliber rifles. I believe we are righteous in
our plan to dismantle this entire organization and to rush in to arrest any
one person without taking in to [sic] account the entire scope of the
conspiracy would be ill advised to the overall good of the mission. 1

Id.
* Email from Group Supervisor David Voth to Group VIL. March 12, 2010. (Attachment 2)
> Id. (Emphasis in original.)
® Email from Group Supervisor David Voth to Group VII, Emory Hurley (USAAZ), and George Gillett.
April 2, 2010. (Attachment 3)
2
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acknowledge that we are all in agreement that to do so properly requires
patience and planning. In the event, however, that there is anything we
can do to facilitate a timely response or turnaround by others, we should
communicate our sense of urgency with regard to this matter.’

Voth also acknowledged in a May 3, 2010 email to his group that “April was the second
most violent month during the Calderon administration with 1,231 executions.”® ATF
personnel in Mexico reportedly noted the increased violence and contacted ATF
Headquarters to express concern over the Operation Fast and Furious strategy of allowing
the weapons sales to proceed.

ATF Headquarters was fully aware of the strategy. A copy the Operation Fast
and Furious case summary sent to ATF Headquarters states:

This OCDETF [Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force] case is a
large scale firearms trafficking case with the firearms being recovered in
the Republic of Mexico or on/near the US/Mexico border (El Paso, TX,
Nogales, AZ, Douglas, AZ, etc.) To date over 1,500 firearms have been
purchased since October 2009 for over one million ($1,000,000.00) cash
in over-the-counter transactions at various Phoenix area FFLs.
[REDACTION] There are many facets to this investigation but ATF is
attempting to not only secure a straw purchase/dealing in firearms without
a license case against various individuals but more specifically to make
the bigger connection to the Mexican Cartel/Drug Trafficking
Organization (DTO) obtaining these firearms for the best possible case
and the most severe charges when it is time to Indict [sic] this case.’

Dismantling the Mexican drug cartels is a worthy goal. However, asking cooperating
gun dealers to arm cartels and bandits without control of the weapons or knowledge of
their whereabouts is an extremely risky strategy. ATF leadership did not allow agents to
interdict the weapons in this case. Instead, agents simply monitored the purchases of
“suspect guns” and entered them into a database of firearms “suspected to eventually be
used in criminal activity.”'® Over the course of this investigation, weapons allowed to
walk were ending up in Mexico and along the Southwestern border. The ATF was well
aware that this was happening. For example, in November 2009, four 7.62 caliber

weapons were recovered in Naco, Mexico T|ust two weeks after being purchased by one of
the ATF’s suspects in Glendale, Arizona."" Also, in July 2010 a Romanian AK-47

TId.
¥ Email from Group Supervisor David Voth to Group VIL. May 3, 2010. (Attachment 4)
? Phoenix Group VII, Operation Fast and Furious. (Attachment 5)
' Email from Senior Firearms Program Specialist to Group VII Agent. June 17, 2010. (Attachment 6)
" Email: Suspect Person Activity Report. March 18, 2010. (Attachment 7)
3
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variant—the same model found at the scene of Agent Terry’s death—was recovered in
Navojoa, Mexico.'?

In light of this evidence, the Justice Department’s denials simply don’t hold
water. On February 4, 2011, the Department claimed that the ATF did not “knowingly”
allow the sale of assault weapons to straw purchasers and that “ATF makes every effort
to interdict weapons that have been purchased illegally and prevent their transportation
into Mexico.”" Clearly those statements are not accurate. These documents establish
that ATF allowed illegal firearm purchases by suspected traffickers in hopes of making a
larger case against the cartels. ATF was not alone. The U.S. Attorney’s office appears to
have been fully aware and engaged in endorsing the same strategy.

Congress needs to get to the bottom of this.

After close of business last night, I received a one-page response to my letters of
February 9 and 16."* The response asks that I direct to the Inspector General any
individuals who believe they have knowledge of misconduct by Department employees.
You should know that just after Agent Terry died in December, at least one
whistleblower contacted the Office of Inspector General before contacting my office.
Despite reporting the allegations multiple times by phone, Internet, and fax, no one
contacted the whistleblower until after my staff contacted the Acting Inspector General
directly on February 1.

I have received no documents in response to my February 16, 2011, request. Last
night’s DOJ reply cites the Justice Department’s “longstanding policy regarding pending
matters” as a reason for withholding documents “relating to any ongoing investigation.”"
However, as you know, that policy is merely a policy. It is not mandated by any binding
legal authority.

There are many instances where the Justice Department and its components
choose to provide information about pending investigations to Congress. These examples
are not always officially documented, but often occur when there are particularly
egregious allegations of government misconduct or there is an extremely high level of
public interest in an investigation. Getting to the truth of the ATF whistleblower
allegations in this case is extremely important to the family of Brian Terry and should be
important to all Americans. There is no reason to wait the unknown number of years it
might take for all of the trials and all of the appeals to be exhausted. The time for truth is
now.

' Email from ATF Violent Crime Analysis Branch and Group VII Agents, detailing a weapon recovery in
Mexico. August 6, 2010. (Attachment 8)
13 Letter from the Department of Justice to Senator Grassley. February 4, 2011. (Attachment 9)
1;‘ Letter from the Department of Justice to Senator Grassley. March 2, 2011. (Attachment 10)
1d.
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LLS. Department of Justice Report of Investigation
Bureanw ol Aleohoel, Tobacoo: Pirearms snid Baplosives

Tite of Investigation: Inwestigation Mumber: Bagort Mumber:
SR 78511510 i

SUMMARY OF EVENTS:

On May 8", 2010, a cooperating defendant, working in conjunction with ATE Phoenix - Group VII/ Strike-Force.
participated in the “straw” purchase of two (2) firearms on behalf of’

NARRATIVE:

I, During the morning of May 8%, 2010. (previously indexed) arrived at the residence of a
cooperating defendant (heretnafter: CD). asked the CD 1 travel to Lone Woll Trading Company
(LWTC) and Arizona Auto Weapons (AAW), both Federal Firearmis Licensees (FFL's), and purchase five (5)
Beretta 925F s 9mm, semeautomatic pismisf}k— advised the CD that he had previously contacted
the FEL's and that LWTC currently had only two (2} such pistols in stock whereas AAW had in excess of forty
(40). FERNANDEZ displayved a large amount of United States Currency which he offered to the CD to facilitate
the transaction.

?»3

The CD informed that he/she was uncomfortable with purchasing five (5) pistols on the same
day and turning them overto ~After a brief discussion, the CD agreed 1o go to the LWTC and

purchase the two (2) Beretta 928F s from their inventory, on behalf m“-.— provided

the CD with $1.400.00 {cash) and instructed the CD to contact him upon returning to the CI's residence with
the purchased pistols, The CD took possession of the cash and -— departed soon after,

3. Later this same day, the CD wavelled to the LWTC and, as instructed by _ purchased two {2}
Beretta 928F s pistols {ser: J159712 and J395712), completing the ATF Form(s) 4473 and 33104 in the
process, After returning to the area near the CD’s residence, the CD) met wiih- {ATF Phoenix -
Group VI / Strike-Foree) at a prearranged, neutral location. -- photographed the pistols. noted their
serial numbers, and equipped the CD with an electronic audio recording device. The CD then returned to the

CD’s residence and telephonically inﬂmmd- ot the CD’s retum. — assumed a nearby
position, suitable for surveillance.

Brepared by Tole: Sigrature: Dt
u Spedial Agent, Phoenizx VI Field Office
Authonzed by Tile Bignatune. Dt
Pavid 1. Vol Caoup Supervisor, Plioenne VI Field Dilice
Second levelreviewer lontionaly Thile: Swnehire Date:
William D, Newell specal Agentdn Charge, Phoenix Field Divigion
Page 1ol 2 ATEBE 31202 mF}
For (hteal Use Only

DOJ-FF-09332



Iveshgation Number Beoor! Murmber
78511510 {8

Thle gl anwaﬁﬁaﬁm:

4, Atapproximately 1700hrs this data.— observed a black, Mitsubishi Eclipse, convertible armve at the
CID’s residence. (Note — The CD had previously infmrmed- tha owned and
frequently operated such a vehicle.) After approximately 30 minutes, gbserved the same black
Mitsubishi convertible leave the area. Shortly thereafter, and the CD met again at the neutral
location. - debriefed the CD about the encounter with and recovered the slectronic
audio recording device. Afterwards, the CD returned to the CD’s residence and left the area.
During the debrisfing, the CD advised that | . opcroting the black. Mitsubishi Eclipse convertible.
arrived at the residence and approached the CD. The CD and -—Spake in general conversation and

took possession of the two (2) Beretta 928F s pistols purchased by the CD, from the LWTC.
-paid the CD $200.00 for purchasing the firearms for him.-.{ as evident by the
audio recording (made part of this file and incorporated within), informed the CD that he would profit little
more than the CD had for this {and other such) firearms transactions. — wernt on to describe how

his financial needs were the motivating factor behind his firearms trafficking and how he would continue to do
it until such time as those needs were met. Additimnal!yﬁ-- attempted to placate the CDs fears by

stating that he j assumed the only, real risk in their trafficking arrangement when he
) “erase(d) the (serial)numbers”™ from the firearms and “take (transports) them™ south, towards

their final destination.

ke

ATTACHMENTS:

L. Copy of receipt from Lone Wolf Trading Company / dated: May 8" 2010 / describing the sale of two (2)
Beretta, Model 928F s (serial numbers: J159712 and J395712) totaling $1.234.00 “cash™.

2. Copies of ATF Form(s) 4473 and 33104 relevant to this firearms purchase (to be obtained at a later date,
attached and incorporated within),
EXHIBITS:

1. Original audio recording {1 compact disk] of the mecting between the Cooperating Defendant and

- during the transfer of the two Beretta pistols.

Page 20f2 ATF B 313001 m-
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115 Department of Justice Re;mrt of investigaiiﬂn
Bareau of Alechol, Tobacto, Firdarms il Explosivey

Tithe of investigation: Investination Number. Raport Humber!
L 78511510 i

SUMMARY OF EVENT:

Beginning on May 10, 2010, an ATF Cooperating Defendant participated in the “straw” purchase of an AK
DRACO" pistol with

NARRATIVE:

Lad

On May 10%, 2{}%},— (previously indexed) met with an ATF Cooperating Defendant
{hereinafter — CD) and instructed the CD to purchase two (2) AK “DRACO” pistols from GUNS FOR ALL (8
Federal Firearms Licensee [FFL], Peoria, AZ,’}‘“ provided the CD with an amount of United States
Currency {enough to cover the purchase) and departed soon afier.

On May 117, 2010, the CD, as instructed by - travelled to GUNS FOR ALL and learned that the
FFL had only one such AK "DRACO” pistol still in inventory. The CD purchased this pistol {ser/ DC-0832-10)
and met with - prior to returning 1o the CD’s residence. photographed the pistol and
noted the serial number {listed). Afterwards, the CD contacted and informed him of the

purchase. instructed the CD to maintain the pistol and the remaining cash until he
yoould get by to retrieve it

On May 13%, 2010, the CD met with and provided the AK “DRACO” pistol (along with the remaining cash) to
—. Az per their previous arrangements, paid the TD one hundred dollars ($100.00)

for conducting the “straw” purchase of the pistol. Soon thereatter, | Bl dcparted. taking the AK
“DRACO” with him.

On May 20", 2010, the CD again met with— and continued a conversation that had begun with
previous meetings, telephone calls, and text communiqué. The CD, as instructed by . Spoke with

— about the introduction m-acting in an under/cover capacity ) to

participant in future “straw™ purchases. acknowledged his interest in meeting

Prepared:by: Tille: Bignature: Date
u Specialh Agent, PHogals VI Field Oifice
Authorized by T Siprmture: Date:
Dravid 1. Vol e Supervisor, Phoenie VI Field Oifies
Second level reviwsr (optionaly Title: Ewgnature: Dae
Wilhidm D, Mewell Special Avent in Charge, Phoeniy Field Division
Page d ol 2 ATERF 3202010 )
For ol Dee Onm
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" rpeey Investinabon Number Raport Nurnber,
A 785115-10 |

was pmvideé_ {under/cover) phone number by the CD.

##% NOTE *** - On May 10", 2010, || provided the CD with an electronic audio recording device to record
mieetings with . The CD was not able to record all conversations with due in part to
equipment and/or operating issues. The listed Exhibits are recordings thatl was able to retrieve froni the
audio recording device aﬁer~ recovered it from the CD on May 20, 2010, #%% END NOTE ###

ATTACHMENTS:
b, ATF Form 4473 deseribing the purchase of the listed AK "DRACO" Pistol (ser/ DC-0832-10) ~ 1o be obtained
at alater date.

EXHIBITS:
2. 1= Compact Audio Disc containing the conversation between the ATF Cooperating Defendant and
/ recorded on May 10%, 2010.
i - Compact Audio Disc containing the conversation between the ATF Cooperating Defendant and

B ccorded on May 20°, 2010,

3
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LR Department of Jusiics Rﬁpﬁﬂf of 1ﬂVﬁSiig3ﬁ(}ﬁ

Bureau of Alcohnl, Tobuceh, Firearms and Paplosives

Title of jrvestigation, Invéstination Mumber; Feoart Number:
s a5t 1510 g i

SUMMARY OF EVENT:

On June 1%, 2010, ATF - acting in an undercover capacity. met wim—

and delivered to him, six (6) firearms in exchange for $2.500.00,

NARRATIVE:

On June 1%, 2010, calminating from previous conversations, (ATF Phoenix — Group VII/ Strike
Force), acting in an undercover capacity, met with {previously indexed). Prior to this
meeting. had requested that obtain six (6) AK “Draco” Pistols and deliver them to

. offered and aereed to reimburse .- for the purchase price of the
tirearms ($300.00 each) as well as provide with $100.00 m profit for each of the six pistols.
Previously, on May 28, 2010 and -. participated in 2 meeting with ATF
Phoenix Field Division, ASAC I Needles. After being briefed on the details. scope and proposed direction of

this investigation, ASAC Needles authorized the purchase and subsequent release of the six (6) AK “Draco™
Pistols to [N |

During the morning of June 1%, 2010, in preparation of the pending undercover operation,

and utilized $850.00 of previously procured Agent Cashier Funds
¢ACEY to purchase two {27V AR "Diraco” Pistols (SER: DC-1243-10 and DC-0779-10), ABerwards,

and, by again utilizing ACF’s in the amount of $1,700.00,
obtained an additional four (4) AK “Drace” Pistols (SER: DC-2378-10, DC-2156-10. DC-2212-10and DC-
0978-10). All of the purchased firearms (totaling 6) were noted and photographed prior to the beginning of the
operation.

ATF Phoenix — Group V11 / Strike Force Agents, assisted by ATF - G.R.L.T, members, gathered and deploved
from a neutral staging area. and - had previously agreed to meet at the Chevron
station located at the intersection of Dunlap Rd and 1~ 17 and operational agents responded acmrciingiyx.

arnived inthe i P530hours and was soon contacted

(telephonically) by . that he -) was operating

Prepared by Tiie: Blgnaturs; et
ﬂ Special Agent, Phocnix VH Field Olfiee
Authorized by Tither Signature: Date’
David 1. Vorh Crroup Supervisorn, Phownix VI Field Ofiee
Secorad level teviewer (ooionall Tile Bignatre; Late
William D, Newell Special Agentdn Charge, Phoeniy Field Divisuin
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brvesligation Nambsr Repoit Number,

FERY mm-

Thieo inveﬁﬁiaﬁtm:

a black Mitsubishi Eclipse and that he wante to follow him as he drove through and out of the

. Soop thereatier, ohserved drive throuch and exi the
i Tollowed % 2 ncerby R

where the two parked, exited their respective vehicles and greeted each other.

were handed to him by . After the firearms were loaded into his vehicle, instructed

- tosit inthe front passenger Seat_— did so and was immediately handed a large sum of
United States currency by ﬁ who explained that; it totaled $2,500.00 - $1,800.00 for

reimbursement of the six (6) firearms, $600.00 ($100.00 each) profit, and a $100.00 borwus. NG 2
then began to converse about other matters.

made arrangements to place the six (6) firearms in the back of the Ecliiae and did so as they

Duing s converseion (R )
stated his intent to sell the aforementioned firearms for a considerable profit. also
restated to . his desire to iurchase military grade suppressors, 40mm grenade launchers and 40mm

grenades/ammunition. Additionally, instructed - to further explore having a secret
compartment (“trap”) installed in his vehicle {the Eclipse).

.- Upon completion of their mnversati@n.,— exited --vehicie and both departed tfrom the
utmvel}ﬁd directly to a neutral location and met wit’h— while other

operational agents surveilled SPEENOTE #%% . See ROL - Surveillance Report / this date / this
File Title / this File Number / authared by .) After debriefing with
returned to the Strike Force office and secured the obtained monies and ES recordings,

ATTACHMENTS:
L. Copy of Bank of America Cashier's Qh&ck,—*

EXHIBITS:

s ES#5 < Audio recording of U/C transaction with _- on 06/01/2010.

$2.500.060 miscellansous UL, curreney (¥ NOTE **% . On June 8% 2010, converted the
£2.500.00 cash, oblained from ﬁﬁ into a cashier’s check |BOA — Jand

forwarded it to ATF - AF&SPB.)

Page 20f2 ATREE 30 m—
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From: Yotk Davic 4

Bent: Friday, Mamen 2, 2000 T 34PN

T Phos-Groun Vil

Subjecl: Monday Morning Meeting, Strike force 9:30am
Toal

't has been brought to my attention that there may be 3 schism developing amongst the group. Thisisthe time we ali
need to pull together not drift apart. We are all entitled to our respective {albeit different) opinions however we all
need to get along and realize that we have a mission 1o accomplish.

L am thrilled and proud that our Group s the first ATF Southwest Border Group in the country to be [ B R

On thar note | thank sveryone for thelr efforts thus farand applaod the resuliswe have gehisved i g short amount of
Hine:

Whether vou care or 0ot people of rank and suthority'at B0 dre payving close sttention to this case and they ais0 bellove
we (Phoenb Groun VT gre doing what they envisioned the Southwest Border Groups doing. fomay sound cheesy but
we gre “The tip of the ATE spesar™ when Hcomes 1o Soutnwest Border Firparms Traflicking,

We need to resolve ourissues sl this mseting, Lwill bedamned i thiscase ispoing to sulfer due to petiv arguing,
ramiors or other sdolescent behavigr,

Lo’y know what 2l ihe lssees arebubwe are all souils we are all professionals, sad wehave gensiting ooportunity 1o
use the blegesttoolin our law enforcement toobbox: f vou doo't think this Is fun you're inthe wrong lne o work~
periodl This'is the pinnacle of domestic U.S. law enforcement techniques. After this the tool boxisempty, ‘Maybe the
Maricopa County Jail is hiring detention officers and you can get paid 530,000 linstead of $100,000) 1o serve lunch to
nmates all day.

One last point s that we hove many of our brother and sister AT R agents coming Intn town 1o assist uson this case. We
have to nut our best effort forward and lead by examiple. No one wanis io leave thelr families bebind. or leave thew
vasework behind focome help someone who does sven appreciate thelr sacrifics.

We need to get over this bump Inthe road once and forall and get on with the mission at hand. “This can be the most
fan voi have with AT, the ondy ooe imiting the smount of fun we have s youl

David Yoty
Srpun Sunervisor

Fhoenix Group Vil

50> S
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From: Yol Davig

Sent Frday, Apri 02, 20707083 AN

To: Hurley, Emory (USAAZY, Gillell, Gegrge T, dp

G Phos-Group Vi

Bubjech: N prassire bul pethaps an incheased sense of wrgenoy.

58 kited i March 2000 (dost violenbmiontiy 8inee 2005
937 killed in January 2010

842 glied m December 209

P87 voordors 1o Mareh, ncluding 11 policemen

Phope this e-mallis wel received In that iUis not Intended to mply anything other than that the Vinlence inMedito B
severs ang without being dramatic we have 8 serse of urgenoy with regards to this investigation, Oursubjects
purchased 359 firearms during the month of March alone, 10 include numerous Barrett .50 caliber rifles. helieve we
are rightecus in our plan o dismantie this endire organization and fo rush in to arrest dny one person without taliing o
ter scoount Hhe entire scope of the tonsniraCy would be il advised 1o the overall good of e mission Tacknowladpe thiat
e ave sl i agreemment a0 do s groperly regiires patience sl planning. o Dhe svent Nowever thet there i
arything we cando to facilitate 8 thuely response or turnaround by others we should communicate our sense of urgency
with regavd to this malter,

Thitnks for everyane’s tontinued support Inthis endeavor,

Bavid Yotk
GroupSupervisor

Phoenix Groug Vil

507 S
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Phoenix Group VIl

(GRIT/SWB Firearms Trafficking)

785115-10-0004, Operation Fast and Furious: This OCDETF case is a large scale firearms
tratficking case with the firearms being recovered either in the Republic of Mexico or on/nesr the
US/Mexico border (El Paso, TX, Nogales, AZ. Douglas. AZ, et¢.y To date over 1,500 fircarms have
been purchased since October 2009 for over one million ($1,000,000.00) cash in over-the-counter
transactions at various Phoenix area FFLs. Currently ATF is up on several T-111 Court Authorized
Audio Intercepts with affidavits on additional target telephones involved in this conspiracy pending at
the Department of Justice, Office of Enforcement Operations (DOJ - OEQ.) There are many facets 1o
this investigation but ATF is attempting to not only secure a straw purchase/dealing in firearms without
a license case against various individuals but more specifically to make the bigger connection to the
Mexican Cartel/Drug Trafficking Organization (DTO) obtaining these firearms for the best possible
case and the most severe charges when it is time to Indict this case.
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Suspect Cun - Eniries made 1o this program are firearms that have “NOT
law enforcement but suspected to eventually be used in criminal activity.
Once'the firearms are entered inthesystem, you wi!i recelve a report, representative of the firearm
information thal wes provided. Fovthe Drace to be g "hit", el of the weapon informetion mustmatah
that is; the manufacturer weapon type, caliber and serial number I the NTO receivés & Trace reguest
for any of the firssrms submitted, the Suspect Gun Program will advise you upon emall notificetion to
include Requestor information. 1t is part of puriprocedures of Suspect Gun to obtain the Suspect Gun
Case Status when snincoming Trace s submitted to the NTC on an Active Suspect Gun Cass, regardless
afthe Trace requasior. At ihis point the trace will be held pending upon written verification from the
Suzpect Gunoese agent,

been recoversd by

The Sugpect Gun Database is beneficial 1o the law enforcement in providing investigative leads
when dealing with fircarms trafficking and straw purchasers. This information can also be
shared between law enforcement agencies for comparing records or ongoing mvmng,mam,
Checking trace requests against the Suspect Gun Database also saves valuable time in
piocessiig rate reguesis.

H you are submitiing 2 laree st of firearims it would be best to bave an attached Word or Excel dorument detailingthe

ErLy idenifvine each Hrearm loomplete wespon desoription); include the purchaser D aveillablepurcnase datedtd
avallable)end FEU involved (1 available) for the purchase.

Please be advise that the Suspect Gun Program seauires an avtive ATE tnvsstizarion pumber forentry Inte the Suspect

Gam Database Gun Database {general IN numbers, case ?Sﬁt}ﬁsnﬁ?- are no longer accepted). Also indicete whether
ornot the Natiosal Trachye Center INTC) can release Trace history to other reguesiors,

f o L

wvevia sl ot | ||  GGTR - hs event that you do not fsze g der
contacting the Liw Enforcement Support Bronch ot 30/ SRR o+ Qﬁs;'-
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From:

Sent:

To

Lo

Bubiect:
Attachments:

>hﬁk RESTRICTIONS pat

Good Atternoon [N 2 Specizl Agent (NN

The Violent Crime Anziysis Branch has processed the monthly Suspect Person Adtivity Reports. M
(DOB: *Hﬁ:} was involved in one firearm trace request during the ronth of July 2010 "Alteched 15 @ yvon
document contaming the information. A summary ls a5 follows:

T20100166776~ On Julv 15, 2018 Mﬂfm . Mexico City, Mexico

submitted 5 fireamm trace regquast ko'the National Tracing Lenter Divislon [N LLY, | he rece reauest was for e

Romar/Cuglr, model GPWASR D83, 7.82mmrifle, sl TEBBTUSTS which was recovered gl the Incation o Caming

Rutal Navoloa, Mexico onoduly 4, 2010, The firearm was traced fo the individual purchaser, W

(DOB: * HIFY, . isting 2 residentis| atdress of * Avondae, ang using @
identi

prma calion number . purchiagsed the fireammon . Juw 11, rom FRL desler, ;
mm,h{m 3 e e
i

Close-out Uode: .

Acouriesy copy-is being provided to th and thiz
member represeniing the . W¥ewill continue to montor this indiaoual on 2 monihiy Dasis unl you N
us to discontinue. If you have any questions, please contact [N =t (304) [N

Pleusebe odvised thot the Consolidater Appropriotions Act of 2010, Public L. 1311217, which becoms sffective on
December 16, 2008, restrictsthe disclosure of any portof the contents of the Fireorms Trating Svstermargnyinformation
regidired 1o be kept by Federnl Fregrmislcensess purspont 1o 18 USC 82300, prosouired 1o be réporied pursuphtfo 18
WS 92 5)3) and 5231017 ).

The informotion, which is belng provided per your reguest, is for officiol low enforcement wse ondy and may only be
dissemingted by.the Burgoy of Alcohol, Toboceo, Firearms antd Explosives to o Federal, State, local, or tribel low
enforcementagency, ora Federal Stote, orlocol prosecutoror o foreips lovw gnforcement sgepcy solely inconnection
with and foruse in o crimingl Investigotion or prosecution: or o Federof ogency Jor p sotions! secorlty of Intelligence
burpose. This disclosure restriction shall not be construed to prevent the shoring or exchonge of such i £ o
and between Federol, Stote, local, or foreign low enforcement ngencles, Federal, Stote, oriocal prosecitors, ang Federnl
notiongl security, intelligence, or counterterrorismofficiols. Congress bus prolibited the public relense of anw doto by the
recipient low efiforcement ogency. The publicationrof stotistical angragute dota regording Jiretrms froffickers ting
trofficking chonssls, Mrearms misuse Telong, oot traflicking investigotions isesempr from therestiiction. you tibve
puestions regording these restrictions pleose vontoct ATF legal counsel prior to disclozing ooy of the information provided
i thivrorreshondence putside ol ATE

Thank you,

Contractor
ATE -Violent Crime Analvsis Branch
204
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ULS, Department of Justice

O e ol Lepisintive Al

February <, 201

The Honorable Charles B, Grassley
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on the Judiciary
Ulnited States Senute

Washington, DC 20310

Dear Senator Grassley:

This responds to vour letters, dated January 27, 201 1and January 31, 2011, to Acting
Director Kenneth Melson of the Department’s Bureaw of Aleohol, Tobaceo, Firearms, and
Explosives (ATE). regarding Project Gunrunner. We appreciate vour strong support for the
Department’s law enforcement mission.

Al the oulset, the allegation deseribed in vour January 27 lefter—that ATF “sanctioned”
or atherwise knowinely allowed the sale of assault weapons (o a straw purchaser who then
transported them into Mexico==is false. ATEF makes every ¢ffort to imerdict weapons that have
been purchased illegally and prevent their transportation to Mexico, Indeed. an important goal ol
Project Gunrunner is to stop the flow of weapons from the United States to drug cartels
Mexico. Since its inception-in 2006, Project Guarunner inveshigations have seized in excess of
L0000 firearms and 11 mitlon rounds of ammunition destined tor Mexico. Hundreds of
individuals have been convicted of criminal offenses arising from these imvestizations and many
othersare-on-gomng: ATF remains committed to investigating and dismantling firearms
trafficking organizations, and will conlinug 1o pursie ! hmm cases vigoroushy with all available
inveshgative respurces,

b this vein, the suggestion that Project Guneunner fovuses simply on straw purchasers is
incorrect. ‘The defendants named in the indictments referenced in vour January 27 letter include
feaders of a sophisticated gun vathicking orgamization. One of the goals of the mvestigation that
ted to those mdictments s to dismantle the entire tratlicking organization, nol merely to arrest
straw purchasers,

[also want to assure vou that ATE has made no attempt 1o retaliate agaimst any of 118
apgents regarding this matter. ‘We recognize the importance of protecting emplovees from
retabiation relating to their disclosures of waste, froud, and abuse, ATE gmployees receive

annual training on their nghts under the Whistleblower Protection Act, and those with
knowledue of waste, fraud, or abuse are encouraged o commumicate directly with the

DOJ-FF-09353



FThe Honorable Charles B Grassiey
Page Twe

I}a_;'xf.ttmncnt Otficeof] nspeetor General. These protections do pob negate the Department’s
legitimate imterest in protecting confidential mformation about pending criminal mvestigations,

We also want 1w protect investigations and the law enforcement personnel who directly
conduct them from inappropriate political influence. For this reason. we respectfully request that
Comimitiee staft not contact law enforcement personnel seekmg information about pending
criminal investigations, including the investigation into the desth of Customs and Border Patrol
Agent Brian Terry. Like vou, we are deeplv concerned by his mitirder; and we are sctively
investigating the matter. Please divect any inguiey o his killing to this office.

The Department would be pleased to provide a briefing to Committee stall about Project
Gunruaner and ATEs efforts to work withiits law enforcement partners to build cases that will
disrupt and dismantle criminal s“wg:;:zﬂ’?atimw Thiat brieting would not address the on-going
criminal investigation referenced in your letter. As vou know, the ["hmummu hasa long-
standing ;mhue agamst the disclosure of nonpublic muumiu::m out pendmg crintinal

investipations, which protects the independence and effectiveness of our law enforcement efforts

aswell as the privacy and due process interests of individuals who may or may not ever be
charged with crintinal offenses

We hope that this information s helptul and look forward to brieting Conimitice staft
about Project Gunrunner. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we may provide
additional assistance about this or any other matler.

Ronald Weich
Assistant Attorney General

e Hoparable Bainck b Leahy

Ge: T )
Lohamman
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