


defendant to purchase firearms at a gun dealer who was also cooperating with the ATF.
So, two of the three participants in the transactions were acting in concert with the ATF.
Yet, the ATF allowed the suspect to take possession of the firearms in each instance. In
one case the suspect said that he “assumed the only real risk in their trafficking
arrangement when he [REDACTED] ‘erase(d) the (serial) numbers’ from the firearms
and ‘take (transports) them...’”

The whistleblowers did not wait until a federal agent was killed before voicing
their concerns internally. Several agents in the Phoenix Gun Trafficking Group (Group
VII) voiced their opposition to the ATF’s handling of the case internally first. Group
Supervisor David Voth sent an email on March 12, 2010 about the “schism developing
amongst our group.”® His response to dissent within the group was to invite those who
disagreed with the strategy to find another job:

Whether you care or not people of rank and authority at HQ are paying
close attention to this case and they also believe we (Phoenix Group VII)
are doing what they envisioned the Southwest Border Groups doing. It
may sound cheesy, but we are “The tip of the ATF spear” [sic] when it
comes to the Southwest Border Firearms Trafficking.

We need to resolve our issues at this meeting. 1 will be damned if this
case is going to suffer due to petty arguing, rumors, or other adolescent
behavior.

... If you don’t think this is fun, you’re in the wrong line of work—
period!  This is the pinnacle of domestic U.S. law enforcement
techniques. After this the toolbox is empty. Maybe the Maricopa County
Jail is hiring detention officers and you can get paid $30,000 (instead of
$100,000) to serve lunch to inmates all day.’

Two weeks later, on April 2, 2010, Voth sent an email to Assistant U.S. Attorney Emory
Hurley and Assistant Special Agent in Charge (ASAC) George Gillett with the subject,
“No pressure but perhaps an increased sense of urgency.”® In the email, he reiterated
support for the strategy, but cited increasing levels of violence as a reason to move more
quickly. Voth wrote:

Our subjects purchased 359 firearms during the month of March alone, to
include numerous Barrett .50 caliber rifles. I believe we are righteous in
our plan to dismantle this entire organization and to rush in to arrest any
one person without taking in to [sic] account the entire scope of the
conspiracy would be ill advised to the overall good of the mission. 1

’Id.
* Email from Group Supervisor David Voth to Group VIL. March 12, 2010. (Attachment 2)
> Id (Emphasis in original.)
¢ Email from Group Supervisor David Voth to Group VII, Emory Hurley (USAAZ), and George Gillett.
April 2, 2010. (Autachment 3)
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acknowledge that we are all in agreement that to do so properly requires
patience and planning. In the event, however, that there is anything we
can do to facilitate a timely response or turnaround by others, we should
communicate our sense of urgency with regard to this matter.’

Voth also acknowledged in a May 3, 2010 email to his group that “April was the second
most violent month during the Calderon administration with 1,231 executions.”® ATF
personnel in Mexico reportedly noted the increased violence and contacted ATF
Headquarters to express concern over the Operation Fast and Furious strategy of allowing
the weapons sales to proceed.

ATF Headquarters was fully aware of the strategy. A copy the Operation Fast
and Furious case summary sent to ATF Headquarters states:

This OCDETF [Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force] case is a
large scale firearms trafficking case with the firearms being recovered in
the Republic of Mexico or on/near the US/Mexico border (El Paso, TX,
Nogales, AZ, Douglas, AZ, etc.) To date over 1,500 firearms have been
purchased since October 2009 for over one million ($1,000,000.00) cash
in over-the-counter transactions at various Phoenix area FFLs.
[REDACTION] There are many facets to this investigation but ATF is
attempting to not only secure a straw purchase/dealing in firearms without
a license case against various individuals but more specifically to make
the bigger connection to the Mexican Cartel/Drug Trafficking
Organization (DTO) obtaining these firearms for the best possible case
and the most severe charges when it is time to Indict [sic] this case.”

Dismantling the Mexican drug cartels is a worthy goal. However, asking cooperating
gun dealers to arm cartels and bandits without control of the weapons or knowledge of
their whereabouts is an extremely risky strategy. ATF leadership did not allow agents to
interdict the weapons in this case. Instead, agents simply monitored the purchases of
“suspect guns” and entered them into a database of firearms “suspected to eventually be
used in criminal activity.”lo Over the course of this investigation, weapons allowed to
walk were ending up in Mexico and along the Southwestern border. The ATF was well
aware that this was happening. For example, in November 2009, four 7.62 caliber
weapons were recovered in Naco, Mexico 1just two weeks after being purchased by one of
the ATF’s suspects in Glendale, Arizona.! Also, in July 2010 a Romanian AK-47

'1d.
¥ Email from Group Supervisor David Voth to Group VIL. May 3, 2010. (Attachment 4)
? Phoenix Group VII, Operation Fast and Furious. (Attachment 5)
' Email from Senior Firearms Program Specialist to Group VII Agent. June 17, 2010. (Attachment 6)
"' Email: Suspect Person Activity Report. March 18, 2010. (Attachment 7)
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variant—the same model found at the scene of Agent Terry’s death—was recovered in
Navojoa, Mexico."?

In light of this evidence, the Justice Department’s denials simply don’t hold
water. On February 4, 2011, the Department claimed that the ATF did not “knowingly”
allow the sale of assault weapons to straw purchasers and that “ATF makes every effort
to interdict weapons that have been purchased illegally and prevent their transportation
into Mexico.”"® Clearly those statements are not accurate. These documents establish
that ATF allowed illegal firearm purchases by suspected traffickers in hopes of making a
larger case against the cartels. ATF was not alone. The U.S. Attorney’s office appears to
have been fully aware and engaged in endorsing the same strategy.

Congress needs to get to the bottom of this.

After close of business last night, I received a one-page response to my letters of
February 9 and 16." The response asks that I direct to the Inspector General any
individuals who believe they have knowledge of misconduct by Department employees.
You should know that just after Agent Terry died in December, at least one
whistleblower contacted the Office of Inspector General before contacting my office.
Despite reporting the allegations multiple times by phone, Internet, and fax, no one
contacted the whistleblower until after my staff contacted the Acting Inspector General
directly on February 1.

I have received no documents in response to my February 16, 2011, request. Last
night’s DOJ reply cites the Justice Department’s “longstanding policy regarding pendin
matters” as a reason for withholding documents “relating to any ongoing investigation.”
However, as you know, that policy is merely a policy. It is not mandated by any binding
legal authority.

5

There are many instances where the Justice Department and its components
choose to provide information about pending investigations to Congress. These examples
are not always officially documented, but often occur when there are particularly
egregious allegations of government misconduct or there is an extremely high level of
public interest in an investigation. Getting to the truth of the ATF whistleblower
allegations in this case is extremely important to the family of Brian Terry and should be
important to all Americans. There is no reason to wait the unknown number of years it
might take for all of the trials and all of the appeals to be exhausted. The time for truth is
now.

' Email from ATF Violent Crime Analysis Branch and Group VII Agents, detailing a weapon recovery in
Mexico. August 6, 2010. (Attachment 8)
'? Letter from the Department of Justice to Senator Grassley. February 4, 2011. (Attachment 9)
1;‘ Letter from the Department of Justice to Senator Grassley. March 2, 2011. (Attachment 10)
1d.

4

AZ0209987
DOJ-FF-09764






Attachment 1

AZ0209989
DOJ-FF-09766



1.8, Department of Justice Report of Investigation
Bureanol Alcohol, Tobaceo: Phrearms and Explonves

Thie of Invasagation: Inastaation Mumber Report Number
S 7es115-10 il i

SUMMARY OF EVENTS:

On May 8%, 2010, a cooperating defendant, working in conjunction with ATF Phoenix - Group VI / Strike-Force.
participated in the “straw” purchase of two (2) firearms on behalf of'

NARRATIVE:

{. During the morning of May 8%, 2010. {previously indexed) arrived at the residence of a
cooperating defendant {(hereinafier: CDy. asked the CD to travel to Lone Wolt Trading Company
(LWTC) and Arizong Auto Weapons (AAW), both Federal Firearmis Licensees (FFL's), and purchuse five (5)

Beretta 928F s (9mm, semi-automaltic pismis}«— advised the CD that he had previously contacted
the FFL s and that LWTC currently had only two (2 such pistols in stock whereas AAW had in excess of forty
{40). FERNANDEY displaved a large amount of United States Currency which he offered to the CD to facilitate
the transaction.

The CD mnformed that he/she was uncomfortable with purchasing five (5) pistols on the same
day and turning them overto -After a brief discussion, the £D agreed to go to the LWTC and
purchase the two (2) Beretta 925F s from their inventory, on behalf i}f-. — provided

the CD with $1,400.00 {cash) and instructed the CD to contact him upon returning to the CI¥'s residence with
the purchased pistols. The CD took possession of the cash and -— departed soon after,

%ﬂ»&

3. Later this same day, the CD gavelled to the LWTC and, as instructed by~. purchased two (2)

Beretia 928F s pistols (ser: J159712 and 1395712), completing the ATF Form(s) 4473 and 3310.4 in the
process. After returning to the area near the CD's residence, the €D met with - {ATF Pheenix -
Group VIl / Strike-Force) at a prearranged, neutral location. -- photographed the pistols. noted their
serial numbers, and equipped the CD with an electronic audio recording device. The CD then returmed to the

CD’s residence and telephonically informad- of the CDs return, _ assumed a nearby

position, suitable for surveillance.

FPreparad biv) Tille: Biggrigbure: Dl
u Special Agent, Phoenix VI Field Office

Authonzed by Tithe! Bignature, Date:
David ¥ Moth oo Bupesvasorn Phoeae VIL Feld O

Sevond level reviewer (ootionsiy Thie: Shgnature Date:
William D, Mewell Speeial Agentdn Chare, Phoenix Field Division

Pape Tor2 ATFEFALN DY mF}
EBorOitenl Use Only
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Tnvestigation Mumber, Beosrd Mimber

785115-10 {

Tille ot an\fe&-ﬁﬁaﬁm:

4. Atapproximately 1700hes this dam.— observed a black, Mitsubishi Eclipse, convertible ammve at the
CD’s residence. (Note — The CD had previously informaci- tha owned and
frequently operated such a vehicle.) After approximately 30 minutes, observed the same black
Mitsubishi convertible leave the area. Shortly thereafter, and the CD met again at the neutral
loeation. — debriefed the CD about the encounterwith and recovered the slectronic
audio recording device, Afterwards, the CD returned to the CD's residence and left the area.
During the debriefing, the CD advised that [ SN operating the black. Mitsubishi Eclipse convertible.
arrived at the residence and approached the CD. The CD azxd-—spoka in general conversation and

inok possession of thetwo (2) Beretia D25F & pistols purchased by the CD from the LWTLE,
paid the CD $200.00 for purchasing the firearms for him. - as evident by the

Ly

audio recording (made part of this file and incorporated within}, informed the CD that he would profit little
more than the CD had Tor this (and otbersuehy firearms transactions. — wernt on 1o describe how
his financial needs were the motivating factor behind his firearms trafficking and how he would continue to do
it until such time as those needs were met. Additimnaliy‘-- atternpted 1o placate the CD’s fears by

stating that he ) assitmed the only, real risk in theirtrafficking arrangement when he
) “erase(d) the (serial)numbers” from the firearms and “take (transports) them” south, towards

their final dastination.

ATTACHMENTS:

L. Copy of receipt from Lone Wolf Trading Company / dated: May 8" 2010/ describing the sale of two (2)
Beretta, Model 928F s (serial numbers: J159712 and 1395712} totaling $1.234.00 “cash™.

2. Copies of ATF Form{s) 4473 and 3310.4 relevant to this firearms purchase (to be obtained at a later date,
attached and incorporated within),
EXHIBITS:

1. Original audio recording [1 compact disk] of the meeting between the Cooperating Defendant and
- during the transfer of the two Beretia pistols.

Puape 202 ATEEF 3202710
For il Te Uinne
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1.8, Department of Justice Report of Investigation

Buroau of Aleohol, Tobascow, Firearms and Explosivey

Thie of nvestoaion investioation Number, Report Number!
Eopesam 8571510 i

SUMMARY OF EVENT:

Beginning on May 10, 2010, an ATF Cooperating Defendant participated in the “straw” purchase of an AK
“DRACO" pistol it

NARRATIVE:

I. OnMay 10", 2{}?0,— {previously mdexed) met with an ATF Cooperating Defendant
{hereinafier - CD) and instructed the CD to purchase two (2) AK "DRACO" pistols from GUNS FOR ALL (2
Federal Firearms Licensee [FFL], Peorig, AZ). “ arovided the CD with an amount of United States

Currency {enough 1o cover the purchase) and departed soon after,

On May 117, 2010, the CD, as instructed by [ . ir2veiied 1o GUNS FOR ALL and learned that the
FFL had oniy one such AK "DRACO” pistol still in inventory. The CD purchased this pistol {ser/ DC-0832-10)
and miet with - prior to returning to the CD's residence. photographed the pistoland
noted the serial number {listed). Afterwards, the CD contacted and informed him of the

purchase. instructed the CD to maintain the pistol and the remaining cash until he
yoould get by to retrieve it

On May 13%, 2010, the CD met with and provided the AK "DRACO™ pistol (along with the remaining cash) to

—w As per their provious arrangements, paid the CD one hundred dollars (3100.00)
for conducting the “straw” purchase of the pistol. Soon thereafter, _ departed, taking the AK
“DRACO” with him.

On May 20" 2010, the CD again met with— and continued 4 conversation that had begun with

previcus meetings, telephone calls, and text communiqué. The CD, as instructed by . spoke with

- about the introduction of (acting in an under/cover capacity ) to

participant in future “straw’ purchases. acknowledged his interest in meeting
Frépared by, Tiile Sugnatuie: D
u Special Agent, Phoenix VI Field Office
Authorized by Titie Signatre; Date:
Davad J, Vb Girotp Supervisor, Phosnie VI Field Offies
Bevond level revipwer (pptonal) Titha: Signature: Time:
Willigm D Mowed] Special Agent s Chorge, Phoeniy Field Division

Page 1 pf2 ATF EF 31202 (10 )
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- e fvestigabon Number Aaport Nimben
f e 785115-10 [ |

was pmvide«:i_ {under/coyer) phone number by the CD.

### NOTE *** - On May 10", 2010, || provided the CD with an electronic audio recording device to record
meetings with . The €D was not able to record all conversations with dug inpart o
equipment and/or operating 1ssues. The listed Exhibits are recordings thatl was able 1o retrieve from the
audio recordmg device aﬁer~ recovered it from the CD on May 20, 2010, #%% END NOTE #%#

ATTACHMENTS:
L. ATF Form 4473 describing the purchase of the listed AK "DRACO” Piswol (ser/ DC-0832-10) ~ 1o be obtained
at a-later date.

EXHIBITS:
2. 1= Compact Audie Disc gontaining the conversation between the ATF Cooperating Defendant and
! recorded on Mayv 107, 2010.
I = Compact Audio Disc containing the conversation between the ATF Cooperating Defendant and

B ccoccd on May 20, 2010,

3

it
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1.5 Department of Justive Report of Investigation

Bureauof Alewhol, Tobaden, Firearms and Explosives

Tithe of investigatinn, Imvestgation kumber Repor Nuember:
s Thor o i

SUMMARY OF EVENT:

On June 1%, 2010, ATF - acting inan undercover capacity, met wiﬂx—

and-delivered to him, six (6) firearms in exchange for $2.500.00,

NARRATIVE:

On June 1%, 2010, eulminating from previous conversations, {ATF Phoenix - Giroup V17 Strike
Force), acting in an undercover capacity, met with {previously indexed). Prior to this
meeting, had requested that obtain six {63 AR *Draco” Pistols and deliverthem to

, offered and agreed to reimburse - for the purchase price of the
tirearms ($300,00 each) as well as provide with $100.00 1n profit for each of the six pistols.
Previously, on May 28", 2010 and -. participated in & meeting with ATF
Phoenix Field Division, ASAC L Needles: Atter being briefed on the details. scope and proposed direction of

this investigation, ASAC Needles authorized the purchase and subsequent release of the six (6) AK “Dracoe”
Pistols to [N |

During the moring of Tune 17, 2010, in preparation of the pending undercover operation,

and utihized $850.00 of previously procured Agent Cashier Funds
{ACH) to purchase two {27 AR “Diraco” Pistols (SER: DC-1243-10 and DC-0779-10). Aferwards,

and, by again utihzing ACE s in the amount of $1,
obtained an additional four (4) AK “Draco” Pistols (SER: DC-2378-10, DC-2156-10, DC-2212-10 a,nd DC-
0978-10). All of the purchased firearms (totaling 6) were noted and photographed prior to the beginning of the
aperation:

ATF Phoenix — Group VII/ Strike Force Agents, assisted by ATE -~ G.R.1L'T. members, gathered and deploved
from a neutral staging area. _ and _ had previously agreed to meet at the Chevron
station located at the intersection of Dunlap Rd and 1-17 and operational agents responded acmr(iingiyx.

arrived inthe ata mximateki P S30hours and was soon contacted

{telephonically) by advise - that he -) was operating

Prepared by Title: Sianatunsy Erene
ﬂ Special Agent, Phoenix VIl Bield Office
Aunthiorized Title; Slgnature: Dame’
David 1. Volh Diroup Supervisor, Phospix VH Pleld Oifice
Second lewe tevewer (omional) Tithe, Bignatuie: Coites
William D, Newell Soecial Apentdn Charge, Phoenix Field Division
Paze ol ATEEr .mstsm;nj_
For Dbl Uge Unty
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vesligstion Namber Renor Humbier
785115-10

Theot inveﬁn’iaﬁan:

a black Mitsubishi Eclipse and that he wante to follow him gs he drove through and out of the

. Soon thereafter, observed drive throush and éxii the
As instructed followed wa nﬁarby“
where the two parked. exited their respective vehicles and greeted each other.

made arrangements to place the six (6) firearms in the back of the Eelipse and did so as they
were handed to him by - After the firearms were loaded into his vehicie{_ instructed

- to sit in the front passenger Seat_— did so and was immediately handed a large sumof

United States currency by ﬁ who explained that; it totaled $2,500.00 - $1,800.00 for

reimbursement of the six (6) firearms, $600.00 ($100.00 each) profit, and a $100.00 borus. G <
then began to converse about other matters.

During this conversation (— %,

stated his intent to sell the aforementioned firearms for a considerable profit. also
restated to . his desire to purchase military grade suppressors, 40mm grenade launchers and 40mm
grenades/ammunition. Additionally, _ mstrueted - to further explore having a secret
compartment (“trap”) installed in his vehicle {the Eclipse).

Upon completion of their cs;mvematian.,_ exited --vehicie and both departed from the

travelled dizectly 10 g neutral location and et wit’h— while oither
operational agents surveilled SREENOTE #%% < See ROL - Surveillance Report / this date / this
File Title / this File Number / authored by JAfter debriefing with

returned to the Strike Force office and secured the obtained monies and ES recordings,

ATTACHMENTS:

L. Copy of Bank of America Cashier’s Cheek. || | NN

EXHIBITS:

ES #5 « Audio recording of U/C transaction with _- on 06/01/2010.

w82 S500.00 miscellaneous U8, curvency (% NOTE *** - On June 82010, converted the
$2.500.00 cash, oblaimed from -ﬁ into a cashier’s check [BOA -~ Jand

forwarded it to ATF - AF&SPB.)

Page 2ofd ATFERSIIOZ m—
Forfiheial Uee Uinly
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From: Woath Davin

Bent Frigtay, Marm e 20T A PN

1+ Phoe-Groun Vil

Bublect Stonday Morming Meeling Slrille Toroe B30am
Toal

it has besn brought to my atiention thet there may be o schism developing amongst the group. Thisis the ime we gl
nesd o null together not deilft apart. We ars sl entitled to our fespective lalbeltdifferent bopiions however we il
need to get along and realize that we have a mission 1o accomplish.

Lam thrilled and proud that our Group is the first ATF Southwest Border Group in the country to be [ NN IR
On thet note Hbank svervone Tor thelr efforts thus far and applaud the results we have achisved in g shortamount of
Hime,

Whether vou care or hot people of renkand authority ot BO are paving close shtention to this case and they also believe
we{Phoeni Group Vi) are doing what they envisioned the Southwest Border Geoups doing. Tomay sound cheesy bt
we are “The tio of the ATE spear™ when 1t comes 1o Southwest Border Flrparrs Trafficking.

We need 10 resolve our Issues gh this mesting, | will be damned 1 thiscase s soing to sulferdus o petly arauing,
rgmors or other adoiescent sehavior,

Pdon't know what gl the lsspes are byt we are 8l aduits, we are all professionsls, sod we haw s exditing opportunity In
use the Bigpest tool in our law enforcement too! box. ¥ vou don’™ think this Is fun you're Io the wrong line of work
periodl This is the pinnacle of domestic U S law enforcement techniques. Afterthisthetool boxis empty, Mavbe the
Maricopa County Jall is hiring detention officers and yvou £an get paid 530,000 instead o1 5100.000) to serve luhch 1o
Himatesaliday.

O last pbint I thatwe hove many ol oir brotherand sisterATE spentgooming Into town o asslstuson thiscase. We
have 1o put our bestefort forward and lead By example. No onewants todeave thely famiies behind, or leave their
casework behing 1o come help someone who doeseven appreciate thelrsacritioe.

We need to get over this bump In the road once and for all and get on with the mission at hand. This can be the most
fan vou have with ATE the only one limitine e amount ot fin we have s voul

David Voun
Groun Suoenvlunr

Fhoeni Grous VI

g
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From: Yoty Davie

Sent Fricley, Aprd 02, 20101681 AW

To: Hurley, Emone (USAAZY, Glllell, George TLdr

T BhoeCroup Vil

Bunisol: Ko pressure hub potnans anincressad serse ol urgeney.

SRR Rilled i Muardh 2000 Odost vicisnbmonth sines 2005
937 killed in January 2010

R ltled 1 December 2009

a7 erders in March, imolnding 1 policemen

Fhape this eamail is well recaived in that 1 s not Intended to inply anything other than that the vinlence In Medito s
severe gno without peing dramatic we have a serte of drgeney with repirds to thiy investivation. Our suliiects
plrchased 359 firsarms duriog the month of Marchalone, 1o Include manerous Barrett S0 caliber fifles. Pholisve we
sre rightecus in ourplan to dismantle is entire organization and to rush in to arrest gy one person without taking in
S actountthe entive scope of e Consniragy would be ladvised i the overgl goot ol e st achnowisdge Hha
wiv are gl iy agreament that 1o do o groperly resuires patience and planning. - In'the syent howevsr that there i3
arvthing we cando s facilltate o tevely respionse or lurndround by others we should communioate our serse of wrgency
with repavd to this matner

Thanks for cvergtne’s fontinded support inthis endeavar,

Pavio Yotk
Group Supervisor

Phosmy Group Wil

607 S
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From: Yath, Davidd,

Benl Monday, May 03, 201011153 AW

To: FPhoe-Group Vil

Bubject Justan Fyl..

s Aprilwas the second most violent month during the Calderon sdministration with 1281 executions. Thizis
fmore thantwice that actumulated inthe same month In 2009 (560 gead ) and Tve Umes thevef 2008270

David Voth

Group Supervisar

Phosnix Group Vi

602
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Phoenix Group VII

(GRIT/SWB Firearms Trafficking)

785115-10-0004, Operation Fast and Furious:  This OCDETY case is a large scale firearms
trafficking case with the firearms being recovered either in the Republic of Mexico or on/near the
US/Mexico border (El Paso, TX, Nogales. AZ, Douglas. AZ, etc.y To date over 1,500 firearms have
been purchased since October 2009 for over-one milhon ($1,000,000,00) cash in over-the-counter
transactions at various Phoenix area FFLs. Currently ATF is up on several T-111 Court Authorized
Audio Intercepts with affidavits on additional target telephones involved in this conspiracy pending at
the Department of Justice. Office of Enforcement Operations (DOJ - OEQ.) There are many faceis to
this investigation but ATF is attempting to not only secure a straw purchase/dealing in firearms without
a license case against various individuals but more specifically to make the bigger connection to the
Mexican Cartel/Drug Trafficking Organization (DTO) obtaining these firearms for the best possible
case and the most severe charges when it is time to Indict this case.

AZ0210003
DOJ-FF-09780



Attachment 6

AZ0210004
DOJ-FF-09781



From:

Sent: caune 17, 010808 AM
Tew

Col

Sublect: uspect Liatapases #LE10017158
Attachments: SGE33171. oo Suspect Parson.doc

S
5

v
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P i

&

o e
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A

Suspect Gun - Entries made 1o this program are firgarms that have “MOT” been recovered by
law enforcement but suspeeted to eventually be used in criminal activity.

Onpethe firearms are entered In the svstem, you wi!i recelve a report, representative of the firearm
information thet was provided, Forthe traceto be'a Thit” ‘sl of the weapon information must mateh:
that is, the manulacturer, wespon type, caliber and serialrumber i the NTC receives a Trace reguest
for any of the firserms submitted, the Suspect Gun Program will advise you upon emall notification o
intlude Reguastorinformation, I pat of guirprocedures of Sispect Gunto dbtain the Suspett Bun
Cave Satis wherman Incoming Trace ssubmitted 1o the NTCon gn Active Suspect Gun Case, fegardiess
afthe Trace reguestor. Atthis polnt the trace will be hald pending upon written verffication from the
Suspect Gun case agent,

The Sugpect Gun Database is beneficial 1o the law enforcement in providing investigative leads
when dealing with fivearms trafficking and straw purchasers. This information can alse be
shared betwesn law enforcement agencies for comparing records or ongoing mvu;ig,amm
Checking trace requests against the Suspect Gun Dutabase also saves valuable ime in
protessing 1race reguesis.

i vou sre submitiing @ laree list of firearms it would be best to have an sftached Word orExcel dorument detailing the
FrL entifinp sach Brear [tomplere wespon deserdption); Inchide the purchaser [ avallable purchase date |
available) and FFU involved {1 sveilabie) for the purchase.

Pleass he goviseithat the Suspect Gun Program fegu res a oy wastipation numbec forentry. Into the Susgect
Gam Database Gun Database {general IN numbers, case ?Sﬁ%ﬁaﬂ?- are no longer accented). Also indicete whether
ornotthe National Trecing Center INTC) can release Trace histony toother reguestons.

Pragae syt il an b 3 . & : : ! Sagls i oAt

e

Rl e

o
e aei gt

: 5 A theepent thot you sice not hove m:re}s,‘ getess tan be reguestey by
contacting the kow ﬁ"rfmramené Support Bronck ot 204N IREREE o 500 1R
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Sent: ursaay, March 18, 20101207 FN

To

Co:

Subject: Ushecl Porsan ACIviy Repor o

Attachments: “daﬂx: FY10 FIREARMS DATA RESTRICTIONE pdf

Good Afternoon (I << 5~

The Vidlent Crime Analysls Branch has brocessed the monthly Sustect Déison Aclivily Besoris F oDos:
— HM) was involved in 4 firsarms irace requests, 8 multiple sales involving 22 firearms and 14 suspect gun
reports involving 84 firsarms during the month of February 2010, Attached 1s 5 Word document containing the
iformiation. The sumimgnes are 28 follows;

of the Office of Sirategic Intelinonce
, Washinglon, BC 20238 an
axico Uiy, DR 04840, ORLS - SuUbmtiec @ rreany (race request o e Naliona rEong Lenter Lavison
NCH nooredtinwin inesigalor 208010 . Phéreguest was fora Romami/Cugle, mode! Orace, 782
caliber pistol, efne DRAGGT4.08 . The pislo!l Was recovares on November 20 2008 st the longlion ol Nans, S0 Ve

the possession m‘w {NO DOB provided, H/F} ne address provided. m
*EN& DOE provides no a0gress provided. is iisled as an associate. The pisiol was ira o the

inanatual purchaser, : B am Phosnly A2 85037, Fﬁséng
& primary ddentification num . purchased the firearm on Novernoer €, 2008 rom FRU dealer Lone Woll
Trading Company (FFL 4 S Gicndale AZ 85302 Close-out Code:

B cc ~ Waapons | anicring.

Te01000484090 ~ U Fabruary 24,2010
CWashington, DO 20228 and ;
snco Uy, DF (4840 Ol e . itec @ traann Usce TegUes 10 Tie NBLOnE L Te0ing Lenlel Lvisin
ERTOD n cormectionowill Inveshigatian 3 01 L This requsst was fors RomarmeDuglr, micde Drsos, 780

caliber pslol sin DR-IBEG08 "Tre piglo was recoversg on November 20 2008 st the lncgiion of laog, S0 Vieiso in
the possession dm (NO DOB provided HIF) no address provided. W
* iNo D CYIGET, noaddress piovided s Blec as anassociste, Thepsidlwes tacet o e
indradual purchaser, HH Phoenix, AZ 85037, . using
@ primary Wentification number o . purchased the firear on Novernber o, 2000 rom PRU gesler, Long Woll
Trading Company (FFL # R Giendate, AZ 85302 Close-out Code:

| o «Weapons | ra

TIOl0004857 - On February 24, 2010, of e Office of Shetegic intellivance.

%ﬂg*&cn 00 20226 an of information Ceander Combatting, :
exnn Oy, DF gesdn OR . Subited g frearh et repuest To the Nehonal raceg Lener Livision

TG W conneshon vilh investiganon 208010 . The reguest was for g Century Sume nlaimationg, mode

N70AB VB2 caiberdie, iy, ABZOSASE The pisle was recoversd on Noverber 20 2008 8 the lnoation ot Neeo, 80
Mexico in the possession of {NO DOB provided . HIF) no addrass provided, —

(N et
@ INGVIgUal PUIC as&f,* ¢ Phoenix, AZ 85037, F
using & primany deniificaton number of . purchased the trearm on November 8, 2008 from EFL desler, Long

Wolt Trading Company (FFL# B Ciendale AZ 85302 Close-out
Cude: .: NCIC = Weapons |ramcking.

T20100048524 - On Februgry 24 2010
. Washinglon, DO 20206 and
euico Gy DE G480 Ol - Supemified afirean ade reaues! o ihe aaliong [ ragng Lanter Livision
(NTCD ) in connaction with Invesulabon 5 1820801 . Thereusstwesior s Century Ao indenations  mode
WMTOAED T2 colbernle gl ABZORIET Thepitlol was recoversd of RNoveimber 20, 2000 o the ceslion o Naco 80
Mexico in the possessicn of [N (1O DOB provided. HIF) no address provided. [
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From:®

Bent:

To:

6% o3

Bubject:
Attachments:

>*ﬁk RESTRICTIONS pdf

Good Afterncon [ 1 ¢ Special Agent [N

The Viclent Crime Anaivéis Branch has procesged the monthly Suspect Person Adtivity Hepongl
(DOB: FH:‘F} was invoived in one firearm trace request during the rmonth of July 2010, Allached 1s a vvon
document contaming the information. A stmmanyisas foliows,

T20100166776 - On July 15, 2010, mmm”T Mexico City, Mexico
silbmitted a firears race request o the Mational Tracing Lenter Division (N1LGU). he race requestwas fore

Romerm/Cuglr, model GP WASR 1083, 7.82mmiifle, sin: 1886TUSTS whichwes recovered 2 the location of Caming

ooe: listing 2 residential address of % Avondale and vsng o
prima cation numbar , purchased the firearm on July 17, o FFL deakeri:‘>
dib!afh{tf& # R - ocrie. AZ 85345, NCIC: [l - Found Frrearm;
Close-oul Lo r:—sr.~

Acourtesy copy s being provided to'th ang thiz
member representing the e will continue o montor this indivioual on 2 monihiy Dasis unh vou D

us to discontinue. 1f you have any questions, plesse contact [J NI =t (304 [N

Rurgl, Navoioa, Mexicoon JJuly 4. 2000, Thefirearm was traced fothe ingividual purchisser,
;!an!z! !

Plegse be govises thot the Constlidated Appropriptions Act of 2010, Public L. 11 1-317 which become elfective on
December 16, 2009, réstrizts the disclosure of iy partof the contents gf the Frearms Troting Svstem orany Informetion
regulred to be kept by Federp] Firearmi Uicensess pursuont 10 18 USC 823(s), prrequired to be reported pursugnt to 18
LS 9230a)(3 and 923(ai{7].

The informotion, which iz Being provided peryourreguest s foroificiol low enforcement use-onfvong movonly be
disserninated by the Burgsu of Alcohol, Toboceo, Firearmsand Explasives to o Federol, Stote, loco! or triba! low
enforcement agency, org Federol, State, orilocal prosecuton ora foreion low enforcerment agency solely In comnection
with ong foruse in o triminol ] Hgotion or prosecution; or o Federgl ogency Jor o notionol securty orintellinence
purposs. This disclosure restriction shallviot be construed to prévent the shoring or exchounge of Such £ tion gmong
gnd between Federol, Btote, locol or foreign low enforcement goencies, Federol, Stote, oriloce! prosecutors, ong Federol
notionol security, intelligence, orcounterterrorism officials. Congress hus protibited the public relepse of oy doto by the
retiplent low ehforcement agenty. The publication of stotisticol sugregoie doto regorging Fregrmstrofickers dng
trofficking channels, firesrrps misuse, Telbng, and frafficking invéstigotions is exempt from the restriction. [Hyou hiove
questions regording these restrictions please contoct ATF legal cobnsel prior 1o disdlosing any of the infaringtion provided
fthirorrespondence nulside or TE

Thank vou,

Sontractor
ATE - Miolent Crime Anatvsis Branch
334

AZ0210009
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LLSs Department of Justice

e o Depislarbe Allans

February 4, 2011

The Honorable Charles B Grassley
Hanking Minority Member
Committee on the Judiciary

{Uinited States Sente

Washington, DU 20310

Dear Senator Orasslev:

This responds to vour letters, dated January 27, 201D and January 34, 2011, 1o Acting
Director Kenneth Melson of the Department’s Bureaw of Alcohol, Tobaceo, Fircarms, and
Explosives (ATF). regarding Project Gunrunner. 'We appreciate vour strong support for the
Depariment’s law enforcement mission.

Al the oulset, the allecation described in vour January 27 leltter—that ATF “sanctioned”
or otherwise knowingly allowed the sale of assanltweapons oa straw purchaser who then
transported them into Mexico--1s false. ATEF makes every ¢ffort o interdict weapons that have

been purchased iilegally and prevent their transportation to Mexico, Indeed, an inportant goal ol

Project Gunruntieris tostop the Hlow of weapons from the United States to drug cartels
Mexico.- Since its inception in 2006, Project Guorunner investigations. have seized in excess of
L0000 Hirearms and L1 mithion rounds of ammunition dmm;cd for Mexjco, Hundredsof
individuals have been convicted of criminal offenses arising from these investizations and many
others arc on-going. ATF remains committed to investigating and dismantling fircanms
trafficking organizations, and will continue o pursue t those eases vigoronsly w with all available
investigalive resources,

fn this vein, the suggestion that Project Gunsunner focuses simply on siraw purchasers iy
meorrect. The defendants named i the mdictments referenced in vour January 27 letter include
feaders ol a sophisticated pun rrathcking orgamization, One of the goals of the mvestization that
ted to those mdictments s 1o dismantle the entire tratlicking organization, nol merely to armest
straw purchasers,

Falsoowant foassure vourthat ATE has made no attempt 1o retaliste against any ol 11g
agents regarding this matier. We recognize the importance of protecting emplovees from
retabation relating to their disclosures of waste, fraud, and abuse, AT -r::nmie;wee% receive
annual traming on their nghts under the Whistleblower Protection Act, and those with
knowledge of waste, fraud, or- abuse are-encouraged o conypumeate directly with the

AZ0210011
DOJ-FF-09788



FThe Honorable Charles B, Grassley
Page Ty

Départment’s Office of baspeetor General. - These protections do pol negate the Diepartment’s
lepilimmte nterest ot protecting confidential riformation about pending eriminal investigations.

Wealso want 1o protect investigations and the law enforcement personnel who diveetly
conduct them from inappropriate political influence. For this reason. we respectfully request that
Commttee stall not contact law ¢nforcement personne! seekmg inforniation about pending
crimmnal investigations, including the investigation into the death of Customs and Border Patrol
Agent Brian Terry. Like vou, weare deeply concerned by s mtrder. and weare actively

investigating the matter. Please divect any inguiry o his Kithing to this office,

The Deparument would be pleased o provide o briehing 1o Conwmitiee stall about Projedt
Gunrunner and ATE™S etforts to work withits law enforcement partiers to build cases that will
disrupt and dismantle erimina orpanizations. That brieting would not address the opn-going
criminal nvestigation referenced inoyour letter. As you know, the Department hasa long-
standing policy against the disclosure of non-public ifonmation abour pending eriminal
investigatiohs, which protects the independence and sflectiveness ol our liw enforcement efforts
as well as the privacy and due process inferests of individuals who may or may not ever be
charced with crinminal-offenses.

We hope that this mtormation s helpful and look forward to brieting Commitice staft
about Project Guaruniner. Please do not hesitate to contact this office 1 we may provide
additional assistance ahout thisor any other matier.

Ronadd Wech
Assistant Attorney General

e Hondpable Patvichd Laahy

o 1 4
Charraan
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