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Mr. Kenneth E. Melson 
Acting Director 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
99 New York Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20226 

Dear Acting Director Melson: 

Recent media reports have raised grave questions about your department's handling of 
operations involving gun trafficking into Mexico. In the aftermath of the tragic killings of 
Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry and Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agent Jaime 
Zapata, it is imperative that you act decisively to assuage the public's deep suspicions that the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) has a policy of permitting — and 
even encouraging — the movement of guns into Mexico by straw purchasers. The presence of 
these guns may have subsequently led to the deaths of hundreds of people on both sides of the 
border, including Agents Terry and Zapata. 1  

It has been brought to my attention that you are not cooperating with congressional 
inquiries about Project Gunrunner and Operation Fast and Furious. Last week, Senator Charles 
Grassley expressed frustration at ATF's responsiveness in a letter to the Department of Justice 
(DOJ): "I'm still asking questions and we're getting the runaround from the Justice Department, 
Nhey're stonewalling. And the longer the wait, the more they fight, the more egg that they're 
going to have on their face." 2  

Operation Fast and Furious is part of ATF's Project Gunrunner program designed to 
prevent illegal guns from crossing the border into Mexico. ATF implemented the plan in June 
2007 and outlined four key areas of Gunrunner: expansion of gun tracing in Mexico, 
international coordination, domestic activities, and intelligence. 

Kim Murphy and Ken Ellingwood, Mexico Lawmakers Demand Answers about Guns Smuggled under ATF's 
Watch, L.A. Tuvws, Mar. 11, 2011, hUp://www.latimes.cominews/nationworid/nation/la-naw-mexico-guns-
20110311,0,6476764,fiill.story. 
2  

William Lajcuriesse, ATF, DOJ Launch Damage Control Effort over Growing Project Gunrunner Scandal, 
FoxNEWS, Mar. 9,2011, http://www.foxnews.com/us/2011/03/09/project-gun-runner-scandal-
borderntest=latestnewsrunner  Scandal. 
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arren issa 
Chairman 

Mr. Kenneth E. Nielson 
March 16, 2011 
Page 4 

We request that you provide the requested documents and information as soon as 
possible, but no later than 5:00 p.m. on March 30, 2011. When producing documents to the 
Committee, please deliver production sets to the Majority Staff in Room 2157 of the Rayburn 
House Office Building and the Minority Staff in Room 2471 of the Rayburn House Office 
Building. The Committee prefers, if possible, to receive all documents in electronic format. An 
attachment to this letter provides additional information about responding to the Committee's 
request. 

If you have any questions about this request, please contact Ashok Pinto or Henry Kerner 
of the Committee Staff at (202) 225-5074. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Enclosure 

cc: 	The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings, Ranking Minority Member 
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