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The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of State 
Harry S. Truman Building 
2201 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20520 

Dear Secretary Clinton: 

On March 4, 2011, Senator Charles E. Grassley wrote to you requesting basic 
information about the connection between Operation "Fast and Furious," conducted by 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF), and the December 14, 
2010 firefight that claimed the life of Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry.' I understand that 
you have yet to respond and are likely to refuse Senator Grassley's request for 
information without a letter from the Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee. This 
refusal is mystifying in its own right, given Senator Grassley's standing as the Ranking 
Member of that Committee. More inexplicably, your refusal stands in stark contradiction 
to the promise of transparency promoted by President Obama. During Sunshine Week 
last year, the President stated that he had "recommit[ed] [his] administration to be the 
most open and honest ever." 2  

Given the gravity of this matter, this refusal is simply unacceptable. Therefore, 
I am joining Senator Grassley's request for any and all records relating to a meeting 
involving the then-U.S. Ambassador to Mexico Carlos Pascual with Assistant Attorney 
General Lanny Breuer, Mr. Breuer's deputy, and other officials in Mexico City in the 
summer of 2010 regarding "on-going investigations" related to Project Gunrunner and its 
"Fast and Furious" component. The records sought include meeting minutes, briefing 
notes, e-mails and cables relating to any such meeting or meetings that may have 
occurred from June through September 2010. Additionally, please explain in detail the 
reasons behind your refusal to answer the Senator directly. 

'Letter from Sen. Charles Grassley, Ranking Member, S. Jud. Comm., to Hon. Hillary R. Clinton, Sec'y, 
U.S. Dep't of State (Mar. 4,2011). 
2  The White House, Office of the Press Secretary, Statement from the President on Sunshine Week (Mar. 
16, 2010), http://www.whitehouse.govithe-press-office/statement-president-sunshine-week.  

DOJ-FF-21113 



The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton 
March 29, 2011 
Page 2 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
committee of the House of Representatives and may at "any time" investigate "any 
matter" as set forth in House Rule X. 

We request that you provide the requested documents and information as soon as 
possible, but no later than 5:00 p.m. on April 12, 2011. When producing documents to 
the Committee, please deliver production sets to the Majority Staff in Room 2157 of the 
Rayburn House Office Building and the Minority Staff in Room 2471 of the Rayburn 
House Office Building. The Committee prefers, if possible, to receive all documents in 
electronic format. An attachment to this letter provides additional information about 
responding to the Committee's request. 

If you have any questions about this request, please contact Ashok Pinto or Henry 
Kerner of the Committee Staff at (202) 225-5074. Thank you for your attention to this 
matter. 

Darrell Issa 
Chairman 

Enclosure 

cc: 	The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings, Ranking Member 

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley, Ranking Member 
U. S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

DOJ-FF-21114 



mai) , -) tiite 

OC 

DOJ-FF-21115 



ii. , 	1 

1 is 
i 

Ii 

LUL iii  

). 	 I 
.A.l ah ASi 11 cDP..1 

Oh: 
in 

• I 	• 	Ihc;rnqiit L'.1:70 -it.:1 b 	rry,H,L in full, ( 

SL;Cil Juici 

'H. )  he 
1:1;2 	 itfilf.)1" 

(2 C.1 -01 . 1.' 1 

11 1S ) M .  

S. 	an. IT L.. in 	1: ■.`1 

itnd 
1 TAIL' 

TICLIII Sat 

ir,;;;1:121,11 . 411a, HUI LI 	na 	s.1 

in 

L.:. 1:1 	 Ht. ii 

1.! 1•1 ',1 1 

C- C.1 -1C 1. 

DOJ-FF-21116 



12ic 

I S 

ri 

: 11W ‘1 11:101 i 	1 .; :1( .1' • 

p r ,),1111/4.1 i 

opini()n 

d:attS. 

n.odHc: ' 

•.:11 	am, 

. 	and 

(2n . 	 ;.: nd 

HI i:flUiEUttIHn.- 

C.11SI\S, :01 ii 

W k‘i 	OiLT.0 

1 	i - L 

2. 

1.. I 

• !k2ilt 	 • 	 . i)r 

,i s )i:ron s :TI K;  

Cit.; 

ons 

1 
°H:11;11 of ircH 

p:..1 1111) 1111.2 ..S. 

CIL.•;:tyi)11:1„: 

IT:)1A:.011:-; Cif 'an::: 

t 

min i 

DOJ-FF-21117 



1 

!•):F.1 

. 1 

fsi::!1•1 ,1:L; 	 tr'i• 

4 

DOJ-FF-21118 


	Page 1
	Page 1
	Page 1
	Page 1
	Page 1
	Page 1

