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March 9, 2011

The Honerable Eric H, Holder, Jr.

Atiomey Gengcral

U.S. Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Attomey General Holder,
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We write to express our concemns about aliegations that the Bureau of Aleohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives’ (ATF) Operation Gunrunner may have been complicit in the illegal
transler of firearms into Mexico. According to media reports, the Phoenix-based program
known as “Fast and Furious” intentionally allowed straw buyers for criminal organizations to

purchase thougands of guns so that ATV could track them across the border.

We find 1t ironic that the government allowed guns to be trafficked into Mexico as part of
a program designed to stop gung from beiag trafficked into Mexico. We are also troubled that
ATF engaged in activities that may have facilitated the transfer of guns to violent drug cartels
while simultaneously attemnpting to restrict lawful firearms sales by border-area firearms dealers.
In December, ATF sought to impose additional reporting requirements on semi-gutomatic rifles,
a propesal that we strongly oppose.

The program resulted in a large flow of weapons across the border to Mexico. According
1o the Center for Public Integrity, ATF allowed nearly 2,000 guns-—-valued at over one million
dellars—to cross the border to known criminal organizations.! As would be expected, many of
the puns were used in violent crimes. Worse, two guns from the program were found at the

murder scene of Customs and Border Protection Agent Brian Terry in December.

? John Solomon, David Heath, and Gordon, Witkin, ATF Ler Hundreds of 1.8 Weapons Fail into Hands of

Suspected Mexican Gunrunnery, The Center for Pubiic Integrity (March 3, 2011), available of

hitp/fwww publicintegrity org/articles/entry/2976/.

DOJ-FF-24674



The Hen. Eric H. Holder, It
March 9, 2011
Page 2

ATI”s strategy to allow weapons to flow into the hands of criminals carried serious and
obvious risks. More disturbing, however, is that ATF appears to have accepted these risks
without due regard for the consequences

ATF initiated Operation Guarunner after the Department of Justice Inspector General
(1G5} criticized the ATEs gun tracing ability. Ina 2010 repoit, the [G wrote:

Despite the increased activity related to Project Guorunner, ATF is not using intelligence
effectively to identify and target firearms trafficking organizations operating along the
Southwest border and in Mexico. Moreever, ATF s expansion of its automated system
{¢Trace) to frace guns seized in Mexico has yielded very limited information of
intelligence value.®

In addition, there seems to have been little effective coordination between ATF and the
Department as a whole. While guns continued {o cross the border, the Department was
apparently slow to approve wiretaps and to bring prosecutions. Internal ATF documents show
that ATF’s supervisors became increasingly concerned about the pace of the investigations. It
was only this January, 15 months after ATT initiated the program and a month after agent

" Terry’s murder, that the Department finally issugd its first indictment based on evidence from the -

program.

 We commend your request that the Department’s Inspector General investigate thesc
allegations. In the meantime, we ask that the Department respond to the following questions;

1. How many weapons have been allowed to pass to Mexico under the program known as

“Fast and Furious™? Ts the program still active?
. Who at ATF Headquarters approved the program?

3. Who in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Arizona approved the program? On
what guthority did the Office approve the program?

4. Did ATF erthe U.S. Attorney’s Office in Phoenix coordinate the “Tast and Furious™
program with the Departmeni? Did the Department approve the strategy?

S, What changes or improvemnents has ATF made to its eTrace program and its ability to use
intelligence to target gun trafficking organizations in general?

6. Does ATF view the “Fast and Iurious” program as a success?

Thank you for your attention to this matier. We respectfully request that the Department
laspond to these questions by Friday, March 18, 2011,

Sincerely,

2 Review of ATF’s Project Gunrunner, U 8. Dept. of Justics Office of the Inspecior Genersl, p. vi (2010), avaifeble

o hitp/Awww justice. govoig/reports/ATTF/el 191 .pdf
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¢e: The Honorable John Conyers, Jr.
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Myies, Tonia (JMD)

From: i Admin. Assistant :

Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 9:21 AM

To: DOJExecSec (JMD)

Co: Tolson, Kimbedy G (JMD); Weils, Barbara A (IMD)
Subject: FW. Letter to General Holder

Attachments: 3.8.11 HJC Gunrunner Letter pdf

imporfance: High

Pis log the attached Hr. Thanks.

From: Agrast, Mark D, (SMO)

Sent: Wednesday, March (9, 2011 7:13 PM

Tl Admin. Assistant §i  Admin. Assistant !

Ce: WEIEH, Ko (SMUT; Biifton, Faith (SMO); Gaston, Molly (SMO)
Subject: FW: Letter to Generat Holder

: Admin. Assistant :_

Please Ing in and assign.

Mark

From: Lynch, Carofine [mailto:Caraline.Lynch@mail.nouse.aov]
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2011 5:30 PM

To: Agrast, Mark D. (SMO)

€c: Hertling, Richard; Jezierski, Crystal

Subject: Letter to General Holder

Blark — attached please Bind a letter to General Holder. Thanks.

Carviine (5. Lynch

Chick Majority Counsel

Sabcommittee on Crime, Tetronsm & Homeland Security
House Committes on Judiciary

B-370 Rayburn House OFffice Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

{202) 225.5727

(202) 225-3672 [fax)
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