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April 20, 2011 

Mr. Kenneth E. Melson 
Acting Director 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives 
99 New York Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20226 

Dear Acting Director Me'son: 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform issued a subpoena to you on 
March 31, 2011. The subpoena instructed you to produce documents pertaining to Project 
Gunrunner and Operation Fast and Furious, conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms, and Explosives (ATF). I wrote to you on April 11, 2011 to reiterate that, "[absent a 
valid assertion of executive privilege over the materials sought, I expect you to produce the 
things identified in the March 31, 2011, subpoena's schedule by the return date." The April 13, 
2011 deadline for compliance has passed without production of any documents. 

I am disappointed that you have failed to produce any documents that would meet your 
legal obligations by the subpoena's April 13th deadline. Instead of documents, after the deadline 
passed, I received a letter from Assistant Attorney General Ronald Weich. Mr. Weich did not 
assert a claim of executive privilege in withholding all documents from the Committee. Instead, 
the Department's response again restated its lack of production was due solely to the 
Department's internal policy relating to "ongoing law enforcement investigations," "pending 
criminal investigations," "on-going criminal investigations," and "open criminal investigative 
files."2  Absent a claim of executive privilege, these vague assertions are not a valid basis for 
your decision to withhold documents. 

I  Letter from Rep. Darrell E. Issa, Chairman, H. Comm. on Oversight & Gov't Reform (OCR), to Kenneth E. 
Melson, Acting Director, ATF (Apr. 11, 2011). 
2  Letter from Ronald Weich, Assistant Attorney General, DOJ, to Rep. Darrell E. Issa, OGR Chairman (Apr. 13, 
2011) (hereinafter Welch Letter). 
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Mr. Weich's April 13, 2011 letter focuses almost exclusively on a general Department 
policy regarding pending criminal investigations. It is unclear to which specific criminal 
investigations Mr. Weich is referring. Such a blanket prohibition, if accepted, would conceal the 
entirety of Project Gunrunner and Operation Fast and Furious from legitimate congressional 
scrutiny. This is unacceptable. As a co-equal branch of government, Congress has a right, even 
a constitutional obligation, to conduct oversight of the Executive Branch, including the 
Department of Justice. 

Over the past 85 years, the U.S. Supreme Court has consistently ruled the investigatory 
power of Congress is essential to the legislative fiinction, 3  and the Court has gradually expanded 
that power. 4  Pointedly, the Supreme Court has also weighed in on the Department of Justice's 
internal policy of withholding documents to Congress that pertain to open criminal 
investigations: 

It may be conceded that Congress is without authority to compel 
disclosure for the purpose of aiding the prosecution of pending suits; but 
the authority of that body, directly or through its committees to require 
pertinent disclosures in aid of its own constitutional power is not abridged 
because the information sought to be elicited may also be of use in such 
suits. 5  

The Department's internal policy to withhold documents from what it labels pending criminal 
investigations may not deprive Congress from obtaining those same documents if they are 
pertinent to a congressional investigation particularly in a matter involving allegations that 
reckless and inappropriate decisions by top Justice Department officials may have contributed to 
the deaths of U.S. and Mexican citizens. 

Let me be clear. The Committee is not seeking these documents from the Department of 
Justice in furtherance of the prosecution of pending suits. Rather, we are seeking these 
documents in furtherance of the proper use of our constitutional authority. Sometimes, we may 
take a deferential approach to the Department when we are both investigating a third-party's 
wrongdoing. Here, however, we are not conducting a concurrent investigation with the 
Department of Justice, but rather an independent investigation of the Department of Justice — 
specifically, of allegations that the reckless and inappropriate decisions of Department officials 
have created a serious public safety hazard. We are asking for documents that relate to decisions 
such officials made. Congress is legally entitled to all of these documents. 

There are several prominent examples of Congress investigating the conduct of the 
Department of Justice while the Department proceeded simultaneously with criminal or civil 
probes: 

McGrain v. Daugherty, 273 U.S. 135 (1927). 
4  Watkins v. United States, 354 U.S. 178 (1957); Barenblatt v. United States, 360 U.S. 109 (1959). 
5  Sinclair v. United States, 279 U.S. 263 (1929). 
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• Starting in 1922, Congress investigated "charges of misfeasance 
and nonfeasance in the Department of Justice" 6  at the same time 
that the Department of Justice failed to prosecute meritorious cases 
against Department of Interior employees stemming from the 
Teapot Dome Scandal. 

• In 1992, a House subcommittee investigated a Department of 
Justice plea bargain regarding environmental crimes committed by 
the company that managed the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons 
facility. 7  

• In 2004, the House Committee on Government Reform 
investigated allegations that agents in the FBI's Boston regional 
office knowingly permitted informants to commit nearly two dozen 
murders while they were acting as informants. At the time of the 
congressional investigation, cases were still pending against the 
Department of Justice. 8  

In each of these instances, Congress was able to obtain a substantial amount of responsive 
documents to aid its investigation. There is no constitutional, statutory, or case law authority that 
permits the Department of Justice to withhold documents from Congress due to the pendency of 
a criminal probe. 

Assistant Attorney General Weich's most recent letter also noted that the Department of 
Justice "made available documents for review prior to [the subpoena deadline] ." 9  This 
statement, however, is misleading. The Department made only four documents available for an 
in camera review at Department of Justice headquarters. The viewing consisted of the following 
materials: 

1. Southwest Border Initiative Project Gunrunner, December 2007. 
2. ATF's Project Gunrunner and OCDETF (Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task 

Force). 
3. Memorandum to all ADs and all Field Ops Personnel, from AD Field Ops. 
4. Project Gunrunner — A Cartel Focused Strategy, September 2010. 

These documents were quite general and largely unhelpful as none of them directly pertain to 
Operation Fast and Furious. This is not surprising considering that the Department of Justice 
believes it is "not in a position to disclose such documents, nor can [D0J] confirm or deny the 

6 McGrain, 273 U.S. at 151. 
7 See Environmental Crimes at the Rocky Flats Nuclear Weapons Facility: Hearings before the Subcomm. on 
Investigations and Oversight of the House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, 102nd Cong., 2d Sess.., 
Vols. I and 11 (1992). 
a Everything Secret Degenerates: The FBI's Use of Murderers as Informants, H. Rept. 108-414, 108th Cong., 2d 
Sess. (2004). 
9  Welch Letter, supra note 2. 
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existence of records in [its] ongoing investigative files." I°  Undeterred by the Department's 
refusal to produce documents, the Committee has been able to confirm independently that such 
documents do in fact exist. Attached to this letter are several documents the Committee has 
obtained indicating not only that the Department and ATE were aware that straw purchasers were 
consistently and illegally buying assault rifles and other weapons, but that they also failed to 
prevent their disappearance. Tragically, some of these weapons ATF represented it was tracking 
ended up at crime scenes, including at the locations of the murders of Border Patrol Agent Brian 
Terry and Immigrations and Customs Enforcement Officer Jaime Zapata. 

Attachment 1 is a January 13, 2010 e-mail from an ATF employee containing a list of 42 
names added to the Suspect Person Database. One of these names is Jaime Avila. Attachment 2 
shows a Suspect Gun Summary for three WASR-10 rifles that Jaime Avila bought just three days 
later, on January 16, 2010. These guns were entered into ATF's database on January 19, 2010. 
Attachment 3 is a Significant Information Report regarding the murder of Brian Terry. The 
Report states that "[t]wo (2) of the AK-47 variant rifles purchased by AVILA on 01/16/2010 
were recovered in the area during" the search after Terry's murder. This document demonstrates 
that ATF knew straw purchasers were acquiring weapons and failed to track those weapons. As 
an apparent result, a U.S. federal agent lost his life. 

Attachment 4 shows the results of three Firearms Trace Summaries for Ranferi Osorio 
and Kelvin Morrison, his neighbor. One of the weapons recovered at the murder scene of Jaime 
Zapata was traced to a purchase made by Otilio Osorio, Ranferi's brother. 11  The Attachment 
shows that not only did Ranferi Osorio and Kelvin Morrison purchase assault rifles, but these 
weapons had shown up at crime scenes, as indicated by the "Time to Crime" section of the 
Firearms Trace Summary. Both the Department and ATF knew that weapons were turning up at 
crime scenes, yet did not act. This is even more egregious when read in conjunction with an e-
mail from Group VII Supervisor David Voth, as shown in Attachment 5. In the e-mail, Voth 
says: 

[W]ithout being dramatic we have a sense of urgency with regards to this 
investigation. Our subjects purchased 359 firearms during the month of 
March alone, to include numerous Barrett .50 caliber rifles. I believe we 
are righteous in our plan to dismantle this entire organization and to rush 
in to arrest any one person without taking in to account the entire scope of 
the conspiracy would be ill advised to the overall good of the mission. 

As a result of this "plan," another U.S. federal agent may have also lost his life. 

Attachment 6 presents a summary of the number of firearms purchased with ATF' s 
knowledge during the pendency of Operation Fast and Furious. The amount of firearms is a 
staggering 1,500 (minimum) heavy-duty weapons. Attachment 7 is an e-mail exchange between 
a Federal Firearms Licensee (FFL) and ATF in which the FFL expresses concern over the 

IR Letter from Assistant Attorney General Ronald Weich to OGR Chairman Darrell E. Issa (Apr. 8, 2011). 
"&e Press Release, Department of Justice, Three Dallas-Area Men Arrested on Federal Firearms Charges Related 
to Trafficking Firearms to a Mexican Drug Cartel (Mar. 1, 2011). 
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frequency of guns sold, and the strong possibility guns sold to straw purchasers would end up in 
Mexico or "in the hands of bad guys." ATF, in conjunction with the Department of Justice, 
assures the FFL that there are safeguards in place to prevent this from happening. This claim is 
belied, however, by an e-mail (Attachment 8) showing that ATF knew that many of these 1,500 
firearms would "eventually be used in criminal activity." As clearly seen in Attachment 9, the 
Group VII Supervisor was fully aware that violence in Mexico was extremely high, yet failed to 
alter ATF's approach. Attachment 10 is a forceful e-mail indicating that officials at ATF 
headquarters were "paying close attention" to Fast and Furious. Contained in Attachment 11 are 
detailed Reports of Investigation tracking suspected straw purchasers as part of Fast and Furious. 
These reports preceded the murders of Brian Terry and Jaime Zapata by several months. 

It is nearly unfathomable that our government would allow straw purchasers to illegally 
acquire automatic weapons and transport them into Mexico, in furtherance of an ATF-led and - 
inspired investigation. As I understand Department of Justice operations, such programs would 
require the approval of top officials. The Committee's experience in dealing with the 
Department is that it is a deliberate, methodical organization and is not agile. As such, officials 
at the highest levels of the Department more than likely made these decisions — with all due, if 
misguided, consideration. 

Efforts by the Department of Justice and ATF to stonewall the Committee in its 
investigation by erroneously, but matter-of-factly, citing an internal department policy as a 
preventative measure for denying access to documents have only enhanced suspicions that such 
officials have played a role in reckless decisions that have put lives at risk. The Committee 
continues to pursue this matter vigorously, in part, because concerned individuals have indicated 
they do not have confidence in the Department's ability to review the actions of its own top 
officials. The attachments to this letter represent but a small sample of myriad relevant and 
responsive documents. 

The Committee's request for documents has been pending since March 16, 2011. 
Senator Charles Grassley's requests have been pending since January. Even if a legal basis did 
exist for withholding documents, the first step in evaluating this argument and the basis for a 
meaningful conversation between the Committee and the Department of Justice would be the 
production of a log of documents responsive to the subpoena with a specific explanation as to 
why you cannot produce each document. The Department has failed to provide any such log. 
Without such a log, the Committee is unable to consider the validity of any potential claim of 
privilege. 

While I am certainly sensitive to protecting the integrity of pending criminal 
investigations, the Department has not provided information to substantiate its claims or 
produced other documents unrelated to specific cases. Therefore, I am hereby informing you 
that the Committee intends to enforce the subpoena issued to you on March 31, 2011. If you do 
not comply with the subpoena, the Committee will be forced to commence contempt 
proceedings. 

DOJ-FF-26329 



Sincer 

Tell Issa 
Chairman 

Mr. Kenneth E. Melson 
April 20, 2011 
Page 6 

If you have any questions about this matter, please contact Ashok Pinto or Henry Kerner 
of the Committee staff at (202) 225-5074, 

Enclosures 

cc: 	The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings, Ranking Member 

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley, Ranking Member, 
U.S. Senate, Committee on the Judiciary 
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.A.00111: 	 1111111111.111.11111 
; Sent! 	 1Nedresd4 January 13

'  2010 10:39 AM 
.  ---- To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 	 SUepect Person Entries - IN# 78511540011111 
Attachments:. 	Suspect Person Entries - IN# 785115-10AM (VCANIMIIII).pdf; FTS Queries .IN# 

785115-1 arvcAo# figge. pdt 081I-Survey Form (3) (2) pdf; 
FIREARMSDATARESTRICTIONS FY09.pdf • 

Dear 

Per yaw- request 42 subjects have been added to the Suspect Person Database for IN# 785115-1041E Attached are 
PDF files based 'oh queries executed in tile Fitearms Tracing System (FTS), and a Suspect Person In arrnation Report 
revealing the Information currently entered Into the Suspect Person Database for this investigation. Please see below for 
a summary of tlriia Information found within the FTS. 	• 

By entering these subjects Into the Suspect Person Database, queries of the FTS will be conducted on a monthly basis 
and any new associations will be forwarded to you.' If you should have any questions or need assistance, please feel free 
to contatt me at the number below. 

When information is provided by e-mail, a copy is also provided la the intelligence Group Supervisor and designated FIST 
(Field intelligence Support Team) member. 
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AT F 
Please be advised That the Consonciatedyippropriations Act q12009, Public L., 111-8, which became effective on March 12, 2009, 
restricts the displosjire bf any part of the contents of the Firearms P-acing System or any information required to be kept by Federal 
Firearms Lioenseespursuant to 18 USC 923(g), or required to be reported pursuant to 18 USC 923(g)(3) and 923(07), 

The information, which is being provided per your request, Is for official law enforcement yse only and may only be disseminated by 
the Bitreau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives to a Federa4 Slate, local, tribal, or jbreign law.enforcement crgericy, or a 

.. Federal, State, or local prosecutor, soleb.lin connection with and for use in a criminal Orvestigation or prosecution; or a Federal 

C . :agency for anational security or intelligence purpose. This disclosure re:striation shall not be construed to prevent the sharing or 
... • .1xchange of suolfinformatfon among and between Fecieral, State, local, or foieign law enforcement agencies, Federal, Stale, or local 

.:Iprosecutors, and Federal national security, intelligence, or counterterrorism officials; or the publication of statistical ogregate data 
Vagording firearms traffickers and trafficking channels, firearms misuse, felons, and, trafficking investigations. Ifyou have questions 
!regarding these re:strictions please contact if 27 legal counsel prior to disclosing any ofthe information provided in this 
:Oorrespondence outside °PIM 	 • - 

. 	 • 
'Please complete the attached 0511 Customer Satisfaption Survey form. Click on the "Mail" box located at the 
bottom of the form and then click on "Serid":," ' ''';',',41. . 

Sincerely, . 

Program Analvt 
Bureau of Alcohol; Toilacco,. Firearms and Explosives 
Office of Strategic Intelligence anti Information. 
Violent Crime Intelligence Division 
Violent Crime Analysis Br 
Main Office*: 304 
Direct *: (304 
Aix*: (304) 

Iv,:  ;to+ 

. 	.c 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, FIREARMS AND EXPLOSIVES 

NATIONAL TRACING CENTER 
Phone(8O0) 	Fax:(800) 

Print Date: 

FIREARMS TRACE SUMMARY 

AT F 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, FIREARMS AND EXPLOSIVES 

NATIONAL TRACING CENTER 
Mon e:(800) .111111 Fax:(8 0 0) MIME 

Print Date: 
FIREARMS TRACE SUMMARY 

AT F 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, FIREARMS AND EXPLOSIVES 

NATIONAL TRACING CENTER 
Phone:0001MM Fax:(80011111MI 

Print Date: 

AT F 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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!", I 

From: 	 : ATF : 
Sent: 	

, 	 . 
Friday, April 02. 20 110 -1011 AM 

To: 	 flurbYlEinort (1-1SAAZ): Gillett, George T. Jr. 
Co: 	 .Phoe-Group VII 
Subject: 	 No pressure but perhaps an Increeeed series of urgency_ 

95g icHled in With 2010 (Most violent Month skier; 2005) 

957 killed in January 2010 

a42 killed in. December MO 

A 

187 enurders March, inoitiding U poikern en 

hope this e-mail Is is/ell received In that Ills not Intended to Imply anything other then that the violence in Mexico Is 
severe arid without being dramatic we have a sense of urgency with regal& to this hwestlgation. Our sublects 
perchesed 859 firearms during the month of March alone, to include numerous Barrett .50 caliber rifles. I believe we 
ere righteous In our plati to dismantle this entire organization and to rush in to arrest arty orie person without taking in 
to ecoeunt the entire scope of the consplracy would be IIIadvised to the overall good of the mission. I acknowledge that 
we are all i agreernentthat to dose properly requires patience end planning. In the event however that there is 
anything we can ;In tie facilitate timely response or turnaround by others weshould coneritirecate our sense &urgency 
with Noel to this matter. 

Thanks for everyone's °Minsk d support in this endeavor, 

I 	ATF 

Group Supervisor 
eticie.nix Group VII 

6021•11111 
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Plmenix Group VII 

(GRITAWB Firearms Trafficking) 

785115-104004. Oneration..Fast and Forlorn: This. OCDETF case is a. large scale firearms 
trafficking .case with the firearms being recovered either in the Republic of Meador) or on/near the. 
US/Mexico border (El Paso, TX, Nogales, AZ ., Douglas;  AZ, etc.) To date over 1,500 firearms have 
been purchased since October 200g for aver one million .($1,D00,000.001 cash In over-the-counter .  
trattseetionaatvarions Phoenix 'area. F.FLa. ATF 

AT F 
ATF 	fit,gainst- various 	 e speciffiallSitz mdk—ellie .bIgger connection to life .  

qiiiicin—tarielfDrog Trafficking Organization (rhro) obtaining these firearms for the best possible 
case and the .mot severe.charges when it Islitne to Indict this case. 
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ATF 

ATF 
usdoi.gcnr› ELOWElli 

usdoj.gav, 
usdoi.gov›, 

ATI' Agent 

Tue,  Apr 13,  2010 at 1:29  PM 

Page of 5 

1111111 
Ongoing ATF investigation 
6 Messages 

ATF k■„., _— 
To: 	ATF 
Cc; 

LDLISdoj.gav› 

ATE Ageni 
ATF Agent 

Tue, Apr 13, 2010 at 9:24 AM 

LiSdoi,gov>, uscol.gcv›, 

I  ATF 

I understand that the frequency with which some individuals under inve.stigation hy our office have been 
purchasinp firearms from your business has .caused concerns for you. I totally understand and am not In a 
position tti tell you how to run your business. However, if it helps put you at ease We (ATF1 are continually 
monitoring these suspects using a variety of inVestigative techniques which I cannot go Inte detail. We are 
working in conjunction with the United states Attorney's Office (Federal Prosecutors) to secure the most 
cornprehensive case involving the different facets of this organization. If It puts you at ease I  can  schedule a 
meeting with the Attorney handling the case and myself to further discuss this issue. Just know that  we cannot  instruct  you  on how  to run  your business but your continued cooperation with our office has greatly 
aided the investigation thus far. 

ThariXa again and please let me know how 1 can be of service to you. 

Respectfully,. 

ATF 

Group Supervisor 

Phoenix Group Vii 

602- 

ATF 
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tat me start by saying thank you for the email and as alWays we wilt do what we can to continue to work with 
you. and the ATF on Prolect Gun Runner. Our goal is to develop a system to get you (ATF) what you need in 
the most efficient manner possible. For us, we were hoping to put together something like a letter of 
understanding to alleviate concerns of some type of recourse againt us down the road for selling these items. 
We just want to make sure we are cooperating with ATF and that we ere not viewed as selling to bad guys. If 

you and the case Attorney are free to meet some time this week or next, that would be great i am out of 
town Friday of this week and have meetings Thursday afternoon but arc .open other than that and Iam oPerl 
next week. Please let me know what would work best for you. 

Thank you again and I look forward to meeting. 

Respectfully, 

1111111111111111111101 
111111111M 

Mail Delivery Subs stem ‹mailer-daemon@googlemail.com › 
To: 

Delivery to the following recipient failed permanently: 

Tue, Apr 13., 2D10 at 1:29 PM 

Technical details of permanent failure: 
Message rejected. Please visit htlotfiwww.goople.comirnallihelp/bufk maii_html  to review our Bulk Email 
Senders Guidelines. 
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I ATF I 

Let rhe start by saying thank you for the email and as always we will do what 
we can to rxmtlnue to work with you and the ATF on Project Gun Runner. Our 
goal is to develop a system to get you (ATF) what you need in the most 
efficient manner possible. For us, we were hoping to put together 
something like a letter of understanding to alleviate concerns of some type 
of recourse againt us down the road for selling these items. We Just want 
to make sure we are cooperating with ATF and that we are not viewed 
BS Wiling to bad guys. if you and the case Attorney are free to meet some 
time this week or next, that would be great. I am out of town Friday of 
this week and have meetings Thursday afternoon bin am open other than that 
and I am open next week. Please let me know what would work best for you. 

Thank you again and I look forward to meeting. 

Respectfully, 

DOJ-FF-26349 



Ltaiej.g ov›  • 
.?7,..)usdoi.gov› 

To: ATF   misma  

.1•111111■111@usdoi.gov>, 
1211111=11 

Thu, Apr 15, 2010 at 9;23 AM 

ATF Agent 

Page 4 of 5 

ATF   

11111 
I1•1111111111p 

Ii 

1111=11111111111111111111111 

1111111111111111111111.11111111, 1111111FIMMONIEt 

Tue, Apr 13, 2010 at 1:31 PM 

-------. Fprter.grçied .  rnessa 
Fron1:I, 	ATF  
Date;  u-4,-A-p-r- fl 
Subjp:.953;.ontigirlg ATF investi•atIon 
To: i 	AT 	k 	 ..  usdo .sov> 
Cc: 	 ATE Agent 

.--  ATE Agent 

at 

ustiti 

ATF 	1111 

saoj.gov> 
sdoi.00v, 

11111111111111 

74-17F-7  711 

We at  ATP  consider  Coopuiating I FL 	to  be our  gel! in Project Qunrunner SWB initiative 
and  appreoiate your cooperation  with  us  in  regards to this (and all) faw enforcement  mattera  I  have 
inquired from the Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA) handling this case as to his availability to 
meet with  you next week. He is checking his schedule  and  I  expect to hear  from him soon. 

DOJ-FF-26350 



ATF 	1 

rage 3013 

Thanks again and please contact me any time with questions or concerns, 

ATF 
Group Supervisor 

Phoenix Group VII 

602- 

Fronlimor PivAlI 
Sent 	

rp,M1111== 
: _ 	_ 	, 3, 2010 1:30 PM 

Subject: Fie: Ongoing ATF Investigation 

ATF 

UMW 

dq.g0V>, 

T0: 	 ov.  

Ca 	 • 	 uscloj.gev›, 
Ousdolgov> 

ATF 

Thank you for the kind words and the continued support. We will continue handling the transactions as we 
have in the past until we meet. if there is anything you need in the interim please dent hesitate to ask. 

See you soon. 

Respectfully, 

ATF 

.1.1111111 

ATP Agent 

Thu, Apr 15, 2010 at 10:39 AM 

ININIMMINIIIMINIIIMMINIMIIIIIMIMIIF 2/14/2011  
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ATF 
ATF Fri, Jun 10, 2010 at 2:25 PM usdoi.00v›  

Page 1 of 2 

Fox News report 
3 messages 

° 	 ausàoJ.gov  

ATF I 

Thu, Jun 17,2010 at 11:56 AM 

; hope this email finds you welt. 

As per our discussion about over cOmmunicalIng I Warned to share some concerns that came up. 
Tuesday night I watched a segment of U Fox Nuwa report about firearms and the border. The segment, If the Information was correct, Is disturbing to me. When you Emory and I met on May 13th I shared my concerns 
with you guys that I wanted to make sure that none of the firearms that were sold per our conversation With 
you and various ATF agents could or would ever end up south of the border or In the hands of the bad guys_ I guess I am loo.king for a bit of reassurance that the guns ana not getting south or in the Wrong hands. I know it Is an Ongoing investigation so there is limited information you can share With me. But as I sald In our 
meeting, I want to help ATF with its Investigation but not at the risk of agents safety because i have some 
very close 'friends that are ti8 Border Patrol agenie in southern AZ as well as my concern for all the agents safety that protect our country. If possible please email me back and share with ma any reassuranbes that you can. 

AS always thank you for your time and I send this email with all respect and a hart felt concern to do the right thing. 

Respectfully, 

ATF 

111111111.111111111.1111111111111111111P 

DOJ-FF-26352 



From: 	ATF 	:‹ 
Pate: 0-ri I Jun 2010 i 
To; ATF 
SubjetlF RE; Fdtx News report 

IMMO 

usde).CIOV>  

Page 2 of 2 

ATF 
Samaramaramarsaarars' 

Thanks for reaching out to me with your concerns, I would be happy to stop by and speak with 
you. If possible have in next Tuesday, June 22, 201(J. Any 
chance you are available that day around 10:004030 am? 

Thanks, 

ATF 

From: 
Sent; ilmaday, June 17, 2010 1i :56 
To: 	ATF 	j 
Sublect: Fox News report 

Rel* -19; 
To: I 	ATF 	111111.11=guedol,gov> 

F .A.--ff 

am back [flown. El you are still free to meet on the 22nd 	 around 10 arid there for a few 
hours. Please stop by if you are available, if not let me know when we can reschedule. 

Thank you, 

ATF 

Sent from my Vedzon Wireless l3lackBerry 

Mon, Jun 21, 2010 at 9:34 PM 

DOJ-FF-26353 
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Thursday. June 11, 10 3;09 AM 

E—S9:Fairt)e .  a abaset IlLE100715-  
$Gruinor; -Suspect Person.doc 

From: 
Sent: 
Tee 
Co: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

GOO4 , Notnii4t  MOM 
1 om not auro if you xeceived An Animr. t43yOuT IncAlizy i8 to thet 
"$Q6PECr DAt4e4ge.n. 
711,0 Suspect FArttin Ont-abasf,. t   this 	11f/tilledh ,  th* Vibirdit Prime. 
Antlysis'Bizinch' (VC.W. • ha4e attached aIzoy of both :htals'ion 
forks for yOn.r tevivw 1.1<1 cotapleticp..For nddittna1 imfOrkation on 
Suspect ''Persore, paeose eozgA0.011111111= nx-11.111.11.1 for 
additiotnal assistance .at yCAS; phone 

s..gp.t. Gun  - Emits nsde to thisrogron are *amnia thattnr,a'hiar been recovered by 
law entombment butbuhreclzd to eventually be used in cñin1nL =Why. 
Once the firearms are entered in the system-, yOu wittier:Om a report, representative Of the firearm 
Information that Wag provided. !Forthe trace to be a "hit'', ail of the weePon Information must match; 
that is, the manufacturer, weapon type, raliber•and serial number: if the WC receivesi Trace request 
for any of the firearms submitted, the -Sy pert Gun Program WW dVise you upon email nottlicatiOn to 
include Requestor information. It is part elf our procedures of luspect-4 unit; obtain *Suspect Gun 
Case Status when.anInc re1s subMitted to the NM on an Mtive Suspect Gun Case, regardless 
of the TrBW -MCM-6tOri ATMs polritthe Ire ce WO he high pending- upon 'Mitten irerification from the 

S43;ectlitMpas..1.agent: 

The Suapom Gut DatetibasO bene ficiel Ihe leVenfomementinfrOVIdingirefogigetive tends 
When dealing *Ith Firearms: traffielditg and straw puithasere. Thlit information can also be 
shared .between law unforeement agencies lbr GOittff tuft tabordsouengoing irrveStigations. 
Checking trace -reqUestglagninst the Suspeet , Oun Database-also saVes valuable drib In 
prbeessing trace requests. 

Wyatt are submitlinge lame list or firearms'itWouldbe hest to have an attached-Word  er-fxcefAccutneet 	ng ttv 
fPL kleatifyingeathlhearMicomPleteweehon -Oescribtlon), inckide the purchaser ill available), purchase date If 
avaltahle) and PI inv6hi ed .  OF available) fat the purchase. 

Please-he adv sei tha beS.uspec Othi .Ptingr a m reculres en,activeAlt- in u e5t1eat toniturnEletior  eittry. Into the Suspect 
Gun ,Dttetme Gbn Database tgeneral ttlaumbers,„ case 76Q65-011111111, are no :longer accepted}, Also indicate w_het her 
tir not the Nat[ohal iocing -Ceriter ONTO 	MleaseIflice histonip 'other:re nuettOrt, 

that  an  vparpted Suspect Gan Subrniss3Jon *Ho tits two attsEhed fec fur/L.restitantssions %Oen can be 
or mailed tirectiy to out fovea Gan tomnif box•through outioali ,a1 

, 
Ail infornvotion moording tirsiA. Theft Multiple Sok Cartilat Uly other Trace nrcitnectr can hooOrained by iniang errace. 

thO event rho: pato do int how OcreSS, OCcEgs con be reorected bt Qocntotting M8E-Trace itdalfahlratof et 

v71444 itt 1.11 111. fit the event that you do not hove occes5, mom rila be requested by 
contacting tho tow &ea rcement-Sypport Branch o004111111111 or =NM 

Meese 
foxedl 

DOJ-FF-26355 
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.- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 i 	AT F 	i From: 	 : 	 : 
Sent: 	 MOncraYi May 93, 410 11:13 AM 
Tot 	 Phoe-Oroup vil 
Subject: 	 Just an FYI,. 

was t e second m ot 	drlth  Calderonatiministration Alti) 1 4231 executions.  This is 
more than twiCe that accuniu fated in the same month In 2009 (S6D-dead) and f ive times thaof N08 1270). 

ATF 

-SIM up SupKvisor 
Phoenix Group VII 

802 

DOJ-FF-26357 
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frotth 
Sant: 
T.Of 
Subject: 

ATF 
LFittley, •March 12. 2010 7:34 FM 
Pho&Group 
MondaYtArnotrig Meeting, Strike force Ci3Oarri 

To all; 

it has been brought to my otterition that there may be a schism developing a MOngst the group. This is the time we all 
need to poll together not drift apart. Were eli entitled to our respective (albeit different) voinforis however we a ll 
need to get along and realize that we have a mission to accomplish. 

I am thrilled and proud that our Gioup Is the ifrst An Southwest Sorder Group the country to heM11111 
On that note I thank everyone fortheir efforts thus far and applaud the results we have achieved in a sho rt a mount of 
time. 

Whether you care or not people of rank and authority at 110 are paying close attention to this case and they aiso believe 
we {Phoenix (ivapVii).are doing what they envisioned the Southwest Border roups doing. 11 may sound cheesy but 
we are The tip of the AT F spar" when It comes to Southwest Border Firearms -Oaf-ticking. 

We need to resolve ourissuesetthis matting. twill he damned If this case Is going to suffer due to petty arguing, 
rumors or other ado leseetittehavinr. 

1.dot't.1rnow what all the issues are but weare all adults, we are all professionals, and we have a exciting•opportunity to 
ose the biggest tool in our law enforCeMent toot box Ifyou don't thhilcala la fun voirreht.the wrong fine of work — 
period! This Is the pinnacle of domestic U.S..lawenforcementtechnliques. AftOr thit the tool boxisempty. Maybe The 
Maricopa -County Jell is hiring ciatentiOn officers and moan get paid $730,000 (tistead of $100,000) to serve lunch to 
Inmates all day. 

One lost point Is that we have =nye- our brotherand sister Alt agents coming inost town to assist us CTI thls case, We 
have to pm our best effort forward and lead by example. No oneviants 133 leave theirfamilles behind, or leave their 
case work behind to come help someone who does even appreciate their sacrifite. 

We need to get over this bump in the road once and for all and get on with the mission at hand. This gen be the most 
-fun you have tsqth ATF, the only one limiting the-amou -nt ,offun we have is you! 

ATF L._ 
eroup Supervisor 
Phnenix Group Vit 

60211111M1 
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aparrmarit of otjce 
Bureau of Alcohol. Tobnetch Fircurmg and ExploSiots 

Report of Investigation 

TIrnn of invest tIon• inveGligatidn Nwibr 
Is-111111 

R open mow 

PlisaI of2 ATE: EF 3 2_2t1.2 
Pot on1344 •rgi on 7 '  

SUMMARY OF EVENTS:. 

AT F 
11.41tRATINT: 

AT F 

Pre 	m;i1 	 '11(m; 	 Sign t 
Speohd A 	n nr, InnitxTI V 	Field -Offi Cc 

 

.6VMOittie_1r _ _ 	 riErer"- 	 516nattett 	 Date' 
: 	ATF 	i 	 t3roup Simtrv Nor, Phntmtx VII Fiald Office 

secood hrvel reVIEWaT .t.DPII01,61J: 	 rite: 	 Ca: 	 Delo: 
William D. Newall 	 Bpoi:iti Armin Charge, Maths FialdDivisim 
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TI tie of ItIvegi Brion. !Avostig4tion Numbtr; 
/4541 k1 CIE 

Ileporttlurnt 

5 AT F 
ATTACHMENTS: 
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i 	 i 

	

i 	 i 

	

i 	 i 

=EOM 
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i 
i 
i 
i i 
i i 
i , 

2. 4TFEF: 	(1.111 
For Offidiak 135? Orgy 
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US. Deigirtment Grail mice 
BWORSI Pf•Alathol, Tobouno, FimarmirndExplcsives 

Report of investigation 

TUe a! inve5ti egiorc iove ligation Number. 
78511Sr:tell. 

Report Number 

Pap 1 on NM in,  3120 2 1111.) 
PEA' Official UeOiET  

SUIVINDWY OrEVEYFit 
.. i 	 AT F 	 i 

i 

INTAARATIVE: 

2, 

AT F 
4. 

 Illte: 	 SigniU re; 	 Age: 

aNcial AgivAt ?Am& 	1 F[eldOno 

kilhoated 1:AB 	 - Pie: 	 --signalure!. 	 Debt: ' 
: 	AT F 	i ' 	 ri:op9t1porirscir, Piumnix VIE Maid Office' 

" ,t, econd feyei4pyletente*Oiforta0; 	 110e: - 	 Slgilalu re: 	 Dpil • 

Willi= D. Newell ' 	 - ,ermolirl Allen! irt agile, Pliocifg Ploldillviirlon 

_ 
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EXIEBITS: 
2. ; 

3.  AT F 

irmAigAtionN..j rnhr 
14351 1 6-0-111111 

AT F 
ATTACIMENTS; 

I. i AT F 	
i 
i 
i i 

i 1 _ 	 i 

Risfort 

2 of2 4.717  111 ,  3120.1.011N 
Oflidas Uac On y 
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L._ 
AT F • • 

PQg1 an IT: }Tr  
Per 	[Me 

DONIPtEiNtit 01'41031;e 	 Report Othwestige tion 
oweau ar Moto], Talmo% moms gad Efoltstvelo 

MIN 
TitT c„,` invest atEen: invest Wien Number; 

51 t543-IIII 
Report Number: 

.SITIMARY OF.Evram 

NARRATIV:Et 

AT F 

Pro 	red bt. 	 Vet 	 Signature; 	 Otte': 
SOOTOMEd01,4 141.nutig NIU fluid taliee. 

	_ 	  
Siana !um, 	 157-ste: 

i 	ATF 	i 	 rovii-Supwriittr, Phoeirii*lat 1101:011ks 

8econd hwel ievreeite: toptimei); 	 Ott. 	 Signa tuna;  

William a Newell 	 *al! A04E-UV CliatEig k  Phemal.$17telOPkteion 
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rib loVitort: , Ith4tittgettoPrNoniber= 
7151154911. 

Report Number: 

Pap 2 of2 ATP LT 3110,2 
Fir Pfflolul g5u)1. 

4, 

• AT F 
6. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. 	 ATF 

=EMT& 

i 

	

* I 	 i 
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i 

	

II i 	 AT F 	i 
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