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April 20, 2011

The Honorable Eric H. Holder, Jr,
Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Attorney General Holder:

Late on Friday April [5th, the Department of Justice (DOJ) notified the Committee of its
apprehension regarding the safety and security of a witness it described as a “cooperating witness” in a
pending federal criminal investigation. According to information provided by the Department, you
believe the Committee may attempt to contact this wiiness as part of our investigation into the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives’ (ATF) Project Gunrunner and Operation Fast and Furious.

When it comes to the safety of potential witnesses, we are as concerned as you. Please take every
measure necessary to ensure the safety of any witness that the Department belicves to be in danger, The
Department has expertise when it comes to providing security, and we hope you will take this matter
seriously. The Department owes all of its cooperating witnesses a duty of care.

Congress cannot abdicate its constitutional responsibility to engage in Executive Branch
oversight based on notifications of potential threats to cooperating witnesses. Placing such obstacles to
legitimate congressional inquiries could easily be interpreted as an attempt to abstruct our investigation, 1
trust you will do everything in your power to ensure the safety of all witnesses without interfering with
our right to contact them.

Chairman

cc: The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings, Ranking Minority Member

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley, Ranking Minority Member,
U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary
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