


Acting Director Melson
March 28, 2011
Page 2 of 3

conducted by Mexican authorities on this firearm indicated it was one of the three
firearms used during the deadly assault on Special Agent Zapata’s vehicle.’

The DOJ’s press release gives the impression that law enforcement officials were unaware of
Osorio’s activities in October 2010 when he allegedly purchased the weapon that was later used
to kill Agent Zapata.

The press release leads the reader to believe that law enforcement had no reason to
suspect Osorio was a straw purchaser until sometime between October 10 and early November,
when he was the subject of the undercover operation. According to the release:

The investigation now has also revealed that on Aug. 7, 2010, a Romarm, model
WASR, 7.62 caliber rifle was discovered by law enforcement officers in LaPryor,
Texas, near the U.S./Mexico border. Trace results indicated that Morrison
purchased this firearm on July 30, 2010, from a FFL [federal firearms licensee].
According to the affidavit, between July 10, 2010, and Nov. 4, 2010, Morrison
purchased 24 firearms from FFLs.’

This portion of the DOJ’s press release appears designed to give the impression that the August 7
discovery by unspecified “law enforcement officers” and subsequent trace results linking the
weapon to Morrison became known only after the October 10 purchase of the murder weapon.

However, I have learned that ATF agents actually observed a cache of weapons being
loaded into a suspect vehicle on July 29, 2010, but did not maintain surveillance on that vehicle.*
The very next day, Morrison purchased the firearm that was later “discovered,” in August.” In
fact, it was actually seized along with 22 other AK-style firearms in the very suspect vehicle that
ATF agents had witnessed being loaded with weapons on July 29.° When the vehicle was
stopped en route to Eagle Pass, Texas on August 7, the weapon purchased by Morrison on July
30 was recovered, along with two weapons purchased by Ranferi Osorio.” All of these facts
were apparently known to federal authorities contemporaneously, and yet none of them are
included in the Justice Department’s craftily-worded press release.

The March 8 letter I received from Department of Justice (DOJ) Assistant Attorney
General Ronald Weich is not an adequate response to my March 4 letter, which was addressed
specifically to you. Therefore, please provide your direct response to the questions in my letter,
along with the documents previously requested. In particular, please prioritize any documents
responsive to paragraph (5), which called for all records relating to when law enforcement first
became aware of the trafficking activities of Otilio and Ranferi Osorio and Kelvin Morrison.

*1d.

> Id. (Emphasis added.)

* ATF Management Log, Case 785096-10-[redacted], Case Title “[redacted] Firecarm Traffickers (SWB
Gunrunner).” (Attachment 1)

> ATF Firearms Trace Summary, Sep. 17, 2010. (Attachment 2)

® Supra note 4.

7 ATF Firearms Trace Summary, Sep. 15, 2010; ATF Firecarms Trace Summary, Sep. 17, 2010. (Attachment 3)
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Management Log for Case: 785096-10-JJjj

Log Date
07/28/2010

07/28/2010
07/28/2010
07/28/2010
07/29/2010
07/29/2010
07/29/2010

07/29/2010
07/30/2010
08/07/2010

11/09/2010

01/14/2011

03/01/2011

case Title: |JJj Firearm Traffickers (SWB GUNRUNNER)

Date: SN
ser: I

Log Type Mgmt Log Text
CASE OPENED Investigation opened on || for 2'eged firearms trafficking.

M ~utorzeo I

INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVIT || receives four AK-47 surv. on subject

InvesTIGATIVE AcTiviT [ I

INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVIT || receives four AK-47's surv. on subject.
INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVIT |l attervts to purchase 2 handguns and is denied.
INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVIT

Is driving vehicle.

INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVIT BOLO placed in white Saturn with US CBP Eagle pass, Texas for illegal
exportaion of firearms

INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVIT — attempts to purchase SKS rifle and is delayed. Does not
receive firearm.

INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVIT White Saturn is apprehended in La Pryor, Texas with 23 AK-47's with serial
numbers ground off. Vehicle was enroute to POE at Eagle Pass, Texas

INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVIT Attempted to introduce an undercover““
q insisted on changing the meeting location and the deal was
canceled.

INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVIT Spoke to FFL today and learned thatm attempted to purchase a
.45 caliber pistol on 01/13/2011 and was denied. The FFL stated that

said that he was interested in making a large purchase of AK-47 rifles later
this month.

DIVISION REVIEW SAC Newell file review.

load guns in white Saturn and drive off.
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