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Operation Fastand Furious to a Texas investigation and to the “plaza boss” in the Sinaloa cartel
that Fast and Furious ultimately targeted.™

Given the rich detail in the presentation, it is clear that the guns bought during Operation
Fast and Furions were headed to the Sinaloa cartel. As Martin testified:

Q. The guns are up to 1,026 at this point?
A That's correct.
Q. I know you had expressed some complaints earlier when it was

enly at 685, So there's no doubt after this briefing that the guns
in this case were being linked with the Sinaloa eartel, based on

the -

A Based on the information presented, Pd say ves,

Q. And that was presumably very apparent to evervbody in the
reom!?

A, Based on this one, it says the p&@pi@ Jre connected with the

Sinaloa cartel, 1 would say that's corr et

The volume of guns purchased and the short time-to-crimie for many of these guns clearly
signaled that the Sinaloa cartel received the guns shortly after their purchase in Arizona. If ATFE
had attempted to interdict the weapons, it is likely that hundreds 0f thme weapons would not
have found ended up with this dangerous cartel or entered Mexico.*® Martin 2 greed that was
clear:

Q. But whether the guns were walking, whether they were flying,
whether they just disappeared, based on all the evidence that
you've collected to this point, it was pretty clear that the guns

were going almost linearly from the FFLs to the DTOs?

A They were headed that wa}’.m

concerns, only to have thcm tallon deai cars, Others, hawcvs.r mmamed silent, dewpi tethe
OMINOUS Consequances:

H“ Id
S Martin Transcript, at 10,
“Fara complete discussion of the shorteommes of AT s nvestivation, see generally The Depaviment f){'ftszsz‘fv:{? ¥
{}j}e’} it fast pod Povions s docoimes of ATF Agents Jomt Sttt Repory, 1126 Congrets, June 14, 261
' Martin Tragserpt, ab S0
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Q. Was there any concern ever expressed about the guns being . . .
essentially just bee lined right to the drug trafficking organizations
about what the DTOs might actually do with the guns?

Al I think it was commen knowledge that they were going down
there fo be erime guns to use in the battle against the DTOs to
shoot each other.

Q. So these guns, in a way, are murder weapons?
Pﬁtemiallyﬁg
The only person that did speak up was Robert Champion, SAC for the Dallas Field Division
pamcxpextmg by videoconference, who asked “What are we doing about this?™ According to

| ATF i1 response, Joe Cooley from Main Justice simply said that the movement of
s many guns to Mexico was “an aceeptable practice.” 0

Shortly after the March 5, 2010, presentation on Operation Fast and Furious, O311
stopped giving briefings on the program to ATF management during the weekly Tuesday
nieetings. OSII personnel felt that nobody in field operations heeded their warnings, and OS8I1
no longer saw the point of continuing to brief the program.

V. Keptinthe Dark

Not surprisingly, ATF officials in Mexico grew increasingly alarmed about the growing
number of weapons showing up in Mexico that traced back to the Phoenix Field Division. Yet,
when they raised those concerns, ATF senior leadership both in Phoenix and Washington, D.C.
reassured them that the Phoenix investigation was under control. Noone informed them about
the details of Operation Fast and Furious. No one informed them that ATF was knowingly
allowing guns to be sold to straw buyers and then transferred into Mexico.

A, Volume of Weapons Raises Eyebrows in Mexico

ATF leadership in Mexico started noticing an “abnormal” number of weapons flowing
from Phoenix into Mexico as early as theend of 2009, Former ATE Attaché Parren Gil
explained:

Q. Now, at some point you mentioned that in late 2009, early 2010,
vour analvsts made you aware of an increase in the number of

# m' at 1{53 104

"@H
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The “abnormal number of recoveries” concerned Gil and his agents in Mexico. Gil sought

answers:

Q.
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recoveries, firearm recoveries being traced back to Phoenix; is that
rigit?

Correct,

And 1 think the word you used was abnormal. Can you explain for
us what exactly -- what was normal?

Normal was — there's; | want to say there’s at least 1,000 FFLs
along the border. And . . . some people use the trail of ants
terminology, some people use the river of iron terminology, but
generally yvou’ll get a handful of traces to this FFL, handful of
traces to this FIL, Federal Firearms Licensee, all along the border,

I asked my analyst, because 1 was fairly new. [ said, why is this
abnormal. He says, look, Darren, we have all these trace resulis
and thev come from a variety of FFLs, but then vou have a high
correlation here with this one particular investigation coming out
of Phoeniz where welre getting this way and above the number of
recoveries we get from all these other Federal Firearms Licensees.
So it stuck out to my analyst who presented that to me that it was
an abnormal, his terminology actually, abnormal number of
recoveries.”

And when your analyst made you aware of this uptick, what was
the next step that vou took?

Pretty much a review, show me what you're talking about, which
hedid. And then the phone call to Phoenix. And then afier the
phone call to Phoenix, which I spoke of, throughout the rest of the
time it was primarily dealing with ATF headquarters, primarily
with the chief of international affairs, Dan [Kumor].”

B.  Reassurances from Phoenix and Washington, D.C.

Attaché Gil initially reached out directly to the Phoenix Field Division to express his

coneerns about the growing number of weapons. Gil explained:

"GAl Transeript, at 61-62.

P L at 63,

P
Lk
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Q. So when your staff in Mexico determined that a particular weapon
was tracked back to Phoenix, did they try or did you try to make
contact with some of the ATF staff in the Phoenix field office?

A Tdid. 1 called the divigion, nied to make confact with the SAC. 1
don't believe 1 spoke with the SAC, but 1 got a returned call and
spoke with the ASAC there, George [Gillett]. 1 identified my
concerns, hey, we're getting an abunormal number of traces. From
what 1 recall his response was, ves, we're aware of it. We have an
ongoing investigation. We have a ton of resources on it. We're
locking at . We're working at 1, and thanks for calling and
miaking us aware and then we’ll follow it up from there.™

Yet the seizures continued unabated, and the answers Gil recetved failed to better explain the
underlying cause. Gil continued;

Q. So your discussions with Mr. [Gillett] in early January, is it fair to
say vou weren't satisfied with the results of that call?

A I was satisfied with the first response, surge. They're working a
case, they're trying to identify what the problem is, how these
weapons are gelling there, they're aware of . That's a normal
response, okay, good, we're on the job.

But . . . unfortunately, my chief analyst and my deputy would
come back and say, Darren, these are — we're getting more and
more and more of these seizures. And 1 would make inquiries with
the Phoenix field division and 1T wasn't getting any responses back.
And Imay have gotten two more phone calls, yeah, we're working
on it, we're working on it

Despite these reassurances, the volume of weapons flowing from Phoenix into Mexico continued

to-grow. Further, nooneat ATF provided Gilor his staff any explanation as to why the volume
continued to grow. When Gil and his staff tried to access the trace data on their E-Trace system
to find out for themselves, they leared they did not have access. As Gil explained:

And at that point, with the number of seizures we were receiving in
Mexico, that wasn't = that connected to the fact that my analyst didn't have
access to-the trace data i E-Trace, where wo entered the data, normally
we.. . . weuld get that information back regarding the traces

Unfortunately, my . . . deputy advised me that we were entering the data
but we weren't pelting the trace results back, all we were getting ‘was
“trace information delayed”. And what that generally means is, there's

" 1d at 15-16.
M ad a1,
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been a hold placed on it by either the tracing center or by a field division

because they didn't want that information released for some particular
95

reason.

Members of Phoenix Field Division Group VI, includingits case agent with support from the
CGiroup supervisor, actively shut out their colleagues in Mexico. As aresult, Attaché Gil decided
to seek answers from senior leadership in Washington, D.C.; “Ultimately I made phone calls to
the chiet of international affairs, Dan [Kumeor], to try and get responses because [ wasn't gefting
responses from Phoenix like I thought T should ™ In early 2010, Attaché Gil shared his
coneerns with Kumor about the increasing number of gun recoveries in Mexico linked to

Phoenix:

Q.

Q.

P

>

B0

At some point | understand you had some conversations with your
boss back in Washington, Mr. [Kumor]. Was he the first person in
Washington that you spoke to about the abnormal number of
weapons that you were recovering?

¥es,

And do vou remember when the first time vou raised this issue
with Mr, [Kumor] was?

Again, it would be carly 2010, probably around — probably
Fanuvary, about the same time.

We talked ahmost certainly weekly and almost daily basis; so he
would have been notified at that time.

And do vou remember what his reaction was when vou first raised
the issue with him?

Certainly, vyeah, okay, let me check on i, ifs an ongoing
investigation, let me make some inquiries and I'll get back with
Vol

And did he ever get back with you?

Yes.

And what-did he say?

Again, he said an on-going investigation, they're looking at straw

purchasers; they have cooperative Federal Firearms Licensees and
it sounds like a significant investigation. And . . . he didn't have

YL a 118,
o ar 17,
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aceess to the frace information either but . . . the Phoenix field
division is aware of the investigation. The chain up to him is
aware of the investigation, so everybody is aware of it and it looks
like they have it under control.”’

Gil found 1t insufficient to hear the investigation was “under control.” In the meantime, guns
from a known straw purchasing ring continued to flow into Mexico from Arizona. Although Gil
and his agents in Mexico rematned in the dark about the tactics and strategy of Operation Fast
and Furious, they realized something was wrong. Gil continued to express his congerns:

Q. And did you ever raise any issues with Mr. [Kumor] that while
they . . . may think they have it under control, it may not be under
control because we arte recovering an abnormal number of
firearms?

A, Again, spring fime it got to the point of at what point are we going
to ... to close this investigation down? I 'mean, afier 500 or so
seizures [ thunk you should have had enough data collection on
what you're trying to show or prove. Tt was my position, it was
Chief [Kumor's| position as well. He savs, veah, you're right, And
he goes, so-when are they going to close this down, And we were
both on the same position there that this thing needed to be shut
down.

5o there was a number of ongoing — you saw my CBS interview,

screaming matches . . . it was a very frustrated — high frustration
” . . s

level. And that was one of the reasons for . . . being frustrated.”

Understandably, Gil was frustrated. Hundreds of weapons appeared suddenly in Mexico — traced
to Phoenix — without explanation. Gil and his agents struggled to pet answers from their own
ageney. Although ATF officials in Phoenix and Washington, D.C. acknowledeed that an
mvestigation was underway, they refused to share the details of the strategy and operation with
the agentsin Mexico. Gil took their silence as suggesting that his colleagues did not trust him to
keep the information confidential:

Q. Did you have any ided why vou weren't being made aware of the
specific details of this investigation?

A I can tell you what T'was told and they were afraid that I was going
to either briel the ambassador on it or briel the Govermment of
Mexicoofticials on it

VI at 2021,
H I at 21
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Q. And 1t was your understanding that individuals within ATF higher
then Chief [Kumor] didn't want the ambassador to know about the
investigations?

A, I couldn't say that . . . specifically they didn't want the ambassador
to know, [know Lasked . .. why can’t I be briefed on this. Well,
they're afvaid that you would brief the GOM officials, Government
of Mexico officials or . . . brief the ambassador. They were just
worried about somebody leaking whatever was unique about
this investigation.”

VI. More Complaints and More Reassurances

ATF officials in Mexico constantly worried about the number of guns flowing from
Phoenix to Mexico in connection with the Phoenix Field Division’s investigation. Mexican
authorizes continued to seize guns at violent crime scenes involving Mexican DTOs. Without
being privy to the particular tactics utilized by Operation Fast and Furious, ATF’s representatives
1 Mexico suspecied something was terribly amiss, Because initial contacts with Phoenix
provided [ew answers, ATE officials in Mexico continued to report their concerns up the chain of
command to ATF leadership in Washington, D.C. Instead of acting on their complaints, senior
leadership at both ATE and the Departiment of Justice praised the investigation. However, ATF
agents in Mexico kept sounding the alarm. In July 2010, Gil and his agents received notification
that the Phoenix Field Division's investigation would be ending and shut down.'™ In reatity,
ATF agents in Phoenix closed the investigative stage of Operation Fast and Furious in January
2011, only after the fragic death of Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry in December 2010,

A.  Concerns Raised up the Chain of Command

Without knowing of possible gunwalking tactics used in Operation Fast and Furious, Gil
and other ATF officials in Mexico knew the investigation needed to be shut down based on the
empirical data. As Gil festitied:

Q. And the number of firearms recovered in Mexico, vou said it was
about 500 1n the spring, did that number continue to rise?

A Yes, it did. 1 want to say by the time T left T think 1t was up to,
which was in October, 1 think it was up to =~ the last data [ think 1
was quoted was bike 700 or so.

Q. And that continued to alarm you?

o

T
W See Seetion VLE fnfra page 42 (summarizing the exchange between Gil and Kumor regarding the timeline to
shutdovesr Dpemtion Fastand Porfousy
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It was a topic of discussion every time — pretty much every time
we spoke about when this thing was going to be shut down. And
the general - the origin of it was, again, because it worried my
totks. My chiel analyst, who would see the data every day., He'd
put in the trace results, he'd get information back, data — “trace
results not available”, which means ATE put a hold on it
somewhere,

So number one, we were submitting our information and we
werent't getting ourown trace data back, so that was an issuc. The
number was an issue. The fact that these guns were found in crime
scenes, which we could not notify the GOM, the Government of
Mexico, was anissue,

The fact that this brought pressure on us from the GOM because
they're saying, why are we using - we're spending ~ ATF iy
spending extraordinary number of resources to frain them on the
Spanish BE-Trace. And in the same breath they're saving, look,
we're not getting anything back so why should we use this Spanish
E-Trace, it's a-waste ol our time. And we have to say, no, it gives
vou this, this, and this, And they go, yeah, but we're not getting
anvthing back.

So it became a big event that we're not getting this trace data back
and it frustrated my folks, they in turn notified me. And we had
meetings on it and then 'd make my calls to headquarters, again,
primarily Chief [Kumor], and voiced our concerns. And it got to
the point [ would have my staff, on conference calls that we have,
speaigﬁ;ﬁi{h Chief [Kuwmor] trving to — what the heck is going on
here.

Gil and his staff struggled 1o deal with this growing crisis. Despite the increasing mumber of guns

from Phoenix showing up at violent crime scenes m Mexico, ATF agentsin Phoenix continuall
B up E &

denied the ATF agents in Mexico the relevant information explaining this spike. Gil was so

passionate about his and his staff’s concerns that he had yelling matches with his boss:

Q.
A.

Who were those screaming matches with?

Primmaribywith Chiel [Rumor], And awass'tiust on this: all vigny,
keep that in mund. . .+ However, this was also part of 1t and at
some point sereaming, yelling . . . hey, when are they going to shut
this, to pul il bluntly, dammcinvestigation down, were getting hurt
down here.

"V Gil Transcript, at 30-32,
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When, again, I think I mentioned in my CBS interview, when the
Mexicans find out about this. And this was not even knowing of
the potential for gun walking, This was just . . . not shutting
this investigation down and letting another 300 weapons come
into the country after the first 300 weapons. Because, again, it’s
inconceivable to me to even allow weapons to knowingly cross an
international border.'%?

Soit was clear to you that this ongoing case based out of Phoenix
was proceeding, they weren’t shutting it down, you disagreed with
that because you saw too many weapons showing up in Mexico?

= % . 3
That's a fair assessment, '

that something needed to be done:

Q.

International Affairs, to take their concerns about the volume of weapons in Mexico up the chain

of command:
A

Q.

What discussions did you have about the weapons from the
Phoenix case in Mexico with Mr, Gil, Mr. Darren Gil?

We were very concerned . . . with that amount of guns and short
period of time on a suspect gun data and they kept climbing.

I said, Darren, this is a problem . . . these many guns coming down
here is a problem. We made that known to Danny Kumor . . .
Danny was in agreement he pushed it up the chain and we were
told yeah it is a case out of Phoenix and it is going great.'™

When you say pushed it up the chain, what do vou mean exactly?
He'told s superior.

That would have been whin?

Y1 At 66-67.

W ar 24,
LAt 2
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That would have been deputy assistant director Bill McMahon,'®

Gil also testified that Kumor spoke to his superior, Deputy Assistant Director McMahon, about

this matter;

Q.

And do you know if [Kumor] had any conversations with Mr.
[McMahon], did he ever relate to you that he's had these
conversations with Mr, [McMahon]?

Sure. He would say, I'll = I'm going to go meet with . , , Bill
[McMahon], the deputy assistant director, And he would — and
then in our conversations he would respond and, hey, I've spoken
with Bill and he's going to send notification out or contact Phoenix
and see what’s going on, sure.'®

Gil also discussed bis concerns with McMahon during trips to Washington:

Q.

A

While Phoenix was

Did you take any trips to Washington during this time period of =
Sure.
= Jamaary 2010 to before vou left October 20107

Yag

You said, might have discussed it with Mr, [McMahon]. If you
did, it wasn't something that vou remember in detail?

Yeah, would have been, hey . . . . is this thing still going on, and
when is it going to be shut down. And something to the effect
they're either working on it — again, their general response was
they're working on it, they're going to close it down as sgon as
they can, and we'll let vou know.'”

i3S

down. According to ATF leadership, notonly was everything “under control.” but everyongin
ATF gnd DOJ were well aware of the investigation in Phoenix:

0

And at any point during those conversations was it made ¢lear to
vou that the director 1 aware of this program?

g At 1617,

198 G Transeript, at 22-23.

W rd 36-18,
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Senior leadership in Phoenix and Washington, D.C, continued to provide reassurances without
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Yes. At one point, I mean, again, probably during one of the final
screaming matches was . . . I think I threw the question out there,
hey, is DOI aware of this investigation? Are they aware of what's
going on, and are they approving this.

And then the chief’s response was, yes, not only is . . . the director
aware of i, Billy, William Hoover is aware of it, DOJ is aware of
it. And then . . . through that fact — they have a Title 3, so DOJ
must be aware of it certainly for that aspect. And certainly the US
Attorney’s office in Phoenix is aware of it because they had to
approve the investigation,

But—s0 1t wasn’t just is the direet link aware of it . . . if the acting
director 1§ aware you assume everybody is aware of it. And then,
ckay, they don’t want me to know something for some reason
that’s fine, they have their reasons and . . . vou got to defer to your
executive staff, '™

answers during their visits to Mexico. | ATF_recalled several visits by both Mark Chait and Bill

Melahon:

Q.

A

Did senior officials from DOJ and ATF visit Mexico with regard to
this case?

This case specifically?

Fruc)
Did they make any visits to Mexico?
Sure, yeah. Mmh hmm,

Would this case have been one of the things that got discussed
during their visits?

We talked about if, but'we said . . . hev what is going on with this
case out of Phoenix; we are starting to see a lot of guns in the
suspect gun database, kind of alarming, so many guns. They said
hey ... we've got it handled, we are working, it is a good case out
of Phoenix.

Wha would those officials have heen?

Well, the director had come down, the deputy director had come
down, the deputy associate director had come down,

1 o
Y at 24-25,

31
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Q. Whe 1 that?

A, Bill McMahon. This assistant director for ficld operations, that is
the guy who is in charge of all agents.

Q. Mark Chait?

A, Mark Chait came down. Bill Newell came down. 8o, yeah these
guys have come down,

Q. Multiple visits?

A Yeah. Some of them, niult visits and they talked, hey, yeah, we
. . . G
gobabig cassoutof Phoenix.'

As Gil later stated, “[alt that point . . . you just got to say, fine, these guys, they're the leaders of
this agency and they have some plan that ' not aware of, but hopefolly they have a good

1::5 I{}
O,

B. A “Good Investigation”

‘The Phoenix Field Division and ATF headquarters extolled the virtues of the
investigation to ATF personnel in Mexico. For example, during Acting ATF Director Kenneth
Melson’s 2010 spring visit, Gil’s staff asked about the Phoenix case. Gil detailed Acting
Direcior Melson’s response:

Q. And do you recall what Mr. Melson said?
A, Generally his response was, he’s aware of i, 1t’s an ongoing

mnvestigation, 1's providing some good intelligence ., . . [A]ll
positive as far as the investigation, it looks good. And 1 remember,
1 think Deputy Director Hoover was there, 1 think he turned to the
deputy director and said, yeah, we'll check on it when we get back
but I think 1's providing some good results and we'll check on
when it's going to be closed down, but my understanding it should
be closed down faitly soon, "

ronfirmed Gil's recollection:

Q. And when any of the ATF officials came to Mexico, whether it is
Melson or Hoover, do you recall briefing them? Or maybe
bricfing is the wrong word,

e

i ATF Transcript. at 19-20.
NI TFanscript, atso,
Mg st 40,
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Mentioning it? Sure.

Do you remember mentioning that there’s a lot of firearms being
tracked back to Phoenix?

Mmh-hmm.
Do you remember what their response was?

It was like, veah . . . we got a case. We got a good case going on
in Phoenix.

Senior people in headquarters were aware of the case and they
were not as alarmed?

Right.

They thought it was under control, or they thought it was a great
case, about o come to Brultion?

- b5
Correct.'?

DOJ-FF-52404
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from the Department of Justice. During a visit to Mexico, Lanny Breuer, the Assistant Attorney
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Lanny Breuer and the Department of Justice

General Tor the Cruminal Division demonstrated bis-awareness of the case:

Mr. [Brever} kind of summed up his take on-everything at the end, and one
of them was that there's an investigation that ATF is conducting that looks
like 1t's going to generate some good results and it will be a good positive
case that we can present to the Government of Mexico ag efforts that the
US Government s taking to try and interdict weapons going into Mexico.
And that was about — that was 1. That was just a general statement,
Myself and my deputy I believe were inn the room and we kind of looked at
each other. We're aware of this ¢ase, and so we assumed that’s what he
was menttoning. And we just wanted to make sure — we look at each other
going; hope the ambassador [Carlos Pascual] doesn't ask any questions
becanse we really don't know anything about the case. And luckily the
ambassador did not.'"

talso remembered a visit from Breuer where Breuer touted the Phoenix case:

0. And during meetings with Mr. Breuer, did this subject comie up?

A. ['mean, [ was in a meeting, it was a country team meeting, or it
might have been a law enforcement team meeting . . . Ambassador,
Mr. Breuer was there, Damren was there, Mrp Brewer . . . the
Ambassador was saying hey, you know what . . . we need a big
win we need some positive, some positive [fireanms trafficking]
cases. And Lanny Breuer says, yeah, there 18 a good case, there is
a good case outof Phoenix. And that s all he said.

T

Q. But do vou remember the specific wncident with the Ambassador
talking about the success stories?

Al Right.
Q. And that 1s when Breuer mentioned this large case in Phoenix?
A Yeah, He said we pol, there s a good caseout of Phoenix.

HEGH Transeript, at 44,
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Q. And is it your impression that the case he was referring to is what
now what you now know to be Fast and Furious?

A Yeah, when he said, I thought, oh, okay . . . he knows. He knows
about this case,'"

The Department of Justice, and more specifically, Assistant Attomey General Lanny Breuer,
clearly knew about Operation Fast and Furious. Further, the Department of Justice’s Office of
Enforcement Operations (OEQ) approved numerous of the wiretap applications in this case,
These applications were signed on behalf of Deputy Attorney General Ogden in the spring of
2010. Instead of stemming the flow of firearms to Mexico, Operation Fast and Furious arguably
contributed to an increase in weapons and violence.'”

Additionally, the United States Altorney’s office in Arizona — another DOJ component =
was inextricably involved in supervising Operation Fast and Furious as the office was part of a
prosecutor-led and OCDETF funded strike force."® According to many agents, the LS,
Attorney’s office’s intimate day-to-day involvement was to the detriment of ATF’s Phoenix
Field Division. Furthermore, although DOJI knew about the operation, it kept key people who
needed this information in the dark."’

. Still in the Dark

By their own accounts, members of the senior leadership of both ATF and DOT wanted a
big firearms trafficking case to demonstrate success in-combatting Mexican cartels, Despite this
goal, they failed to provide specifics of the case to both Mexican officials and ATF personnel
stationed in Mexico. As the chief ATY advisor in Mexico, Gil found this lapse of information
sharing embarrassing, '

As Attaché in Mexico, Gil needed to be aware of ATF operations that impacted Mexico,
Nevertheless, his own agency intentionally withheld critical details of the tactics and strategy
hehind Operation Fast and Furious. Gil did not even know the name of the operation until
January 201 1

Q. And generally, it would have been your job to approve operations
that involved Mexico given your position as the attaché?

Al Correct.  Any activity regarding certain ATF in Mexico should
have come through the ATF attaché’s office in Mexico, and

ction IV supra, page § for a detgiled discossion of the flow ol wespons ta Mexion and the ingreased
vialenco us aresull

Y Briefing Paper, Phoenix Field Division, 785115-10:0004 (Jan, 8, 20103,

YT See supra § VB,

Y GH Transeript, at4s.
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R
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According to Gil, ATF leadership withheld information from him and other ATEF agents in
Mexico because of a fear that they would brief the Government of Mexico on the investigation
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certainly any investigative activity should have been brought to the
attention of the office.

Agamn, | was aware there was an investigation, but 1 wasn't aware
» 5 « x L3
of the particulars of the investigation.'"”

and would jeopardize Operation Fast and Furious:

S2

Al

Did anyone ever tell you, this is sensitive and we ean’{ let the
Government of Mexico know about this case?

Yeal, in one of my conversations — it was probably more than one,
but certainly one that 1 recall, because it was so out of character,
but . « . what our impression was-m Mexico was it's-a high level
imvestigation. We understand the security issucs of it. There’s a

connection that's flowing weapons there and they're working on it.

But at some point, okay, you haven't gotten the information by this
time . . . you need to shut 1t down just for safety and security
reasons. So that was the assumption we had.

Well, they're worried the Mexicans are going 1o get — the
Government of Mexico would get it and it would ruin their
investigation, All right, so let us know, Well . . . they're afraid
that you'lb either willingly or unknowingly release this information
o your GOM counterparts.

Okay, well, how about letting me know as the attaché. Well,
they're afraid that you’ll do the same. And at that point . . . |
called my folks and I said, look, they say they have it under
control, all we can do s contivue our mission down here and work
towards our objectives and hopefully this investigation will bear
truit down the road that evervbody 13 going to be happy with.

But the problem we had, and T noted i my interview, was that
these weapons are being recovered in violent crime scenes of
Mexican law enforcement interacting with cartels or Mexican

U9kt et 111122,
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Ultimately, ATF leadership’s withholding of information worked against its own representatives
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military officials interacting with cartels. And these guns are

going to come back in the murder of some of these officials and
F - 24

we're going to have some explaining to do.'™"

in Mexico. This realization was a source of major irritation and frustration for Gil:

Q.

A,

Q.

Is it mconceivable to you that you were not a part of these
dHsoussions?

Again, T've repeatedly said [ was very frustrated down there, And
so that answer is, ves, 1 was very frustrated because | was not part
of the ongoing investigation.

So when vou're told about a bigger picture, when you're told about
a more sophisticated case, vou hear [Lanny Breuer] referencing an
ATF ease, which is presumably this case. . .. At any poinl in time
did you say, why am I not read into this case? Why am I not a
party to these conversations?

Sure. Mysell, my deputy, my staff, we were all frustrated. We
didn’t understand it. We understand the concept to keep secret
investigations, that if you leak something potentially that it could
get corrupt the case or get somebody . . . unfortunately get
somebody hurt or killed. We understand that, but as 1 said, one of
my sereaming matches was over this issue that, okay, vou don’t
want us to - okay, if you tell me 'm not going to release anything
to the Government of Mexico then T won™ release if, but et me
know.

When you tell me, well, we don’t want to let you know because
we're afraid vou'll notify the ambassador or ultimately somehow
the Government of Mexico i3 going to find out, yes, that irritates
me. And you can see why the voice level went up and the
vulgar language probably camme out on eerlain oceasion
because it is very, very irrvitating,

And you were trying to help them understand these guns are being
recovered 4t crime scenes, these guns are in the possession of
cartels, people are dymg?

Clarrect,

Is that part of your —

B w a2aad,
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A, Myself, the deputy, I mean, it's like ground-hog day and — that's the
best way to put 1. Bvery time the event camne up for whatever
reason, maybe it was a new seizure, I was notified again, hey,
wiien 15 this going fo beshut down. And it's the same response
that, hey, we're still working on it, it's still ongoing, we’re getting
some good information and we'll shut it down as soon as we

f:zm.{?“}
E. Told Operation Fast and Furious Being Shut Down

As the ATF officials in Mexico continued to express concerns throughout 2010, ATF
leadership told them the investigation would be shut down as soon as possible. Gil explained:

I queried Chief [Kumor] again . . . and that — and the ongoing discussion
continued, they're aware of it, they’re going to close it down as soon as
they possibly can, but there’s still — they think the investigation is not to
the point where they can close it yet. And the discussions went on and on,
It went to the point I departed Mexico. '

Gil left his position as Attacheé to Mexico in October 2010 and retired from the ATF just a few

atatishics:

Like I said, this is a problem. [ sent an e-mail, I think it was July of 2010,
.. letting Dan Kumor know that approximately . . . the count was up to
1,900 guns in suspeet gun data, 34 of which were, 34 of which were .50
caliber rifles. And L, my opinion was that these many .50 caliber rifles in
the hands of one of these cartels is going to change the outcome of a
battle. Dan pushed it forward. He was told, yeah, we are taking the case
off i.n1 August of 2010, The case doesn't get taken off until January 25,
20111

Furious:

Q. So anyway let’s talk about Danny Kumor telling you it is going to
beclosed down. You send himin the e-mail in July?

A He says, hey, I talked to Bill McMahon, Bill McMahon said they
are taking the case down in August.

Q. What did that mean to you? What was your understanding?

PR ar 1134115,

B at 78.
7%
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A That they were going to shut the case down and make arrests.

3 Now, at that point you still didn’t know that they were gun
walking?

A. I never knew, I never believed it until this past April. Even after |

.. talked to other guys in mtel.

Q. Just to go back to this. Se when they said they are going to close
the case down, what did you interpret that to mean? What was
they were shutting down?

A They were going to start making arrests. Now . . . through the fall,
tate fall, and I have been talking to Bill.

Q. Bill Newell?

probably tak& this down yau knmxf we ate it ymg, to take it d(}wn I
think he said December or so . . . Novemberish. . . , This is right
around October . . . November, December we are going to take this
down . . . then, the Terry murder happens.'*

Kumor testified about his conversation with Deputy Assistant Director William MeMahon about

Like I said, right around after somebody told me the figure was 1,200 guns

- there's a case out of Phoenix. . .. They'll take it off when they take it
off. We're concerned. . . . I've made my concerns up the chain . . . sent
that e-mail in July. I'm told they'te going take it off in August. From
September nothing, October . . . . October, November, Bill Newell says,
I'm. going 1o start taking this off. . . . October, November. December
comes m{nm‘sd Agent Terry happens. Thw take it off in January, end of
January,

shutting down Operation Fast and Furious:

Q. But he did suggest to us inan interview we did that at least in patt
he was telling you we’ve got to shut that case down, we've got to
shiuet that case down?

R at
23 1L at

]
‘.,4
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A Oh, veah, we've had those discussions,
Q. But that got heated as well, He was very animated about needing

torghut thiscase down?

A And if we did which is very possible and I'd say D agree with you a
hundred percent but it's not my call, and P've already made those
concems known . ., fo Bill [McMahon], and it’s not — I don’t have
the authority to do it. And I said, matter of fact, whoever comes
down or if you want to pick up the phone, you can tell them and
see if you get anywhere with them. But the bottom line is that
they're saving that the U.S. attorney’s office is not going to
authorize them to artest these people. And, again, they're up ona
wire and they're frying to put this case togethet.

Q. And when vou sav “Bill,” voumean MceMahon?
e 126
A Yes, '

F. Concerns Communicated to Deputy Assistant Director McMahon

Despite Dan Kumor’s testimony to the Committees” investigators, Deputy Assistant
Director for Field Operations William McMahon tried to minimize his knowledge of the
concerns expressed by ATF agents in Mexico to their supervisors at Headquarters during his
testimony to the Commitiees:

Q. What about Mr. Kumor? INd he express any concems about this
case?

A, Mot that Tremembern

Q. Essentially you were having two direct reports —

A Uk huh.

Q. Expressing major concerns about this caseto you.

Al Idid?

Q Yes, Mr, Kumor and ATF That doesn’t ring a bell?
A No, it doesn't, Them expressing concerns?’ ™

B0 Franseribed Interview of Daniel Kumor, Transcript-at 39 (luly 13,2017 (on file with author) [hersinafier Kumor
Transcript],
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A December 17, 2000 eomiail from Bill Newell indicates that he fntended 1o brief McMahon

3
iconcerns regarding weapons showing up in Mexico in great numbers; '
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In his testimony, Kumor noted that he lacked the authority to shut down this investigation, but he
reiterated that he raised the concerns expressed to him by ATF agents in Mexico with McMahon:

B ranseribed Interview of William McMalion, Transcnpt al 38 (Juoe 28, 2011 (on file with author) [hereipatier
MeMahon Transerptl.
P Ll from Bill Newell tai  ATF  December 17, 2009 (HOGR ATE ~ 000906).
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Q. And you and Gil were in agreement that this was concerning, and
you supported him i his view that something ought to be done —

Al Yes, once they started showing up, absolutely,

Q. But you didn't have the authority to.do it?

A. No.

Q. Heowever, you did raise those concerns with Bill MeMahon?
A. Yes.'

Kumor specifically refuted McMahon's testimony to the Committees’ investigators about these
events:

Q. So if McMahon said to us that vou never raised these concerns
with hin, that wouldn’t be completely honest; right?

A. That I never rarsed them?

Q. Right.

Al That's false. That’s not true.

0 So you did raise these concerns on muliiple occasions with Mr.
MeMahon?

A. I did. 1 raised the issue of the fact that these weapons had been
had started showing up and . . . what are we going to do? What's
going on? Obviously if they're showing up in Mexico, that’s a
problem.

Q. How early did you raise that with him as far as the best you can
recall?

A. When this thing first started. When this case first starfed that
you're going to have . .. Fkaow in March when they were showing
the sereen and how many guns were involved,

Q. March of 20107

Al March of 2010, ves.

Wy g, i 5
Y Kammor Transcrd; cat 30-40.
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And McMahonswas at that meeting?
I believe he was.

So hesaw all these guns?

Right.

Did he ever express to you that’s a concern of his?

QL T R

Yegh, I think we've had - we had discussions where he was
concerned as well. Bui again, it kind of came back to . . . our
hands are tied. The U.S. attorneys” office is not going to charge
these guys. . .. [Tlhey want to go up on a wire, so they're going up
on a wire, and they're going to do the case that way. So from my
standpoint, 1 was like, well, . . . the U.S, attorey’s office is
involved. . . . Newell is running the case. You’re aware of it.""

VIil. Reaction of ATF Officials in Mexico

Q. So at no time did you think [gunwalking] was a deliberate effort or
part of a strategy?

A. No. That was, like I said, n 21 vears as an ATF agent, as a guy
who teaches swrveillance techniques, as a goy who teaches agents
how to conduct field operations, never in my wildest dreams ever
would I have thought that this was:a technigue. Never. Ever.
It just, it is inconceivable to me."”

And that is because of the dangers involved?

Tust — you don't do it. You don't wa[lk] guns. You don't wa[lk]
guns, ... You don't lose guns. You don't walk suns. You don’t
et guns get out of your sight. You have all these undercover
techniques, all these safety measures in place so guns do not get

PO arg14s.

PYTATF ranseriptat 12
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out of your custody or control. I mean, I mean, you could follow,
you could do a surveillance for 1,000 miles . . . either use planes,
trackers, you use everything under the sun, but at the end of the
day, those guns do not leave your confrol. At some point those
guns do not get into the streets,’

And so the — to me, when I first heard this going on in the media
about the potential for ATF letting guns walk, it was
inconceivable, I didn’t want to believe it. It just — it would
never happen. Evervbody knows the consequences on the
other end of . . . these guns aren't going for a positive cause,
they’re gomg for a negative cause, The ferm "puns walking” didn't
exist in my vocabulary.'™

Tn fact,i ATF |- aninstructor for field operations and undercover operations for ATF since
1998, and a founding member and teacher of the ATF enhanced undercover training program —
felt so confident that these allegations were false, that he began assuring peeople that the

allegations had no merit:

Never, it 15 just, you don't do that. It is not - what these guys did
was basically grab the ATF rule book on trafficking and threw
it out the window. This is indefensible. It is indefensible. The
ATF does not do this, ... 1 owe people apologies because when
this first cameout, 1 did not believe 1t

(W} hen thi% f"mi' bs oke, I said ﬂme ék. no way this happtmd

wm wait oy BEE W hat Emppc:ns i told him, T said, boss, we dtdn’t

do this. He said how are vou so sure? 1 said because we don't
. . 134

teach this, this is not how we are taught.

commments made to hxs Mexican u:cuntcr_parts, As 50’;1’1&}0&}3 smt;oned n ATF h&adqudﬁeza,
Kumor may have known there could be some merit to the allegations:
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or field ops because we don’f know. And the last thing I want to
do is represent or have you guys represent to the Mexicans or
anybody else that, hey . . . there’s no issues with any of this case,
We don't know, and I don’t want that commg back later because
that would certainly be an issue with them as far as their
rapmf{fgigm and their ability to be able to operate in the future down
there. ™

investigative technigues mvolved:

Q.

A

When vou first got the impression that this was part of a strategy to
let guns walk into Mexico, what was your reaction to that strategy?

I wasn’t convinced that this happened until this past April after all
the allegations were made, and 1 talked to different people. I was
bevond shocked. Embarrassed. 1 was angry. 'm still angry.
Because this is not what we do.

That s, I mean, this is the perfect storm of idiocy. That is the
only way I could put it. This s, T mean, this is inconceivable to
me. This is group think gone awryv. You know what General
George Patton says, if we are all thinking alike, then nobody is
thinking, Right? Nobody was thinking here. How could anybody
think, hey, let's follow, I mean there is a guy in this case that
bought over 600 guns. At what point do you think you might want
to pull him aside and say, hey, come here fora second.”™®

Elmt surveillance hc understood the whlstitblowu aiitgam}m Were t;ue,

Q.

A
Q.
A

Okay, and take us through what happened in April.
Dweay here ona vistt 1o headguarters,
Alcohol, Tobaceo and Firearms headguarters?

Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms headquarters, and 1 was, [ was
looking at a, the management log on this case. And the first fwo

ndi ATF iconcluded that hundreds and
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pages, if 'm not mistaken, there are entries there that
chromicle us walking away on three separate oceasions from
stash houses.

And did that sound fo you incredible?

I stopped reading.

S0 you only got through two pages of this management log?

Yeah.

And then yvou couldn't read it any longer?

Didn't want to.

Because you were so upset?

Vs,

S = = o RS

And you were upset because walking away from three stash houses
struek vou a8 so outrageous?

A Walking away from one, walking away from one gun when vou
know that that gun is going to be used in a crime when you, I
mean, there is no, there was no gray area here guyvs. There was
no gray arca here. We knew that these guys were trafficking
guns into. Mexico, There is no gray area. They weren't
trafficking, [the] guys weren't going out-and buying two Larson 22
pistols. These guys were buying 7.62, 223's, .50 caliber rifles,
okay, there was no mistake about this. This is no gray area.'”’

Gil realized the full scope of Operation Fast and Furious only after he retived from ATE. It fook
the public allegations of the whistleblowers and contacts with his former colleagues for Gil to
fully comprehend the tactics used in Operation Fast and Furious:

Q. Now, when you were speaking with [a Congressional investigator]
you indicated that you leamed about the specific tactics of
operation Fast and Furious. Can vou remind us when that was?

A It was after 1 retived. 1t was after the shooting of Border Patrol
Agent Terry., 1 started getting phone calls saying. hey, this is —
there 15 something to this thing, these guns were knowingly
allowed into Mexico. And so that was the first knowledge that 1
had about the potential allowing guns to go into Mexico.

B7 har 25-26,
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And how did you become aware of that?

Several phone calls from agents, speaking to my deputy or my
former deputy, | ATF i who 1 remained in contact with.
Seeing Agent Dodson on TV and getting phone calls primarily.
And it&fm I was contacted by several media sources including
CBS."™

And 1 bclze\ef: \sou ment mned thm ir ﬁm aﬁm‘mmh of Agent

agents in Mexma Whﬂt wem - wim were ﬂw concerns you had
for them?

had spoken to my deputy primarily and he mentioned that,
obviously, the Government of Mexico, our counterparts are not
happy with this situation. It made it tough for them that . . . didnt
want fo work with them. It's like, hey, we can't trust you, you guys
are allowing these guns to come in. Inside the embassy because
the Government of Mexico was irritated with us, they held that
against the other agencies within the embassy, maybe slowing
down Visas to allow personnel to come in and work in Mexico. . .
Obviously the ambassador probably, T didn't speak — I haven't
spoken to himn since [ left the country, but my understanding is he
wasn't happy about it. And so there n‘;__x_&?_l_‘gi___h}}i{{___ﬁgr_fgg;_}___som
friction there between the acting attache’, ! ATF L and
him. And so it was several conflicts gmng on. AT, again, they
just started looking at the articles and the bloggers and some of the
media reports in Mexico that the ATF was corrupt, and we were
taking kickbacks fo allow these weapons to come in, which puts a
big zero — crosshar on my guys' backs down there.

When you say crossbar?

I'm sorry, 1 should elarity that.

Sure.

Puts a mark on their back, for instance; targets for not only corrupt
sartel members 1o find out who they are and kidnap or kill, which

is some of the unfortunate areas 1 had to deal with down there.
And then — or Government of Mexico officials not happy and ..

Mexico:
Q.
A
Q.
A
Q.
A

& "i

il Transeript, wt 81-82,
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< they mgy arrest vou, indict vou, fake away vour Visa and

throw you out of the country. So there’s all these things poing
o 35

on down there amongst my former crew. 13

VIII. Persistent Consequences of Operation Fast and Furious

A. The Murder of Mario Gonzalez Rodriguez

On October 21, 2010, drug cartel members kidnapped Mario Gonzalez Rodriguez from
his office. At the time of the kidnapping, his sister Patricia Gonzalez Rodriguez was the
Attorney General of the state of Chihuahua in northwestem Mexico. A few days after the
kidnapping, a video surfaced on the Internet in which Mario Gonzalez sat handeuffed,
surrounded by five heavily armed men wearing masks, dressed in camouflage and bullet-proof
vests. Apparently under duress, Gonzalez alleged that his sister had ordered killings at the behest
of the Juarez cartel, located in Chilnahua.'™ The video quickly went viral, instantly becoming a
major news story in Mexico.

Patricia Gonzalez Rodriguez denied her brother's allegations, claiming the armed men
holding him hostage coerced Mario into making his statements. Patricia Gonzalez Rodriguez
asserted her brother’s kidnapping was payback for the prosecutions of members of the Sinaloa
cartel and corrupt Mexican law enforcement officers, Ms, Gonzalez left her post as attorney
general later that month.

On November 5, 2010, Mexican authorities found Mario Gonzalez Rodriguez’s body ina
shallow grave.""' Shortly after this grisly discovery, the Mexican federal police engaged in a
shootout with drug cartel members, which resulted in the arrest of eight suspects. Police seized
sixteen weapons from the scene of the shootout. Two of these weapons traced back to Operation
Fast and Furious.'"

E-mails obtained by the Committees indicate that ATF knew about the link to Operation
Fast and Furious almost immediately after the trace results came back. A November 15, 2010 e-
mail from ATEFs O8I to the Phoenix Field Division alerted Phoenix that two of the recovered
AK-47s weapons traced back to Operation Fast and Furious."” A number of employees from
OS11 contacted their colleagues in Phoenix to alert them of this connection. OSILagents also
told ATF personnel in Mexico, ™™

9 1 at 80-84.

M im Nurpley, U8 AN Dived 1o MeXican olivrniy s slavine, TACTIVES, Jone 23, 2001, avallibie at
hipdarticlesiatimes conv 20 L un/2 Mnationda-na-gnrrminer-201 10623,

MU Naggie Yharra, § Held in Death of Ev-Chilbuerhug AG's Brother, FL PASO TIMES, Nov. 5, 2010, available at
htndiwvww elpasoinnescomiewsion 1537620,

"2 Ernail from ATF P Nov. 15, 2000 (HOGR AT - 001792),

394 i

L

W Thterview swith Lorren Leadmos, Intellipences Operations Specialist, in Wash,, D.C. (Jdly 5, 201 1),
43
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| ATF informed ATF headquarters about the link between the Gonzalez murder
and the subsequent shootout to Fast and Furious. However, no one authorized! |
the Mexican government about the commection.

Q. Who did vou mention it to?

A. I mentioned it to the Director,

Q. That's Acting Director Melson?

A Yes. Tmentioned it to Billy Hoover, I mentioned it to Mark Chait,
1 mcmlon@é it to Bill McMahon, I mentioned it to my boss Danny
Kumor. ™

Mo ok

A Iremember-at least two times when 1 mentioned it to them. 1 said
one of us — look, here's what happened. Okay, this woman is a
prominent pohifician.

Q. This 15 Miss Patricia Gonzalez?

&, B g}‘if.

Q She's no longera —
A No-donger, right. . . [Tlhis is front page news for days in Mexico,

we need 1o tell them this, because 1 we don’f tell them this, and
this gets out, it 'was my opinion that the Mexicans would never
trust us again because we were holding back this type of
information. And every time I mentioned it.. guys started
looking at their cell phones, silence in the room, let's move on
to the next subject. . . . F'wasn't told, yea, tell her, but I was never
told, no, you can't idi her. T was never told that. Tt was just

mdecision,
Q. So you were getting nio instructions at all?
o ; 145
A Zero instructions,

infor nwd ﬂf thc tink hmwmn ih{? Mario (‘mmxiu fmrrc}mezb Cmd (}pe: ation ?“%t ‘md Furious. He
also believed that, given the seriousness of the information and the ncgative fallout that would

1 i ATF iTranscript, at 31,

49
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likely ensue, ATF headguarters should share this information with the U.8. Ambassador to
Mexico. "

The rapidly escalating media scrutiny would eventually expose the connection between

sharing this information directly with Mexican officials before the press exposed it was of
paramount importance to preserve U.S -Mexico relations and the ability of ATF personnel to

opetate in Mexico. Notuntil June 2011, nearly eight months after ATF became aware of the link

Q. And why did yvou do that [tell Ms. Morales]?

A I communicated that to the Mexican Attorney General Maricela
Morales because 1 did not want her to find out through media
reports where these guns had come from. [ wanted her to find out
from me, because she is an ally of the U.S. Government. She is
commitied to fighting these cartels, she is a personal friend, and 1
owe her that.

Q. That courtesy?
A, Lowe her that courtesy, absalutely,'™
Ea
Q. And even though you really didn't get permission - well, 1 guess

Mr. Kumor sort of approved, but no one elsereally did?
A, Right.

Q. But you still decided that it was important for you fo disclose that
information?

A, It 1 hadn't told the Attorney General this, and this had come
ouf in the news medin, L would never be able to work with her
ever again, and we would be done in Mexico, We just might as
well pack up the office and go home,

Q. So the fact that these guns traced back to this program Fast
and Furious has the potential, perhaps-even did, to create an

international tneident?

Al This has already created an international incident,

B iTranseript, at 32,

Sty
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Q. But this 18 even more personal?

Al When the Mexican media gets ahold of this, it's going to go
crazy.

Q. By *“this” you're talking about the tracing to the death of

Mario Gonzalez?

A, Absolutely.

Q Now, what was her reaction when you told her?
A She was shocked,
Q Ind she say anything, exclaim anything?

A, She said, "Hijole,” which translates basically infe, "Oh,
my."

Q. Oh, my God? Oh, my?

A, Yeah'"
The failure to inform the Mexican government earlier risked possible international implications,
This failure to inform is another example of ATF leadership withholding essential information

related to Uperation Fast and Funious.

B.  The Mexican Helicopter Incident

A May 2011 shootout between Mexican police and cartel members demonstrates the
broadening impact of Operation Fast and Furious. On May 24, 2011, La Familia DTO gunmen

Al Dthink it was on May 24th the Mexican Federal Police mounted an
operation against members of La Fanilia,

Q. That's a drug cartel?

3
¥ wt31,33.
P eBrue Guimen Force Down Mexican Police Helicupter,” 48 May 25, 2011, aigilable of lipy e signonsan-
digpoconynews 201 Vmay/2 5 drag-sunmen-forge-downmesican-police-hehicopter
i
o,
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A, Right, In the State of Michoacan. When the Mexican Federal
Police was dcplaymn its troops via helicopter, they came under fire
from members of La Familia, 1 believe in the May 24th incident
two crewmen were hit,

Q. These were soldiers or policemen?

A, Policemen, Federal policemen. They were hit. The helicopter
flew off. My understanding is that that helicopter could have made
it back to the base under its own power, however, it landed to
render aid to the injured people on board.'

On May 29, 2011, the federal police launched a massive raid on the La Familia DTO. During
the raid, cartel gunmen again attacked Federal Police helicopters and wounded two mote
otficers:

A, Fast forward to May 29th. ‘Again, the Mexican Federal Police
mount another operation. I believe this time 1t was in the State of -
- Ineed to look at a map. Anyway, it was a bordering State,

o Okay,

A They were coming in. Members of La Familia cartel engaged -
there were four helicopters — engaged them. 1 believe all four
helicopters were struck by fire. Mexican Federal Pelice returned
fire from the helicopters; able to suppress the fire coming in,
offloaded, and the helicopters all flew back, and they were back in
service within a few days.

Q. Now, was there any people hurt on the ground, any deaths?
A, [ believe in the second operation, [ believe ... Mexican Federal

Police killed, T believe either 11 or 14 people.™

The raid resulted in the deaths of 11 cartel members and the arrest of 36 cartel members,
meluding those suspected of firing on the helicopter several days earlier, Authorities also found
a cache of more than 70 ritles at the seene, im:!u&ing 4 Barrett .50 caliber rifle. Some of these
weapons traced back to Operation Fast and Furious.™ Mexican police also found a stash of
heavy-duty body armor belonging fo the cartels, This was the first time ATF in Mexico had seen
such body armor in the hands of the cartels. Along with the Bmett St caliber rifles; these vests
symbolized a new level of sophistication in cartel weaponry.'™

ey
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Department’s response indicates that the guns have not yet been recovered and traced."™ U.S
and Mexican law enforcement officials continue to seize weapons connected to the operation and
recover weapons at crime scenegs on both sides of the border. Given the vast amount of
Operation Fast and Furious weapons possibly still in the hands of cartel members, law
enforcement officials should expect more seizures and recoveries at crime scenes. According to
several agents involved in Operation Fast and Furious, ATF agents will have to deal with these
puns for years to come,'™!

Some aspeets of Operation Fast and Furious may ultimately escape serutiny given the
difficulties of tracing weapons recovered in Mexico, The possibility remains for more high-

possibility:

Q. When you first got the impression that this was part of a strategy to
let guns walk into Mexico, what was vour reaction to that strategy?

A. The guys in Mexico will trace those . . . I'm beyond angry. Brian
Terry is not the last guv, okay, guvs? Let's put it out there right
now. Neobody wants to talk about that. Brian Terry is not the last
guy unfortunately, . . . Unfortunately, there are hundreds of
Brian Terrys probably in Mexieo . . . we ATF armed the
[Sinaloa] cartel. It is disgusting.'™

The faulty design of Operation Fast and Furious led to tragic consequences, Countless
United States and Mexican citizens sutfered as avesult. The lessons learned from exposing the
risky tactics used during Operation Fast and Futious will hepefully be a catalyst for better
leadership and better infernal law enforcement procedures. Any strategy or tactic other than
interdiction of illegally purchased firearms at the first lawful opportunity should be subject to
strict operational controls. These controls are essential to ensure that no government agency ever
again allows guns to knowingly flow from American gun stores to intermediaries to Mexican
drug cartels.
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