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October 9, 2011 

The Honorable Eric H. Holder, Jr. 
Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Attorney General Holder: 

From the beginning of the congressional investigation into Operation Fast and Furious, 
the Department of Justice has offered a roving set of ever-changing explanations to justify its 
involvement in this reckless and deadly program. These defenses have been aimed at 
undermining the investigation. From the start, the Department insisted that no wrongdoing had 
occurred and asked Senator Grassley and me to defer our oversight responsibilities over its 
concerns about our purported interference with its ongoing criminal investigations. Additionally, 
the Department steadfastly insisted that gunwallcing did not occur. 

Once documentary and testimonial evidence strongly contradicted these claims, the 
Department attempted to limit the fallout from Fast and Furious to the Phoenix Field Division of 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF). When that effort also proved 
unsuccessful, the Department next argued that Fast and Furious resided only within ATF itself, 
before eventually also assigning blame to the U.S. Attorney's Office in Arizona. All of these 
efforts were designed to circle the wagons around DOJ and its political appointees. 

To that end, just last month, you claimed that Fast and Furious did not reach the upper 
levels of the Justice Department. Documents discovered through the course of the investigation, 
however, have proved each and every one of these claims advanced by the Department to be 
untrue. It appears your latest defense has reached a new low. Incredibly, in your letter from 
Friday you now claim that you were unaware of Fast and Furious because your staff failed to 
inform you of information contained in memos that were specifically addressed to you. At best, 
this indicates negligence and incompetence in your duties as Attorney General. At worst, it 
places your credibility into serious doubt. 
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The Honorable Eric H. Holder, Jr. 
October 9, 2011 
Page 6 

Operation Fast and Furious was the Department's most significant gun trafficking case. 
It related to two of your major initiatives — destroying the Mexican cartels and reducing gun 
violence on both sides of the border. On your watch, it went spectacularly wrong. Whether you 
realize yet or not, you own Fast and Furious. It is your responsibility. 

Sincerely, 

Darrell Issa 
Chairman 

cc: 	The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings, Ranking Member 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley, Ranking Member 
U.S. Senate, Committee on the Judiciary 
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