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Slates Senate 
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The I iomi able 'hrs Con\ 

ion,

Coviln -.ilnic 

1 :Cf. ..05.1 

ci 

atchc:..1 114. 	 - o,‘,),,v as ti..:re .;:aosIndia Or...ration Fast and Furiohs have 

bee::dc. .H 

re‘ 

i 

a al shart: thal 3 .11 ,.:,.A now addrc.:s 

'-' 11(1 YI)O1 Cl i 	 ollirch;:e to the 

air rkpartrhent's 	 1:.(2' past few 

I,t 	Sc) base wid!,t,:. -;:jrz: 	 Ii1:11 

tl.e 	 tciars 

eotidu(.t_uL 	>cc:quest 

,,p011:,1Ht2 1;nd fl LHrlIlal.L 	ilietorie inn b he repudiated in the strongest possible 

iii 

In. set 	iidi( rihi1 s 	hp:\ 	. nt ;ire bin 	heroes a,,d (1(..ser... our Nation's 

,c .11s(espect diw 	koiw eaped c,, ,  :it, hi by 	V\ ilk) seek political ad% iii11;z12, ■,.% I -trust you 

anal I 	un yoa 

L .HL: 

61 lib.. i)c .i;;:1111 .1:.'11!. 

oi 	 are c.onitiiitied 

tlt:n 	 ,,,,,,, 	our hor.ii:::rs aryi 	;:rr: prond 

n 
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The Hop:m.',.ble Darrell TTIssa, 1 he Honorable Patrick 3. Leahy, 

The t lonorabl:2 ihinar S. Smith..hhe Honorable Elijah Cummings. 

The I kinorable Charles E. (lrassiey, The Honorable John Conyers, 
, ) 

smnd \‘ith our bray::: hiv, enlorc!i„'inent 	ho 

1\lesfictih in the effects 01i:i s:tin ioktinec and 

eery day to 1 -3colc ,„:i tiar citifens and thost: oi 

Fast and  

Border 

as a Fla in 	Rtsponse to a Serious Problem on  iitt.t 

Accordinp 	NIT. it loots into evidence naiion‘ ,. ide app oxirnately .35,000 firearms in FY 2011. 

In FY ...1010. (he number was approNiinately 37,5n0. Daring. lInit same period, ATF reports that it took 

into evidtince nationwitie os er 5 ,, 	. 	rounds or ammunidon. 	the Southwest I :lot -der remains rha 

firm! line in the 	iitistajilH rail-lel< Mg_ ATI' and otir prosecutors straegi, 	ong,Inilv to rnake 

eon 	and do itinstanding work on a daily lu,is ii uU effori 	stop the flow of guns 

borders. 

Notwithstandiioe die seriousness of the proNern faced tin the Southwest Border, there ts no doubt 

that ion Fast an,,t o"A as 1un0ainern:i. I4 Pain- ed. Hetzirebablv. Is effects will be reit ifor )ears 

to conk: as L.:An:ins that should has,. been interdicted but were not continue to show up at ernne scenes in 

this countr. :aid 1 ,,t ico. This is bon: a aei 1Ci completely nnaceeptable. I ant to be it, cry clear that 

disrupt and dii 	the ,iiint.ieroiis 	ti,,,t onciat , 	 bordo , 	h;iif 

our ifausnli ; : .?! • :1)(.11a al v.alake al: Siers• 	to nres...nt.:_uans Iron a ossoip oar border and the 

desire ix: 	 leaders 	. does. nit and ,itanne.tt 	 ortfair,,terous 

i . 	 ;Ins rOAL. 	a. 	tci,T 

	

onennions 	 lati.icritolten 	iih 	 rnatter 3. tIlL.Lt,,..Tiatiineitt's 

Inspector ti :enc .:nil 	 :he !acts 	 inst.:meted th,.. 

, 	 aral 

f...011011(..t 	 mclude the til t e.4.,:nuobej 

th.2 hoiider. hi it, 	t , ii , 	 is iii its in pia ,,te 17, (iith 	 m the Ldilic.lSt.ites 

()ifiL:s;:i 	Ari,- ()tiii. ii has he,•earie cictii at the 11 , ietefl tactik:s 	in Fast and F , iriiiits 

',Acre rint lirnited 	tsitieration arid 	 an 	 ................. 

	

3csy,. those 	 a!_;_•::::;: 	adc,ple i.j.  id  any 

No Knowledi.!,e 	FaSE ii1 FUritAIS' NUSL;11iliCti TactieS 

Much 	 he j -Fdst 	1 .0003 	 tc.--Ahuony L31 P.13 the:, year 

au  3.4 The  •;,0 - :;.q.is. 	1::. ,•.1in -i(41‘ wa ,. truthful and aceurate and 1 :Ins e heen cons:stem 	ih .is 

point throughout. I have mt. recoilcetion 	 nh,A11 raSi aoe Litri .an'; 	 none piior 

to the pithbc controversy about if Prior to early 20J 1, ; 	-to.; never istiess 	the lacti ,cs enmlosied 

he operiaica: and it: 	my understainii, 	hat the forint:it I 'tined Staies Attorney fa the District of 

Aiiiiiona and We ilainer Act Mei Dirf„tci , 	Dcputy 	of Al1 ',lave told 'Con.lriess thal they, 

v,eiv inlay\ are 01 	 thin they have 	told Coni.:tress, that 

they 	 or other Departmeht I,,iddership on the misgutded tactics that \sere tise(l. in as and 

that is not surprising ter. as Chaiiiman Issa made dear in a.31 inteiiview 	last 

tLi<i 	 Ak.:1111:.1 Dirc ,:t , t ,-  of ATF 	said he didn't know about" the tacti ,....s hHna used 

in the 31:Ad 	ids iti:tenci. .. 
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The Honorable R .ir MI F. Issa, The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, 
The IT:•norable Larnar S. Smith, The I ioncirIble. Elijah Cunninilq.. 
The :cnomblet Charle; 1.i... Grassley, The honorable john Conyer,„ 
Page inx 

days, -,orne hat,te poimed to dueuments lin/T v atovidetJ to C...)11grt....s:.. as evidence 

thal w:is hamil 	v:•ith La;taHJ Furionsaadictann itcstlad. Thal simply is not the case and 

those i.atgqestions 	 ite the 	0. ass by vt hich rot:eke information concerning the at.t.O.- hies of 

thtt DC: iii Tiam e,iiitpone:ns. On a weekly basis, thy ofs'iee typically receives ..'ca a iteteircd 

- wecil;ly reports" that, ■khile addres , cd to ino, •cotally are pmvidcc: o and 

members H .  n .,:taff and the staff of the Of fiee or the t)ettutv Attorney General. The w:ci.•:•;iy reports 

contain shott t,timmaries of 111..TS thiII the aLtell....:Ien; dtn;i C ii' z i_Ore 7,/, that Week. SOrhel.illiCS. / he 

sin it 	 tire simply a sentence-long and other times they consist of a DaragraiTh. In some cases., the 

sinninaries are oh pi:they-relined issues or upcoming c;-, cat. ,la. 011:LT cases, the •i1.1111111afieS are brief. 

level re ,. iews oF pendimt matters or investigations. it 	important to look at the documents :,upposediy at 

here and.. for that reason i have attached them to this letter and Mil making thern public in the loon 

they prey t slvvvcre PrOV idad he us to (....4'..Ingress, Please note that none of these summaries say anythia 

ainetit the unaLieeptable tactics empinyett by ATI'. 

Attorneys in my ad lice and in the Office oldie Deputy Attorne ■ General re% iew these weekly 

reports: and bring to :Try i'ttientwn only those nutters deemed to require my consideration or action ., given 

	

voit. 0 	U 	h Hi 	Hirst devote inv .-ilicsation .  do lot and eaimpt read them eovcr-to- 

cover. leitiL 	istaa:s ettntteiHng Fast :tad Farioits were brought to no. attention beet-luste the inl'ormation 

pi - eseiiii.d 	LIR: 

 

as lift did not str2tte•::: a problem 	the entries uggas1 a4:71./VC 	el/ 1:01."Ce:110:1 

;1(..1011 be!',. 	 //1S-I';:kft .'C lr; /W.?, 	if:11;0;1 ihat V;t1S 

I•Ut e 	 A I . I wcei.1 ilft a mmlv I U).2.;, 	briefly dcsei•Thed the sei/urc in Phoenit ad 73 

Fircuircl!, aik: 7:50 Ali:1--4 7  arum mattztaes ii -orn a kical btit.nriessa 	:! 	•f Operation Fast and Furious, 

	

ci \\ ill  no 	...i of any unacceptable tactics. 

if a component 	the Department ilas concerns about a partictilat inatftr. iiicre are established 

avenues re: .  iinsing them w h 	Offla, or dint afth . pcput ■ Attomrs' 	 \ cci. , report iS 	not 

one orthcoi, As•tt(xney General. 	i nit L;nd ,:ma tt be lamihar yynit the opeiational details of any 

particular im.estigation being condi .....:1;2d it 	ATI' Field office unless those details are brought to my 

attetttic./n,I hat did iwt haopeit V, :11: *0 and hisions until the public controversy arose in :011. 

!,.lcnalor (irassle .:,  has suggested that I was ::rty are id .  Operittion Fast and Fur ins from letters he 

proyiticd to me 	fir about January :11. 20:1 that viere addressed to the !limier :Acting, Director of ATF. 

I innwever. those letter, ientitre6 int:. to an Al 	a:tnhre!l, liaise on die Southwest Horder that started 

under Me prior Administration 	Project thtnrunner -- and aot to Operation last in Furious. 

o hestre. during 2ti10 1 k1CW generally that ATI: was conducting gun tratrieking operations 

along the Southwesi Border and eiscwhLra in the country since that is a core part (;I .  Its mission :.:;iven the 

large number of firearms floY ,ting to Mexico can year from the toiled States. I lo v, as as tie of the 

eNistenct; it Froleet iiimnimer \lore sect heath.. however, I nrataidectatind some senior i.ifficials 

lii 

al 

ii Mtn 	Ir..:inerti and sitn; , ii: 	tat 	that included diseu:sion •Hirasiatni 

;:o.,‘ are ai the tiino lieu . 	55115 itt OpC: ,:11 	 3.St and Furious 

aj, isad 	 elitabie nan mional l.maift . being tiscd i it. Hr exitiopin. 1 

prin.; a.luti to t: ongres, matL:c .r‘IL 	a ftteii 2C): 0 	 the 
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Hr 

ire 

The l.iab1c Darrell F. 	 ioncirabfc 	J, 

The I lionorabic.t I.:in .:dr S. 	Plc 'Honorable Elijah Ci.tri -cuil' 

Tile I Ionor.Able Charles E. Grassley, The HortorilTle ehaConye: 

! our 

occniTed short R .  Ilef)r,,; Chairman issa i ceied 	n hr 

rilici2„ Li 	 h 	 iic A 	OfaiLik. 	L;111;:1\% elFC 	 ksa has said 

nr)i hi:lc:fed on thc iioacceptai -de 	F...n.4 and Fur•is. I ti-ie KAM:Tn.:in issa, the iitcn- 

)eputy Aorncy fiencral 	not :old c.ihe imacceptable 	its 	 . a:km in his 

r rn:):111 -dy ;11‘.cgs v. di AT!' 	di:;cti.,s its acri•it-; 	 thc. 	 and abroad, 

Cong.ress -Itas rail e d 	Co iiit.ter Vs:hi:114 , r  Additional  Tools Are INeeded to Stem the  

Flow of Gulls into Mexico 

,-.Yitness.:cs testified before the House Cornalinee on Oversight and (iiiy,crnment Reform that 

to2.enc.:, '3 ability to ,,ierri he flow of guns from the Lnited States into Mexico is severely 'unpaired by a 

( d . c11.2 ,2 ,,ivo 	 For 	a rowni)er o: 	itnc;,ses indicated thai ,,:tirrent 

pur,haH,".. are inac:,..:,:.nLite to deter suLli actiyiyo „:,t (0 induc:L. eoopertioh 

law QHT;VC:Cille: 	 :111cr a violation Hi OtIceicti Likewise, the lack oi . rcportint,, relkiircinents for 

rie tig gun 	 11 short period oi'lJn .io 1ordered law enforce inCin LA .  iOrS 10 COnlbal gun 

YeL the ou5:e ol Repri.:- ,.cniiiiivcs has voik.A.I to block a rule that requires such disport:nig On 

theSota.h\\ 	Border. 

As I !a\(2 	n1C 	c...,co a sinilic 	not tIer ccJ in this operfitioi: and 

many 

c,;;1 	;L1 .4 	 C■ '; 

. 	bLit   W ■ 1! 

ov-xiou. 

.o..hethcr .,, I I L. 	 in 	i. 	Job— Louis tha t tt.c.ala he 

with thc. L:.(ii -istittiti ,oi:ai rights co . 1:..o.-obidig 

A teIflin. noin,:id in 1.I .tis ic rd e c di 	 ast and 	 by the 

iouse 	!...e.uictee 	.)\cr ,:i...2 .rit and Go\ 	 when P.epresentatiNC 

an 	 ahO:r.cii 	r0r:HS 	, )1P 11 ,,,,:,1:hat would 	 ol 

.t t  caporp.... K t.l.n.t2s,!;tti;, 	Nlakr!ncy 	 in thicl-sc;nen ,,x by Chaim 	 ho IL 

‘V0Liki 	- Vahj 1..:Sti;110:1y - , 011(.1 10 :;10...:11 	 (..0;1 1 MitiCe 

Lis uoi 	 - 1-11-oitc. ,,,*,1 	 !hr.: iiitc1.1 - 	 lutcrd;L:I. wL. apon:,  is en 

01 	 that 	in 

thic. 	 r,O;nts Ihdil 	addivssing the utIdcrlyiii 

J• vc. ri : p (h e  rac)...: 01,.Ufl i mpieccd e nied Clow 	 horje•, Luo man\..;;1 

OprY1H',:, L:\ 	 relOrm our 	la 	Nvays thin \von id irt:iinc (he 	S -hncs and ouf MeNitLn -,  

neig!;bcrs saler. 
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The Iiuno ib1c Darrc'll 	T le I Ion( 	P‘c.rici; J. 
Tfic I lohoe Lailli.1.37 S. StilitiL ftc I ionorabl ,.. 

IleriorabIL.' Charles E. Cir;..ss;;....y, The } lonorabie John 

'nove bevord 	 \vlicre real solutions lai:e 	 tc1,01.h 

cicen1..:0; nico.c 
— nn:%1!)H1g 	 olvIrTe. 	Can 

(Vsponstic 	 [his stiect 	luiurc. 	mucli ■Nc: 	 1 	 :z) stop 

guni 	on boi.11 	1 he ' dc arid 	 ( -Jur Nation safCc 

Sincerely, 

Eric I-1. Holder. 

Enclosures 

DOJ-FF-62894 


	Page 1
	Page 1
	Page 1
	Page 1
	Page 1

