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Sanitary 8, 2010 

1.3,,asisgropal 

1. This investigation has currently ideutifiod more titsuLATFiindividual eonnected straw 
purchasers. More ,suspects are being identified as the scope of the investigation pands, 
The straw-purchase suspects c_arrentiv.identified are  assoolated withstne_unot 

To date 
(September 2009 — present) this group has purchased in excess of 650 firearms (mainly 
AK-47 variants) for lvitioh they have paid cash totaling more than $350,000,00. . 

2. To date there have been five (5) notable seizure events connected with this group, and 
approximately 53 firearms originally purehased by this group have been recovered, 
Three of these seizures have been in the Country of Mexico, one recovery, in Douglas, 
AZ, and one recovery in Nogales, AZ. The 13.8. recoVeries were both believed to be 
destined for iVfoxico, lt should be noted however that there bus been one seizure in the 
Phoenix area related to the ongoing DEA narcotics trafficking investigation. 
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6. 

9. 

with information being obtained from the 	1I This is being coordinated out 
the Phbenix OCDETF Strike Force, of which Phoenix Group VII is a full-thne member, 
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8. On .January 5, 2010, ASACIMINGS 	and case agent SA 11111111111aet with 
AUSA Emory Hurley, who is the lead federal prosecutor on this matter. Investigative 
and prosecution strategies were discussed and a determination was made that there was 
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gathered, This investigation was briefed to United States Attorney Dennis .Burke, who 
concurs with the assessmont of his lino prosecutors and fully supports the continuation of 
this investigation. Furthermore, Phoenix Special Agent in Charge Newell has repeatedly 
met. with USA:Burke regarding the on-going status of this investigation and l ATF i i 
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10. A joint .strategy/deeenfliction meeting is planned for' Friday. January 15, 2010, with 
,representatives flora ICE, DEA, and A.TF. This investigation, as well as other ongoing 
investigations, will be briefed to all present,. It should be uoted that deconflietion in the 
°mom Strike Force is net tilef issue, rather there arc several Arizona ICE offices 
involved in this investigation due to the location of the firearms seizures and coordination 
between the various ICE ones has been problematic. Evan though ICE has a group at 
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the OCD131? 8trike Force the otha ICE cams in Arizona axe under differcat A.SA.Cp 
, 

and that bun  (mated a coordination 1M4116 eantruat. 	involved ,  Phoeni?c. MC 

------ Newell haa provieuslif requested that ICE cooiiinate all their investigative activity eut of 
the OCI:)131VStrike Force, of whit/ ICE in a niernber, in order to eliminate the 

roquirement of the ATI? Stlico race to try to aoordiriate with everal different ICE 
atom Thin will be disouesoct at the latuutry 15 meeting. 

• 
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12, This investigation is. (ithroutly being conducted in conjunction with the Phoenix IRA 

OCDET11  strike force. A.1I4  Phoenix VII in the load investigating enforeentent group .  ir 

the firearms trafficking portion of thin investigation. A formal OCDETV proposal 
in 

completed and will be preseeted_QD.. Inmhla .26, 2009, in flutherafice of this investigation. 
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