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By CHARLE;:, uANE 
The precise mLx of politics and princi­

ple that Jed President Clinton to order con· 
ditional clemency for 16 convicted Puerto 
Rican nationalist terrorists is still a mat· 
ter of fierce debate. Did the president ac­1 cede to the lobbying campaign on behalf of 

: the Puerto Ricans because he wanted to 
curry favor with Latino voters for Hillary 
Cli11ton's Senate campaign and Al Gore's 
presidential campaign? Or did he sin· 
cerely believe that an injustice had been 
done to the prisoners-an injustice so 
great that it warranted acting on this 
clemency case ahead of hundreds of oth­
ers pending at the Justice Department? 

It's perhaps easier to identify the 
many factors that didn't sway the presi· 
dent: federal law enforcement's strong 
vie\V that the Puerto Ricans were danger­
ous and Wlfepentant; the feelings of the 
victims of the dozens of bombings and 
shootings the grnup caITied out; the po­
tential signal that a reduction in these 
terrorists' punishment might send to oth­
ers around the world. 

To this roster of obliviousness must now 
be added yet another issue. The Puerto Ri­
cans car.ried out their campaign of violence 
with the support and collaboration of a for· 
eign country hostile to the U.S.: Cuba. Fi­
del Castro has long considered the violent 
overthrow of the "colony" on Cuba's sister 
island to be a pet project. Cuba's role in 
supporting Puerto Rican terrorists has 
been amply detailed not only in internal 
U.S. government documents but also in the 
memoir of Jorge Masetti, a former Cuban 
intelligence agent. The Masetti book, pub· 
lished in France six years ago, was re· 
ported on by Andres Oppenheimer of the 
Miami Herald at the time it came out. Even 
more of the story has recently been re· 
vealed in a superb eight-part investigative 
series, based heavily on internal FBI docu­
ments. by Edmond Mahony of the Hartford 
Courant. 

The picture· of Cuban support for 
Puerto Rican terrorism that emerges 
from these sources is an astonishingly 
brazen one. Mr. Clinton's grant of 
clemency applied to members of two 
c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  g r o u  p s: t h e  A r m e d  

. " T 
. 

Ďďror1sts 
Forces of National Liberation (knov," by 
the Spanish acronym FALN ) and Los 
Macheteros, the latter of wllich "Cubans 
support and direct ... at a firsthand 
level," according to FBI documents 
cited by the Courant. 

The lcey figure h1 trJs organization is Fil­
iberto Ojeda-Rios, a Puerto Rican who 
moved to CUba in 1961, where he became an 
officer in CUba's foreign-intelligence ser· 
vice. In· the 1970s he 
launched Los Ma­
cheteros as a violent 
splinter of the FALN. 
Los Macheteros' oper­
ations include the 1976 
machine-gunning of a 
U.S. Navy bus in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico's 
capital, an attack that 
left two American 
sailors dead. 

Los Macheteros' 
most ambitious caper Fidel Castro 
took place in 1983, Supports FALN 
when the group made 
off with $7.2 million 
from a Wells Fargo armored car in Hart­
ford, Conn. According to Mr. Masetti's 
memoir, Cuba supplied $50,000 to finance 
the heist, and smuggled it to the master­
mind of the holdup, Juan Segarra-Palmer, 
through the Cuban embassy in Mexico City. 
Segarra-Palmer was sentenced in 1989 to 55 
years in prison. He and three other Ma­
cheteros involved in the robbery were of­
fered conditional clemency by President 
Clinton. His sentence has been reduced and 
he'll be back on the street in five years. 
(Segarra-Palmer's attorney, Leonard We­
inglass, says that his client considers Mr. 
Masetti's account "fanciful," but said he 
had not talked with him more generally 
about Cuban support for Los Macheteros 
and therefore could neither confirm nor 
deny it.) 

After the robbery, Mr. Masetti writes, 
Cuban agents helped smuggle Victor Ger· 
ena, the alleged gunman in the Wells 
Fargo heist, and the stolen loot to Havana 
via Mexico City. The Cuban government 
ultimately kept $2 million of Wells Fargo's 
money, leaving the Puerto Ricans to di· 
vide up the rest. Mr. Gerena, one of the 
FBI's 10 most wanted, is still in Cuba, en­
joying the shelter of Mr. Castro's regime. 

Cuba's support for the Puerto Rican ex­
tremists illuminates the emptiness of the 
White House's case for clemency. That 
case is a legalistic one, premised on the no· 
tions that none of the defendants were per­
sonally convicted of an actual act of deadly 
violence, that they are required to re­
nounce violence and submit to parole in re­
turn for reduced sentences, and that the 
sentences meted out to these defendants 
were far harsher than those given in com­
parable federal cases. 

But the terrorism of the F ALN and Los 
Macheteros cannot be compared with ordi­
nary federal cases. Like all tenorists, but 
unlike common criminals, the Puerto Ri­
can extremists intended to attack and 
destabilize society itself, to achieve their 

objectives by making it impossible for 
Americans on the island and on the main-. 
land to sleep at night. 

They fell well short of this goal, but 
their eagerness to make common cause 
with a sworn enemy of their country-a. 
dictatorship that was, at the time, allied' 
with the Soviet Union-indicates just how· 
far they were willing to go. The reluc·· 
tance some of them showed to accept a 
clemency offer based on a renunciation of 
violence shows how difficult it is for these 
terrorists to see the error of their ways. 
(Indeed, one of the four Wells Fargo con­
victs refused the clemency deal.) 

Violent political fanaticism is difficult 
to deter, but society's best defense can on!Y 
be stern, exemplary punishment. This is 
something the. president seems to under-· 
stand when the terrorist is named Osama 
bin Laden, or when the source of state· 
sponsorship is Libya or Iraq. So, the ques· 
tion remains: What-other than shori' 
term electoral considerations-can ac­
count for the very different approach Mr.· 
Clinton adopted toward Los Macheteros 
and their Cuban backers? 

Mr. Lane is editor-at-large of The Ne1b 
Republic. 
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more complex cases. Mlll, expecra.. are I now high that the process is shifting up a 

I 
. · · gear and by the first quarter the overall 

about $8 billion ol _ .n loans. Overall, 
bad loans at Thai firnu1cial instituti0"0 •o­
tal 2.6 trillion baht ($66.66 billion), er 
lent to 45% of lending. level of nonperforming loans wilt fall 

fuçè.Topping the list is Thai Petrochemical 
Industries PCL, Thailand's biggest single 
debtor, owing $3.2 billion. But progress is 
especially n1arked in the teleconununica­
tions sector, where TelecomAsifl PCL, 
Samart Corp. and Thai Telephone & 
Telecommunications PCL have 'reached 
agreement in principle on tackling overdue 
loans valued at a total of 109 billion baht. 

These few deals alone should help fi­
nancial-restructuring efforts-and possi­
bly the gloom that has lingered along with 
relentlessly high levels of banks' nonper­
forming loans. The pace of r;estructuring 
actually fell in the third quarter-to 197 bil­
lion baht of debts restructured, compared 
with 286 billion baht in the previous quar­
ter-suggesting negotiators had worked 
through the easy deals and were tackling 

Those hopes focus on a voluntary 
framework for debt restructurings estab­
lished wider the aegis· of a central-bank 
committee. Brought into effect in June, 
these protocols set a six- to eight-month 
timetable for either reaching agreement 
on restructuring or putting a case into 
court. If the central-bank committee can 
keep negotiators to these deadlines, the 
process should deliver a rash of results 
early in 2000. 

Thai banks still have relatively low lev­
els of capital. They are reluctant to agree 
to plans that mean writing off debt, for fear 
that will encourage other debtors to stall 
for similar treatment. As a result, lawyers 
say, most of the current restructuring 
plans simply defer payment. 

U.N. Sanctions on Taliban May Hamper 

Effort to Bring bin Laden to Trial in U.S. 
By NEIL KING JR. tolerance for the use of terrorism as a po­

Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL litical tool," he said. 
WASHINGTON-With United Nations The U.N. Security Council surprised the. 

sanctions against the Taliban set to take White House as well as the Taliban last 
effect on Sunday, the Clinton administra­
''m• foor< it iǷ rnnning- short of leverag-e to 

Jnonth when it u...-rianimously backed a U.S.­
initiated sanctions resolution. The vote 
gave the Kabul regime a month to turn 
over Mr. bin Laden. The decision also 
came as further proof, diplomats say, of 
the Taliban's isolation in the international 
community. China, Russia and India have 
all come to fear the threat of Taliban­
backed revolutionary movements . 

. Some Taliban officials seemed willing 
in recent weeks to comply with the U .N. or­
der, while others-most notably the 
supreme leader Mullah Mohammed 
Omar-ruled out that possibility. The 
mixed signals have made life tough on U.S. 
officials seeking to open a dialogue with 
the Taliban. 

The Taliban leadership threatened the 
U.S. this week with "storms and earth­
quakes" if the U.N. went ahead with sanc­
tions. But in New York, the Taliban's 
deputy representative to the U.N. spoke an 
entirely different language. "An avenue 
for negotiations is open, very definitely," 
Noorullah Zadran said. "Washington's 
terms, though, are unacceptable to us. We 
will not give in to force.'' 

The Taliban has offered to put Mr. bin 
Laden under house arrest or to try him be­
fore an international Islamic tribunal, but 
refuses to turn him over to the U.S. Taliban 
officials say the U.S. has simply not con-· 
vinced them that Mr. bin Laden is guilty of 
organizing the bombings. They also con­
cede that giving up the popular guerilla 
leader could be politically risky. 

Sti!l, Mr. Sheehan continues to talk with 
Taliban representatives in New York 
nearly every week. "It is crucial to keep 
talking, no matter what," he said. The ad­
ministration's aim now is to see if it can be­
gin discussions with the Taliban leader­

1 ship in Kabul, an offer Mr. Omar and his 
: deputies have declined. 

Obtained by Judicial Watch, Inc. Via FOIA



h ' H 
"' 

'ǳ ' 

ru:-vn;':& ' ,,, i (''í· ' 

f .. :.Theh:\'.atue 
/'; db0Ƿou you·ಛ·ಚ1d.iಙ; 
ju\d looldng ಜ bal Oyel')'thln&' •xoeP,t,;ಞ:ಟte .. 

,y:··" _... 'A·:;,'.\ǲЏ_:;;ǶǱ·,«;:,'{ 
.tiie :i:'!J!rto ВMr, 
;fer Ľ.,?te reco45da�6 

.. 

volCU.'The.'}lny 
--

.. 

'''./Ǹ_._ 
·'·"""' 

·ಝ 
,. АБ· 

,// 

' .iJP'?:· .. oUTLOOJK 
·��- l)f Vieques ·

Wbal do If .by the:IBland's beautifulbeaches-and 
are tor agi!Hor.tlie the Navy permits a cruise liner to·llibo make.calla:-butthebombsarea deter· 

se&t?' ·;· ' '': ,•rent to the-,ļergence of a hospitality· ·,.,,Last summer It was cleme11cy !or 16 . Industry. :· 
Plierto Rican tmorlBts. Next may be In Puerto Rico. \here IB rare pollt·

-Navy:1 llve--Dre range· _on; the ical J,inanimlty OJ!; Vieques and a.
Rican island of VlequeJ, .Just ·· shared sense that .Washington ltas
Clinton made bis aemencyo.1· . done them wrong. But It wouJd be a 

ot miatake to interpret thľ. antl·Vleques 
t
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anti·,l.melicaii and antl·mllltary have
takeǴ/UP ::ŀe .caUBe 1n the loudest 

left·wing Indepen· 
thetront 

celid,•
Di1&ht not be able-to certify the Eisen­
hower group as combat ·ready. That 
comu :·on the heels of an Anny an· 
nouncemerit that two of Its divisions 
are nOt ·Łmbat ready, receiving the 
lowest of fotir possible grades-and 
that no d1v181on received the highest 
readlnesa rating. Senator James In· 

: bofe, the Oklahoma Republican who 
ǵ �yǹǺǻ�;5ǼǽǾ0:111ǿ;Ȁȁ

. Jor a comparable crisis In milltazy pre­
'"paredness. · .

' In ···an interview with Telemundo 
Televlllon early this month, Mr. Clln· 
ton took the opportunlty to badmouth 
the m1llta.r,y'a treatment of Vleques, 
aaytng that he would "Work hard" to 
get a compromise through, but not 
committing himself to the Elsen· 
bower's exercises. After the raw exer­
cise 1n•polltlcklng on dlsplay In the
FALN
have any 

clemency granł, It's hard to 
confidence.that when he does 

get around to resolving the Vleques 
matter, thil President will put the na· ·tional Interest llrsl 
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Clinton's Puerto Rico Policy Bombs in More Ways Than One 
.. ,......,....

By JosE FUENTES Clinton's political aspirations, on Vice the U.S. for granted. Thousands of Puerto ian on om island of Vieques in April. This 
Many commentators have observed President Gore's conspicuous silence on Ricans have served in the U.S. military was a tragedy waiting to happen. Our vi- ,

that in deciding to offer clemency to 16 con- the issue and on the unanimous counsel of this century, and many of them paid the ul­ brant relationship with the U.S. has been · . 

victed Puerto Rican terrorists, President senior law-enforcement officials against timate price in defense of freedom. These strained in recent years by the Navy's . · l:i'. 
the release of the terrorists. solemn sacrifices have been described as ue? ins! ac \Clinton did not adequately consider the· 

perspectives of any of the victims of their 
organization, the FALN (a Spanish 
acronym for Armed Forces of National Lib­
eration). But that's not all the president' 
seems to have overlooked. He also failed to; 
c_onsider might harm 
hons between people of Puerto .. 

. anČ thƑlr fƒlloW Alnei:ica:n dtizß.ng ln_t�e 
st? · · · 

people of Puerto Rico have not been 
from the FALN's campaign ofter-

In 1975 a bomb detonated in a restau­
rant in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, killing a 
six-year-bld child and wounding several 
other diners. And a senior FBI official be­
lieves that the FALN may be responsible 
for more recent bombings in Puerto Rico 
as well as in Chicago. . 

Even more surprising to me was that 
the FALN terrorists received clemency as 
a group. A full exoneration of a criminal. · •  

group-rather than just individuals-is, 
to my knowledge, unprecedented in mod­
ern American history. I fear that this 
may set a troubling new standard. Other 
terrorist organizations may view this 
clemency offer as a weakening of Ameri­
can resolve. What appeared to some as 
an iict of mercy might have the unin­
te effect of actually increasing the 

.c to U.S. citizens. 
ch of the recent discussion surround-

clemency decision has focused on 
the suspicious timing in light of Hillary '1' 

Largely ab­
sent has been the voice of the Puerto Rican 
community.

I fear President Clinton may only have 
succeeded in igniting resentment and sus­
picion against the Puerto Rican people--by 

1assumption that we all supi 
dƐclsion. Most of us . _ terrorists, President ·Clin· · •. we do not want to Ɠve our fel­

the mistaken impression 
that our sympathies lie with terrorism. Mr. 
Clinton needs to know that Puerto Rico 
stands with the U.S. against terrorism-
and we emphatically reject any insinua­
tlon to the contrary. 

Generations of goodwill between Puerto 
Ricans and Americans on the mainland 
may be seriously harmed unless there is a 
change of direction from the White House. 
While the decades since World War II have 
witnessed countless nations seeking self-
determination, Puerto Rico stands as a no­
table exception. In repeated referendums 
over the years, Puerto Ricans have consis­
tently rejected independence (an option fa­
vored by less than 3% of Puerto Ricans in 
the most recent vote, last year) and 
strongly favored maintaining our strong 
ties with the U.S. Although Puerto Ricans 
are divided almost equally between propo­
nents of full statehood and advocates of 
maintaining our current status as a com­
monwealth, an overwhelming majority 
agrees in shunning independence. 

And we do not take our relationship with 
' 

the "blood tax" proudly incmred by Puerto 
Rico to protect and promote American 
ideals. Furthermore, in the century since 

.. By pardoning FALN 
· ·· 

. . . · 

ton may have given the im· . 
pression that most Puerto 

. . 
Ricans support terrorism 
and independence We· 

don't. 

the U.S. took control of Puerto Rico, we 
have grown from abject poverty to robust 
prosperity and now have one of the very 
highest levels of per capita income in Latin 
America. In short, we consider the U.S. as 
a benevolent administrator rather than an 
overbearing parent. 

Now Mr. Clinton is on the verge of·un­
raveling these strong bonds on two fronts. 
Besides his untimely clemency decision, 
he continues to avoid taking action on an­
other matter of deep concern to Puerto Ri­
cans. 

Puerto Rico's goodwill towards the
U.S. received a jolt when a Navy jet's 
practice bomb inaƗvertently killed a civil-

e- Smart Machines, Foolish People 
By JOHN ALLEN PAULOS santly flashing 12:00. Despite the proof of 

The $125 million Mars Climate Orbiter, Fermat's last theorem, complex pricing 
it turrts Amt:.· was fed data expressed in schemes for derivatives and options, and 

Ɣontin slence on pr: ticing bornƕ­. . · .mg m1ss10ns m close prox1m1ty to Amen- , , 
can citizens living and working on this is· ,
land-a practice that has no clear mili- · .  

tary rationale. . . '·: 
This recent accidental death gave Mr •. :!•' 

Clinton an opportunity to reverse 
anctend these unnecessary bombing 

. 

· 

tices. Instead, ne formed a commission . · 
·stud¥ a situation that has already · : . 

studied enough and now demands action:,,.Ɩ.:· 
Months after the fact, and weeks after '·· 

its due date, the commission has yet to 1··. 
even issue its report. Now Mr. Clinton is ; ,, 
in a difficult position. After the public re- .. ..lat10ns pummel!ng he took on the . 
clemency case, the last thing he wants to ' 

· ·do is make any high-profile decision re." · . 

garding Puerto Rico. It seems unlikely • · 

that the commission will take 'the right ;
and proper step of recommending that the ·< 
Navy cease its harmful training practices . ·· 

on Vieques. Many observers fear that Mr. · . 
Clinton will merely rubber-stamp the . · 

commission's report, and the Navy prac- ·. · 

tice bombings will probably continue. If . 
the Navy persists in using Vieques for . · 

target practice, an unprecedented out- ,
burst of civil disobedience could erupt · . ' 
from frustrated Puerto Ricans. 

Many Puerto Ricans flnd themselves ,
questioning their faith in President Clin­
ton's political judgment following the un, 
fortunate focus on the F ALN and the con- · 1 
current inaction toward Vieques. We . 
wish to reassure Americans on the main, ; · 

land of our consistent affection for-and . 
loyalty to-the U.S. I only hope that the 
clemency of FALN terrorists does not .· 
cause the American people to lose faith 
in their fellow citizens on Puerto Rico .. 

Mr. č;1entrs is allonze.11 general of Puerto .pounds, unit of force, when it countless other mathematical advances, Rico. 
was numbers to be express.ed there does not seem to be any decline in 
in newtons, thƘ metric unit. As a result the the sale of plastic tipping cards informing 

flew too close to the surface of 
red 
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Reuters 

ton at the U.N. 
?resident urged that the or­
ation work more effectively
d ethnic strife. Page A16. 

S. to Use Lab 

Jr More Study 

)f Bioterrorism 

By JUDITH MILLER 
.UM ISLAND, N.Y. - Alarmed 
'hat the Clinton Administration 
'S as the growing threat of bio­
:al terrorism to America's food 
>ly, the Agriculture Department 
Čeking money to turn the Plum 
nd Animal Disease Center, one 
ǰ off Long Island, into a top secu­

laboratory where some of the 
;t dangerous diseases known to 
1 or beast can be studied. 
he Agriculture Department al­
dy operates here at Plum Island, 
' across Gardiners Bay from the 
ilthy Hamptons, a laboratory 
2re such dreaded foreign animal 
eases as foot-and-mouth and Afri­
1 swine fever are examined. But 
department is seeking $75 million 

s year and $140 million over the 
{t two years to upgrade the center 
handle even more dangenius ani­
tl diseases that. can affect humans. 
While there are four civilian and 
l itary laboratories in America
uipped to study such diseases -

:hnically known as Biosafety Level 
iur facilities - their work is fo­
ЋPd on £>:er ms that primarily affect 

A SIGN OF A FIERCE DEBATE 

Freeh Feared Strengthening of 

Terrorists, but Clinton Saw 

Release as Courageous 

By KATHARINE Q. SEELYE 
WASHINGTON, Sept. 21 - The 

Federal Bureau of Investigation "un­
equivocally opposed" President Clin­
ton's offer of clemency to 16 Puerto 
Rican nationalists, asserting that the 
release of most of the prisoners 
would reinvigorate their terrorist 
movement, according to a letter pre­
pared by the F.B.I. 

The letter, prepared by subordi­
nates for the bureau's Director, Lou­
is J. Freeh, said the clemency would 
be likely to "return committed, expe­
rienced, sophisticated and hardened 
terrorists to the clandestine move­
ment" for Puerto Rican independ­
ence. 

The letter also said the clemency 
would "psychologically and opera­
tionally enhance" the militant organ­
ization F.A.L.N., which killed five 
people and maimed 83 in the 1970's 
and SO's. 

Mr. Freeh's letter came to light at 
a Congressional hearing intended by 
Republicans to portray the Presi­
dent's act as reckless. Also today, 
Mr. Clinton provided his first full 
explanation of his decision in a Jetter 
to Congress. [Excerpts, Page A22.] 

Mr. Freeh did not sign the F.B.I. 
letter, which was addressed but nev­
er sent to Representative Henry J. 
Hyde, the Illinois Republican who is 
chairman of the House Judiciary 
Committee. But Mr. Freeh read it 
before it was forwarded to Congress, 
and senior law-enforcement officials 
said tonight that it accurately re­
flected his position.

A draft of the letter was sent from 
the F.B.I. to the Justice Department 
for review before Mr. Freeh's signa­
ture, law-enforcement officials said. 
The letter was among the thousands 
of documents sent by the White
House to Congress in response to 
subpoenas for info r mation about the 

Coni111ued on Page A22 
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Clemency for Puerto Ricans 
political disaster for the President Continued From Page AI 
and for his wife, Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, who is likely to seek the 

President's clemency decision. Senate seat from New York and who 
The letter said that Mr. Freeh had 

objected to clemency when the mat­
ter was first raised in 1994, and again 
as recently as June 28; even so, the 
letter said, Mr. Freeh was unaware 
that the President was actually con­
templating any commutation when 
the White House announced its offer 
on Aug. 11. 

While some officials have private­
ly acknowledged disapproval of the 
decision, the letter is the first official 
indication of the fierce opposition 
among l aw-enforcement officials to 
the clemency offer for the 16 terror­
ists, most of whom have accepted it. 

Casting himself in the tradition of 
previous Presidents who have grant­
ed clemency in cases that were un­
popular, Mr. Clinton portrayed his 
release of the prisoners as an act of 
courage. He cited Theodore Roose­
velt's amnesty for Filipinos who 
fought United States control and 
Jimmy Carter's commutation of the 
sentences of Puerto Rican national-

For some; prisoners' 
release is a threat to 
American security. 

ists who had opened fire on the House 
of Representatives. 

"They exercised the power vested 
in them by the Constitution to do 
what they believed was right, even in 
the face of great controversy," Mr. 
Clinton wrote. "I have done the 
same." 

The President did not' deal with the 
question of whether the release of the 
prisoners might reignite the dor­
mant terrorist movement. But Rep­
resentative Vito J. Fossella Jr., Re­
publican of Staten Island, asserted 
that recent statements ·by a known 
Puerto Rican militant and ally of the 
prisoners indicated that the release 
was stirring old passions. 

He quoted Filiberto Ojeda Rios, 
the leader of Los Macheteros, a ter­
rorist organization allied with the 
F.A.L.N:, as telling a Puerto Rican 
radio station that if the United States 
committed aggression against Puer­
to Rico, his group would "not remain 
with their arms crossed, you can be 
sure of that." 

Republicans coaxed out of other 
law-enforcement.officials a concern 
that the former prisoners constituted 
a threat to American security. While 
the officials were bound by the Presi­
dent's claim of executive privilege 
not to disclose internal deliberations 
over the matter, they catalogued the 
violent actions of the F.A.L.N., to 
which the prisoners belonged. 

Neil Gallagher, assistant director 
of national security for the F .B.I., 
told the panel, "These are criminals 
and they are terrorists and they rep­
resent a threat to the United States." 

Congress has acknowledged that it 
has no control over clemency mat­
ters, which are the sole prerogative 
of the President. But Mr. Clinton's 
explanation today appeared to make 
little difference to those in the hear­
ing room. They saw the move as a 

has run into political trouble for at 
first supporting, then denouncing, 
her husband's decision. 

Republicans have wanted to draw 
out the drama The panel, led by 
Representative Dan Burton, the Indi­
ana Republican who is chairman of 
the Government Reform Committee, 
called several victims of F.A.L.N. 
attacks to testify for the third time in 
less than two weeks. They included 
Richard Pastorella, a retired New 
York City detective who was severe­
ly injured in a 1982 attack. He lost his 
sight in both eyes. 

"Who thinks of us?" Mr. Pastor­
ella asked in a bitter voice. "Certain­
ly not Mr. Clinton." 

The victims and relatives of those 
who had been killed in the attacks 

'said that contrary to Federal re­
quirements, they had not been noti­
fied of the prisoners' peqding re­
lease. 

And Republicans took issue with 
Mr. Clinton's argument that just be­
cause the prisoners had not been 
convicted of doing bodily harm, they 
deserved to go free. Republican after 
Republican asserted that there was 
no distinction between accessories to 
violent crimes and those who actual­
ly pulled the triggers. 

"The only reason some of them 
didn't commit murders or bombings 
is because they were arrested before 
they got a chance to," Mr. Burton 
said. 

Two Democrats, both African­
Americans, offered a minimal de­
fense of the clemency. Representa­
tive Danny K Davis, Democrat of 
Illinois, said, "Democracy can be 
fellowship as well as punishment." 
Representative Edolphus Towns, 
Democrat of Brooklyn, urged Con­
gress to "move on" to issues that 
"have a real effect on the lives of 
average Americans." The commit­
tee's ranking Democrat, Represent­
ative Henry A. Waxman of Califor- . 
nia, said reluctantly that he "proba- i 
bly" would not have granted the ,.
clemency. 

In his letter, the President dis­
closed some of the arguments that 
Mr. Carter had used in persuading 

l 
Mr. Clinton to grant clemency in this 
case. He said that Mr. Carter wrote 
to him in 1997 that releasing the 
prisoners would be "a significant hu­
manitarian gesture. '1 

Mr. Carter also said any concern 
that clemency might be viewed as 
leniency had been mitigated by the 
length of time that the prisoners 
served, Mr. Clinton wrote. Most of 
them had been in prison at least 16 
years, a period that Mr. Clinton said 
was not commensurate with their 
crimes, which included sedition, con­
spiracy and armed robbery. 

And for the first time since he 
made the offer, Mr. Clinton said that 
the decision was difficult and that he 
had not minimized the concerns of 
law-enforcement personnel. 

"l did what I believe equity and 
fairness dictated," the President 
wrote. "l certainly understand, how­
ever, that other people could review 
the same facts I did and arrive at a 
different decision." 
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Richard Pastorella, left, was comforted yesterday by his ex-partner, Detective Anthony Senft, during House 
testimony. Mr. Pastorella was blinded and had all the fingers on his right hand blown off by a bomb in 1982. 

Excerpts From Letters on Commutations 
By The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 21 - Following are excerpts 
from two letters about President Clinton's commutation 
of prison sentences of Puerto Rican nationalists. The first 
is a draft of a letter that was not sent after being written 
by aides for the director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Louis J. Freeh, The second is a letter dated 
today from Mr. Clinton to Representative Henry A 
Waxman. 

Mr. Freeh's Letter 
The request for commutation of the sentences of 

these imprisoned Puerto Rican terrorists associated with 
the F.A.L.N. was first made in 1994. Since that time, in 
response to requests for comments, the F.B.I. has consis­
tently advised the Department of Justice (D.0.J.), in 
writing, that the F.B.I. was opposed to any such pardon 
and/or commutation of sentences for any of these indi­
Viduals. As recently as June 28, 1999, the F:.BJ., in written 
correspondence, adVised D.O.J. that the F.B.I. continued 
to oppose the release of these terrorists. Specifically, the 
F.B.I. pointed out to D.O.J. that as active members of 
Puerto Rican terrorist groups, these individuals sanc­
tioned, supported and/or directly or indirectly participat­
ed· in activities resulting in no fewer than nine fatalities, 
hundreds of injuries, millions of dollars in property 
damage and armed attacks on U.S. Government facili­
ties. 

D.O.J. was also advised the F.B.I. had reason to 
expect the release of these individuals would "psycholog­
ically and operationally enhance" the ongoing violent 
and criminal actiVities of Puerto Rican terrorist groups. 
The F.B.I. also pointed out that any such pardon of the 
"currently incarcerated terrorists would likely return 
committed, experienced, sophisticated and hardened ter­
rorists to the clandestine movement." ... 

With respect to the condition attached to the commu­
tation of sentences by the President, (i.e., that the terror­
ists renounce violence as a form of protest) the F.B.l. had 
previously advised D.0.J. that "few of the current prison­
ers have expressed remorse for their crimes or for their 
Victims; rather, most remained committed to violence as 
a means to achieve Puerto Rican independence." 

Mr. Clinton's Letter 
The question of clemency for these prisoners was a 

very difficult one. I did what I believe equity and fairness 
dictated. I certainly understand, however, that other 
people could review the same facts I did and arrive at a 
different decision. 

In making my decision, I did not minimize the 
serious criminal conduct in which these men and women 
engaged. I recognize and appreciate that there are 
Victims of F.A.L.N.-related Violence who feel strongly 

that these individuals, although not directly convicted of 
crimes involving bodily harm to anyone, should serve the 
full sentences imposed. Before making my decision, I 
sought and considered the views of the Department of 
Justice. Press reports note that certain Federal Bureau 

of Investigation and Justice Department officials, includ­
ing the U.S. Attorneys in Chicago and Connecticut, were 
opposed to clemency. I did not dismiss those concerns as 
some have implied. Rather, I carefully weighed them in 
malting this difficult decision .... 

Many of those who supported unconditional clemen­
cy tor the prisoners argued that they were political 
prisoners who acted out of sincere political beliefs. I 
rejected this argument. 

No form of violence is· ever justified as a means of 
political expression in a democratic society based on the 
rule of law. Our society believes, however, that a punish­
ment should fit the crime. Whatever the conduct of other 
F.A.L.N. members may have been, these petitioners ­
while convicted of serious crimes - were not convicted 
of crimes involving the killing or maiming of any individ­
uals. For me, the question, therefore, was whether the 
prisoners' sentences were unduly severe and whether 
their continuing incarceration served any meaningful 
purpose .... 

The timing of my decision was dictated by the fact 
that my former counseß Charles Ruff, committed to 
many of those interested in this issue that he would 
consult with the Department of Justice and make a 
recommendation to me before he left the counsel posi­
tion. Pursuant to this commitment, I received his recom­
mendation in early August. As he recently indicated to 
The New York Times, his recommendation and my 
decision were based on our view of the merits of the 
requests - political considerations played no role in the 
process. 

As you know, last week I asserted executive priVi­
lege in the face of Chairman Burton's subpoena seeking 
memoranda and testimony concerning the decision pro­
cess. I did so, after receiving the opinion of the Attorney 
General that such assertion was proper .... 

Grants of clemency generate passionate views. In 
vesting the pardon power in the President alone, the 
framers of our Constitution insured that clemency could 
be given even in cases that might be unpopular and 
controversial. The history of our country is full of exam­
ples of clemency with which many disagreed, sometimes 
fervently. When Theodore Roosevelt granted amnesty to 
Filipino nationals who attempted to overthrow U.S. con­
trol of the Philippines, when Harry Truman commuted 
the death sentence of Oscar Collazo, and when Jimmy 
Carter commuted the sentence of Collazo and other 
Puerto Rican nationalists who had fired upon the House 
of Representatives, they exercised the power vested 
them by the Constitution to do what they believed was 
right, even in the face of great controversy. I have done 
the same. 
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HEADLINE: FBI Decries Freed FALN Members 

BYLINE: SHANNON McCAFFREY 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

BODY: 
A top FBI official told Congress he regards Puerto Rican militants freed in a grant of clemency by 

President Clinton as "terrorists" who continue to represent a threat to the United States. 

The description by Neil Gallagher, the FBI's assistant director for national security, came Tuesday as 
President Clinton tried again to explain why he granted clemency, this time in a five-page letter to a 
Democratic congressman. 

Meanwhile, The New York Times reported in today's editions that an unsigned letter prepared for 
FBI Director Louis J. Freeh stating the FBI was "unequivocally opposed" to the clemency offer was 
among thousands of documents sent to Congress. 

The Times quoted senior law-enforcement officials as saying Freeh read the letter before it was 
forward to Congress with other background documents and that the letter accurately reflected his 
position. 

Clinton's own letter said the offer was motivated not by politics, as critics have charged, but out of 
concern for the "extremely lengthy sentences" the separatists were serving. 

"No form of violence is ever justified as a means of political expression in a democratic society based 
on the rule of law," <;;:linton wrote. "Our society believes, however, that a punishment should fit a 
crime." 

Most of those who had their sentences commuted were serving between 35 and 90 years for seditious 
conspiracy and possession of weapons and explosives. 

Clinton wrote the letter to Rep. Henry Waxman, the senior Democrat on the House Government ' 
Reform Committee, which was holding a hearing on the clemency Tuesday. Waxman read the letter 
at the hearing's start. 

The explanation from the president came j ust days after the White House announced it was invoking 
executive privilege to block Congress from access to documents and high-level testimony pertaining 
to the clemency. The House panel hearing testimony Tuesday had issued subpoenas to get that 
information. 

Clinton defended that decision in his letter, noting that the granting of clemency is an exclusive 
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power of the president. 
;

"In vesting the pardon power to the president alone, the framers of the Constitution ensured that 
clemency could be given even in cases that might be unpopular and controversial," he wrote. 

Gallagher's testimony marked the first time that federal law enforcement officials have testified on 
the issue. Also on hand were officials from the Justice Department and the Bureau of Prisons. They 
were barred from answering direct questions about the clemency, because of the White House 
executive privilege. 

Gallagher described the activities of the F ALN the violent organization to which most of those -

offered clemency belonged. Afterward he was ask€d by the committee's chairman Rep. Dan Burton, 
R-Ind, if they should have been freed. 

"Do I think they should be out on the street? I think these are criminals and that they are terrorists and 
that they represent a threat to the United States," Gallagher said. 

The FBI was one of several law enforcement organizations opposed to the clemency. 

Asked about the continuing threat of the F ALN and its sister group in Puerto Rico, Los Macheteros, 
Galllagher ticked off a handful of more recent bombings in Chicago and Puerto Rico believed to have 
been conducted by the groups. · 

Clinton's offer of clemency has come under fire from some who have accused him of making it to 
boost first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton's popularity among New York's 1.3 million Puerto Ricans. 
Mrs. Clinton is considering a bid for the Senate from New York in 2000. 

Clinton said in his letter that "political considerations played no role in the process." 

The F ALN the Spanish abbreviation for the Armed Forces of National Liberation is responsible for a 
wave of bombings of U.S. civilian and military targets in the late 1970s and early 1980s that left six 
dead. 
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HEADLINE: Clinton denies political consideration in clemency 

BYLINE: SHANNON McCAFFREY 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

BODY: 
President Clinton told Congress he granted clemency to 14 Puerto Rican nationalists on the belief 

"that a punishment should fit the crime." No politics was involved, he said. · 

An FBI officiai said he regarded the freed nationalists as "terrorists" who represent a threat to the 
United States. 

Clinton outlined his position in a five-page letter to Rep. Henry Waxman of California, who read it 
Tuesday at the start of a House Government Reform Committee hearing on the clemency. Waxman is 
the senior Democrat on the committee. 

Clinton said he based his decision on the "extremely lengthy sentences" the prisoners were serving, 
most between 3 5 and 90 years. 

The explanation from the president came j ust days after the White House announced it was invoking 
executive privilege to block Congress from access to documents and high-level testimony pertaining 
to the clemency. The House panel hearing testimony Tuesday had issued subpoenas to get that 
information. 

Clinton defended that decision in his letter, noting that the granting of clemency is an exclusive 
power of the president. 

"In vesting the pardon power to the president alone, the framers of the Constitution ensured that 
clemency could be given even in cases that might be unpopular and controversial," he wrote. 

The letter did little to cool Republican ire at the hearing. The committee's chairman, Rep. Dan 
Burton, R-Ind., said Clinton had a "moral obligation" to explain why he had put terrorists back on the 
streets. 

"What the president is basically saying is that it's his decision and as far as Congress and the 
American people are concerned it's none of their business," Burton said. 

Clinton's offer of clemency has come under fire from some who have accused him of making it to 
boost first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton's popularity among New York's 1.3 million Puerto Ricans. 
Mrs. Clinton is considering a bid for the Senate from New York in 2000. 

Clinton said in his letter that "political considerations played no role in the process." 
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He said the timing of the announcement was dictated instead by his former chief counsel, Charles 
F.C. Ruffs departure. Ruff had pledged to complete the review of the clemency case before leaving 
the government. 

"His recommendation and my decision were based on our view of the merits of the requests," Clinton 
wrote Waxman. 

Officials from the Justice Department, FBI and the Bureau of Prisons also testified about the Puerto 
Rican prisoners for the first time at the hearing Tuesday. They declined to answer direct questions 
about the clemency, citing the White House executive privilege. 

Neil Gallagher, the FBI's assistant director for national security, described the activities of the 
FALN, the organization to which most of those offered clemency belonged. Afterward, he was asked 
by Burton if he thought the prisoners should have been released. 

"Do I think they should be out on the street? I think these are criminals, and that they are terrorists 
and they represent a threat to the United States," Gallagher said, 

The FBI was one of several law enforcement organizations that opposed the clemency. 

Asked if the F ALN or its sister organization, Los Macheteros, still posed a threat, Gvllagher ticked 
off a handful of recent bombings in Chicago and Puerto Rico believed to be connected to the groups. 

In his letter, Clinton noted that he required the prisoners to renounce violence as a condition of 
clemency. 

"Many of those who supported unconditional clemency for the prisoners argued that they were 
political prisoners who acted out of sincere political beliefs. I rejected this argument," Clinton wrote. 

The jailed Puerto Ricans had spent nearly 20 years in prison, yet had not been charged with acts of 
violence that left anyone dead or wounded, Clinton said. 

The FALN the Spanish abbreviation for the Armed Forces of National Liberation is responsible for a 
wave of bombings of U.S. civilian and military targets in the late 1970s and early 1980s that left six 
dead. 

Those granted clemency were convicted of seditious conspiracy and possession of weapons and 
explosives. Among those petitioning for their release were former President Carter and Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu of South Africa. 

Fourteen accepted the offer and 11 of them were recently released. 
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BODY: 
WASHINGTON -- President Clinton told Congress Tuesday that "political considerations played no 
role" in his offer of clemency last month to 16 Puerto Rican separatists. 

In a five-page letter to Rep. Henry Waxman, D-Calif., Clinton said he seriously considered 
opposition raised by some FBI and Justice Department officials before he made the "very difficult" 
clemency decision. 

Clinton's letter was his first extended explanation of the clemency decision, which has provoked a 
political uproar and raised suspicions that the president was trying to boost first lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton's Senate campaign among Puerto Rican voters in New York. 

Waxman read the letter at the start of a hearing by the House Government Reform Committee. The 
committee  had subpoenaed documents detailing how the clemency decision was reached, but last 
week, Clinton said the documents fell under executive privilege. 

Neil Gallagher, the FBI's assistant director of national security, told the committee that those offered 
clemency "are criminals. They are terrorists, and they represent a threat to the United States." 

Gallagher said some of his original testimony was held back by the White House under Clinton's 
executive privilege declaration. Rep. Dan Burton, the committee chairman, did not provoke a battle 
over executive privilege Tuesday but left the door open to future legal challenges. 

In the letter, Clinton said he based the decision on a recommendation by outgoing White House 
counsel Charles Ruff. Others who supported the clemency included former president Jimmy Carter, 
Coretta Scott King and Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa, Clinton said. 

The 16 separatists offered clemency were members of the F ALN terrorist group, which is linked to 
more than 130 bombings that left six dead and dozens injured. 

Fourteen of the 16 FALN members accepted the offer. Eleven were released from prison, one had his ' 
sentence reduced to five years, and two had the remaining amounts of their fines waived. 

FALN is the Spanish abbreviation for the Armed Forces of National Liberation. 

The president said the prisoners' sentences "were out of proportion to their crimes." 

Michael Cookseyģ a:ssistant director at the Bureau of Prisons, told the committee that at least one of 
the FALN members, Oscar Lopez-Rivera, is still considered a violent prisoner. Lopez-Rivera 
rejected the clemency offer. 
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At the start of the hearing, Burton displayed a grainy FBI surveillance videotape allegedly showing 
two F ALN members making a letter bomb in 1983. They were identified by Burton's staff as Edwin 
Cortes and Alejandrina Torres, who accepted Clinton's offer and were released. 

Page 6 of24 

GRAPHIC: At hearing: Rep. Dan Burton, R-Ind., makes his opening statement Tuesday. He 
exhibited a videotape that allegedly shows FALN members making a bomb. 
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HEADLINE: Clinton Explains Clemency; Politics Had No Role in Decision, President Tells House 
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BODY: 

President Clinton said yesterday that political considerations "played no role" in his qecision to grant 
clemency to 16 Puerto Rican nationalists, as he tried to quell criticism of a move that has bedeviled 
the first lady's Senate campaign. 

In a five-page letter to Rep. Henry A. Waxman (D-Calif.), Clinton said the Puerto Rican militants 
"were serving extremely lengthy sentences" and deserved to be freed because "our society believes . .  
. that a punishment should fit the crime." 

Clinton had made such statements before, but yesterday's letter provided more details and his most 
extensive explanation to date. It did little to appease disgruntled members of Congress, however, 
including some usually reliable Clinton loyalists such as Waxman. 

Waxman, the ranking Democrat on the House Government Reform Committee, read the president's 
letter aloud near the beginning of the panel's hearing yesterday on the clemency offer for members of 
the FALN terrorist group. But after emotional testimony from victims of FALN violence and tough 
Republican criticism, Waxman indicated that he, too, disagreed with the president's decision to grant 
clemency. 

"I probably wouldn't have," Waxman said. "Whether he is right or wrong, so far the judgment of my 
colleagues in Congress is that his judgment is wrong. " 

Several Republicans and witnesses at the hearing said the president's decision sent the wrong 
message about U.S. policy on terrorism. Clinton, they said, would bear some responsibility the next 
time a terrorist group, emboldened by the clemency, attacked innocent Americans. They also said i t  

. was hypocritical for Clinton to speak at  the United Nations about the world's need to  combat 
terrorism and nuclear weapons, only days after releasing the F ALN members. 

"I pray to God this will not start a new reign of terror," said Rep. Dan Burton (R-Ind.),  chairman of 
the Government Reform Committee. 

Clinton announced on Aug. 11 that he had offered conditional clemency for 16 F ALN members. 
None had been convicted of crimes directly linked to violent injuries, although other FALN members 
were responsibleJȾr 130 bombings that killed six people and maimed others. 

Republicans quickly accused Clinton of trying to build support among Puerto Rican voters for his 
wife's Senate bid in New York. Hillary Rodham Clinton eventually said the clemency offer should be 
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withdrawn because the F ALN members had not renounced violence. 

In fact, the president's offer was predicated on the renouncing of violence, which the 14 who accepted 
the offer agreed to within a few days. Some Democrats said the first lady's comments added to the 
public confusion about the issue and piayed into Republican portrayals of the F ALN members as 
dangerously violent .  

In his letter, the president said the 16 members, "while convicted of serious crimes, were not 
convicted of crimes involving the killing or maiming of any individuals. For me, the question, 
therefore, was whether the prisoners' sentences were unduly severe and whether their continuing 
incarceration served any meaningful purpose." 

N ine of the 16 FALN members were convicted of seditious conspiracy, armed robbery and various 
firearms offenses. Each had served 19 years in prison. 

Yesterday's committee hearing was marked by testimony from victims of F ALN violence and tough 
talk from a senior FBI official, who made it plain that Clinton had overruled the agency's views. 

"They are criminals, and they are terrorists, and they represent a threat to the United States," said Neil 
G allagher, the FBI's assistant director for national security. The administration had blocked 
Gallagher from testifying at similar hearings last week. 

While Justice Department officials declined comment on what they had advised the president--citing 
the president's legal right to confidential advice on such matters--the committee released a draft letter 
from FBI Director Louis J. Freeh saying the FBI strongly opposed the early release. 

"The FBI has consistently advised the Department of Justice (DOJ), in writing, that the FBI was 
opposed to any such pardon and/or commutation of sentences for any of these individuals," Freeh 
wrote in the draft, addressed to House Judiciary Committee Chairman Henry J. Hyde (R.-Ill.). Freeh 
noted that few of the prisoners had expressed remorse for their acts and warned that "any such pardon 
of the currently incarcerated terrorists would likely return committed, experienced, sophisticated and 
hardened terrorists to the clandestine movement." 

Reps. Henry A. Waxman, left, and Dan Burton appear at hearing at which Waxman read a letter from 
the president. 
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HEADLINE: Justice officials to testify about Clinton clemency; 
Senate panel probes effect on global terrorism 

BYLINE :  Jerry Seper; THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

BODY: 
Top Justice Department officials are scheduled to testify today before a Senate subcommittee about 

whether President Clinton's clemency order for 16 Puerto Rican terrorists undermined U.S. efforts to 
combat global terrorism. 

Neil J. G allagher, the FBI 's assistant director for national security, and Patrick Fitzgerald, chief of 
the organized crime and terrorism unit at the U.S. Attorney's Office in New York, agreed to testify 
before the Senate Appropriations subcommittee on commerce, j ustice, state and j udiciary, chaired by 
Sen. Judd Gregg, New Hampshire Republican. 

Last week, the White House blocked the FBI from testifying before the Senate Foreign Relations 
subcommittee on terrorism, whose chairman, Sen. Paul Coverdell, Georgia Republican, had asked the 
Justice Department, FBI and U.S. Bureau of Prisons to explain Mr. Clinton's decision and what effect 
it might have on anti-terrorism efforts. 

The FBI intended to send Mr. Gallagher to that hearing, but after giving a copy of his testimony to 
the White House for review, the Justice Department canceled the appearance. 

Ed Amorosi, spokesman for Mr. Gregg, said the FBI and U.S. Attorney's Office assured the 
committee the witnesses would appear today. U.S. Attorney Mary Jo White in New York initially had 
been asked to testify but cancelled, opting to send Mr. Fitzgerald instead. 

Mr. Gregg noted in separate letters to Attorney General Janet Reno and FBI Director Louis J. Freeh 
that since 1945 , Puerto Rican nationalists have sought to assassinate a U.S. president, attacked both 
Houses of Congress and set off 13 0 bombs in Chicago and New York. 

He said those granted clemency by Mr. Clinton were members of the Armed Forces ofNational 
Liberation, known by its Spanish acronym FALN, and were responsible for "acts of terror resulting 
in six deaths and many inj uries. " 

Mr. Gregg, noting the subcommittee had appropriated $500 million since 1996 in the war against 
terrorism, asked both to explain the administration's policy on the pursuit, prosecution, incarceration 
and pardon of terrorists, and whether it had changed in light of Mr. Clinton's clemency grant. He also 
asked whether the Justice Department and the FBI were consulted as the recommendation for 
clemency grants was being considered. 

Mr. Clinton said he granted clemency to members of the F ALN because their sentences were 
excessive given that none were directly involved in bombings the group carried out from 1974 to 
1983 . 
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Meanwhile, Sen. Orrin G. Hatch, Utah Republican and chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
pledged to subpoena Justice Department officials - which may include Miss Reno - to determine 
whether the Clinton administration broke rules in granting clemency to the Puerto Ricans terrorists. 

"We want to know why the Justice Department failed to abide by its own rules, " he said on "Fox 
News Sunday," adding that he will seek the subpoenas at a committee meeting Thursday. 

Mr. Clinton has cited executive privilege in refusing to turn over documents on the clemency grant. 

Today, the House Committee on Government Reform also will begin hearings int<;> the clemency 
offer. Committee Chairman Dan Burton, Indiana Republican, said on NBC's "Meet the Press" that a 
March 8, 1 983, surveillance tape released by the FBI "shows two of the terrorists who were released 
at a table . . .  making a bomb. " 
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HEADLINE: Justice officials to testify about Clinton clemency; 
Senate panel probes effect on global terrorism 

BYLINE: Jerry Seper; THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

BODY: 
Top Justice Department officials are scheduled to testify today before a Senate subcommittee about 

whether President Clinton's clemency order for 16 Puerto Rican terrorists undermined U.S. efforts to 
combat global terrorism. 

Neil J. Gallagher, the FBI's assistant director for national security, and Patrick Fitzgerald, chief of 
the organized crime and terrorism unit at the U. S. Attorney's Office in New York, agreed to testify 
before the Senate Appropriations subcommittee on commerce, justice, state and judiciary, chaired by 
Sen. Judd Gregg, New Hampshire Republica..'1. 

Last week, the White House blocked the FBI from testifying before the Senate Foreign Relations 
subcommittee on terrorism, whose chairman, Sen. Paul Coverdell, Georgia Republican, had asked the 
Justice Department, FBI and U. S. Bureau of Prisons to explain Mr. Clinton's decision and what effect 
it might have on anti-terrorism efforts. 

The FBI intended to send Mr. Gallagher to that hearing, but after giving a copy of his testimony to 
the White House for review, the Justice Department canceled the appearance. 

Ed Amorosi, spokesman for Mr. Gregg, said the FBI and U.S. Attorney's Office assured the 
committee the witnesses would appear today. U.S. Attorney Mary Jo White in New York initially had 
been asked to testify but cancelled, opting to send Mr. Fitzgerald instead. 

Mr. Gregg noted in separate letters to Attorney General Janet Reno and FBI Director Louis J. Freeh 
that since 1945 , Puerto Rican nationalists have sought to assassinate a U. S. president, attacked both 
Houses of Congress and set off 13 0 bombs in Chicago and New York. 

He said those granted clemency by Mr. Clinton were members of the Armed Forces of National 
Liberation, known by its Spanish acronym FALN, and were responsible for " acts of terror resulting 
in six deaths and many injuries. " 

Mr. Gregg, noting the subc9mmittee had appropriated $500 million since 1996 in the war against 
terrorism, asked both to explain the administration's policy on the pursuit, prosecution, incarceration 
and pardon of terrorists, and whether it had changed in light of Mr. Clinton's clemency grant. He also 
asked whether the Justice Department and the FBI were consulted as the recommendation for 
clemency grants was being considered. 

Mr. Clinton said he granted clemency to members of the FALN because their sentences were 
excessive given that none were directly involved in bombings the group carried out from 1974 to 
1983. 

Meanwhile, Sen. Orrin G. Hatch, Utah Republican and chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
\ 
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pledged to subpoena Justice Department officials - which may include Miss Reno - to determine 
whether the Clin!on administration broke rules in granting clemency to the Puerto Ricans terrorists. 

J 
"We want to know why the. Justice Department failed to abide by its own rules," he said on "Fox 
News S unday," adding that he wiH seek the subpoenas at a committee meeting Thursday. 

Mr. Clinton has cited executive privilege in refusing to turn over documents on the clemency grant. 

Today, the House Committee on Government Reform also will begin hearings into the clemency 
offer. Committee Chairman Dan Burton, Indiana Republican, said on NBC's "Meet the Press" that a 
March 8, 1983, surveillance tape released by the FBI "shows two of the terrorists who were released ' 
at a table . . .  making a bomb." . 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: September 21, 1999 
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Content and Programming Copyright 1999 Fox News Network, Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
Transcription Copyright 1999 Federal Document Clearing House, Inc., which takes sole 

responsibility for the accuracy of the transcription. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No license is granted 
to the user of this material except for the user's personal or internal use and, in such case, oniy one 

copy may be printed, nor shall user use any material for commercial purposes or in any fashion that 
may infringe upon Fox News Network, Inc.'s and Federal Document Clearing House, Inc.'s 

copyrights or other proprietary rights or interests in the material. This is not a legal transcript for 
purposes of litigation. 

FOX NEWS NETWORK 

SHOW: FOX HANNITY & COLMES (21: 18 ET) 

September 20, 1999, Monday 

Transcript # 092002cb.253 

SECTION: News; Domestic 

LENGTH: 2763 words 

HEADLINE: Executive Privilege and the FALN Clemency 

GUESTS: Dari Burton 

BYLINE: Sean Hannity; Alan Colmes 

BODY: 

THIS IS A RUSH TRANSCRIPT. THIS COPY MAY NOT BE IN ITS FINAL FORM AND MAY 
BE UPDATED. 

HANNITY: Welcome back to HANNITY & COLMES. I'm Sean Hannity. 

Does the theory of creation have a place in the classroom? We'll do battle coming up. 

But first, President Clinton's controversial decision to grant clemency to members of the FALN, the 
Puerto Rican terrorist group, has members of Congress enraged. The president maintains that the 
prisoners granted clemency were not directly responsible for the series of bombings that left six 
people dead in the 1 ?70s and 1908s and hundreds injured. 

But last week, FOX NEWS obtained exclusive FBI surveillance video of two of the prisoners making 
bombs back in 1983.  Senator Orrin Hatch, the chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, plans to 
investigate the Justice Department's role in this decision. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

U.S. SENATOR ORRIN HATCH (R-UT), CHAIRMAN, SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE: 
We want to know why the Justice Department failed to abide by its rules. They have a pardon 
attorney who is supposed to issue an opinion. The attorney general is supposed to issue an opinion 
under the rules. 

Neither of them apparently did. And apparently, they didn't even consult with the FBI, the various 
police organizations throughout the country, the bureau of prisons, all of whom were against this. 
And above all, they didn't consult with the victims. 

\ 
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HANNITY: Now last week, the president asserted executive privilege and refused to hand over 
subpoenaed documents requested by the House Committee on Government Reform. 

Joining us from Washington, Indiana Republican Congressman Dan Burton. He is the chairman of 
the Committee on Government Reform. Now tomorrow, his committee will hold hearings on the 
FALN issue. 

We have breaking news tonight, Congressman. And that is you discovered late -- as I understand it -­

this afternoon, your committee did, you were scheduled to have as a witness, FBI witness, Assistant 
Director Neal Gallagher (ph). He was going to submit an opening statement to you. What's going on 
here? 

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE DAN BURTON (R-IN), CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON 
GOVERNMENT REFORM: Well, we found out today when we asked the FBI for the opening 
statement that the Justice Department and Janet Reno had forbidden them to have an opening 
statement sent to our committee. And s o  last week, we had the president claiming executive privilege. 
You saw the tapes last week of them . . .  

HANNITY: Yeah. 

BURTON: .. . making the bombs. And now the attorney general won't even let the FBI give us an 
opening statement. Now they will appear tomorrow because they're under a subpoena . . .  

HANNITY: Yeah. By the way, we're showing the tapes now, Congressman, for the benefit of our 
audience that didn't see you on this program last week. Those are FBI surveillance videos. These are 
two of the men that were granted clemency by the president. 

And in this video, the FBI tells us clearly that they're making bombs here. The president and his 
supporters had been making the case, well, these people aren't directly involved in the bombing. 

BURTON: Well, not only were they involved in making the bombs, eight of them were in a van that 
was full of weapons that was going to be used for terrorist activities. And two or three of them were 
involved in robbing an armored car. 

But even more important than that is one of the terrorists while he was in prison was planning a 
prison break. And during that planning process it was found out that he was asking for explosive 
devices and hand grenades and everything else. 

HANNITY: Is that more proof that will be coming out, Congressman? 

BURTON: Well, we\e going to sure try to get the Bureau of Prisons to give us the complete 
statements made by these people tomorrow. 

HANNITY: Right. Now if that -- that would be breaking information on this also. And we do know 
that there had been a report by, I believe it was "Newsweek" magazine that the Bureau of Prisons had 
conversations that these guys were not repentant, not sorrowful, but actually indignant and prideful in 
their position that they were going to bomb again. 

Is there any truth to that? Has your committee been able to determine whether or not that's true? 

BURTON: We haven't heard anything after the fact from the Bureau of Prisons about what they said 
when they were about to be released. 

BURTON: But this one individual th

HANNITY: Right. 

\t we're talking about, who was one of the ring leaders, was 
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planning an escape. He got an additional prison sentence because of it. And he was advocating . . .  

HANNITY: It's unbelievable. 

BURTON: . . .  acts of terrorism when he got out then. 

HANNITY: Well, now we know the president based on past experience that when he exercised or 
evokes executive privilege, we can pretty much determine that there's a cover-up of some kind. Now 
I'm sure they didn't anticipate that FOX NEWS would get a hold of the FBI surveillance video that 
we have been showing. 

But we had been told from the beginning, as I said, that these guys were not involved in any way. Is it 
true that the Justice Department, that the FBI, that the people that prosecuted these terrorists, they all 
told the president not to release them? Have we determined that? Is that 1 00 percent fact now? 

BURTON: Oh, yes. Every law enforcement in the country, probably every law enforcement officer 
down to the last person, thinks those people should still be behind bars. The fact of the matter is they 
were involved in terrorist activities. 

Making those bombs is not child's play. I mean, anybody who's watching that tape knows what they 
were doing. 

· 

COLMES : Congressman Burton, it's Alan Colmes. Welcome back to the program. 

BURTON: Hey, Alan. How are you? 

COLMES : Good to see you again, sir. The White House said that you had issued something like 700 
subpoenas over the course of your chairmanship. 

And yesterday on "Meet the Press," here's what you had to say. I'm going to show a little clip -- to 
Tim Russert about that charge. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

BURTON: We have only sent three subpoenas to the White House this year and only after the Waco 
incident. And overall, in the past three- and-a-half years since I've been chairman, we've sent 26. I 
don't know where Mr. Lockhart is getting this 700 figure. But it's totally, totally out of line. 

COLMES: Chairman Burton, today Joe Lockhart responded. He sent you a letter. I don't know if 
you've seen it or not. But we have a copy of it. 

And here's, among the things that Joe Lockhart said to you today, Joe Lockhart said, "I'm writing to 
tell you the source of my information. It comes from the sixth report of the House Government 
Reform and Oversight Committee, November 3,  1998, which states that in 1 997 and '98 alone, you 
issued 758 subpoenas in connection with your various investigations of the president and the 
Democratic Party." 

BURTON: That's true . . .  

COLMES:  Which is the truth? 

BURTON: Well, that is true. We sent 700-and-some subpoenas out to telephone companies, to banks, 
to credit card companies, trying to get records of people that were giving illegal campaign 
contributions to tpe,president's reelection committee and the Democratic Party. 

But we never sent all those to the White House. We only sent. . .  

\ 
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COLMES: He says there were 643 to the White House proper. . .  

BURTON: . . .  That is . . .  

COLMES: . . .  between October 1 of '96 and March 31 of '98 in connection with the campaign finance 
reform investigation. 

BURTON: Well, Mr. Lockhart is in error. He's not telling you the truth because my staff went 
through and checked that very thoroughly. get information about the illegal campaign contributions 
coming from all over the world. But we only sent 26 to the White House . . .  

COLMES: Is Joe Lockhart . . .  

BURTON: . . .  And some of those were duplications because they weren't responding. 

COLMES: . . .  Is Joe Lockhart lying? 

BURTON: Well, he's misinformed if he's not lying, because ifhe had the facts before him, he'd know 
that's not true. 

COLMES: He also says you've done so, you've done this without seeking the approval of the 
committee's minority members. And he says that no Democratic chairman of a committee ever issued 
a subpoena unilaterally without ever getting minority consent or a committee vote since McCarthy 
hearings back in the 1950s. 

BURTON: Well, that's just not so. Lee Hamilton when he was in charge of the Iran Contra hearings, 
he was able to issue subpoenas unilaterally. He did inform the minority about them. We do as well. 

But I can issue them myself. And we do. 

COLMES : Are you saying that's par for the course, that's what's usually done? Or is it more unusual 
that you would do it unilaterally without seeking the concurrence of the minority member? 

BURTON: Any committee chairman that's involved in an investigation going back to Lee Hamilton 
when he was in charge of lran Contra has the ability, and had the ability, to issue subpoenas 
unilaterally. 

HANNITY: All right. . .  

BURTON: Now they usually do what I do and that is give the minority 24 hours notice. 

HANNITY: . . .  Congressman Burton, stay right there. We'll have more on this breaking news on the 
F ALN terrorism controversy. Then 

Please stay tuned as HANNITY & COLMES continues. 

<21 :27> 

(COMMERCIAL BREAK) 

COLMES: Welcome back to HANNITY & COLMES. I'm Alan Colmes. 

Coming up, should students be able to refuse instruction on the theory of evolution because of their 

But first, we continue with the controversy over the president's decision to grant clemency to 1 6  
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Joining us, Indiȿa Republican Congressman Dan Burton, chairman of the Committee on 
Government Reform. 

Joe Lockhart, the presidential spokesman, wrote to you? 

BURTON: Yes, I'm glad we're still on that subject, Alan, because let me just say that raising the issue 
of how many subpoenas I've sent to the White House is an attempt to divert attention away from the 
real issue. 

The issue is, why did the president pardon 12  terrorists, 14 terrorists? Why is it that he doesn't want 
the American people to know why he pardoned them? Why is the Justice Department not allowing 
the FBI to give us a statement about why these people were -- what they did and why they were 
pardoned? Why is the Bureau of Prisons is being stymied? 

These are the things the White House doesn't want the American people to talk about, so they're 
attacking me because I've sent out subpoenas. The fact of the matter is, 122 people have taken the 
Fifth the Justice Department, like now, and the White House, like now, is blocking every attempt we 
can to get at the truth. 

They don't want the American people to know the facts. And we will not be deterred. 

COLMES: By the way, campaign finance reform is very much an issue in the upcoming presidential 
campaign. ·wm you support any of the bills currently before Congress to change the system? Would 
you support McCain-Feingold or Shays-Mia (ph)? 

BURTON: The fact of the matter is, Alan, that existing campaign laws were broken. Before you start 
passing a whole bunch of new laws, you need to make sure the laws that you have in effect are 
enforced. This White House and this Democrat National Committee broke a whole host of laws, and 
nobody talks about the laws that they broke that have not been enforced by the Justice Department. 

And so before we start passing a bunch of new laws, which is a facade, we need to enforce the laws 
we have. I think McCain-Feingold and the others go too far. I think that we ought to report 
everything we get from everybody, so the American people know where the money's coming from. 
Put some limitations on it. But if you let the American people know the facts, you're not going to fool 
them. 

COLMES: By the way, I want to get back to that film we've been showing, which we've had as an 
exclusive here on FOX NEWS, the film from March 8, 1983.  We did some checking. You know, the 
bombs that the F ALN is accused of setting off happened prior to this date. There's no evidence that 
whatever they were doing in this video resulted in bombs later being set off. 

this video. 

BURTON: Alan, they were making bombs to be used in terrorist activities. We don't know if those 
1 26 people that were in jail -- or some are still in jail, but most are out -- we -- there had been (ph) 
pardoned -- we don't know if they were involved in terrorist activities before that. We don't know if 

' they placed any of those other bombs. 

And so the fact of the matter is, whether they were -- the bombs exploded before, during, or after, the 
fact is, they were involved in terrorist activities and should still be incarcerated. 

HANNITY: Congressman B urton, it is amazing, anybody who dares raise a question about this White 
House, there's almost an instantaneous, knee-jerk reaction to attack the person who's raising 
questions. You pointed out eloquently, this issue is about terrorists, convicted terrorists that were 
released by the president, and now he won't let the American people know why he came to that 
decision. 

\ 
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BURTON: Yes, and I hope the American people who are watching FOX tonight will realize that 
everybody who's investigated the president's been attacked. Henry Hyde, Tom DeLay, myself, all 
those women who made accusations against the president, every single person who's said anything, 
Mr. Aldridge (ph), who was over at the -- who worked at the -- with the FBI over at the White House, 
everybody's been denigrated and attacked, and they try to destroy them because they're trying to do 
their job. 

And I'll tell you, we're not going to be deterred by (INAUDIBLE). 

HANNITY: Well, it is amazing, it's like a knee-jerk reaction of the Clinton supporters. They just 
want to go out there and put you on issue we're dealing with here tonight is the release of convicted 
terrorists who were sentenced to between 68 and 90-plus years in jail, some of whom were found 
with bombs. 

Now, let's be clear about the people we see in this video, Alejandrina Torres and Edwin Cortes. These 
are two men on video making bombs. These people were convicted of conspiring to blow up 
buildings in this country. 

BURTON: And kill people. 

HANNITY: We've heard -- and, you know, this -- the president and the vice president have lectured 
us on a number of occasions how we need to protect the poor little children in America from gun 
violence. And yet we see them here, they had an opportunity, they got the conviction, and they set 
them free. 

And then on top of that, we could bring up the whole China issue, which is -- you know, the transfer 
of nuclear secrets . . .  

BURTON: Sure, but the thing is, we had Oklahoma City, all those people were killed. We had the 
World Trade Center, those people killed and maimed, and all that property damage. And they talk 
about how horrible that is. And yet when they start . . .  

HANNITY: Let me . . .  

BURTON: . . .  releasing terrorists, they're putting the same kind of vermin back on the streets. 

HANNITY: Congressman, I got to ask you this. Based on what we know now -- first, there were two 
conditions for the release of these guys. They had to renounce terrorism, and they -- and violence, and 
they were reluctant to do that, which tells us a lot about these guys. And secondly, they weren't 
supposed to be able to associate with each other. It's clear now that back in Puerto Rico, and that's 
what they're going to be doing. 

Are you concerned -- do you have any evidence, is there any investigation going on whether or not 
we have to watch these people closely? Are they likely to be involved in terrorism again, in your 
view? 

' BURTON: Well, I would hope that Louis Freeh and the FBI are keeping an eye on these people, and 
I presume they are. I think he's -- he tries to do a pretty good job over there. And -- but nevertheless, 
they're people who are prone to do that sort of thing, and we may have stimulated them for more 
activity. I don't know, but they certainly shouldn't be out there even at risk. 

COLMES: Congressman Burton, thank you for your time tonight. 

\ 

BURTON: Thank you, AL 

COLMES: Happy to see you again. 
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Coming up next, some kids are skipping questions about the theory of evolution in school because of 
their religious beliefs. What should our kids be learning, creationism, evolution, or neither? That's 
coming up next. 

<21 :3 7> 

(COMMERCIAL BREAK) 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: SEPTEMBER 2 1 ,  1 999 
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HEADLINE: PREPARED TESTIMONY OF 
CONGRESSMAN DAN BURTON 
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BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM 
SUBJECT .- " CLEMENCY FOR THE FALN -- A FLA WED DECISION?" SUBMITTED 
SEPTEMBER 2 1 ,  1 999 

BODY: 

Good morning. Today, we're going to focus on the President's decision to offer clemency to members 
of a Puerto Rican terrorist group -- the F ALN. 
Our system is based on checks and balances. The Congress can pass legislation, but the President can 
veto it. The President is the Commander in Chief, but only Congress can declare war. 
But there is one area where the President's power is absolute -- the power to grant clemency. There's 
nothing the Congress can do about it. There's nothing the courts can do about it. Article II, Section 2 
of the Constitution states: "he shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for offenses against the 
United States,  except in cases of impeachment." 
This is an important responsibility. It's a power that the President has to exercise with a great deal of 
caution. Before the FALN, President Clinton had received more than 3,000 petitions for clemency -­

and he had granted only three of them. 
Then, on August 1 1 , the President offered clemency to 1 6  members of the FALN a terrorist group 
seeking independence for Puerto Rico. Almost a month later, 14 of the 16  people accepted the 
President's offer and were released from prison. 
This whole issue has ignited a firestorm of controversy. The FALN was involved in 130 bombings.
Five people died. 84 were inj ured. What we want to know is, why did the President make this 
decision? What is the public benefit? Who advised him on this issue? Was the FBI consulted? The 
Bureau of Prisons? That's why we're holding this hearing. 
First, we're going to.examine what the FALN is. One of the arguments for granting clemency is that 
these 1 6  people were not directly involved in any acts of violence. Well, I want to briefly review 
what they were convicted of. 
Most of these people were convicted of things like seditious conspiracy and conspiracy to obstruct 
interstate commerce. Let's take a look at exactly what that means. 
Eight o f  these people were arrested together in Chicago. They were caught in a stolen van, carrying 
illegal weap ons. They were parked near the home of a wealthy businessman named Henry Crown. It's Ą 
believed that they were going to kidnap him. 
The only thing that stopped them was their arrest. 
They were convicted in Federal court. As they were being sentenced, they shouted threats at the 
judge. Here's what they said, according to the court transcript: 
"You are lucky that we cannot take you right now. Our people will continue to use righteous 
violence. Revolutionary j ustice can be fierce, mark my words." 
"We're going to fight . . . .  Revolutionary justice will take care of you and everybody else." 
These are the people who were just granted clemency. 
Three other FALN members were planning to break one of their leaders out of Leavenworth prison. 
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They had two safe houses in Chicago, where they had thousands of rounds of ammunition, blasting 
caps, detonating cord, dynamite, and numerous weapons. They had a schematic diagram of the prison 
hidden under the floor boards in their kitchen. 
The only thing that stopped them was their arrest. 
The FBI has a videotape of two of these people in one of their safe houses actually making a bomb. 
I'm going to show just a brief segment of that tape right now. 
(Show Tape)
These are the people who were just granted clemency. 
Four o f  the people who were granted clemency were arrested for their involvement in the armed 
robbery of an armored car in Connecticut. They're part of a splinter group called in Spanish the 
" Machete Wielders."  This group has claimed responsibility for: " 
- the murder of a San Juan police officer; - ambushing a Navy school bus and killing two sailors; and 
- shooting a U.S.  army officer at Fort Buchanan in Puerto Rico. 
These are the people the President has offered clemency and released from prison. 
The saddest part is that the Puerto Rican people don't even want what these people are fighting for. 
I know a little about this issue. I've been a strong supporter of self-determination for Puerto Rico. I'm 
an original sponsor of legislation to give them a free and fair plebiscite to decide their fate. I've 
spoken in Puerto Rico about the issue. The vast, vast majority of Puerto Ricans don't want 
independence. In the last plebiscite, only about two and a half percent of the people voted for 
independence. 
Congressman Romero-Barcelo of Puerto Rico is here today. He and I have worked together on this 
issue. I hope he'll tell us a little about the level of support for independence in Puerto Rico. 
So I hope we won't have a lot of talk today about how these people were convicted of non-violent 
crimes .  The only reason some of them didn't murders or bombings is because they were 
arrested before they got a chance to. Many of the murders remain unsolved to this day. We don't 
know who committed them -- it may have been those the President released. 
We need to know what was behind this decision to offer these people clemency. I think the American 
people deserve to know. 
- Was the President aware of the extent of their crimes? - Did the President seek the opinion of the 
Justice Department or the FBI? - Did he seek advice from other law enforcement groups? - What 
were the arguments for releasing these people? 
So I sent a subpoena to the White House. I asked for all of the memos that had been prepared for the 
President as he made this decision. 
I sent a subpoena to the Justice Department asking them for all of the material they sent to the White 
House on this case. 
Instead of complying with the subpoena, the President made a sweeping claim of executive privilege. 
No documents bearing on his decision can be turned over. Nobody who advised him can testify. 
Well, the President has a right to do that. There's no disputing that. But I think it's very unfortunate. 
What the President is basically saying is that it's his decision, and as far as the Congress and the 
American people are concerned, it's none of our business. 
The President has taken members of a terrorist organization, who committed very serious crimes, and 
set them free. I thinK he has a moral obligation to explain to the American people why he did this. I 
think he has a moral obligation to explain to the American people why putting these people back on 
the streets isn't a danger to them and their families. 
If the President made a good decision, then release the documents and the briefing papers and let 
them reflect that. If he made a good decision, let his aides come up and testify. Don't hide behind 
executive privilege. At the very least, the President should go before the American people and give , 
them a forceful explanation as to why these people deserve to be released from prison.Unfortunately, 
none of that's going to happen today. We aren't going to hear from anyone who can explain to us why 
the President did what he did. 
We are going to hear from some people who know a little bit about the FALN. 
We're going to hear from two New York City police officers. They were working on the bomb squad 
on New Year's eve in 1 982. One of the F ALN's bombs went off in their faces while they tried to 
defuse it. Detective 'Sempf and Detective Pascoretti were permanently crippled. 
They will  be introduced by Congressman Vito Fossella. I'm glad he could be with us today. 
We're also going to hear from Thomas Connor of New York today. Mr. Connor's father was killed by 
an FALN bomb. It was set off at the historic Fraunces (Frawn-Sess) Tavern in New York in 1 975.  He \ . 
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was 1 1  years old the day his father died. We also have Diana Berger Ettenson here today. Her 
husband was sittryg at the same table as Thomas Connor's father. She was 6 months pregnant the day 
her husband died. 
I want to thank all of you for being here. I'm sorry for the losses you've suffered. I know a lot of time 
has passed, but time doesn't heal all wounds. 
I was watching TV a couple of weeks ago, and I saw Tim Russert interview one of these F ALN 
members who was released from prison -- Ricardo Jiminez. I think what upset me the most was that 
he tried to blame the restaurant owners for the deaths. I'm going to read what he said: 
"I think all precautions were taken -- you know -- to make sure that all human life was preserved . . .  the 
measures were not taken that were necessary by the people who owned those establishments. " 
He blamed the restaurant!
Mr. Russert asked him again and again if he felt remorse for what they had done. He just danced 
around and around the issue, and it became clear to me: these people don't regret what they did. 
They're defiant. 
In fact, two of the 1 6  people the President offered clemency refused to accept it. Oscar Lopez is one 
of them. He decided he would rath.er sit in Prison than renounce violence. In 1 986, he masterminded 
a violent plan to break out of prison. He was convicted and received a new 1 5-year sentence. Did the 
President know about this man before he offered to let him out of prison?! want to read you what his 
pre- sentencing report said in 1 986: 
"It was Lopez who offered to obtain false identification, weapons and explosives. It was Lopez who 
sent Jaime Delgado to Dallas to negotiate the purchase of the weapons and explosives. It was Lopez, 
moreover, who gave liis approval for Cobb's return visit to Leavenworth and for the murder of 
Michael Neece. Even behind the bars of a federal penitentiary, Oscar Lopez continued to lead his 
Chicago supporters in violent plans." 
He ordered a murder from behind bars. Fortunately, the FBI prevented it from happening.
What was it about Oscar Lopez that moved the President to offer him clemency? The President had 
received more than 3,000 petitions for clemency. Was Oscar Lopez the most compelling case out of 
3 ,000? I don't understand that -- especially in view of the fact that the President only granted three 
before that. 
I read an article in the New York Times where Mr. Ruff stated that they didn't make this decision for 
political reasons. But no where in the article did Mr. Ruff explain why the President did make this 
decision. If the President is going to do something this unprecedented, there's got to be a good reason 
for it. I don't understand why the President won't level with the American people. 
We have three witnesses from the Justice Department here today. I don't know if they're going to say 
anything or not. I asked Mr. Gallagher from the FBI to testify about their threat assessment of the 
FALN. I asked him to testify about the crimes committed by these individuals. He has had an 
opening statement prepared for over a week. I was informed last night that the Attorney General will 
not allow him to read his opening statement. He can't read it. He can't submit it. 
I have run out of words to describe my frustrations with the political games played by Janet Reno and 
this Justice Department. I just don't know what to say anymore. So I guess what I will do is issue a 
subpoena for his opening statement. I can't believe it's come to this. 
This has important foreign policy ramifications. We have a serious terrorism problem around the 
world. Think about the World Trade Center bombing. Think about the tragedy in Oklahoma City. I 
watched the President this morning making a speech at the U .N. He was saying that we have to deal 
strongly and severely with terrorism around the world. What kind of message does it send to other 
countries when we let known terrorists out of prison? 
The President also told the U.N. that we have to do more to fight nuclear proliferation. It reminded 
me of a hearing we had a couple of months ago. A policy expert named Jonathon Fox drafted a report , 
at the Defense Department stating that China was a nuclear arms proliferator.Someone higher up the 
food chain made him change his opinion 1 80 degrees. They told him they would fire him if he didn't 
because this was right before Jiang Zemin was coming to Washington. If we are going to fight 
nuclear proliferation, we'd better start here at home. 
Let me conclude by saying this: Mr. President, don't leave us sitting here reading the tea leaves trying 
to figure this ouc·Send us the documents we've asked for. Let your aides come up and testify. If 
nothing else, go on TV and tell the American people why this is to their benefit. But don't tell the 
American people this is none of their business. 
I want to again thank all of our witnesses for being here. I'm sorry we had to reschedule from last \ 
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week, but there's nothing we can do about hurricanes. For those of you who are allowed to speak, we 

. Page 

look forward to your testimony. 
I now yield to the gentleman from California for his opening statement. -
END 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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Memorandum 

To b1 0 Date 0 6 / 2 8 / 1 9  9 9 
C r ime s  S e ct i o n  

From 

Subject : 

Rob e r t  M .  Burnham 
Sect i on C h i e f  

P re s i dent i a l  P a r dons 

As you a r e  awa r e , the FBI con t i n u e s  t o  b e  concerned 
w i t h  v i o l ence and c r imina l  a c t i v i t y  s temming f rom mi l i t ant 
proponen t s o f  Puerto Rican i n dependence . P a s t  FB I i nve s t igat ions 
of  c r imi n a l v i o l a t i ons on t he p a r t  of  radical Pue r t o  R i c an 
t e r ro r i s t s  r e s u l t ed i n  t he conv i ct ion and i ncarce rat i o n  o f  the 
f o l lowi n g  f i f t e e n  i ndi v i du a l s : Alej and r ina T o r re s , 
I da Lu z Ro dr igue z ,  Edw i n  C o r t e s , E l i z am E s c oba r ,  
O s c a r  Lope z - Rive ra , Dy l c i a  Pagan , Lu i s  Ros a ,  Juan S e g a r ra- P a lme r ,  
C a rmen V a l ent i n ,  Rica rdo Jimene z ,  Ant o n i o  C amacho-Neg r o n ,  
Albe r t o  Rodr i gue z ,  A l i c i a  Rod r i gue z ,  Ado l f o  Ma t os , and 
C a r l o s  A l b e r t o  T o r re s  . As you cons ider the po s s ib i l i t y  o f  
recomme n d i ng p r e s i dent i a l  p a rdon s  f o r  t he s e  indiv idua l s  , I 
r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e que s t  that you ma ke note o f  the FB I '  s v i go ro u s  
oppo s i t i o n  to s u ch a de c i s i on . 

The FB I oppo s e s  the r e l e a s e  o f  t h e s e  incarce r a ted 
t e r ro r i s t s f o r  a number of r e a s o n s  . As a c t i ve memb e r s  of Puerto 
Rican t e r ro r i s t  g r oups , t h e s e  indiv idua l s  s anct i oned , s uppo r t e d ,  
and / o r  d i r e c t l y  o r  indi r e c t l y  p a r t i c i pated in act iv i t i e s  
r e s u l t i n g  i n  n o  fewer t han n i ne f a t a l i t i e s , hundreds o f  inj u r i e s ,  
mi l l i on s  o f  do l l a r s  in p r o p e r t y  damage , and a rmed a t t a c ks on U . S .  
Gove rnme nt fa c i l i t i e s  . 

The s e  p r i sone r s , th rough a c t i ve i nvo lveme nt i n  the i r  
r e sp e c t i ve t e r ro r i s t  ent e rp r i s e s ,  inst i l l e d  f e a r  in the i r  
commun i t i e s  . To s ugge s t  t h a t  they have b e e n  w rong ly i ncarcerated 
f o r  the i r  po l i t i ca l  be l i e f s  i s  factua l l y  e r roneous and 
non s en s i ca l  . Wh i l e  the i r  mo t iv a t i o n s  may have been po l i t i ca l ,  
the i r  a c t i o n s  a r e  an a f f ront t o  the peace f u l  and l aw ab iding 
r e s i de n t s of Pue r t Q  Rico and the United S t a t e s  . 

The FBI h a s  r e a s o n  t o  expect that the r e l e a s e  o f  the s e  
ind i v i du a l s  w i l l  p s ych o l og i c a l l y  and ope r a t i ona l l y  enhance the 
ong o i n g  v i o l e nt and c r imina l  act iv i t i e s  o f  Puerto R i c a n  t e r ro r i s t  
group s  . Few of the cur rent p r i s o ne r s  have expre s s ed r emo r s e  f o r  

1 M r  . Ga l l a gh e r  bit 
1 

-

Mr . Wat s o n  
1 

-

Mr . Bu rnham -

�GÖ, 1 
1 
1 
1 

' iL:_. 
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f rom Rob e rt M .  Burnham, dat e d  Memo r a ndum t o  
6 / 2 8 / 1 9 9 9  
Re : Pre s ident i a l  P a rdons 

t he i r  c r ime s o r  f o r  t he i r  v i c t ims ; rathe r ,  mo s t  r ema i n  c ommitted 
t o  v i o lence a s  a me a n s  t o  achi eve Pue r t o  Rican i ndependence . A 
pa rdon o f  t h e  c u r r e n t l y  i nca rcer ated t e r r o r i s t s  would l i ke l y 
r e t u r n  comm i t te d ,  e xp e r i ence d ,  sophi s t i cated,  and hardened 
t e r ro r i s t s  t o  the c l an de s t ine movement . 

I 

Pue r t o  R i c a n  t e r ro r i s t  groups cont inue t o  p o s e  a danger 
to the Ame r i can pub l i c  . The FB I oppo s e s any a c t ion t h a t  would 
e nhanc e the s t rength of the s e  organi z a t io n s , and t h e r e f o r e  
be l i e v e s  that amne s t y  f o r  the s e  p r i s o n e r s  would con s t i t u t e  a 
g r a ve mi s t a ke . De s p i t e  appe a l s  f o r  t h e i r  r e l e a s e ,  the f a c t  
rema i n s  that the s e  indiv idua l s  were c onvi cted a n d  s ent enced f o r  
act ive ro l e s  i n  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  mot ivated c r ime s abhorrent to 
l e g it ima t e  and co n s t i t utiona l l y -pro tected po l it i c a l  a c t i v i sm .  

Due t o  t h e  s ens i t i v i t y  o f  ongoing F B I  i nve s t igatio ns , 
the c ontent s o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  a r e  not t o  be r e l e a s ed t o  any o f  the 
incarcerated p r i s o ne r s , the i r  couns e l ,  o r  t o  i ndividu a l s  out s ide 
the U . S .  Depa rtme n t  o f  Jus t i c e  . 
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and 

IDA LUZ RODRIGUEZ 
EDW IN CORTES 
ELI ZAM E SCOBAR 
OSCAR LOPE Z ò--RIVERA 
DYLC IA PAGAN 
LUI S ROSA 
JUAN SEGARRA- PALMER 
CARMEN VALENTIN 
?.. I CARDO JIMENEZ 
lóHON I O  CAMACHO -NEGRON 
A L B ERTO RODRIGUEZ 
AL I C I A  RODRIGUEZ 

CA R LOS ALBERTO TORRES 

..... • • :.i 

Working Copy - - - -

, Precedenc e  : ROUTINE Date : 

To : Attn : 

�ÕÔ+ 
ps Uni t 

From : San Juan
Squad 7 ,
Contact : 

App roved By 

Dra fted By : 

Cas e  ID # :  

T i t l e  : 

00 : S an Juan 

( Pending) b1 A 
ARMED AND DANGEROUS 

Synops is : P roposed pardon of s o - ca l l ed 11 Puertorican Pol i t ical 
Prisoners " .  

Admini strat ive : Re f erence t e l c a l l  between S SA 

Page 

1 2 / 1 1 / 1 9 9 8  

bl (_ 

'· SS,._1 2  / 1 0  / 9 8  . 

De t a i l s :  Ac cording t o  informat ion reported in the press in 
Pue r t o  R i c o , a pardon proposal to release f i f teen so - cal l ed 
" Puertor i can Pol i t i c a l  Pri soners " incarcerated at various United 
St a : e s  penitent iarie s i s  pending be fore the Pre s ident of the 
Un .: : e d S t a t e s  . 

The se pri soners are : 

ALEJANDRINA TORRES 

l·.:/) L F O  MATOS 

• : . 1 . f ಒ E t e e n  Puerto Rican pri soners were convi cted for 

S e r i al : 1 9 2 7  
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members o f  the 
Liberac i n  Nac ional 

i s  

Page 

s erious f e lon i e s  whi ch they commi t ted as two 
t errori s t  groups the Fuerzas Armadas de 
' FALN) and the EPB /MACHETEROS . 

FBI , San Juan Divis ion ,  bel ieves that i t  in the best 
i nterest of  the United States that capt ioned pri soners not be 
released . Thes e  pri soners are part o f  groups that have commit ed 
acts of  v i o l ence t arge t ing stat e , f ederal and c ivi l i an human and 
prope rty t arge t s .  I t  i s  expected that if rel eased , these 
i ndividual s w i l l  resume c l andest i ne act ivit i e s  and t he i r  " armed 
s t rugg l e " to achieve i ndependence for Puerto Rico . The l eader o f  
t he E PB/ Mache teros F i l ibert o Oj eda Rios i s  s t i l l  a fug i t ive along 
with other members of the group . I f  these pri soners are 
r e l e ased , they w i l l  be abl e  to provide a support structure for 
t he groups and it  is  ant i cipated that terrorist act ivi t i e s  wi l l  
i ncrease sharp l y  a s  a resul t  . 

Examp l e s  o f  other prisoners al ready rel eased would 
support the above conc lus ion . Upon his arrival in Puerto Rico 
after hi s re l ea s e , ANTGNI O  CAMACHO -NEGRON , one of the f i ft een 
Puerto Ri cans i ncarcerated , stated that he would not comply with 
any o f  h i s  parol e  condit i ons . 

" I ' m  not going to submi t to any condi t ion p l aced on me 
by imperial i sm ,  " CAMACHO - NEGRON s ai d . CAMACHO - NEGRON said h i s  
immediat e p l ans were t o  return to the st ruggl e  f o r  the 
i ndependence o f  Puerto Rico , whi ch he did by immediately going 
underground unt i l  he was arre sted once again for violat ing h i s  
'arole . 

The media act ivity in Puerto Ri co and pub l i c  
demons t rat ions b y  EPB/Macheteros support ers are increas ing in 
at tempt s t o  pre s sure Pres ident C l inton to pardon these pri soners 
and gain addi t i onal support for the release . San Juan opines 
that FBIHQ through the Department of  Justice should vigorously 
oppose the re l ea s e  of these pri soners . 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS 

LEAD 

Set Lead 1 :  

Nat i onal Securi ty 

Dome s ii 6  Terrorism Uni t  is reque sted to de termine the 
status o f  the pet i t i on to release the above l i sted pri soners and 
cont act the appropriate DOJ o f f icials  to int ervene oppos ing the i r  
re l e ase . 
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A .Ji :miಇal FruÒ Ó11 
Sಎcurity 

DE 

L . ./\. l) t"'T 

Meroonmdum 

Ttl 2"18 .  Margaret Leva 
don Attorney 

಍ivi oion 

Pall: 10/27/97 

llohert M. Dlitzer
Chi•£ , Dotn.eQe!c Te:r:rorism/counǲerrorism Planning section 
Na.tionಋl Division
FUHR.BAS ARMADAS LlBERAClON NACIONAL l?'OBRTORilIQ'Cll:NA 
(ARMED !'OR.t:.2S FOR J?UE.RTO RICAN NA'l'XQNAL LI.llBR.ATION) -

MOVXMI:ENTO DB LIMAACION ಑ACIONAL (M0'7EMENT OP' NATIONAL 
I.illlER.11.TION) lPALN.-MLN) ; OOMB.ST!C SECORITY/'l:'ERROlUSM 

Encloaure 

..,.., 
. ' 

ThQ pu:rposಈ of thia memoranduಌ is to provjd.o yoಅ a oopy 
of Њ letterhead ltl.l!lmora.ndum from the Chicago Fi0ld Divis ion 
pertaining to the ougc:iing review of the petition fCX' cleme:ncy 
whic:h llae heen filed on be:ha1:t of t.he PAUi and Ml:lchete-ros . 

En.c loa ed for your ಉevieಊ is a lettಐrhaad ಆrA.ndum 
dated 1 0 /3 / 9 1  , ಏ4ptiO?lMld a& above . 

zo o ǰ  

3:i11snr ..JO ld30
03.r\ 1 3:l3Ǳ 
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}_ 7Ñ ăistrict to 
C> l_-.Ppecial 

bab..::1.1£ Qf the FALN/'MLN prisonerG . 

Thia docume.nt con౹ains ne i ther ಂeಃommendati on಄ 
nor c,onc:lu.s ion.s of the FB ! - I. t.  i s  the

of the FBI and ie loaned 

. " ' . 

Iii ;bptf, l'I- llal'er IP 
Fill: lolЈ. 

U.S. DepAttme!lt or i1mk11 

Fcdcr;i.J b౫u. of Y.nv౿tigacl.on 

Chicago , Illinois 6 0 ౲ 0 4
October 3 ,  1 9 ౭ 7  

At tbe r౳qus౴t of Asiǯistant United Stacee ౶ttorn.ey (AUSA)
Daniel W .  Gillogly , United Statas Dep artment of Just ice , Non:.he:rn

of Ill in.oi 9 ,  aЇ ra'U<lllt inatruction from Supet"Visory 
Agent ( SSA) Federal Bureau of

lnve9ಁi gation H౽ adguart౾rs O , Dome s #c Terrcrism Operat ions 
unit ; the following information i s  forwarded for di s s eminatioಀ to 
che Office of t.he Pardon At t:o:rney , Depa.rttt',ent of Just ice . Th౬
intormation contained herein m21.y be cons idered a &uppl emen౻ to the 
throat ЉB !IHH'l &ment :rega:r:ding the cap t ioned organiza t.ion . Thi s 
rec ent activity on th.e pǮrt of the FALN/MLN members and affiliat౺e 
is report౸d in +ight of the Clemency Pet i ౷ ion whi ch h౱s ౯ee౰ f iled 
on 

property t o  your
agency ; it. and ito c:ontenta a :r: e  no t to be
distr ibut ౼ d  out s id౵ your agency . 

( 0 0 ౮  
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by 
independenea 

Her trip Chicago , 
by ---------······ 

. ·æ 
. 

Lolita Lebౢcn was iil'rested and charged with the armed 
aౣta౤k on thౡ Uni ted StateG House of Rep౩౪sentatives in 1 9 S ౠ  . Five
Congregam(;i'n Єre wounded in the a;t.a.ck . Lebron was imprisoned for 
twenty- five years before being pardonee Pre sident Jimmy Carter 
i:n 197S . She ia cons idered a hero in the move౥ent and 
was recently inQtǬllǭd a.a the President of the Nat౧onali౨t Party in 
Puerto ౦ice . She has been invited an oc cas ion to epeak on behalf 
of thౝ FALN/MLN . moat reЅenІ to Illino i s  was 
diSCUB ee.d 

IVd t z  : s t l&I s a  1 1 1 1 s o  
౞ 0 0  ౟ 

Obtained by Judicial Watch, Inc. Via FOIA



*cago 
SĂad 
CciÏAÐc;;) 

By : ÎA 

r 

lÌ 
tllllllllllllll · 

FEDERAL B U REAU OF I NVESTIGATION 

Precedenc e :  PRIOR I TY Date ; 0 6 / 1 0 / 1 9 9 7  

To : FB IHQ Attn : DTOU , Room 1 1 7 4 1  bl Í 

From: 
DT - 1.  
t : SA 

Approved 

Drafted 
Cas e ID '»llt Title : l I 

I 
j

00 : CHI CAGO 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS 
E S CAPE RISK 

synop s i s  : FALN/MLN t hre a t  a s s e s sment forwarded t o  FB IHQ p e r  
request of Bure au . Adminis trative : Re FB IHQ t e l e  type on 2 ā ,Msy 

.D i v i s ion and S an Juan D 1 v 1 s  1on 

Detai l s  : Whi l e the p e t i t  ion f or cl eme ncy f o r  Puerto Ri c an 
p r i s o ners i s  rev i ewed by the Department o f  Jus t i c e  , Sourc e s  i n  
Chicago hav e  a1dv i s e d that  t he armed activi ties  o f  t he FALN hav.e · 

been suspended . The l e a d e rship o f  t he FALN/MLN , i n c l uding Jo s e 
Lope z ,  are known t o  c ont i nue t o  advo cat e  t.he independe nc e o f  
Puerto R i co "by what eve r m e ans rie c e s s ary» ; however , they have 
acknowl e dged t h a t  a c t s  of v i o l en ce in the current atmosphe r e  
c ould b e  de t r imen t a l  t o  t he po l i t i c a l progre s s  wh ich t hey h ave 
made . Spe c i f i c a l l y ,  former members o f  t he independence movement 
have s e cured po s i t ions w i t h i n  t he l o ca l  , s t a t e  and f ede r a l  
pol i t ical a rena s  and c o n t  i nue t o  promot e  the agenda o f  t he 
FALN/MLN w i thin t he conf ines o f  their o f f i c i al dut i e s  . 

Lu i s  Gut i e rre z  , e l e c t ed t o  t he Un i t e d S t a t e s  Hou s e  o f  
Repre s e n t a t ive s i n  Nov embe r , 1 9 9 2 , open ly advo c a t e s  the r e l ease 
of t he Pue rt o Ri can pr i s o n e r s  , alt hough he di s avows memb e r s hip in 
t he MLN . B i l ly O c a s i o , C h i cago Al d e rman o f  t he 2 6  t h  Ward , 
l i kew i s e  , has publ i c ly v o i ced hi s oppo s i t i o n  to p e r sons who w e r e  
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ago 
0 6 / 1 0 /1 9 9 7  
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Rec e n t  art i c l e s  i n  the Chi c ago Tribune ne wspap e r have 
a l l  eged t h e  dive rs ion o f  funds by t he FALN/MLN at the Rob e r t o  l 
C l eme n t e  H i g h  School ( RCHS ) . RCHS i s  a pub l i c  high s choo l  tl o c a t e d  w i t h i n  the Pue r t o R i c an commun i ty in Chi cago and , l 
con s i s t i ng o f  a l arge popu l at i on o f  Pue rt o R i c an s tudent s .  The 
art i c l e s  a l l ege t ha t  t he FALN/MLN members h ave con t ro l of t h e  
l o c a l  s choo l  counc i l  . I n  t he curren t  s ys t em ,  this con t ro l  f 
re su l t s in unobs t ruc t ed expendi tur e s  b y  t h e  l ocal scho o l  counc i l  I

l 
f o r  equipment , t rave l  , c on sul t ing f ee s , e t c  . whi ch are ' us t  i f i ed 
as a ben e f i t  to the s t udent o u l a t  · I

I 
I I 
\ 

Previous rev i e ws o f  the al l egat ions surrounding RCHS by 
resu l t e d  in t he det e rmina t i on t h a t  t he divers ion o f  . 

d i d  appe a r t o  b e  o c cur ri ng a s  a l l eged , W? S c ondu c t ed 
by the FALN/MLN w i th in t he loo s e  gu i de l  ine s s e c  by t h e  Board o f  
Educat ion for t he '' l oc a l s c ho o l  counc i l s  . "  A s  such , the ac t i o n s  
d i d  not app ear to c on s t i tu t e any vio l a t  ions o f  f e deral law . 
Furthe r ,  t he f e de r a l  f unds whi ch had b e e n  r e c e ived by t he s c hool , 
app e a re d  t o  be kep t s e para t e d  f rom t he S t a t e  funds and we re mor e  
c ar e f u l l y  spent by t he adm in i s t rators . I n f o rma t i on re l at i ve t o  
t h e  w a s  d i s s eminat ed to t h e  I l l ino i s  S t a t e 
P o l  ice f o r  rev i ew and appropriate ac t i o n  . 

- F o l iowi ng t he C h i c ago Tr ibune expo s e ,  an inve s t igat i o n  
wa s i n i  t iated b y  t he S t a te l eg i s l ature , ut i l i z in inve s t iga t o r s  
f rom t h e  I l l ino i sp S t a t e Po l ic e . 

As de t a i l  ed in t he Le t t e rhead Memorandum dated Ma rch 5 ,
1 9 9 7  , the FALN/MLN ha s c o n t  inued t o  promo t e  t h e i r  agenda o f  
independe n c e  f o r  Pue r t o  R i co and f re e dom f o r  t h e  p r i s o ne r s 
t hrough a v౛r i e ty o f  m e an s  . In add i t ion t o  t he a foremen t i o ned 

2 
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As the i ndi ct ment o f  p e r s ons af f i l i ated with t he 
December , 1 9 9 2  bombing a t  the mi l it ary recru i t ing s t a t i on in 
Chi c ago nears , the FALN/MLN has s tepped up the i r  defens ive 
po s ture regarding this bombing . In May o f  1 9 9  7 , an underground 
newspap e r  c al le d "El Gran P i ton" was re l e a s ed to the community . 
The newspape r spe c if ical ly named p e r sons w i t h i n  the c ommtlni ty who 

· · 

are op enl y ant i - FALN . The news paper a l l eged that the 
a f o rement ioned bomb ing was "organ i z ed , inst igated and performed" 
by one of the s e  ind ividua l s  , who is now t ryi ng t o  bl ame t he FALN . 

• •  

ARMED AND DANGEROUS 
ESCAPE RI SK 
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RUCNFB FB I CG TRACF 

-ౚ rsJ # 0 0 0 1  1 s s 2 3 2 1  
'-ǯ. 

J 4 2 2 0 0 Z  JUN 9 7  

FB I SAN JUAN 

D I RE CTOR FBI / PRIORITY/ 

I CHI CAGO 

CLAS 

CT I ON ONE OF TWO SECT I ONS 

TE : I I 3 s o o I I 

.SS : FB IHQ I S SA DTOU , hlC 
TBJE CT : 
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. .
E TVJ'O DE FB I SJ 0 0 0  1 UNCLA�'.f''�", 

WEFERENCE FBIHQ TELETYPE TO SAN JUAN AND CH I CAGO , DATED 

? 7 / 9 7  -

FOR I NFORMAT I ON OF FB I HQ , THE FOLLOWING SAN JUAN .THREAT 

'ES SMENT I S  B E I NG SUBMI TTED WH I CH PERTAINS TO THE REQUEST 

ౘ CLEMENCY FOR THE PUERTO R I CAN POL I T I CAL PRISONERS ; 

SAN JUAN I S  AWARE THAT THERE ARE 1 5  SO- CALLED PUERTO 

:AN POL I T I  CAL PRI SONERS , TWO OF WHOM , AT THE T IME OF THRIR 

REST ,  WERE MEMBERS OF A TERROR I ST GROUP COMMONLY KNOWN AS 

E MACHE TEROS . THESE TWO INDIVIDUALS ARE JUAN ANTONIO 

AND JUAN SEGARRA- PALMER , -

TWO IND IVIDUALS WERE ARRESTED 

r CONJUNCT I ON W I TH THE 9 / 1 2 / 8 3  , ROBBERY OF APPROX IMATELY 7 . 2  

.ON DOLLARS FROM THE WELLS FARGO DEPOT IN WEST HARTFORD , 

)NNECT I CUT . ONLY F I  FTY THOUSAND DOLLARS WERE RECOVERED . 

: CTOR MANUEL GERENA , A KNOWN MACHETERO MEMBER , JWAS THE 

ౙRPETRATOR OF THE ROB BERY , AND TO DATE , REMAINS A TOP - TEN 

mERAL FUGIT IVE . NORBERTO GONZALE Z - CLAUD I O  AND AVELINO 

' 
)NZALE Z - CLAUD ! O  ALSO REMA I N  FEDERAL FUGITIVES IN CONNECTION 

MACHO - NEGRON , 

-
BY WAY O F  BACKGROUND , THESE 

.. 

.' 

Obtained by Judicial Watch, Inc. Via FOIA



. 

7E TEREE DE FB I S J  0 0 0 1  UNCI 

�H THE ROBBERY )N ADD I T I ON ,  

-౗M I ND 

F I L I BERTO OJEDA- R I OS , THE 

OF THE OPERAT I ON ,  I S  ALSO A FEDERAL FUG I TIVE . 

"1. Ѓ d G THE ARREST O F  OJEDA- RIOS , HE ENGAGED IN A SHOOT - OUT 

rH FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFF I C IAL S  , RESULTING IN THE LOSS 

AN E Y E  OF AN FB I AGENT . A ONE HUNDRED F I FTY THOUSAND 

LLAR REWARD HAS BEEN OFFERED FOR INFORMAT ION ....LEAD ING TO H I S  

REST . 

OJEDA- R I OS CURRENTLY REMAINS THE LEADER OF THE MACHETEROS 

S P I TE H I S  FUG I T IVE STATUS . TH I S  I S  EVIDENT THROUGH H I S  

ARLY TAPED MES SAGES WHI CH ARE PLAYED TO H I S  FELLOW MACHETERO 

.MB ERS AND PRO - I NDE PENDENCE GROUPS . THE LAST TAPED MESSAGE 

.s PLAYED ON 9 / 2 3 / 9 6 ,  DUR I NG A CELEBRAT I ON KNOWN AS THE 

:R I TO DE LARES , 11 TO ATTENDEES OF THIS PRO - I NDEP ENDENCE 

:LEBRAT I ON . OJE'bA R I OS ' MES SAGE WAS CLEAR - - RE S I ST THE UN I TE D  

S GOVERNMENT BY ANY MEANS NECES SARY , INCLUD I NG VI OLENCE . 

THE MACEETEROS WERE RES PONS I BLE FOR A SERIES O F  BOMB INGS 

rn ROB BER I E S  I N  THE 1 9 8 0  ' S .  ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE NOT ENGAGED 

Ђ RECEKT TERROR I ST ACT S , THEY ARE AN ACT IVE CLANDE S T INE 

(GAN I ZAT I ON . TH I S  HAS B EEN CORROBORATED 

THROUGH THE 
bl b 
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c 

౑E FOUR DE F B I S J  0 0 0 1  UNCL 

: ORDED MES SAGES OF OJEDA- R I O S  , THROUGH RECENT PUBL I CAT I ONS 

) COMMUN I  QUES , THROUGH ART I CLES OF AN UNDERGROUND NEWSPAPER 

Ͻ MACHETEROS ,  AND THROUGH OTHER PA..t{APHENAL IA . MOST OF 

ES E WR I T INGS CONFORM TO THE CONT INUED RHETORI C  I NVOLVING THE 

MED STRUGGLE FOR INDE PENDENCE . S OME OF THE L I TERATURE 

NSTI TUTES INTI MI DAT I ON AND / OR THREATS TOWARDS AMER I CANS . 

I N  ?ART I CULAR ,  DURING THE LAST YEAR , THE MACHETEROS 

UGHT TO INT IMIDATE THE UN I TED STATES GOVERNORS ( US G )  WHO 

,ANNED TO AT TEND THE USG CONFERENCE DURING JULY OF 1 9 9 6  I->N 

'. ,  BY MA I L ING EACH USG I NT I MIDAT ING LETTERS . I N  O CTOBER OF 

1 9 6  , SEVERAL MACHETEROS S T I CKERS WERE PLACED ON THE WINDOWS 

A U . S .  MAR I NE CORPS RECRUI T I NG S TAT I ON I N  PUERTO R I CO , 

1 I CH READ , " WANTED BY THE M.ACHETERO S  - FOR AS SAS S INS , CR I M INALS 

-JD JAI ౓ERS OF OUR · PEO PLE A.ND OUR PATRI OTS - FB I  - ANY I NFORMAT I ON 

Ͽ - ЀЁ I DSNT I F I E S  OR PLACE S ANY MEMBER OF THI S  CR I M I NAL 

౔ౕ- ..i>! I ZAT I ON , SEND I T  TO PERSONS YOU BEL I EVE EAVE A PROFOUND 

)MM I  TMENT W I TH OUR NAT I ON . " S I M I LAR S T I CKERS HAVE BEEN MADE 

! THE l'-1J\CHETEROS REGARD ING OTHER I S SUES , SUCH AS THE U . S .  

ౖVY ' S  P {AN TO CONSTRUCT Al\f ANT I - DRUG RADAR IN PR . 

I N  O CTOBER OF 1 9 9 6  , A...bOTHER W I NG O F  THE MACHETEROS , KNOWN 

I

S THE ? RT P - MACHETEROS , I S SUED A COMMUNIQUE WH I  CH ,  L I KEWI S E  , 
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FB I S J  0 0. 0  l UNCl . 

THE ARMED S TRUGGLE F OR PUERTO R I  CAN INDEPENDENCE . 

THE MACHETEROS I S SUED A COMMUN I QUE WH I CH 

ANY ACT WH I CH CAUSES PHYS I CAL OR MENTAL HARM TO 

PR I S ONERS WOULD NOT GO UNPUNI SHED . IN ADD I T I ON , 

CONT INUES TO WR I TE ARTI CLES FROM PRI SON WH I CH 

౏E PUBL I SHED IN PUERTO RI CO ( P R )  . CAMACHO - NEGRON 

\ME REVOLUTI ONARY RHETORI C  W I TH I N  H I  S ART I CLE S  . 

THE S E  ARE ONLY A FEW OF VARI OUS COMMUNI CAT I ONS 

WCHETEROS WH I CH SET FORTH THREATS / INT I MI DAT I ONS , AND ADVOCATE 

I OLENCE . THE MACHETERO S :HA.VE NOT FOLLOWED THROUGH W I TH THE 

GE F : VE DE 

VO CATES 

'BÿUARY O F  1 9 9  7 , 
\.

'A .1. 8D \THAT 
I 

lE POLI T  I CAL 
,I 

)
I.MACHO - NEGRON 

USES THE 

FROM THE 

:: CENT THREAT S  . 

AS AL SO -¥.AT A SEPARATE SOURCE OF UNKNOWN RELIAB I L  I TY HAS ALSO 
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;E " s :i:x DE FB I S J  0 0 0 1  UNCLAif{,;�Ɖf bl])
ADD I T I ONALLY , THE MACHETEROS ADVI SED W I THIN THE 

౐UGUST - SEPTEMBER 1 9 9 5  , I SSUE OF THE IR CLANDEST INE 

"1 S PAPER , THAT THEY HAVE NOT ENGAGED IN ANY TERRORI ST ACTS 

:ENTLY BECAUSE " ALL THES E  YEARS HAVE SERVED TO IMPROVE OUR 

113AN I ZAT ION AND PREPARE FOR A NEW COMEBACK . THEY ALSO 

A.TED W I TH IN TH I S  NEWSLETTER THAT 11 IT IS TIME FOR COMBAT , TO 

T I VATE OUR REVOLUT IONARY TROOPS AND GUERILLA CELLS . "  

ALTHOUGH THE MACHETEROS HAVE NOT RECENTLY COMMITTED J 

RRORI ST ACT S  , 

THES E  ACT I V I T I ES., 

rn CONDUCTED THE PURPOSE OF FUND ING THE MACHETEROS I౜ 

JTH CAMACHO - NEGRON AND SEGARRA- PALMER HAVE MAINTAI NED , AND 

r 

::i 0 0 1  

t:.1 P.: 
'p..l\::? 

NNN 
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MRI 0 1 2 2 9  

UCNFB FB I CG TRACF 

౒I SJ # 0 0 0 2  1 5 5 2 3 2 3  

uuuuu 

2 2 0 3 Z  JUN 9 7  

'B I SAN JUAN 

) I RECTOR FB I /PRIORITY/ 

CH I CAGO /ROUTINE/ 

:..iAS 

f I ON TWO OF TWO SECT I ONS 

E :  / / 3 8 0 0 / / 

S :  FB IHQ , SS� DTOU , b7 C., 
JE CT : 

00 : CHI CAGO . 

TEXT CONT INUES : 

౎ T I NUE TO MAINTAI N ,  CONTACT WITH CURRENT MACHǫTERO MEMBERS . 
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్GE THREE DE FB I S J 0 0 0 2  UNr 

HE POL I T I CAL P R I SONERS . THEY CONTINUE TO COMMIT ILLEGAL 
')

TITY TO FUND THE I R ORGANI ZAT ION I N  SUPPORT OF THE I R ARMED 

TRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE . I N  ADD IT I ON , THE MACHETERO 

RGA.NI ZAT I ON I S  ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN 

DESCRIBED ABOVE . BOTH SEGARRA- PALMER AND 

'.A.MACHO - NEGRON CONT INUE TO BEL I EVE IN THE ARMED STRUGGLE FOR 

:NDEPENDENCE AND ARE CURRENTLY STILL ASSOCIATED WITH MEMBERS 

lF THE MACHETEROS .  ANY CLEMENCY REQUEST SHOULD TAKE THESE 

"ACTORS INTO CONS IDERAT I ON .  

t 0 0 0 2  
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R E  T E L E P H O N E  C A L L  

O P E R A T I O N S  U N I T  { D T O U }  T O  R E C I P I E N T S  O N  5 / 2 8 / 9 7 . 

T E R R O R I S M  b 7 (_ 
R E F E R E N C E D  T E L E P H O N E  C A L L  A D V I S E D  T H A T  T H E  D T O U  H A S  R E C E I V E D  

A R E Q U E S T  F R O M  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  J U S T I C E  { D O J }  F O R  A T H R E A T  

A S S E S S M E N T  O N  C A P T I O N E D  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S  I N  C O N N E C T I O N  W I T H  A 

P E N D I N G  C L E M E N C Y  R E Q U E S T  F O R  A N  U N I D E N T I F I E D  N U M B E R  O F  P U E R T O  

R I C A N  P R I S O N E R S  . 

O N  5 / 1 6 / 9 7 , M A R G A R E T  C O L G A T E  L O V E , P A R D O N  A T T O R N E Y , D O J  

A D V I S E D  A S  F O L L O W S  : " I N  C O N N E C T I O N  W I T H  A P E N D I N G  C L E M E N C Y  

R E Q U E S T  F O R A N U M B E R  O F  P U E R T O  R I C A N  P R I S O N E R S  C O N V I C T E D  O F  

C R I M E S  R E L A T E D  T O  T H E I R  I N V O L V E M E N T  I N  T H E  P U E R T O  R I C A N  

I N D E P E N D E N C E  M O V E M E N T  , W E  H A V E  B E E N  A S K E D  B Y  T H E  W H I T E  H O U S E  T O  

P R O V I D E  A C U R R E N T  T H R E A T  A S S E S S M E N T  O F  T H E  P U E R T O  R I C A N  

N A T I O N A L I S T  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  T O  W H I C H  T H E S E  P R I S O N E R S  B E L O N G E D  , 

N A M E L Y  T H E  F A L N  A N D  L O S  M A C H E T E R O S  , W I T H  R E G A R D  T O  T H E I R  

A C T I V I T I E S  I N  B O T H  P U E R T O  R I C O  A N D  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  . W E  A R E  
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"- P A G E  3 U N C L A S  

R E Q U E S T I N G  Y O U R  A S S I S T A N C E  I N  R E S P O N D I N G  T O  T H I S  I N Q UI R Y ,  A N D  A S K  

T H A T Y O U  P R O V I D E  U S  T H I S  I N F O R M A T I O N  A S  S O O N  A S  P O S S I B L E  S O  T H A T  

W E  M A Y  R E P O R T  I T  T O  T H E  W H I T E  H O U S E . "  

C H I C A G O  A N D  S A N  J U A N  A R E  R E Q U E S T E D  T O  P R O V I D E  A C U R R E N T  

T H R E A T  A S S E S S M E N T  O F  C A P T I O N E D  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S ,  T O  I N C L U D E  T H E I R  

A C T I V I T I E S  I N  P U E R T O  R I C O  A N D  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S .  A D D I T I O N A L L Y , 

C H I C A G O  A N D  S A N  J U A N  A R E  R E Q U E S T E D  T O  A D V I S E  I F  Y O U  A R E  A W A R E  O F  

T H E  I D E N T I T I E S  O F  T H E  P U E R T O  R I C A N  P R I S O N E R S  W H O  H A V E  R E Q U E S T E D  

C L E M E N C Y  . I F  R E C I P I E N T S  D O  N O T  H A V E  T H E  I D E N T I T I E S  O F  T H E  

I N D I V I D U A L S  R E Q U E S T I N G  C L E M E N C Y  , T H E  D T O U  I S  T O  B E  A D V I S E D  A N D  

T H E  D O J  W I L L  B E  R E Q U E S T E D  T O  P R O V I D E  T H E  D A T A . R E C I P I E N T S  A R E  

R E Q U E S T E D  T O  R E S P O N D  I S  A N  E X P E D I T I O U S  M A N N E R  T O  F O R W A R D  Y O U R  

R E S P O N S E  T O  T H E  D O J  . 

S S A  

b7
' 

c_
A N Y  Q U E S T I O N S  A N D / O R  C O N C E R N S  A R E  T O  D I R E C T E D  T O  S S A 41i11111111 

Ë O R  D T O U  , F B I H Q  , 

B T  

! I l l  
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P A G E  4 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  N O T E / T I C K L E R  C O U N T : 

T H I S  T E L E T Y P E  R E Q U E S T S  C H I C A G O A N D  S A N  J U A N  T O  P R O V I D E  A C U R R E N T  
T H R E A T  A S S E S S M E N T  O F  C A P T I O N E D  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S , T O  I N C LD D E  T H E I R  
A C T I V I T I E S  I N  P U E R T O  R I C O  A N D  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S . A D D I T I O N A L L Y , 
C H I C A G O  A N D  S A N  J U A N I S  B E I N G  R E Q U E S T E D  T O  A D V I S E  I F  T H E Y  A R E  
A W A R E  O F  T H E  I D E N T I T I E S  O F  T H E P U E R T O  R I C A N  P R I S O N E R S  W H O  H A V E  
R E Q U E S T E D  C L E M E N C Y  . I F  R E C I P I E N T S  D O  N O T  H A V E  T H E  I D E N T I T I E S  O F  
T H E  I N D I V I D U A L S  R E Q U E S T I N G  C L E M E N C Y , T H E  D T O U  I S  T O  B E  A D V I S E D  
A N D  T H E  D O J  W I L L  B E  R E Q U E S T E D  T O  P R O V I D E  T H E  D A T A  . 

!:J-iL.. 
C O P Y  D E S I G N A T I O N S  : 

1 --
1 --
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lECT ION : NEWS ; PRI S ONE R . GOVERNMENT .  PUERTO RICO . POLITICAL PRISONER . Page A32 

ɰENGTH :  4 32 words 

iEADLINE : FALN CONVI CTS MAY BALK AT DEAL 

>YLINE : By Dan Mor r i s on . STAFF WRITER 

>ODY : 

Pres ident B i l l  C linton ' s offer to conunute the s entences of 1 6  imprisoned 
'uerto Rican nat i ona l i s t s  may come with too many s t rings attached, attorneys and 
'. riends of the p r is oners s a i d .  

r Many of t h e  p r i s oners , dedicated f ighters for t h e  i ndependence of Puerto )
l i c o ,  may bal k  a t  a requi rement that they s i gn a document promis ing to renounce 
:he use of violence " fo r  any purpos e ,  " the f riends s a i d .  

""'--11 I suspect that while mos t ,  i f  not a l l  of them w i l l  not pick u p  a gun again, 
:hey will not renounce the re levance of armed s t ruggle for the freedom of the i r  
)eople ,  " s a i d  Stanley Cohen, a Manhattan attorney who has represented most o f  
; h e  FALN pris one rs . J 

One C a r l o s  Albe rto Torre s ,  was not included in the 
)ffer -because he did not renounce violence at a past parole board said 
> ar ry Toiv, House pres s 

"He has an inunaculate record" in pri son, said Torre s  ' attorney , Jan Sus s l e r  
)f the People ' s  L a w  O f f i ce i n  Chicago . " It ' s  mind-bogg l ing . "  The 1 6  pri soners 
)e ing o f fered c l emency a re members o f  the FALN ( the Spanish acronym for Armed 
ɲorces for National Liberation )  , which t ried to further the cause of Puerto 
l i can independence through about 1 3 0  bombings that ki l led s ix people nationwide 
ind inj ured s eve ra l  others in the 1 9 7 0 s  and the early 1 9 8 0 s . 

S ome received s entences of up to 9 0  years . 

Though they w e r e  not implicated in the g r oup ' s  more serious acts ,  the 
1ctivi s t s  were g iven harsh · sentences for seditious conspiracy, which is defined 
'Y Blac k ' s  Law D i c t i onary as advocating the overthrow or reform of the 
JOVe rrnnent . 

Four people w e r e  k i lled in a bombing at the Fraunces Tavern in Manhattan and 
police officer was maimed at One Poli ce Plaza . 

Among the cond i t i ons that may keep the prisoners from accepting freedom i s  a 
'.ederal parole p rovis ion that bars them from associating with convicted felons -
.ncluding each othe r .  
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" The four women who are together i n  prison have more freedom of a s s ociat ion 
10w than if they s igned these cond i t i ons and went out on the s t reet - and two o f  
:hem are s i sters , "  Sus s l e r  s a i d ,  referring t o  s i sters Ida Luz Rodriguez and 
ɯlicia Rodrigue z  . 

Sussler s a id h e r  c l ients had long ago turned the i r  backs on a rmed rebe l l ion . 

"We ' ve discussed i t ,  " she s a i d .  "They have no intention of returning to 
;landest ine movement s  . "  The attorney has a s ked the Justice Department to a l low 
:he 16 to meet at a Chicago j a i l  to di scuss the offe r .  "The department i sn ' t  
;oing to approve that reques t ,  " s a i d  spokeswoman Chri s  Watne y .  "They don ' t  need 
:o be in the s ame room for that . "  

,ANGUAGE : ENGLISH 
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LENGTH : 7 7 1  words 

HEADLINE : FALN FREEDOM I SN ' T  FREE 

BODY : 
PRES I DENT C LINTON ' S  MOTIVES in offering clemency to 1 6  Puerto Rican 

t er roris t s  are bound t o  be bitterly debated for years to come . But this much 
s hould be uncont e st e d : He i s  1 0 0 %  right to set condit ions on the i r  freedom. 

The 16 are avowed members o f  the FALN , a pro-independence guerrilla fact ion 
t o  which law enforcement o f f i c i a l s  attribute at least 130 bombings and s even 
deaths . They were a r rested after an attack in 1 97 5  on Fraunces Tavern, the 
h i s toric lower Manhat tan restaurant . Four people were kil led and more than 60 
inj ured. 

Although the . group c l aimed respons ibi l i t y ,  none o f  the 16 was convicted of 
murde r or attempted murder .  They were found guilty o f  such crimes as sedit ious 
conspiracy, poss es s i on of an unreg i stered f i rearm and interstate t ransportation 
o f  a stolen veh i c l e . They received sentences ranging from 50 to 105 years . Mos t  
have s e rved 1 9  year s  behind bars • . 

C l inton has deci ded that the i r  sentences were di sproportionately harsh . But 
tha t does not make these individuals innocent . 

They have never d i s avowed the FALN ' s  terrorist tactics and reportedly rema in 
committed to the proɴindependence s t ruggle . Cl inton would be a fool to let them 
go w i thout requi ring them to renounce violence for any purpose and abide by 
condit ions of parole . 

Yet f r om the moment Cl inton announced his decis ion Aug . 1 1 ,  the misguided 
1ave l ined up to condemn any cond i t i ons on the prisoners ' release . Among the 
1aysaye r s  is ,Rep . Nydia Velazquez ( D-Brooklyn )  . " Placing conditions on them now 
is cont i nuation of the injustices that began almost two decades ago , "  she said . 

Perhaps she should t e l l  that to the s urvivors of the bombing whose inj uries 
lncluded blindnes s  and loss o f  l imbs or the families of the dead . 

" Th i s  i s  real l y  t ruly pandering to the • . Latino community, for the vote 
ɵhen Mrs . Clinton runs for the vacant seat o f  Patrick Moynihan, "  said former 
)etective Richard Pastore l l a ,  who wa s bl inded in the bombing . He spoke at a 
)res s  conference w i t h  Pol i ce Commi s s ioner Howard S a f i r ,  who urged Clinton not t o  
'make a n y  deals with terrorist s  . "  

The imprisoned FALN membe rs have been a cause celebr f rom the start . And i n  
:ecent weeks , such d i s tinguished persons as former President Jimmy Carter and 
: ardinal O '  Connor have appealed for the i r  release . But the FALN ' s  victims have 
to o rganized group, no ce lebr i t i e s  t a king up their cause . They have only the 
1 i t t e r  memories of fatherless childhoods , of shattered l ives spent in darkne s s  

· · : , .:· -·· 
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and in pain . 

The least t he v i c tims deserve the very least that must be required is that 
t he FALN pri soners r enounce violence and abide by parole . If they cannot do 
that , they do not deserve to be f ree . 

Bull y  for him! 

Eugene Assencao may have retired from the NYPD but once a cop, always a cop . 
Three Brooklyn store clerks , and who knows how many more potential victims of a 

·' robbery t r i o ,  can be thankful for that fact today . 

Assencao, 5 9 ,  now works for an a rmored car company . AboǪt 1 a . m .  
/

Sunday, he 
and his partner were driving past a 7 -Eleven in Sheepshead Bay, when something 
caught his attention . It was j us t  a guy standing in the s hadows outs ide the 
convenience s to r e , but Assencao ' s  police instincts kicked in, and he decided to 
check things out . Sure enough, a l i ttle drama was going on ins ide ; two men ,  one 
waving a gun, we re a s saulting three terri fied clerks . 

Assencao sprang t o  the rescue , getting out of his van and drawing his weapon . 
E'reez e ,  he told the bandi t s . " I  felt i f  the guy dropped the gun, i t  would end, " ,' . ' 
he said . "And I_ gave him that opt i on .  " 

Instead, the band i t  a imed his pistol at the good Samaritan . And Assencao shot 
1 im .  As the rescue r had, for all intents and purpose s ,  been · invited t o  do . The 
s econd creep sur rende red . 

Ever s ince he was a kid, Assencao explained, he couldn ' t  stomach bullies , he 
1ad to de fend t h e  de fense less . Qui t e  a courageous attitude . Would that it were 
5hared by more p e op l e  . 

-
Assencao , r e f e r ri n g  t o  retired officers as the c i ty ' s  " s i lent auxi liary ,  " 

>aid none of them should ever a llow s omeone to be victimi zed . 

The c i ty ought to g i ve him a special citation, not only for his act of 
ie ro ism the othe r n i g h t ,  but for being the kind of individual who gives more 
:han lip s e rvice to h i s  ideals . 

Gather ye , e r ,  rosebuds ? 

From the wires : SAUK C ITY, Wi s .  ( AP )  What many view as a mushy, smelly 
LUisance i s  t rea sure t o  s ome people a round this t ime o f  yea r .  They hitch up a 
ragon and head out t o  a cow pasture , ready to gather in the yearly crop of the 
. ocal specialty cow manure . 

In New York, i t ' l l be harve s t ed in the f a l l ,  when the s tate Leg i s l ature wil l  
Ǫ back in session. 
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HEADLINE : PLIGHT OF 1 5  NAT I ONALI STS GAIN MAINSTREAM SUPPORT IN I SLAND, ON 
MAINLAND; 
SEOULD U . S .  PARDON PUERTO R I C O  REBELS? 

BYLINE : DEBORAH RAMIREZ ; Staff Writer 

BODY : 
E ight yea r s  a g o ,  he s tood in a federal courtroom, left f i s t  c lenched in the 

a i r ,  shouting ' '  Pue rto Rico L ibre !  ' '  at the j udge who had j ust sentenced him to 
55 years in p r i s on .  

Today, he ' s  a model inmate , a soft-spoken, bespectacled man who t rans lates 
Mas s for Span i s h- speaking p r i sone rs at a medium- security penitentiary in 
Marianna . 

Henc e ,  the two faces of Juan Segarra , 4 7 ,  a Puerto Rican ' independent i sta 
convicted of mas te rminding a $ 7 . 1  mi l l ion Wells Fargo robbery in 1 9 8 3  . 

To the U . S .  gove rnment ,  he ' s  a hard-core terro r i s t  who should stay in pri son . 

To support e r s , he ' s  a pat riot , perhaps a misguided one , who deserves a second 
chance a fter a lmos t 1 2 yea rs behind bars . 

Segarra is one o f  15 fede ral inmates who view themselves as freedom f ighters 
in a ·private war to l iberate Pue rto R i c o ,  a U . S .  conunonwealth and pos s e s s ion for 
i lmost 1 0 0  yea r s  . 

3upporte rs are a s king Pre s i dent C l inton to pardon them. 

Long a cause c e l ebre for Puerto Rico ' s  radical l e f t ,  the campaign to free the 
5 eparat i s t s  is f a s t  a t t racting ma instream support in Puerto Rico and the 
na inland Uni ted States . 

Proponents now inc lude members of Congres s ,  a Catholic cardinal and the 
)ishops o f  Pue r t o  R i c o ,  manufacturers on the is land , Nobel Peace laureate s ,  two 
: o rme r Puerto Rican governors ,  and s ome leaders of Puerto Rico ' s  s tatehood 
ɭovement . 

ɮho are these imp r i s oned nat i ona l i s t s ?  

Once radical youths , they a re now middle-aged . Some are g randparent s .  Among 
:he i r  ranks a re t e a che r s , a broadcast j ourna l i s t ,  social workers , a church 
; ecretary, an a r t i s t  and seve ral t radesmen . 

They a re memb e r s  o f  two f ringe groups : Los Macheteros , or machete-wi e lde r s , 
tnd FALN , a Spani s h  acr onym for Armed Forces of National Libe ration .  
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I n  the 1 9 7 0 s  and 1 9 8 0 s ,  the g roups carried out bombings and commi tted other 
v i ol ent acts i n  Pue rto Rico and on the ma inland ,  hoping to incite rebe l lion or 
to intimidate Amer i can companies that did bus iness in Puerto Rico . They a l s o  
robbed banks a n d  other sources o f  c a s h  t o  finance their cause . 

S egarra admi t s  he helped plot the Wel l s  Fargo robbery in Hartford, Conn . At 
the t ime , it w a s  the second- largest cash he i s t  in U . S .  history . The money i s  "'\ 
sti l l  mi s s ing , a long with one of Segarra ' s  two a l leged accompl ices . 

' '  Looking b a c k ,  I think that I was a poor servant following a noble cause ,  ' '  
1e s a id i n  a recent interview at the pri son . 

I t  was a l s o  h i s  idea to use s ome of the money to buy toys for poor children 
)D Three Kings Day in 1 9 8 5 .  He said he was t rying to steer the Macheteros away 
:rom viol ence , to gain respectabi l i t y  in Puerto Ric o .  

' '  It w a s  not a moral i ssue for me , but a politically expedient one , ' '  said 
iega rra , dres s e d  in a beige p ri s on uni form, h i s  black ha ir flecked with gray . 

He s a i d  he no l onger be l i eves in violence as a means to obtain Puerto Rico ' s  
.ndependence . I n  that regard he i s  at odds with mos t  of the other prisoner s ,  who 
: a y  thei r past a c t s  are acceptable under international law, which recognizes 
, rmed s t ruggle i n  the fight against colonial ism . 

Al though Pue rto R i co i s  techni c a l l y  a U . S .  commonwealth, it is viewed as a 
: o lony by those who want to s ee it become an independent nation . That view is 
har e d  by the i r  po l i t i c a l  adversarie s ,  the leaders o f  Puerto Rico ' s  
'ro-statehood movement . 

The g roups d i s a g ree on whethe r Puerto Rico would be better off as the 5 1 s t  
t a t e , w i t h  ful l vot ing repre sentation in Congres s ,  o r  a s  a sovereign nat ion . 
ut even s ome s t a tehood advocates whi le s t re s s ing that they do not agree with 
he nationa l i s t s  ' methods or the i r  radical views a rgue that the 15 inmates a res 
i l l  i n  p r i son because o f  the i r  pol i t i cs . 

The s epara t i s t s  a r e  s e rving sentences ranging from 35 to 1 0 5  yea rs for bank 
obbery, conspi racy and related c r imes . Al ready, they have spent an average 1 5  
e a r s  behind b a r s  . 

' ' We think they have spent more t ime in prison than your average violent 
r imina l ,  and we want to put an end t o  that , ' '  said Will iam Riefkohl , vice 
r e s i dent of the Pue rto R i co Manufacturer s  As sociation, one of the g roups 
nvolved in the campa ign . 

Supporters know their campa ign is a hard sel l .  S i nce the 1 9 95 bombing of the 
ede ra l  bui lding in Oklahoma C i t y ,  dome s t i c  terrorism has become a maj or 
ɫ t i onal s ecur i t y  concern . Law enforcement officials and some prominent PuertoR 
2ans say that is why the 15 should stay behind bars . 

' '  Society has the right to punish terrorists more aggre s s ivel y  than common 
r imina l s ,  ' '  s a i d  Jorge Ams e l l e ,  communications directbr for the Center for 
ɬua l Oppo rtunity, a Washington, D . C .  , think tank . 

C a r l o s  Romero Barce l o ,  Puerto R i co ' s  non-voting delegate in Congres s ,  said 
Linton should not cons ider pa rdons for the j ai l ed nationalists unles s  they 
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r€nounce pol i t i ca l  violenc e . 

' ' As i t  i s ,  they s t i l l  pose a threat to society and particularly to innocent 
p€ople, ' '  s a i d  Rome r o  Barcel o ,  a former governor of Puerto Rico . 

A precedent e xi s t s  in Arnerican h i s t ory for the independence supporters . 

President Jimmy Carter pardoned five Puerto Rican nationa l i s t s  in 1 9 7 7  and 
1 97 9 ,  after they had spent almost 3 0  yea r s  in p rison for violent pol itical act s  . 
Jne of them, O s c a r  Col l a z o ,  tried to assass inate Pres ident Harry T ruman in 1 9 5 0 . 
rhe othe r s , led by Lolita Lebron, opened fire on the House of Representatives 
from the v i s i tors g a l le r y ,  wounding five congres smen, in 1 954 . 

The campai gn to win pardons for those separatists was s imi l a r  to the one 
Jeing waged now on beha l f  of a second generation of ' '  freedom f ighters . ' '  

In the past two y e a r s ,  the White House has received 2 0 0 ,  0 0 0  postcards as king 
Eor the pri s one r s  ' release . Most of them are from Puerto Rico o r  Puerto Rican 
:ommuni t i e s  w i t h i n  the mainland United States . But the prisone r s  ' supporters 
1ave also captured the attent ion of some high-profile outs i ders . 

I n  Decembe r ,  1 0  Nobel Prize winners , inc luding South African Archbishop 
)esmond Tutu , and Coretta Scott King, the widow of s lain civil r i ghts leader 
1artin Luther King J r  . ,  s i gned an open letter in The Washington Post ,  as king 
: linton for amne s t y  for the pri soners . That same month, a group of religious 
leaders led by the United Church of Chr i s t ,  a predominant l y  whi t e  Protestant 
ienomination, i s s ued a s imi lar pub l i c  appeal . 

· 

A l l  th i s  i s  happening against the backdrop of the U . S .  Congre s s  ' renewed 
_nterest in Pue r t o  R i co ' s  pol itical status . 

A b i l l  now be fore the House would require Puerto Ricans to go to the pol l s  at 
.east once eve ry 1 0  yea r s , unt i l  either statehood or independence receives a 
laj o r i ty vote . 

I f  the b i l l  becomes law, Puerto Ricans would conduct a refe rendum next year t 
te l O Oth annive r s a ry o f  the U . S .  t a keover of Puerto Rico during the 1 8 9 8  
:pan i sh-American W a r  . 

Supporters a rgue that the 1 5  j ai led nat ional ists should be released in any 
· ood- faith e f f o r t  to determine Puerto Rico ' s  future . 

' '  Puerto Rico i s  approaching a crit ical era,  ' '  said Lui s  Davi l a  Colon, a 
•ro-s tatehood corrunentator and lawyer in Puerto Rico . ' '  These people must be 
nse rted into t h e  deco loniz ation proces s ,  without condoning the violence they 
ommitted . ' '  

But c r i t ics s ay t h i s  i s  the worst t ime t o  free the nationa l i s t s  . Puerto Rico 
:ay be moving toward s t atehood, an option that has gained support among Puerto 
.i can voters ove r the l a s t  30 years . In comparison ,  independence obtained less 
han 5 percent o f  the vote in a 1 9 9 3  refe rendum in Puerto Rico . 

' ' How a r e  the se individua l s  going to react when statehood becomes even more 
i ke l y ?  ' '  Ams e l l e  s a i d .  
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The 1 5  separa t i s t s  typi fy the violent f ringe of Puerto Rico ' s  independence 
movement .  

Neither the Machete ros nor FALN ever had more than a few dozen hard-core 
members and supporters , law enforcement officials say . Some of the groups ' acts 
wer e  amateur i s h . 

In the late 1 9 8 0 s ,  the Machet e ros f i red an anti-tank mis s ile at FBI 
headqua rters in Hato Rey, Pue rto Rico . It hit the deserted offices of the U . S .  
Agr icul t ure Depa rtment , one floor below . 

On Three Kings Day in 1 9 8 5 ,  Macheteros dressed up as the three wise men and 
d i s t ributed toys , purchased with stolen We l l s  Fargo money, to poor chi ldren in 
H a r t ford . FBI agents s tood nearby taking their picture s ,  and the three wi s e  men 
were later arre s te d  for the ir roles in the $ 7 . 1  mi l lion robbe r y .  

Armed FALN members stormed a Carter-Mondale campaign off i c e  in Chicago in 
1 9 8 0  and spray-painted on the wal l ,  ' ' No Statehood for Puerto Rico .  ' '  No one was 
hurt in the a t tac k .  

3ut both groups have blood o n  the ir hands . 

The Mache t e ro s  sprayed gunfire on a Navy bus in Sabana Seca , Pue rto Rico , in 
1 9 7 9 ,  k i l l i ng two Ame rican sailors . The group said the attack was in retal iation 
for the death o f  a Puerto Ri can independence supporter who was found hanged in 
1is p r i s on cel l  whi l e  serving s ix months for t respass ing on Navy property in 
;ue r t o  Rico . 

The FALN took c redit for the bombing of Fraunces Tavern restaurant in 
1anhattan in 1 97 5 ,  which ki l led four people . A fifth FALN victim died in anothe r 
)Ombing in Chicago . 

None o f  the 1 5  now see king pa rdons was convicted of kill ing or harming 
tnyone . But the g ove rnment suspects s ome we re involved in the fatal a ttacks . 
Շlthough they did not have enough evidence to convict anyone on the more se rious 
:harges , prosecutors used what evidence they had to argue for longer pri son 
> entences on the lesser crimes . Some o f  the 1 5  ended up with sentences 1 0  t imes 
:he fede ral ave rage for the i r  crimes . 

' '  The s e  are people who have been in prison longer than drug dealers and 
turdere r s ,  ' '  s a i d  Davila Colon ,  the pro-statehood advocate . ' '  I think Puerto 
.i cans see this and are dis turbed by i t .  ' '  

Segarra has an unl i kely backg round for a terrorist . He is the son of an upper 
.iddl e-class fam i l y  from Puerto Rico . H i s  father and brothe r are lawye rs , and 
egarra s tudied public administrat ion at Harvard University.  He is ma r ri ed. and 
as t hree children . 

reputed former playboy,  S ega rra has become religious in j a i l  . 

He gets up at 5 a . m . , he said,  to pray and medi tate be fore reporting to work . 
e i s  a purchas ing clerk in a prison furniture factor y .  He participates in 
eekly praye r  mee t ings and s e rvices . 
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Segar ra s a i d  he ' s  lucky his wi fe nas remained loyal despite the i r  12-year 
separat ion, which i ncludes the three years he was detained wi thout bond before 
his 1 9 8 9  t ri a l  . 

' ' Juan is an exceptional human be ing, a profound inte l lect ,  a g reat 
humani s t ,  ' '  s a i d Orlando Fore s t i e r ,  leader of a group of supporters in Orlando 
who are l obbying for Sega rra ' s  relea se . ' '  It  ' s  a shame a talent l i ke his i s  
being was ted in p r i s on .  ' '  

Prosecutors , though , s a id Segarra was mot ivated by ego and delus ions of 
g randeu r ,  not c oncern for his homeland . 

In March ,  when Segarra became e l igible for parole , a prison supervisor 
t es t ified that Sega r ra was a person whom he would not mind having as a neighbo r . 
The parole boa r d ,  howeve r ,  rej ected the reques t . 

In a written dec i s ion , the board said the U . S .  government holds Segarra 
respons ible for the deaths of the two U . S .  sai l ors in 1 9 7 9 ,  even though he was 
not charged in the attac k .  

The next t im e  Sega rra w i l l  be cons ide red for parole w i l l  be i n  2 0 1 2 ,  when he 
will be 62 . 

' ' I l eave this up to eve rybody ' s  own sense of j ustice ,  ' '  he said . ' ' I s  it 
fair for s omeone to do t ime for something they weren ' t  convicted of ? '  ' 

GRAPHIC : PHOTO , S t a f f  photo/URSULA E .  SEEMANN ; ( color)  Juan Segarra , 4 7 ,  a 
Puerto Ri can nat iona l i s t ,  is serving 55 years for a $ 7 . 1  mi l l ion We l l s  Fargo 
robbery in 1 9 8 3  . 

LOAD- DATE : October 5 ,  1 9 97 

Obtained by Judicial Watch, Inc. Via FOIA



* * * * - & - - - - - ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

NN 

** 7 PAGES 1 9 1  LՈ .:) JOB 4 6 9 5 3  1 0 0 4 XG 
** 4 : 02 P . M .  STARTED 4 : 02 P . M .  ENDED 0 9 / 0 3 / 9 9  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * * * *  

* * *  * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * * * *  

* 

* * * * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

*EEEEE N N DDDD 
** E N N D D 

- - *  * * *  

* E *N D D 
** EEE N N N D D 

* E N NN D D * 

* *E N N D D 
* " EEEEE N N DDDD 

k * * * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * * * *  

( * *  * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * * * *  

h7G 
END T O :  

JEH F B I  BLDG 
9 3 5  PENNSYLVANIA AVE NW 
WASHINGTON , DISTR I CT OF COLUMBIA 2 0 5 3 5  

Obtained by Judicial Watch, Inc. Via FOIA



PRINT· DOC REQUES TED : SE PTEMBER 3 ,  i o a g  1 0 0 4 XG 
l DOCUMENT PR INT E D  
9 PRINTED PAGES 

blu 
:END TO ­

FBI 
JEH FBI BLDG 
935 PENNSYLVANIA AVE NW 
WASHINGTON DI STRICT OF COLUMBIA 2 0 5 3 5  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 0 4 0 8 0 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Obtained by Judicial Watch, Inc. Via FOIA



DATE : SE PTEMBER 3 ,  1 9 9 9  

CLIENT : 
L IBRARY : NEWS 

FILE : CURNWS 

YOUR SEARCH REQUEST I S  : 
( FALN AND RENOUNCE AND VIOLENCE ) 

NUMBER OF STOR IES FOUND WITH YOUR REQUEST THROUGH : 
LEVEL 1 .  . .  1 8 5  

Obtained by Judicial Watch, Inc. Via FOIA



PAGF. 2 
1 8 2N D  STORY of Le\ ' printed in FULL format . 

Cop yright 1 9 98 The Houston Chronicle Publi shing Company 
The Houston Chronicle 

June 0 7 , 1 9 9 8 ,  Sunday 2 STAR EDIT ION 
Correction Appended 

SECTION : A; P g . 1 

LENGTH : 3 2 1 2  words 

ՉEADLINE : PRI SONERS OF CONSCIENCE ; 
)espite acts o f  v i o l ence , 1 5  Pue rto Ricans who want their homel and independent 
say pol i t i c s  keeps them locked up 

30URCE : S t a f f  

3YLINE : TONY FREEMANTLE 

)ATELINE : MARION , I l l  . 

30DY : 
MARION ,  I l l  . - When he looks in a mirro r ,  Oscar Lopez Rivera sees a 

niddle-age freedom f ighter facing the res t  of h i s  l i fe behiՊd bars for trying t o  
L iberate h i s  b e l oved nat ive land from the g rip o f  its colonial oppres s or . 

He sees a man impri soned for his political beliefs , a man who emba rked on an 
Ջrmed s t rugg l e  o u t  o f  nece s s ity, not choice , but who harbors no regrets about 
3acrificing t h e  l a s t  1 8  years of his l i fe to that decision . 

The image s e e n  by his captors and the agents of the U . S .  government who put 
1im behind ba r s , howeve r,  i s  somewhat different . 

To the Depar tment of Justice,  Lope z Rive ra , prisoner # 8 7 6 5 1 - 02 4 ,  i s  a 
:erro ri s t ,  p l a in and simple . In the late 1 97 0 s  and ea rly 1 9 8 0s he and his 
:ompadres embarked on a campa ign of bombings and robberies and conspired to use 
force t o  bring to an end the U . S .  stewardship of Puerto Rico . 

For those a ct s ,  Lope z Rivera and 1 4  other Pue rto Rican independistas have 
3pent the ma j or p a rt of the last 20 years in s ome of America ' s  most we l l- known 
)enitent iaries a n d  many are not yet a third of the way through the i r  sentences . 
rhe ir mot ivat ion may have been politi cal , the gove rnment concedes . And they may 
1ave been, a s  one prosecutor remembe rs , the mos t  principled, honest and 
iedicated group o f  people he has eve r put behind bars . 

But o f f i c i a l  d o gma holds that the re are no political prisone rs in America, 
)nly crimina l s  . The i ndependistas used bombs and a rmed robbery t o  wage a war 
igainst the gove rnment . For that , they were tried and convicted of seditious 
;onspi racy and w eapons o f fenses and put away for a long time . A very long t ime . 

Lope z Rive r a ,  who i s  5 5 ,  is doing 7 0  years , most o f  them in virtual sol i tary 
;onfinement . E l i z am E s cobar ,  4 0 ,  a writer and artist whose work is acclaimed 
:hroughout Latin Ame rica , is doing 60 years . Ricardo Jimene z ,  4 2 ,  who runs an 
ՌI DS/HIV awarenes s  and education program at the federal penitentiary in 
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Lewisbur g ,  Pa . ,  i s  not scheduled for release unt i l  the middle of the next 
century . 

Taken togethe r ,  the 15 Puerto Ri can nat i onalists - none o f  whom were direct ly 
l inked t o  a p a r t i cular incident i n  which people were killed or wounded - were 
s entenced to an average of 7 0 . 2  years in pri son . That i s  almost 6 0  years longer 
than the average sentence for all violent federal crimes committed during that 
s ame pe riod, inc luding kidnapping and murde r .  

Afte r serving 1 0  o r  1 2  years , three prisoners who sought parole were turned 
down and told not to come back fo r another 1 5 ;  one was told not to bother coming 
back . The res t  have refused to even request parole . 

None of t h em has d i savowed the i r  actions . Most offe red no defense at trial . 
I n  fact , if they were f reed tomo rrow, Lopez Rivera vowed from behind the bars at 
M a rion, the f i ght would cont i nue . 

" I  have no regrets for serving a noble caus e ,  but . • . there has been a lot 
o f  pain and a l ot of suffering ,  " he said . "Would we be will ing to renounce the 
s t ruggle for Pue rt o  Rico ' s  independence to get out of j ai l ?  I wi l l  never do 
that . "  

And there i n  l i e s  the conundrum for President Cl inton . He has been pet it ioned 
to free the the p r i s oners by hundreds o f  thousands o f  Puerto Ricans , five Nobe l 
Peace Prize laureates , international human rights advocates .  and emiss aries 
represent ing mi l l ions o f  Christians who bel ieve that, regardless of the 
pol i tics , the independistas have done enough time . 

As the gove rnment ' s  attorneys inves t i gate the me rit of a clemency 
app l i cat ion, the pol i t ical cl imate in Washington seems to be warming to 
reso lving the Puerto Rican "problem, " which includes not only the is land ' s  
pol itical status , but the incarce ration of its unrepentant pat riots . 

"We take the petit ions very s e r i ous l y ,  " said a senior White House s ource . 
"They are act ive l y  and seriously be ing cons idere d .  " 

The courtyard at the Cent ro Cultural Eugenio Maria de Hostos in Mayague z ,  
Puerto Rico,  was the sett ing one sultry May evening for a gathering o f  
Lntel lectuals and students who be l ieve the only way to save the ir identitie s ,  
: he i r  culture , the i r  nation i s  f o r  Pue rto Rico to become independent . 

The man they had come to l i s ten to was one of the movement ' s  great heroes , 
Ղafael Cancel M i randa . 

" This i s  our N e l s on Mande la ,  " gushed an attorney while the obj ect of his 
1 f fection s l apped backs , clearly s avoring his status as icon . 

Even those Puerto Ricans who do not approve o f  the man or his bel ie fs ,  
rrudging ly admi r e  Cancel Mi randa and his three nationalist compatriots who i n  
. 9 5 4 etched the i r  names i n  infamy b y  storming the U . S .  House of Representat ive s ,  
infurling nat i onal flags and opening fire with pistols . Five lawma kers were 
rounded as they dived under the i r  desks . 
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The four - Cancel Mi randa , Lolita Lebron, Andres Figeroa and I rving Flores -
Here sentenced t o  lengthy pri son terms . 

They each spent 2 5  years behind bars unt i l  pa rdoned by President Carter in 
1 97 9 .  Oscar C o l l a z o ,  who was convicted in 1 9 5 0  of trying to kill Pres ident 
rrՃՄan, was a l so pardoned . 

" I  was in Alcatra z ,  Marion, Leavenworth , "  Cancel Miranda said in an interview 
>t his smal l  house in the v i l lage of Cabo Roj o .  "The Harvard, Yale and Princeton 
) f  American p r i s ons . " 

At 67 , he i s  no l onger the f i rebrand of h i s  youth, but his blood is boil ing 
'I.ga in . 

Ear l i e r  thi s yea r ,  the U . S .  House of Representatives, by one tenuous vote , 
l.pproved a law that w i l l  give Puerto Ricans , once again, the right to decide 
:he i r  fut u re . If the Senate fol lows sui t ,  there could be a vote to choose 
; tatehood ,  the s tatus quo or independence . 

The l a s t  t ime Puerto Ricans performed thi s  exercise was in 1 9 9 3  when no 
:act ion could w i n  the maj ority needed to change thing s ,  and independence 
1 t tracted only 4 percent of the vote . For a l l  the i r  fervo r ,  pass ion and 
iedication, t h e  chances a re s l im that the independistas cause will fare much 
)etter t h i s  t ime . 

S ome Puerto Ri cans mai ntain that there i s  a conspi racy by the United States 
:o econom i ca l l y  ens l ave the is land so that it would be suicide to seve r ties . 
>ome maintain that 5 0 0  years of colonial domination has created a nat iona l 
)Sychos i s  of dependency . 

" For 4 0 0 yea r s  under Spain and for 1 0 0  years under the United States,  (we ) 
lave been told f r om the moment we get up to the moment we go to bed that 
. ndependence is bad , that it is ana rchic , that Puerto Ricans will dest roy each 
Jthe r ,  " said Lui s  N ieves Fa lcon , an eminent San Juan sociologist and ardent 
; upporter of the nat i onalists . " Can you be ama zed that people who have been 
; ubj ected on a d a i l y  bas i s  to the negat ion of independence don ' t  have more 
;upport for i t ? "  

More ma ins t r e am thinking holds that the maj ority o f  people e ither favor 
;tatehood or Pue rto Rico ' s  current s tatus as a s e l f-governing commonwealth of 
:he Unit e d  State s ,  whose people can vote in pol i t ical primaries but not gene ral 
! l ect ions and who have a voice in the House of Representatives but no vote . 

Carlo Rome lo Ba rce lon ( SEE CORRECTION ) ,  the is land ' s  representative in 
:ongress , knows the only way he gets to vote is i f  Puerto Rico become s the 5 l s t  
;tate . 

" I  represent 3 . 5  mi l l i on peop l e ,  more than any other congre ssman and I can ' t  
·ote , "  Romelo s a id . "We are disenfranchised . We are not parti cipating in the 
lemocracy . "  

Among internationa l scholar s ,  human rights experts and legal expe rts , there 
.s  consensus tha t ,  in fact if not in name , a colonial re lat ionship exists 
1etween the United States and Puerto Rico , and that as such the people have the 
· i ght to s t rugg l e  for s e l f -determinat ion . 
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But the independistas who made that struggle the i r  life ' s  work have labored 
largely in obs cur i t y .  Vi l i fied and dismissed by the world ' s  most powe rful and 
influent i a l  democracy, the i r  movement never achieved the internationa l attention
o f  the ant i -apa r theid e f fort in South Africa , o r  The Troubles in Northern 
I re land . 

This was the impe rat ive that drove FALN members and the nat ionalists who came 
before them, l i ke Cancel M i randa , to embark on a campaign o f  violence . To be 
heard, the Pue r t o  Ri cans felt they would have to make noise . 

So they started sett ing o f f  bombs in Chicago and New York and San Juan . And 
they started robbing armored cars and spending the money on social programs in 
the barrios . 

" Ideological violence has to be unde rstood for what it i s ,  " Lopez Rivera 
sai d .  " In the colonial reality,  the violence perpetrated against the people is 
rrever measured o r  t a l ked about . But it is more detrimental to the society and 
nore nefa r ious than pol i t i cal violence . To fight this violence you have to use 
violence . 

"There was a r i s k .  I f  you are engaging in polit ical mi l itary action , you 
:annot cove r a l l  the va riab les . But there was not a s ingle action we took where 
there was the pos s ib i l i t y  of loss of human l i fe . It is sel f-de feating if human 
l i fe is lost . "  

It was a beau t i fu l ,  uns easonably warm day 2 3  years ago in January when Frank 
:onnor ,  a young New York City banker with a wife and two small boys , was kil led 
)y a terrorist bomb whi l e  eat ing lunch at the famed Fraunces Tavern in 
1anhattan . 

He had been expecting a routine day and wanted to be back home in t ime to 
; hare the lasagna his w i fe was making in honor of the boys ' recent birthdays . 

Instead, by that evening the newspapers were l i s t ing him as a victim o f  a 
)Omb placed outs ide the tavern by extremists seeking the l iberat ion o f  Puerto 
Յi co, and h i s  young fami l y  was gather ing to grieve and begin as king themse lves 
1uestions to whi c h  they p robably will never find answers . 

"He didn ' t  have anything to do with Puerto Rico, " said Joe Connor, who was 9 
;hen h i s  father died and i s  now a 3 2 - year-old banker in New York City . "There is 
io correlation between Pue rto Rican independence and blowing up innocent people 
ln a restaurant . "  

What seems to e a t  away at Joe and h i s  brothe r Tom, 34 and also a banker ,  is 
:hat whi l e  the Armed Forces o f  National Liberat ion, known by its Spanish acronym 
"ALN , claimed re spons ibi l it y  for the explos ion, no individual members were t ied 
:o the crime . 

' " '  . .  
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A lot o f  people are spending a lot of t ime in j ai l  for crimes that may have 
inc l uded the o ne that k i l led the i r  fathe r ,  but they still don ' t  know who made 
the devi l i sh d evice or who detonated i t .  

Lopez Rive r a  ·deni e s  h e  had anything to do with i t ;  the act i on bore no 
resemblance t o  any o f  the 1 3 0  incidents h i s  g roup acknowledged being involved 
1Yith . 

The Connors couldn ' t  care less . They have no problem with people struggl ing 
to shrug off the constra ints of colonial rule . But Lopez Rivera and his f riends 
Nere members of the FALN , and the FALN k i l led the i r  fathe r, they say . Clemency 
Ls not an opt i on . 

" I  ' ve never heard any one of these people expres s  remorse or apologies for 
vhat they have done ,  " Joe Connor said . "As far as I am concerned; they are 
>erving a j us t  s entence . In my opinion . . . politics is not an excuse to ki l l  
) r  commit v i o l ence . "  

After the i r  father was killed,  the Connor fami ly concentrated on heal ing and 
;urviving , not hate or pol it i cs . 

But about e ight years ago , Joe Connor began researching and writ ing letters 
: o  the government , t rying to answer some of the questions s t i l l  hanging over 
iim. 

" I t  hurts when you rea l i ze your father was k i lled and it ' s  basically been 
'orgotten ,  " h e  s a i d . " I t  ma kes you feel that s omehow his l i fe was meaning les s ,  
m d  that ' s  n o t  r i ght . "  

Joe Connor ha s taken a part i cular inte rest in W i l l iam Morales , arrested after 
t bomb he was ma king blew off his hands , because he is beyond the reach o f  the 
.aw.  Mora les e s caped in 1 9 7 9  and now l ives in exile in Cuba . 

But he has a l s o  researched the trail o f  dest ruct ion and mayhem left behind by 
tembers of the FALN , who were hunted down with a s ingularity of purpose . For 
tine yea r s ,  the group ' s  bombs were di rected at pol i t ical and mi litary targets , 
nc luding the 1 9 7 4  blast that took the eye of a pol i ce officer and the Fraunces 
'ave rn incident that k i l l ed four and wounded 6 0  . 

"These were real c rime s ,  " said Jeremy Margo l i s ,  a U . S .  
hos tage s ,  
know where 

long 

Attorney who 
,rosecuted mos t  o f  the i ndependistas . "When you take place bombs in 
·u ildings and subways and k i l l  people who don ' t  even Puerto Rico i s ,  
hat ' s  a c r ime plain and s impl e  . Were they given ve ry sentences? Yes . They 
e s e rved them .  " 

Margo l i s  and the Connor brothers be lieve a j ust cause does not va lidate 
n j us t  acts . Even Amnesty Internationa l ,  the g l obal human rights organizat ion, 
raws the l ine o f  legit imacy at the use o f  violence to achieve pol itical goals . 

" There are t rue pol i t i cal pri soners throughout the world,  " said Tom Connor ,  
and call ing t h e s e  people pol i t i cal prisoners does the real political prisoners 

d i s service . There a re no pol i t i cal pri soners in this country . "  
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Officially,  he is correct . 

This i s  a cons tit utional democracy, the argument goes , in which those see king 
to change the p o l i t ical o r  s ocial orde r have the means to do so in a lega l ,  
nonviolent manne r .  T h e  p a t h  t o  independence f o r  Pue rto Rico , f o r  instance, l eads 
through Congress and the cour t s ,  not bomb laboratories and underground pol itical 
cel l s  . 

I t  is iron i c ,  though, writes American University law Profe ssor Nicholas 
Kitt rie in Rebe l s  with a Cause : The Mind and Morality of Political Offenders , 
tbat a nation w i th such a r i ch hi story o f  "dissent , civi l disobedience , 
diss idence , rebe l l ion and revolution" has consis tent ly sought to "downplay o r  
even ove rlook t h e  very exis tence of political o f fenses and o f fenders on these 
shores . "  

Kittrie a s s e r t s  that " f rom colonial t imes to the present " there is a 
formidable l i s t  o f  people j ai led in the United States for pol itical offens e s  . 

Those on t he l i s t  who are currently imprisoned, their defenders claim, 
include Lopez Rivera ; Amer i can I ndian Movement member Leonard Pe ltier,  serving a 
l i fe sentence f o r  the shoo t i ng death o f  a federal o f ficer at the 1 97 3  siege o f  
Նounded Knee ; Mumia Abu- Jama l ,  a former Black Panther who is under a death 
3 entence for s ho o ting a Phi ladelphia police office r ;  and former Roman Cathol i c  
)riest Ph i l l i p  Berrigan, an anti -war protester who i s  serving a two-year 
3enten.ce for damaging a U . S .  Navy warship . 

According t o  the Inte rfaith Pri sone rs of Conscience Proj ect,  which ope rates 
inder the auspi c e s  o f  the Nationa l Counci l  of Churches ,  there are about 1 5 0  
)eople in U . S .  p r i s ons who c ould b e  classi fied a s  po lit ical pri soners . 

"The re is n o  ques t i on that in the Uni ted States today the re are pol i tical 
>risoners , "  s a i d  the Rev . M i chael Yasutake , an Episcopal priest from Chicago who 
ieads the Inte r f a ith proj ect . " I f  we define a political prisoner as one who has 
>een convicted by the U . S .  government for his or her be liefs , associations and 
>ractices , how c an there be any quest i on ? "  

Nat ive Ame ricans fighting f o r  the i r  s ove reignty, nuns j a iled f o r  protest ing 
1uclear wa r,  Vie tnam veterans opposing the wa r they served in, Afri can-Americans 
1ushing for a place in the ma ins t ream. I f ,  the ir supporters say, they are 
e rving time for deeds comm i tted in the pursuit of their ideals , they are 
•olitical pri s oners . 

And on a bright spring day recently, supporters of the causes marched through 
.ownt own Washington to the White House to de liver the mes sage . 

One o f  them was Ange l a  Davis , the mil itant Black Panther who was j a il ed for 
6 months in 1 97 2  for her part in the attempted prison es cape of fel low mi l i tant 
eorge Jackson . She was eventual l y  acquitted and today is a professor at the 
n ivers i t y  of Ca l i fornia at Santa Cruz . 

"What we have to deal with i s  the inabi l i ty of most people to think 
r i t ically about what is happening in this country, " she sa i d .  "Of course there 
re people in p r ison speci fically for their polit ical bel iefs and activities 

Obtained by Judicial Watch, Inc. Via FOIA



The Hous ton Chr le June 0 7 ,  1 9 9 8 ,  Sunday 

and as l ong as the gove rnment refuses to ac knowledge this , we have to keep on 
bui l d ing a movement that w i l l  br ing down the walls . "  

For Oscar Lop e z  Rivera ,  the argument ove r whether he is a political prisoner 
is moot . He did what he had to do and it i s  simply his fate that gave him the 
nost powe rfu l  na t ion on e a rth as an enemy . 

"America is the worst place to be a pol itical prisone r ,  " he said . "The 
Խrima ry reason t here is s o  l ittle focus on us as pol itical prisoners is that the 
:olon i z e r  we are fighting is the United State s ,  and we mus t  not underes timate 
1ow power ful t h e  U . S .  can be in bringing attent ion to an issue . If the U . S .  
jecides there are po l i tical prisone rs in China , or Cuba, or that Tibet has the 
right to s e l f-de t e rminat ion, then the rest of the world takes notice . 

" I t ' s  a question o f  who i s  doing the defining . We have been defined by the 
J . S .  as a lmos t  an i r re l evant i s sue . And so that ' s  what we are . " 

The Pue rto Rico 1 5  

DYLCIA PAGAN , 5 1  I n  cus tody s ince : Apr i l  4 ,  1 9 8 0 . Convictions : I n  1 9 8 1  of 
; e ditiou s  conspi racy , armed robbery,  firearms charges . Sentence : 5 5  years . 

ELIZAM E S COBAR , 5 0  In custody s ince : April 4 ,  1 9 8 0 . Convict ions : I n  1 9 8 1  o f  
;edit ious conspi racy, armed robbe ry, firearms charges . Sentence : 6 0  years . 

I DA LUZ RODRI GUE Z ,  4 7  In custody s ince : Apr i l  4 ,  1 98 0 . Convictions : In 1 9 8 1  
i f  sedit ious consp i racy, a rmed robbe ry, f i rearms charges . Sentence : 7 5  years . 

ADOLFO MATOS , 4 7  I n  custody s ince : Apr i l  4 ,  1 9 80 . Convictions : I n  1 9 8 1  of 
:edit ious conspi racy, armed robbe ry, weapons charges . Sentence : 7 0  years . 

CARMEN VALEN T I N ,  52 I n  custody s ince : April 4 ,  1 9 8 0 .  Convictions : In 1 9 8 1  o f  
e d i t ious conspi racy, armed robbe ry, firearms charges . Sentence : 9 0  years . 

CARLOS ALBERTO TORRE S ,  4 5  In cus tody s ince : April 4 ,  1 9 8 0 . Convi ct ions : In 
9 8 1  o f  sedit ious conspiracy , a rmed robbery, firearms charges . Sentence : 7 0  
e a r s  . 

R I CARDO JIMENE Z ,  4 2  I n  custody s ince : April 4 ,  1 9 8 0 . Convict ions : In 1 9 8 1  of 
e di t i ous conspi racy , armed robbe ry, firearms charges . Sentence : 90 years . 

AL:CIA RODR IGUE Z ,  4 4  I n  cus tody s ince : April 4 ,  1 9 80 . Convict ions : In 1 9 8 1  
f sedit i ous conspi racy, a rmed robbe ry, f i rearms charges . Sentence : 5 5  years . 

LUI S  ROSA, 3 7  I n  custody s ince : Apr i l  4 ,  1 9 8 0 . Convictions : In 1 9 8 1  of 
edi t i ous conspi racy, armed robbery, weapons charges . Sentence : 7 5  years . 

OSCAR LOPEZ R I VERA, 5 5  I n  cus tody s ince : May 2 7 ,  1 9 81 . Convictions : In 1 9 8 1  
f sedit ious cons p i racy, a rmed robbery,  and weapons charges ; and in 1 98 7  for 
s ing a t e lephone to promote unlawful activit y .  Sentence : 55 years in 1 9 8 1 ;  1 5  
ears i n  1 9 8 7 . T e rms a re consecutive . 
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PAGԾ 9 
The Houston Chr( le June 0 7 ,  1 9 9 8 ,  Sunday 

ALEJANDRINA TORRES ,  5 8  I n  custody s ince : June 2 9 ,  1 9 8 3 .  Convictions : 
Seditious con s p i racy,  pos sess ion of fi rearms , unlawful storage of explosives . 
S entence : 3 5  yea r s ,  p lus 5 years probation . 

E DWIN CORTE S ,  4 3  I n  custody s i nce : June 2 9 ,  1 9 8 3 . Convict ions : Sedit ious 
conspi racy, poss e s s i on of fi rearms , unlawful storage of explosive s ,  conspiracy 
to commi t a rmed robbery . Sentence : 3 5  years , plus five years probation . 

ALBERTO RODRIGUEZ ,  4 5  I n  custody s i nce : March 2 1 ,  1 9 8 6 .  Convict ions : 
Seditious conspi racy, conspi racy to commit a rmed robbery, firearms possession.  
Sentence : 3 5  yea rs , plus f ive years probation . 

ANTONIO COMACHO NEGRON, 5 2  In custody s ince : March 2 1 ,  1 9 8 6 .  Convictions : 
Conspi ring t o ,  and t ransporting stolen money across state l ines . Sentence : 1 5  
yea r . Neg ron was released earlier this year a fter serving 1 2  years , but i s  back 
in detention because he refused to comply with the condit ions of his releas e .  

JUAN SEGARRA PALMER , 4 8 . I n  custody since : Aug . 3 0 ,  1 9 8 5 .  Convictions : Bank 
robbery, conspiracy to commit bank robbe ry and t ransportation of stolen money 
across s tate l ine s . S entence : 55 years . 

CORRECT I ON-DATE : June 1 0 ,  1 9 9 8 

CORRECT I ON :  
CORRECT I ON :  The name o f  Puerto Rico ' s  representative to Washington was 
nisspe l l ed in thi s  s t o r y .  His name is Carlos Rome ro-Barcelo . 

ԿRAPH I C :  Photos : 1 .  Oscar Lopez Rivera ( color ) ;  2 .  Gravesite of Andres 
figueroa Cordero ( color ) ;  3 .  Ra fael Cancel Mi randa ( b/w, p .  1 6  ) ;  4 .  
!\bandoned bu i l di n g  i n  Old San Juan , Puerto Rico ( b/w, p .  1 6  ) ;  Graph : 5 .  The 
Puerto Rico 1 5  ( TEXT , p .  1 6  ) ;  1 - 4 . Steve Ueckert I Chroni cle, 5 .  B . C .  Oren I 
:hroni c l e  

LANGUAGE : ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE : June 1 2 , 1 9 9 8  
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1 8  1ST STORY of L 1 printed in FULL format . 

The Associated Press State & Local Wire 

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The As sociated Press . These 
mate ria l s  may not be republ i shed wi thout the express written consent of The 
Ass ociated Pre s s  . 

August 1 1 ,  1 9 9 9 ,  Wednesday, AM cycle 

SECT ION : State and Regional 

LENGTH : 4 6 9 words 

HEADLINE : Pue rto Rican leade rs applaud c l emency; fel low fighters ' of fended ' 

BYLINE : By MANUE L ERNESTO RIVERA, Associated Press Writer 

DATELINE : SAN JUAN , Puerto Rico 

BODY : 
Puerto Rico ' s  governor applauded Pres ident Cl inton ' s  o ffer Wednesday to 

grant clemency to 1 6  members of an independence group involved in bomb attacks . 
But the i r  fel l ow activists were angered by conditions imposed by Cl inton . 

" I  bel i eve ( C l inton ) did this in the most prudent and j ust manne r pos s ible , "  
pro-s tatehood Gov . Pedro Rossello said a fter the White House stunned this U . S .  
territory with the c l emency announcement . 

Rossello has long opposed clemency for the prisone rs - seen by many here as 
?Ol i t ical prisone rs - a s  l ong as they refused to renounce violence or profess 
Ըemorse for the i r  act ions . 

A Cl inton admi n i s t rat i on of ficial said the members of the Armed Forces of 
Թational Libe ration,  known a s  FALN for its initials in Spanish, would be freed 
from prison or have f ines l i fted if they agreed to renounce violence , refrain 
from mee ting with other independence leaders and obey str ingent gui delines 
)arring them f rom us ing weapons . 

A crowd of s upporters gathe red on the steps of San Juan ' s  Catholic Cathedral 
qednesday evening, prepa ring to celebrate news of pardons . The mood was 
iampened, howeve r ,  when an activist read out Cl inton ' s  conditions . 

" This is an i n j ustice ,  " s a id Clarissa Lope z ,  daughter of Osca r Lope z ,  who was 
lne o f  two pri s oners who under the c lemency would still have to serve some time . 
'hree othe rs in the g roup woul d  have the i r  fines l i fted while 1 1  would be 
.mmediately free d .  

L o l i t a  Lebron - an independence a ctivist who pa rticipated in a 1 9 54 shooting 
1ttack on the U . S  . House of Representatives - said she was "offended" by the 
lemand that Pue rto Ricans give up armed st ruggle . 

" These are shame fu l  demands , "  said Lebron, who in 1 97 9  was granted clemency 
·or the shooting attack by Pre s ident Jimmy Ca rte r .  

" The pres ident has insulted the dignity o f  the Puerto Rican nation and those 
Ժo f ight for its l iberty ,  " Lebron said.  
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PAr.F. 3 
The As sociated Press S ? & Local Wire ,  August 1 1 ,  1 9 9 9  

The short-lived release of Antonio Camacho Negron, a member of the Macheteros 
guerri l l a  g roup , in Februa ry 1 9 9 8 ,  showed why some prisone rs may rej ect the 
t e rms . 

Camacho Negron was paroled a fter s e rving 1 0  years for the 1 9 8 3  robbery of a 
We l ls Fargo a rmored t ruck in West Ha rtford, Conn . , to fund guerrilla attacks . 
But after mi s s i ng interviews with his parole officer and meeting with other 
i ndependence a c t ivists in violat ion of his parole rules , Camacho Negron was 
returned to pri son by fede ral agents . 

Aniba l  Acevedo Vi l a ,  a leader o f  Puerto Rico ' s  pro-commonwealth party, said 
h e  was " surp r i s ed "  by the condit ions attached to the clemency offer, but called 
of fer " a  step forward . "  

Under the commonwea lth status quo, the 3 . 8  mi l l ion islanders are U . S .  
c i t i zens . They s e rve in the mi l i tary and receive bill ions from Washington - but 
pay no fede r a l  taxes , cannot vote for p res ident and .have only a non-voting 
delegate in Congres s  . 

LANGUAGE : ENGL I SH 

LOAD-DATE : August 1 2 ,  1 9 9 9  
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DAT E : AUGUST 3 0 , 1 9 9 9  

CLIENT : 
LIBRARY : NEWS 
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Pl\ 2 
1 3TH STORY o f  LeVt p rinted in FULL format . 

Copyright 1 9 9 5  Chicago Tribune Company 
Chicago Tribune 

Octobe r  2 2 ,  1 9 9 5  Sunday, CHICAGOLAND FINAL EDITION 

3ECTION :  SUNDAY MAGAZ INE ; Pg . 22 ; ZONE : C 

JENGTH : 7 7 80 words 

lEADLINE : TERRORISM ON TRIAL : JUSTICE AND THE FALN 

\YLINE : By Gary Marx,  a T ribune reporte r .  

\ODY : 
Carlos Torres and eight other members of the FALN are crammed into a van 

>ar ked on Hamilton Avenue in Evanston . 

It ' s  Apri l 4 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  a cloudless spring day . Torres and his colleagues a re 
lressed in j ogging outfits , but they aren ' t  in Evanston to burn off calories . 
'hey ' re set t o  rob an a rmored truck carrying $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  in cash that i s  par ked at 
ro rthwestern Unive rs ity ' s  loading dock .  And they are packing a sawed-off shotgun 
nd e ight handguns . 

Carlos Torres i s  feeling good . The FALN ( the Spanish acronym for Fue rzas 
rmadas de Libe racion Nacional-Arrned Forces of National Liberation) has pulled 
f f  big-time robberies a round the country and none o f  the group has been nabbed 
y the pol i ce . Now they need more cash to finance their guerr i l l a  war to end the 
n ited States ' hold over Puerto Rico . 

I t ' s  been a b loody, s ix-year battle . 

S ince 1 97 4 ,  the FALN has killed five people and inj ured more than 7 0  others 
n dozens o f  bombings and armed attacks in Chicago and New Yor k .  Torres and the 
ȋLN want to make Uncle Sam bleed and to spark an insurrection by Puerto Ricans 
eeking to free thei r  homeland-something FALN members believe wil l  end the 
econd-class status of Puerto Ricans living in the U . S .  

But the United States government won ' t  budge . And Puerto Ricans aren ' t  rising 
) to j oin the FALN ' s  war .  Torres isn ' t  worried . History is on thei r side . 
)lonialism, he bel ieve s ,  i s  doomed . 

Suddenly,  three Evanston pol ice cars pull up and block the FALN van . Two 
Eficers approach . Torres l ooks at his watch . It ' s  3 : 30 p . m. 

"Officer ,  what ' s  the problem? " Torres asks . The o fficer gives Torres a long , 
Low appraisal before telling him that they had a report from neighbors that 
)fie kids were part ying in the van . 

Torres i s  t h inking that eve rything is sti l l  cool . He ' s  been a fugi tive for 
mr years . He ' s  No . 1 on the FBI ' s "most wanted" list . Torres has been stopped 
Ȍ fore by cops . He knows how to talk his way out of a j am. 
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Chicago T rib , October 2 2 ,  1 995 

" S tep outs i de ,  " the o f f i c e r  t e l l s  Torres . 

" I  want everybody to get out ,  " s a ys a second officer as he j erks open the 
van ' s  back door .  

The FALN membe r s  p i l e  out . 

" You s e e ,  there ' s  nothing going on , "  Torres s a ys to the cops in a guarded 
tone . "There ' s  no smo king . It does n ' t  sme l l  l i ke reefer does i t ?  So what ' s  the 
p robl em? " 

One officer pokes h i s  head ins ide the van . S t i l l  nothing . The FALN membe rs 
ˏ re m i l l i ng about when A l fredo Mendez begins to panic .  His fake mous tache is 
s lipping . 

Mendez t r i e s  t o  move away from the van . A cop orders him to stop . 

"What the h e l l  i s  going on he re ? "  the cop yel ls as he spots the moustache . 
r orres ' stomach c lenches . One of the cops orders three of the FALN women to drop 
ːhe i r  purses . 

A handful o f  o fficers b o l t  from the i r  pol ice cars with weapons drawn . Torres 
ind h i s  comrades a re busted . 

" Pr i son was not a dete rrent to us . We were committed revolutionar ies ,  " 
:e ca l l s  Torres , 4 2 ,  who grew up in Oak Park and is currently s e rving t ime at the 
'ederal prison in Oxford , W i s .  " I  was angry because I real i zed that I was going 
_o be _in j a i l  for a long t ime . I wouldn ' t  be able to carry on our s t rugg le . "  

Torres and mo r e  than a doz e n  other FALN membe rs-inc luding Chicagoans Edwin 
:ortes , Al i c i a  Rodrigue z ,  L u i s  Rosa, Alej andrina Torre s ,  Alberto Rodrigue z ,  
is car Lope z ,  Ca nnen Val ent i n ,  Ida Luz Rodriguez and Ricardo Jimenez-were given 
5 - to 1 0 5 - ye a r  p r i s on terms on charges ranging f rom s editious consp i racy to 
rmed robbery, po s s e s s ion of a stolen motor vehicle and various weapons 
iolat ions . Chicagoan Haydee B e l t ran , then Torre s  ' wi fe , was the only FALN 
.ember convicted of murde r  . She i s  serving a l i fe sentence but is e l i gible for 
a role . 

Torres and h i s  f e l low revo lut ionaries refused to enter a plea , to 
ros s - examine prosecution w i t ne s s e s , to present witnes ses of th e i r  own or to 
ppe a l  the gui l t y  verdi c t s  . The FALN argued they were an anti -colonial movement 
hat under internat ional l aw was legitimately fighting for Puerto Ri can 
ndependence . 

They were p r i soners of wa r ,  not criminals sub j  ect to the j udgment of " Yanqui 
ourts . "  History woul d  vind i cate them, they bel ieved . They would be ma rtyrs , 
e roe s ,  the foun d i ng fathers o f  a new nation, a proud, independent Puerto Rico . 

But 1 5  yea rs l a t e r  Puerto Rico remains forma l l y  attached to the United States 
Jder commonwea l t h  statu s  . And i n  the short focus of hi story , the FALN appears 
J be an anoma l y :  a fringe g roup of bright , committed young activists pushed 
ragica l ly into radica l i sm by the i r  own uncompromis ing ideology and by a myopi c  
i ew of Pue rto R i ca n  h i s to r y  . 
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ehind ha r:;; , Torres and hi s FAT.N col leagues desperately 
hey gn9wing sense of anqer and fru:;;trati on FALN 

and all they lunatics, the EALN ' s  war 
'Q Pue rto Rico wa s  ri ght, it is right, and Puerta Ri co 

Cl inton is unli kely to take 11p the pardon 
presi dent wi J J  risk pol i t i ca l  

PA 4 
Chicago Tri. ǩ ,  October 2 2 ,  1 99 5  

Law e n forcement o ff i c i a l s  s ay the FALN never had more than three dozen 
iembe rs a nd seve ra l  hundred h ard-core supporters . And while there had been 
; p o radic armed attacks i n  Pue rto Rico for decades carried out by 
ndependen t i s tas , more than 8 5  percent of Puerto Rico ' s  3 . 3  mil lion res i dents 

tave con s i stent l y  voted t o  maintain the i s land ' s  ties to the U . S .  

W i t h i n  the Puerto Rican c ommuni t y  in the U . S . ,  which numbers more than 2 
ti ll ion peop l e ,  Torres and h i s  fellow revo l ut ionaries are a l l  but forgotten . 
:ornmuni t y  leade r s  s a y  many young Puerto Ricans have never heard of the FALN . 

P r i s on has s i lenced the FALN ' s  uns , and i t s  voices as wel l .  But today ,  a ft e r  
e a r  wan o e ear . 

have a membe rs want t o  t e l l  
uerto R icans Ame ricans that were not that 

l iberate w i l l  someday b e  
ree . 

But the FALN membe r s  want to t e l l  America something else, too . They ' ve done 
nough t ime and want out of p r i s on . Eighteen months ago , lawyers representing 1 3  
ALN membe r s  and two other imp r i s oned Puerto Rican nationalists applied for a 
res iden t i al p a rdon . 

The pa rdon appl i ca t i o n  a rgues that the 1 5  Puerto Rican independent i s t a s  
l ready have s e rved f a r  more t ime in pri son t h a n  others convicted o f  s e r i ous 
r imes and are bei ng held to set an examp le and deter terrorist attacks by 
the rs . 

Pres ident issue before the 1 9 9 6  
l e ctions . No suicide b y  appearing to b e  s o ft o n  
2 rror is t s  . 

In the wake o f  the Apr i l  1 6  bombing o f  the Federal Building in Oklahoma C i t y ,  
ˑ rrorism is a hot-button i s s ue . And Oklahoma City tragically demons trates the 
) nsequen c e s  of p o l i t i c a l l y  motivated vio lence . But are the Puerto Rican 
ĕ t i onal i s t s  being t reated f a i r l y ?  Does the i r  puni shment fit the i r  c r ime s ?  

A campaign i s  unde r way .  I n  New York , Chicago and el sewhere , Puerto Rican 
: t iv i s ts are gathe ring s ignatures on petit ions as king Clinton to free the FALN 
llnates . Meetings i n  churches , home s and community organizations are teaching 
Jerto R i c ans about the FALN . Let t e r s , t e lephone c a l l s  and e-ma i l  a re part of 
le e f fort to p re ss u r e  the Whi t e  House into releasing the prisoners . 

In an open l e t t e r  to Cl inton published Dec . 9 ,  1 9 9 4 ,  in The New York T ime s ,  
> re than two dozen p rominent Puerto Ricans -including two former governors o f  
t e  i s land, the p r e s i dents o f  the Puerto Ri can House and Senate and three U . S .  
˒ resent a t ives o f  Pue rto Rican ances t ry-cal led on Clinton to " release the 1 5  
terto Rican men and women imp r i soned i n  the United States for the i r  activit i e s  
!eking i ndependen c e  f o r  Puerto Rico . " U . S .  Reps . Luis Gutierrez ( D . -Chicago )  , 
> S e  Se ranno ( D . -New York )  , and Nydia M .  Ve l a z que z ( D-New York ) wrote di rect l y  
, Cl inton i n  Ma rch 1 9 9 5  reque s ting the release of the Puerto Rican p ri s oners . 

"Most people would agree that 1 4  or 1 5  yea r s  in pri son for what they were 
•nvicted of is a s e ve re sentence ,  " says Gut ierre z ,  explaining that the FALN 
,mbe r s  s eeking a pardon were convicted o f  sedit ion , weapons charges and other 
imes -not murder . " They have s e rved that . The y ' ve done hard time . They are 
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conb nue to he a member, s;,unpathizer advocate of Pnerto Bj 
g,_dePendence ,  and I wo11J d  do everything I conld to help the Pnerto Ri can 
ndependence leaning in hi s cha i r as he spoke . 

offi ci aJ s, judges, prosecutors and Ricans- including 
nonvoting delegate 

ˋˎsentati yes-s a  
gun enough keep up ˍ 

PA 5 
Chicago T rib, , October 2 2 ,  1 9 9 5  

e rving what is in e f fect a l i fe sentence . and a l i fe s entence i s  
n reasonab l e  . " 

The pri soners a r e  midd l e -aged now, s of t- s poken and thoughtfu l  . Many of them 
ave teenage kids . Most say they want to go home and do gras s - roots community 
o rk in impoveri shed inne r - c i t y  neighborhoods such as Chicago ' s  Humboldt Pa r k .  
any have been model prisone rs ,  correct ions o f f i ce rs say . 

So why not release them? Because Torres and most other FALN members refuse to 
enounce armed revolut ion . 

" I  would and can 

moveme nt ,  " s a i d  T o r re s ,  forward 
:iw enforcement some Puerto 
:irlos Rome ro-Bar c e l o ,  Pue rto Rico ' s  to the U . S .  House of 

the refusal o f  most FALN members t o  cate oricall ive up 
ˌe is reason to them loc e 

The FALN p l anted bombs in banks , reta i l  sto re s ,  poli ce stations , fede ral 
1ildings and mil itary base s . They put guns to innocent peop le ' s  heads and 
1reatened to k i l l  them . 

Nowhere in t h e  pardon app l i ca t i on do FALN membe rs expre s s  remorse for t he i r  
;tions o r  regret f o r  the deaths and inj uries they caused . Releas ing the FALN 
irly sends the wrong mes s a g e  t o  anyone thinking o f  committing a terrorist act
id could r i s k  mo re innocent l ives , opponents o f  the pardon say . 

"They were t ry ing to overthrow the gove rnment , and they had weapons and 
nnbs , " says U . S . D i s t rict Judge Thomas R .  McMi l len, who in 1 9 8 1  sentenced 1 0
ϹLN member s ,  inc luding Torres and Ros a ,  to 5 5 - t o  7 5-year prison terms . " They 
tould s e rve out the i r  s entences .  They are unreconst ructed revolutionaries . "  

The 1 3  FALN members a re incarcerated in some o f  America ' s  toughest prisons 
td several are l oc ked up here in the Midwest . Carlos Torres , Al icia Rodriguez
Ld Luis Rosa are three of them, all Chicago born , all s t i l l  committed 
•volut iona r ie s  . 

With a t iny machete decorated with a Puerto Rican flag dang l ing from h i s
•Ck,  L u i s  Ros a ,  a short , stocky man w i t h  a boyish face ,  s i t s  in a t i n y  vi s i tors 
•Om j ust ins ide the steel -bar red ent rance to the Menard Correctional Cente r  in 
•wnstate I l l inoi s .  His gray T - s h i rt and belt buckle are also decorated with the 
ct, white and b l ue Pue rto R i can flag . 

Rosa is sending a mes sage : Fi fteen years in prison hasn ' t  weakened his 
mmitment . "My pol i t ical ideas revolve around my country ' s  r i ght to 
dependence , " s a i d  Ros a ,  3 4 ,  who was 1 9  when he was arre sted in Evanston and is 
rving a 1 0 5-year_ s entence for armed robber y ,  armed violenc e ,  possess ion o f  a 
olen motor vehicle and sedit ious conspiracy . "That hasn ' t  changed ,  " he said, 
nd I doubt that wi l l  chang e . I am still mot ivated by the s ame things I was in 
e 1 9 7 0s . "  

Rosa ' s  pol i t i cal b e l i e fs eme rged after the tragedy attending his bi rth on 
gust 6 ,  1 9 6 0 . H i s  father was s l ain earlier the same day . Ros a ' s  mothe r, 
polita, a Puerto Rican immig rant l iving in Chicago ' s  Wes t Town neighborhood, 
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W€nt into labo r  a f t e r  she learned that h e r  husband had been robbed and drowned
in Lake M i ch igan . The murder was never s olved . 

Living on h e r  husband ' s  Social Securi t y ,  Hipol ita struggled to pay the rent 
and the family-which a l s o  included Lui s ' s  older brother Fel ix-was evicted from a 
hal f-doz e n  apa rtments be fore fina l l y  sett ling in a second- floor apartment on 
C al i fornia Avenue in Humboldt Park above a c orner store owned by he r fathe r . 

Rosa rememb e rs the humi l iation o f  being e j ected f rom one apartment a fter 
Ėno t he r ,  and he suspects it was because his fami l y  was Pue rto Rican ; the 
l andlords we r e  a l l  whit e . White people told him not to speak Spanis h .  White 
youths came to Freder i c  Chopin E lementary School when he was 11 and s crawled in 
1uge l e t t e rs on a s chool yard wal l ,  " Ki l l  a Rican Day . "  From then on, h e  says , 
.;hi t e  gangs invaded h i s  West Town neighborhood and " terro r i zed" young Pue rto 
hcan k i d s  . 

Rosa , who was a s tudent at Chopi n ,  and his brother formed a sma l l  gang to 
ief e nd t h e i r  n e i ghborhood . Frequent street battles erupted, and some of Rosa ' s  
:riends we re s h o t  and s tabbed in the fights . Rosa was never inj ured , but he was 
1rre s ted for " incit ing a riot . "  

A f t e r  t ha t ,  h e  says , the pol ice hara s s ed him . They pi cked him up and dropped 
1 im o f f  in a r iv a l  gang ' s  t e r ritory . "We didn ' t  see the poli c e  as the protectors 
> f  our c ommun i ty ,  " he s a id . " I f  we saw a s quad car and the police were not in 
_ t  , we would t a k e  every chance possible to throw rocks at i t  . "  

Rosa t o o k  p a r t  i n  h i s  f i r s t  pol i t i cal mee t ing when he was 1 3 .  The s ub j ect : 
tow t o  s t op p o l i ce bruta l i ty . Held in a basement church in We st Town, the 
1e et i ng was o rgan i z ed by a handful of Puerto R ican activi s t s , including Jose 
' o r r e s , a Congregational minister and the father of Carlos Torre s ,  who later 
1e came a FALN l e a de r .  The group was planning a protest march t o  the Chicago 
'o l i ce 1 3 th D i st rict station at 9 3 7  N .  Wood S t . 

During the prot e s t ,  attended by more than 2 0 0  people, Rosa grabbed a bullhorn 
nd led demons t ra t o r s  in chants against the po l ice . It was heady stuff for a 
oor kid f rom the barrio . " From then on , I became very active pol i t i c a l l y  and in
he c ommunity marches , "  Rosa said with more than a touch of pride . 

The s eminal event for Rosa and several other future FALN members was the 
loody s tudent r i oting in February 1 9 7 3  at Tuley High School , a heavil y  Puerto 
ican school on the Northwe s t  Side that was later renamed Clemente H igh School .  
t Tuley, hundreds o f  Lat ino students and communi t y  leaders clashed with police 
ve r a demand that s chool officials fire a whi te principal the protesters 
ccus ed of being insens i t ive t o  the Lat ino community . More than two do z en 
nj uries and a r r e s t s  punctuated the wee k - l ong riot s ,  which ended in the 
r incipa l ' s  ous te r .  

A year l a te r ,  Rosa participated in vio lent , rock- throwing demonstrations and 
˓udent w a l kout s at C l emente High . He a l s o  began to campaign for the release o f  
Lve Puer t o  Ri can nationa l i s t s  convicted o f  t rying t o  assass inate President 
ĕ r ry T ruman in 1 9 5 0  and inj uring five U . S .  representatives in a shooting in
1 5 4  . To Rosa ,  the f ive imp r i s oned nationa l i s t s  were heroe s . 

In 1 9 7 7  Pre s ident Jimmy Carter, under pre s s u re from Lat i n  American leaders 
l a iming that the five nat ionalists had s e rved enough time in pr ison and from 
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Ėdministrati o n  o f f i c i a l s  who said the pri soners no longer posed a terrorist 
thre a t ,  f reed one of the n a t i ona l i s t s  because he was dying o f  colon cance r .  I n  
1 97 9 ,  Ca r t e r  p ardoned t h e  f o u r  rema ining national i st s .  

One o f  them, Figue roa C o rde ro, who had se rved 2 3  years , vis ited Chicago the 
jay a fte r he was r e l e a s e d  and was g reeted by Rosa and hundreds o f  j ub i lant 
?uerto Ricans in a West Town church . 

"After the a c t ivi t i e s , "  Rosa reca l l s ,  "he tapped me on the shoulde r ,  extended 
1is a rms and emb raced me . I thanked him for his sacri fices and for his l e s sons . 
rhat was very i n s p i ra t ional and emotiona l  . "  

Carlos Torres was a b r i ght , shy, we l l-manne red kid, the kind o f  boy everybody 
!xpected to be a bank e r ,  l awye r or businessman . Instead, he became an a rmed 
:evolutiona r y . I t  wa s inevitab le ,  Torre s  says . The conditions of l i fe dict a ted 
_t . 

Born in Ponce , Pue rto R i c o ,  on Sept . 1 9 ,  1 9 5 2 ,  Carlos Torres was 7 when his 
:athe r ,  Jos e ,  moved the fami ly-including Carlos ' two s isters-to New York C i t y .  
'our year s  l a te r ,  h e  t o o k  h i s  three children t o  Chicago, where h e  became the 
1astor at the F i r s t  Congregat ional Church at Ashland and Washington Avenues .  

The Torres fami l y ,  including Jos e ' s  second wife ,  Alej andrina , who l a t e r  
·ecame an FALN memb e r ,  l ived next doo r  to the church until 1 9 6 6 ,  when t h e  fami l y  
.oved t o  Oak Pa rk . Fou r  years later, Carlos Torres graduated from Oak Park-River 
˔rest High S ch oo l  . 

Carlos Torre s  ' chi l dhood was relative l y  privi leged : He attended a parochial 
rammar s chool and was a c t i ve in the Boy Scouts . "Like any paren t ,  wanted the 
est for h i s  k i ds ,  " s a i d  T o rres , seated in a large vis itors room at the Fede ral 
r is on in Oxfor d ,  Wis . "He wanted us to have the best chanc e ,  and that included 
eaving the ghett o .  " 

But Jose was a ls o  i nvolved in the Civil Rights movement-he marched in S e lma , 
la . ,  in 1 9 6 5  w i t h  D r . Mar t i n  Luther King-and o ften invited prominent b l a c k  
eaders , inc luding the activist comedian Dick Gregory, t o  speak at h i s  
redominat e l y  b l a c k  church . Carlos said his father supported the movement 
ecause "he knew that it would impact Spanish- speaking people in a pos i tive 

..˕y . 

"As h i s  s on ,  as a member of the church, I was exposed to that ,  " Torres 
"plained . "I wa s 1 0 ,  1 1 ,  1 2  years old, and I was lis tening to the mes sages . I 
' s  beginning to unde rs tand how our own people were be ing disc riminated against . 

c ou l d  see the condit ions the Puerto Ri can people l ived under in the U n i ted 
:ates . " 

Torres became aware o f  the fight for Puerto Rican independence when he wa s a 
1nior in high s c ho ol . H i s  father suggested that he take a Puerto Rican his tory -
)Urse at Aspira , a g r a s s - roots Puerto Rican organi zat ion in Chi cago . 

In the f i r s t  c l a s s ,  a Puerto Rican anthropologist told the students of the 
1 i nos Indians who o ri g ina l l y  inhabited the Car ibbean is land, of the Span i sh 
lnquest led by Chri s t ophe r Columbus and Ponce de Leon, of Spain ' s  ceding Puerto 
.co to the United States in 1 8 9 8 as war booty, and of the f i rst insurrect i ons 
r Puerto R icans agai n s t  U . S .  control . Torres l earned about Pedro Albi zu 
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2ampos , a Harvard-t r a i ned l awyer who returned to Puerto R i co in the 1 9 3 0 s  to 
found the mode rn Puer t o  Ri can independence movement , and about the five 
nat i ona l i s t s  imp r isoned in the U . S .  

That c l a s s  changed h i s  l i fe .  " Fo r  the first t ime , I was be ing taught a 
1istory t hat s tood apart from what I had heard in school . In scho o l ,  Pue rto Rico 
•as s e condar y ,  some t h i ng sma l l ,  something inferior in re lation to this coun t ry . 
[t was p o r t ra yed l i ke a l i t t l e  backwate r . That was i t s  image . From that day on, 
in independent i s ta was born .  " 

Torres d i d  not imme d iate l y  become an act ivist . He graduat e d  from high school
ind spent two years s tudying soc iology a t  Southern I l l inois Unive r s i t y  be fore 
1oving b a c k  t o  Chi cago , where he woul d  enro l l  at the Univer s i t y  of I l l i no i s  at 
:hicago, in 1 9 7 2 . That ' s  when he met Oscar Lope z ,  a Vietnam veteran and 
˖xp e r i enced c ommun i t y  organ i z e r  who l a t e r  became an FALN leade r .  Lopez taught 
' o r re s  t he bas i c s  o f  gras s - roots organ i z ing , and Torres and a handful of othe r 
'uerto R icans began working to improve hou s i n g ,  education, health care and 
˗mployment opp o r t un i t i e s  and to tackle the i s sue of police brutal i t y .  They also 
:ampa igned v i g o r ou s l y  f o r  the release o f  the five nat iona l i s t  p r i s one r s  . 

T o r r e s  was a rr ested in the 1 9 7 3  Tuley High School demonst rations , whe re he 
•e nt door -to-doo r in the Humboldt Park a rea t rying to mob i l i z e  the communi ty 
•ehind t h e  s tudent protesters . Six months later ,  Torres was a rrested with three 
.o z e n  demons t ra t o r s  a ft e r  they staged a nine-hour s it-in at U IC ' s  admi n i s t ration 
•u i lding , prote s t ing what many beli eved was the university ' s  d i s c r iminatory 
dmi s s ions pol i c y  against Latinos . UIC o f fi c ia l s  eventua l l y  e s tabl i shed a 
rogram t o  rec ru i t  more Latino students . 

D e s p i t e  the c on ce s s ions , Torres qui t U I C  the fol lowing yea r  and took a j ob in 
he b i l l i n g  depa r tment at Commonwealth Edison . Torres continued to devote 
ims e l f  to commu n i t y  o rgani z ing but became increas i ngly frus t rated at h i s  
nab i l i t y  t o  change t h e  fundamental rea l i t ies facing Puerto R ican immi grants in 
he U . S .  

" T h i s  i s  a s oc ie t y  that preaches equa l i ty and po l i tical participation , but 
hat you get in r e a l i t y  is so much res i s t ance to any change , "  Torres explained . 
Our demonstrat ions a lways began with a l e g i t imate request to include us in 
hatever dec i s ions were be ing made . At the end of the day ,  they would a rrest us . 
hey were t e l l i ng us that you have a right to a s k ,  and that ' s  all . I f  you go 
2 yond tha t ,  you end up in j a i l .  " 

A l i c i a  Rod r i gu e z a l s o  partic ipated in the student protests at U IC-and later 
˘ i ned the FALN . But Rodrigue z ' s  pol i t i ca l  activism came relat ive l y  late in 
i fe ,  though t he s e eds of revolution we re planted early.  Rodri guez was born in 
1 icago in 1 9 5 3  and rai sed i n  Old Town . Her parents immigrated to the U . S .  with 
1 re e  oth e r  c h i ldren- i nc l uding Al icia ' s  older s i ster Ida Luz - f rom Mayague z ,  
ierto R i co only a few years before . 

L i ke L u i s  Rosa ' s  and Carlos Torres ' fami lies , the Rodriguez family was part 
a huge wave o f  Puerto R i can immi grants that moved to the U . S .  in the 1 9 5 0 s  

) r  e conomic opportun i t y .  Rodriguez s a y s  h e r  fami ly was poor b u t  n o t  desperate . 
rentua l l y  Rodr i g ue z  ' s  parents and her aunt and uncl e  were able to pool the i r  
)Dey t o  b u y  two row houses in O l d  Town . 
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The extended famil y  l ived in the two buildings in a largely mixed 
Geighborhood tbat included large numbers of Poles and Italians . Rodriguez never 
felt discriminated against in her communi t y .  That came during her f i rst year at
St. Vincent- De Paul S chool at 2 1 3 5  N .  Kenmore Ave . 

" I  remember my f i r s t  experience with racism, " recalls Rodrigue z ,  4 1 ,  s itting 
in the vis i tors room at I l linois ' maximum-security Dwight Correctional Center .  
" I  was going t o  1 s t  g rade , and I wa lked into the classroom and everyone spoke 
Ȇnglish . I didn '  t speak a word of Eng l ish . The teacher sat me in the back of the 
room and complet e l y  i gnored me the entire year . I flunked the grade . It was so 
1umi liating . "  

She a l s o  got into fights with her classmates who told Rodriguez that she 
'stunk" ; the pungent smel l  from the Caribbean-spiced food she ate l ingered on 
ier clothes . As the only Latina in the s chool , she felt "completely isolated . "  

Rodigue z ' s  father ,  sensing his daughter ' s  unhappiness , transferred Ali c i a  and 
iis other children to S t . Michael Parochial School at 1 6 4 8  N .  Hudson Ave .  , 
:hough i t  was a struggle for him to pay the tuition .  Rodriguez repeated 1 s t  
i rade , but this t ime the teacher put her in the front o f  the class and taught 
ier Engl i s h .  Rodriguez excel led academically at St . Michaels . 

But the pain of being d i f ferent , not fitting in, feeling inferior, l ingered . 
>he became increasing l y  enraged when bank tellers , store owners and other people 
. reated he r parents " l i ke s cum" because they didn ' t  speak English . Rodriguez 
'e l t  l i ke a foreigner here . 

The cathartic event for Rodrigue z was her first visit to Puerto Rico . I t  was 
three-week t rip in 1 97 4 . Rodriguez was 2 1 .  Curled up in the passenger seat of  

,e r fami ly ' s  car on the three-hour trip from the airport in San Juan to her 
ami ly ' s  home i n  Mayaguez ,  Rodriguez stared out the window and saw one huge 
actory after anothe r .  "We are on these highways and I ' m looking out at these 
.himneys spewing out black clouds of  smoke . I ' m asking my fami ly,  ' What is 
hat ? ' They said, ' Wel l ,  I don ' t  know .  ' ' What do you mean you don ' t  know? ' " 
-0driguez responded . 

When Rodriguez arrived at her cous in ' s  house in Mayague z ,  she was shocked to 
ind the home teetering on a hil lside with no indoor plumbing . The sand at a 
earby beach was pitted with huge globs of oil ,  and swimmers were not a l l owed to 
o into the heav i ly po lluted water . Situated nearby was a huge fish proces s i ng 
actory run by a U . S .  company . 

" I  real i zed there was no regard for the environment ,  " said Rodriguez ,  who was 
biology maj or a t  U I C  and had studied the envi ronmental devastation of Lake 

rie . 

Rodriguez ret u rned to Puerto Rico for brief trips in 1 9 7 5  and 1 97 6 .  During 
e r  l i fe ,  she has spent only nine weeks on the i s land . But Rodriguez ' s  
onclus ions were definitive : " I  felt a j ol t  and that electric current s t i l l  
ibrates . Puerto Ricans weren ' t  running Puerto Rico . Total ownership and cont rol 
as in the hands of  the United States . "  

Rodriguez ,  Tor res and Rosa will not say when they j oined the FALN or how the 
roup was formed . They cons ider such details the secrets of a revolutionary 
rgani zation . But they began to link the conditions of  Puerto Ricans l iving in 
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t he U . S .  t o  what they perceived a s  the colonial s tatus of their home land . They 
believed Puerto Rico was being raped by U . S .  corporations lured to the is land by 
g enerous tax breaks al lowed under its U . S .  corrunonwea lth status . 

Eventual l y ,  Torres and his  fellow revolutionaries concluded that the only way 
to help Puerto Rican s ,  including irrunigrants in the U . S . , was to l iberate the 
Caribbean i s l and . 

To Torres and h i s  fel low revolutionaries , the decision to go to war against 
the United States was a natural step . Its logic was irre futable . FALN members 
saw armed revoluti on as  the i r  only alte rnat ive-something they were forced into 
by the U . S .  government ' s  unwillingness to free the i r  homeland . 

"You j ust don ' t  randomly pick up arms . You have to really bel ieve in 
3omething, "  s a i d  Rodrigue z ,  whose sister Ida Luz also j oined the FALN . " It took 
3ome time for me t o  reach that decis ion, but when I did, there was no turning 
)ac k . "  

I t  was lunch t ime at the historic Fraunces Tavern ,  with its yel low colonia l  
:acade a n d  quaint atmosphere , j ust o f f  Wal l  Street i n  the heart o f  New York 
ȇity ' s  f i nanci a l  district . The 18th Century tavern was packed with investment 
)ankers and f inanci a l  analysts . 

Suddenly,  a bomb exploded . Diners were thrown from thei r  tables . Windows were 
;battered .  Wal ls and stairways col lapsed . There was blood everywhere . 

Four people were ki l led and 57 were injured in the Jan . 2 4 ,  1 9 7 5 ,  blast . An 
ibscure g roup named the FALN took credit for the bombing , saying they targeted 
' reactionary corporate execut ives " in retaliation for what they claim was "the 
:IA-ordered bomb" in a restaurant that k i l led two Puerto Rican nationalists . 

The FALN ' s  wa r on America had begun . One bomb after another expl oded in New 
·ark and Chicago . Marsha l l  Fields , Bonwit-Teller,  Chicago Pol ice Department 
eadquarters , the Hol iday Inn on Lake Shore Drive , and the Standard Oil o f  
ndiana building on Randolph Street were a l l  h i t  b y  the FALN . 

T he bombs , often p laced in garbage cans , restrooms or left on window ledges 
uts ide building s ,  were fashioned from batteries , blasting caps , wire and 
everal pounds of dynamite . 

The FBI responded to the blasts by forming a team of investigators that 
anvassed the Puerto Rican CO!ThȈunities in Chicago and New York to try to 
den t i fy and capture the bombers . 

But people who knew anything about the FALN weren ' t  talking . And whi le the 
ȉmbings had a certain amateurish qua l it y  to them-many devices fai led to 
xplode-the FALN were a t ightly st ructured group that knew how to avoid 
o f i ltration by l aw enforcement officials and carry out armed attacks even after 
)Ur key membe rs- including Carlos· Torres-were forced underground in 1 97 6 .  

The FALN estab l is hed a network of safe houses-including four i n  East Rogers 
1 r k ,  one in Uptown and one on the South Side-where they constructed bombs , hid 
L rearms and communications equipment , and planned attacks . FALN members wore 
L oves in the safe houses to avoid leaving fingerprint s .  In pub l i c ,  the FALN 
Ȋessed conservatively and avoided all pol itical demonstrations . 
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Jeremy Margo lis , a former Ass i s tant U . S .  Attorney who coordinated Chicago ' s  
:errorism tas k  force from 1 9 7 6  to 1 9 8 4 , said the FALN ' s  tactic of keeping a low 
irofile frust rated investigators . "Typically, members of the support groups were 
iore strident than those involved in the underground, " said Margoli s ,  who in 
. 9 8 1  succe s s ful ly prosecuted 10 FALN members in federal court . " I t  turns out the 
>eople actuall y  mak i ng the bombs were polite and respectful to law enforcement 
,f ficials . "  

"They were absolutely,  1 0 0  percent dedicated to their cause , and informants , 
'ho typically p rovide so much information to law enforcement , were o f  no value , "  
'argolis reca ll s  . "That i s  the basic reason for their success . They were true 
·e lievers , tota ll y  committed to their cause . "  

The FALN financed its operations primarily through armed robberies . They got 
ost of their dynami te from robbing a mining company in Colorado . And they 
raveled mostly in s tolen vehicles . FALN members never told anyone-not even 
h e i r  closest fami l y  and friends-that they were members of the clandestine 
roup . 

Alicia Rodriguez said she used two safe houses in East Rogers Park to p lan 
tta c ks and make bombs . She also vis ited a safe house in Milwaukee, where her 
ister Ida Luz and FALN member Oscar Lopez l ived as fugitives . 

Carlos Torre s and his wi fe ,  Haydee Beltran , worked out of a safe house in New 

ersey. "As human beings , it wore on us being severed from our fami l ie s ,  friends
nd communi ties , " remembers Torre s ,  who did not cont act his fami ly in Chicago 
J r i ng h i s  four years as a fugi tive . "You do f e e l  the abs ence, s epa r a t ion and 
1 1  t he p re s s u r e  you can imagine . The gove rnment is looking for you . You see 
Jur name and f a ce o n  t el e v i s i on . There i s  a l l  that tension and apprehen s i on . "  

Despite the f e d e r a l  manhunt ,  howeve r ,  Torres was so confident that law 
1forcement o f f i c i a l s  would not find him that he and h i s  fami ly l i ved 1 1 Z 2 
L o c ks f rom FBI offices and a block away f rom pol ice headquarters -even as he and
LS w i fe cont inue d t o  carry out armed attacks . 

The FALN h i t  t h e  Gulf & We s t e rn and Chrys l e r  Bui ld ings in Manha t t a n . They 
>Inbed the U .  S .  Jus t i ce Department b u i l ding i n  Washi ngton . And i n  C h i cago , the 
�LN ' s  t a rg e t s  i n c l ud e d  t h e  Merchand i s e  Mart , t he County Bu i l ding , a mi litary 
! c rui t ing cente r ,  t h e  Great Lakes Naval Training Center in North Chi cago and 
iodf i e l d  Ma l l  in Schaumb u r g . The Coun t y  Bui lding b l a s t  caused $ 2 5 ,  0 0 0  i n  
tmage s ;  T h e  Great La kes explosion b l e w  o u t  windows and ripped up pavi n g ;  A 
!cur i t y  guard s u f fe red m i n o r  burns in the Wood f i e l d  f i rebomb i ng . 

As ked why the FALN bombed a suburban s hopping ma l l ,  ret a i l  s to re s , ban k s  and 
te headqua r t e r s  of l a rge U . S .  co rpora t i on s , Lui s Ros a  said s impl y :  " They all 
. d  inte re s t s  i n  Pue r t o  Ri co . W e  were at t a c k ing them in the i r  poc ketbooks . 
. p i t a l i s t s  unde rstan d  it more when t h e y  feel i t  in their pocketboo k s  . We were 
. t a l i a t i n g  for t he i r  de a l i n g s  on the i s land, and hope ful l y  getting th em to 
ave the i s land .  " 

The FALN ' s  mo s t  g ut s y  a s s au l t  came March 1 5 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  when a hal f-do z e n  membe r s , 
med with pump - a c t i o n  shotgun s ,  . 2 2 - ca l iber r i f l es and . 3 8 - ca l i ber revolve r s , 
o rmed the Carte r -Monda l e  p r e s ident i a l  campaign headquart e rs at 1 0 9  N .  Dearb o r n  
. " T h i s  i s  a n  a rmed takeover ! "  Oscar Lopez shouted a s  h e  bur s t  i n t o  the 
adquarters at 8 : 4  5 a . m .  "This i s  the FALN ! "  They ransacked f i les , r ipped 
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: e l ephone cab l e s  f rom wa l l s  and spray-painted "No Statehood For Pue rto R i c o "  i n  
iuge r e d  l e t t e rs on a wal l .  

The a t t a c k  l a s te d  l e s s  t han a n  hour . No one was hu rt . The FALN imme d i a t e l y  
. s  sued a communique c l a iming t h e  raid w a s  to p r o t e s t  the f i rs t  U . S .  
>resident i a l  p rima r i e s  s chedu l ed t o  be h e l d  i n  Puerto Rico . " He re i s  a country 
.hat i s  subj e c t e d  to ens l avement , and you have the audacity t o  hold p r ima r i es i n  

count ry t h a t  you a re colon i a l i z i ng ,  " s a i d  Rosa . "That ' s  e quival ent t o  t e l l ing 
s l ave t o  vote on t he i r  ma s t e r . "  

I t  was mida ft e rnoon on Ap r i l  4 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  and Jeremy Margo l i s  was practi cing h i s  
h o o ting a t  a n  outdoor range on t h e  G r e a t  L a k e s  Naval T ra i n i ng Cente r w h e n  h i s  
·a ger w e n t  o f f . I t  w a s  a c a l l  f rom the FBI ' s  Chi cago headquarte r s . 

The E va n s t o n  po l i c e  had a r rest ed 1 1  heavi l y  a rmed men and wome n .  Some po l i c e  
hought they w e r e  I r a n i a n  t e r ro r i s t s ;  o t h e r s  suspected they were Pue rto R i c ans . 
a rg o l i s  and a dozen FBI agents sped to the s t a t ion . 

"When I f i r s t  a r r ived , I went s t ra i g h t  to the l ockup to see who we had ,  " 
a rg o l i s  remembe r s  . 

Margo l i s  a n d  t he agents qu i c k l y  ident i fied Carlos Torres , Haydee B e l t ra n  and 
da Lu z Rodr i guez f rom FBI photographs . The feds had fina l l y  n a i l ed a l a r g e  FALN 
roup , even t h ough A l i c i a  Rodrigue z ,  Rosa and the remaining det a i nees were not 
u l l y  ident i fi e d  unt i l  seve r a l  days late r .  

But M a r go l i s  wasn ' t  g l o a t ing . He was nervous and edgy . He wanted to know how 
he FALN g o t  to Evans t o n ,  what they were do ing there and why they we re so 
eavi l y  a rme d . H e  wanted to know i f  any other FALN members had e luded t he 
vanston p o l i c e  . Marg o l i s  o rdered the p o l ice to search the a re a  where the 
r re s t s  were made and t ighten security a t  the Evanston po l i ce s t a t ion i n  case 
8mebody t r i e d  t o  spr ing the detai nees . 

Margo l i s  a nd h i s  c o l lea gues then t r i e d  interrogating the captive s , who we re 
:indc u f f e d  to c h a i rs in di f fe rent rooms and chant i n g ,  " Long l ive the FALN ! "  and 
I ndependence For Pue r t o  R i c o !  " One by one , the FALN detainees were b rought out 
ǧr inte r r o ga t i on , wh i ch l a s ted for hours . 

"We g o t  n o t h i n g  out of them, " said Ma rgo l i s  with disgust . " Once it bec ame 
L e a r  they we re n o t  going to t a l k ,  we s h i fted the focus of o u r  i nve s t i ga t i on . "  
Jre t h a n  2 0 0  i nve s t i gators from the FB I ,  the I l l i no i s  Department o f  Law 
< f o rcement a n d  the C h i cago Pol ice Department began t racing the phony personal 
ient i f i c a t i o n s , a u t omob i l e  registrations and other documents found on the 
lSpe cts . The irrnne d i a t e  obj ect ive o f  the inve s t i ga t i o n ,  code- named " Operat ion 
1 I FAL ,  " was t o  d i sman t l e  the FALN ' s  i n f ra s t ructure . 

It w a s  a f rant i c  race against the c l oc k . The stakes were high . Margol i s  had 
) f i nd the FALN s a f e  houses and apartments be fore they we re c leaned out by FALN 
"mbe rs w h o  h a d  e luded capture . The rema ining FALN would s u re ly mount a nother 
: t ac k ,  Margo l i s  was t h ink ing . They wou l d  sure l y  reta l i at e . 

The l egwo r k  p a i d  o f f . The feds t raced T o r re s  ' f a ke ident i f i cat ion to an 
i a rtment in Je r s e y  C i t y ,  N . J . , whe re T o r res , Belt ran and t h e i r  c h i l d  had l ived .  
1ey t ra c e d  a n o t h e r  f a l s e  ident i f i ca t i on t o  the FALN house i n  M i l waukee and 
. s cove r e d  f o u r  FALN s a fe houses in Chicago . 
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A duf fe l  bag and r i f l e  found at the Milwaukee s afe' house linked the FALN to 

n armed robb e ry a t  the O a k  Creek National Guar d  Armory in Wiscons in. 
nve stigators found a hand s ketch o f  the Carter-Mondale Headquarters in Chicago 
nd several documents stolen in the raid . They also recovered a typewriter that . 
nve s tigators t esti f i e d  was the source of FALN communiques claiming credit for· 

· everal Chicago bombing s . 

T h ree weeks a ft e r  the i r  a rres t ,  Alicia Rodriguez and Luis Rosa appeared 
efore Judge James M .  Bai l e y  for the i r  arraignment a t  the Cook County Criminal 
ourt s  Building at 2 6th S t reet and California Avenue . As they entered the 
our t room flanked by she ri ff ' s  deputi e s ,  Rodriguez g r abbed Ros a ' s  left hand and 
hey- shoute d ,  " Qu_e V i va ,  Puerto Rico Libre ! "  

S tanding before the bench, Rosa and Rodriguez wheeled a round, faced the 
ourtroom packed with family members and FALN supporters , and began s creaming 
iberation s logans in Spanish and English . "We did . not recognize the 
uri sdicti on of these court s ,  " s aid Rosa ,  paraphrasing what he told the 
pectators . "These courts are il legal , and they cannot try us because we a r e  
r i s oners o f  war . "  

Rodriguez was yanked out of the courtroom by deputies . Bailey then orde red 
eputies t o  turn Ros a  around so that he was facing the bench . "You have anything 
o s ay ? "  Bailey a s k e d  Ros a a fter he read the charges o f  a rmed robbery, armed 
iolence and poss e s s i on o f  a motor vehicle to the defendant . 

Rosa ignored the j udge . He whipped around and began shouting again to the 
udie nce . A mel e e  ensued . Rosa and two deputies started punching and kicking 
ach othe r . The courtroom e rupted as people leaped to the i r  feet and shrie ked, 
i/iva Puerto Rico ! "  

" Clear the court !  , "  Ba i l ey shouted, his words drowned out by FALN supporters . 

" I t was the mo st d i f f i cult trial , "  Bailey said . "They wouldn ' t  coope rate with 
Հybody . I had t o  t e l l  them what the i r  consti tutional rights were and, i f  they 
idn ' t  participate ,  what would happen to them. The problem is they wouldn ' t  shut 
;:> . n 

Bailey, who s l apped Rosa and Rodri guez with contempt o f  court charges ,  
Ձcided t o  tape shut the two defendant s '  mouths the only two t imes Rosa and 
)dri gue z appeared in court- for the arraignment and s entencing . Rosa and 
)drigue z boycotted the t rial itself and refuse d  to mount any defense ;  they 
Lstened to the proceedings from a lockup behind the courtroom. 

During the t r ia l ,  s everal witnesses testi fied that Rosa and Rodriguez 
)romitted an armed robbery o f  a rental car agency j ust before they were arrested 
1 Evanston . FBI experts described in detail the weapons confiscated in Evanston 
:om Rosa ,  Rodriguez and other captured FALN members . Investigators told the 
lry about the bomb-making equipment found at the FALN safe houses and the 
ridence l i nking Ros a ,  Rod riguez and other FALN members to various bombings and 
ie Carter-Mondal e  headqua rters ta keover .  

I t  took the j ury 5 4  minutes t o  convict Rosa and Rodriguez o f  all charges .  
iiley s entenced each o f  the two defendants to 3 0  years in prison . "To me , a 
)Od place for a freedom f i ghter to be is sitting in the j o int ,  " Bailey 
:pl a ined . " You ' ve got to worry about people who bas i cally say they a re going 
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o g o  ahead and hurt c ivi l i ans . "  

Bailey ' s  t rial s e t  the tone for subsequent criminal court and federal trials 
illed with d i s rupt i o n s ,  pol it i cal diatribes , quick convictions and heavy prison 
entences for the 1 1  FALN members captured i n  Evanston . Rosa is s e rving a 
ԭmbined 1 05-year sentence ; Rodriguez is s erving an 8 5-year sentence; Torres 
ecei ve d  an 8 8- ye a r  s entence . 

I n  1 9 8 1  Oscar Lopez was a rrested during a routine t raffic stop in Glenview, 
Ԯd i s  serving a 7 0 -year sentence at the super-maximum security penitentiary in 
Lorence, Col . Three other FALN members were convicted in 1 98 5  and sentenced to
5 yea rs in p r i son after fedԯral investigators infiltrated two FALN ce lls and 
ideo taped members as semb ling explosive devices ,  planning prison breakouts and 
i scuss ing bombing t arget s  . · 

The FALN ' s  l a s t  suspected attack . was 

am 
than 

a series of bombings on New Year ' s  Eve, 
3 8 3 ,  that seve rely i n j ured three New Yor k  City police officers . Two suspected 
!\LN members rema in fugitive s . " I  convinced we got most of them, " said 
1rgo l is . "They d i d  not have more a couple dozen . But nobody knows for 
Jre . "  

Jan Susler takes a deep breath and looks at the reporter long and s teady . 
le ' s  s kepti cal . She ' s  afraid he ' ll get it wrong . 

" The FALN are really lovely human beings , "  says Susle r ,  a lawyer representing 
le g roup . " They aren ' t  the kinds of people that have horns and a tail . They are 
ltel l i gent , gifted and tolerant . "  

I t  is Susle r  ' s  j ob-along with New York Attorney Michael Deuts ch-to make the 
!\LN ' s  legal case for a pres ident ial pardon . It ' s  a tough sell , and she knows 
: .  Susle r ,  who p ract i ces out of The Peoples Law Office near the corne r of 
ivis ion St . and M i lwaukee Ave .  , wrote the 7 0 -page pa rdon applicat ion . 

Susler thought that Cl inton j ust might consider the is sue-unt i l  the Oklahoma 
ity bombing . Now, she doubts the pres ident will touch it , at least not right 
•ay .  The Republicans would tear him up politically. Most Americans lump all 
)-called terro r i s t s  into the same pot . They don ' t  recogni z e  the di f fe rence 
=twee n  T imothy McVeigh, the prime Oklahoma City suspect , and the FALN . 

The FALN ' s  par don reques t  rests on three basic premises : that the FALN ' s  
::med attacks were not il legal under international law , that the FALN ' s  prison 
ontences are pun i t ive , unj ust and di sproportionate, and that the FALN ' s  pardon 
:qu e s t  fits within the general t radition in the United States for granting 
԰es ident ial pardons . 

Susler says the FALN ' s  attacks were j usti fied under international law because 
ie FALN cons ide r s  Puerto Rico to be a colony of the U . S .  Under the United 
ttions rules , individuals can use any means necessary, including armed 
Աvolut ion, to free their homeland . I t  ' s  not j us t  a r i ght but a patriotic dut y .  
:nte rnat ional law i s  very clear : Colonial.ism i s  a crime against humanity, " 
is l e r  s ays . 

U . S .  Jus t i ce Depa rtment statis tics also show that the Puerto Ricans ' 
Բntences are on average seven t imes as long as those of others sentenced for 
. o lent c r imes . The 1 1  Puerto Ricans convicted in 1 9 8 1  received an average 
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· i  son sentence of 7 0 . 2  years ; the average sentence for defendants 
,nvicted in federal cour t  o f  violent offenses was 10 . 5  years , Sus ler says . 

Moreover ,  S u s l e r  a rgues that the FALN have already served far more t ime in 
i son than o t h e r s  convicted of serious crimes . The Puerto Ricans have spent on 
·e rage 1 4  years behind bars ; the average sentence served for murder i s  6 . 5  
· a r s . " I f  they h a d  been c r iminals ,  they wouldn ' t  still be in prison , " Susler 
·gue s . "To expl.a i n  t he i r  outrageous sentences ,  i t  all boi ls down to the same 
.i ng :  It ' s  who t he y  are , and what they stand for . It ' s  all got political 
·e rtones . "  

Finally, Sus l. e r  a rgues that more than a dozen pres ident s ,  from George 
.s hington to Abraham Lincoln to Franklin Roosevel t  to Jimmy Carter,  have· 
a nted pres identi a l  p ardons , even to those who took up arms against the 
,vernment . George Was h i ngton pardoned Whiskey Rebellion participants and 
,raham Lincoln p ardoned dese rters from the Civil War and supporters of the 
.nfederacy . 

The FALN, t h e  p ardon application conclude s ,  "acted out of pol itical 
·tivation ,  n o t  for p ro fi t  o r  greed , ·  and have already paid a high p rice for 
.e i r  conduct ; t he i r  conduct in pri son has been unimpeachable; thei r  fami lies 
ve suffe red h a rdship and dep rivation as a result o f  their lengthy 
.c arce ration . T h e y  a re s ki lled , intel ligent people who pose no r i s k  to the 
•mmuni t y .  All t h e s e  a re the basis on which the U .  S has granted pardons . "  

Activists i n  Puerto Rico and in U . S .  cities such as New York, Chicago, 
i ladelphia, Ha r t fo r d ,  Bos ton and San Francisco are using the pardon 
·p l i cation-along with the Dec .  9, 1 9 9 4  , open letter to The New Yor k  T imes and 
e public suppo r t  o f  three U . S .  representatives-as a fulcrum for inten s i fying 
e i r  campaign to s ee k  the FALN ' s  releas e .  The strategy is to increase political 
e s sure on Cl i nton by bui lding gras s-roots support in Puerto Rican, Lat ino and 
her minority communi t i e s  and among re ligious groups and students . 

The campaign in Chicago i s  headquartered in the Puerto Rican Cultural Center 
167 1 N .  Claremont Ave , where huge , modernist murals of the FALN 

i soners-a long w i t h  a l arge Puerto Rican flag emblazoned with the words 
a triots , Freedom" -dominate the facade of the building . In the last s i x  
n t hs ,  activis t s  have held more than 1 5 0  meet ings of 1 0  t o  1 5  people in private 
mes throughout Wes t  Town ,  Humboldt Park, Logan Square and other neighborhoods 

i nform res i de n ts about the plight of the FALN . 

Cormnunity and s tudent act ivists have set up tables at Northea stern, DePaul 
d Loyola uni ve r s i ti e s , UIC,  and the University o f  Chicago-and used larger 
ents such as the Pue r t o  Rican Day Parade-to dist ribute literature and spea k 
t about the Puerto Rican pri soner s  . Activist religious leaders are also 
nouncing the cont i nued incarcerat ion of the FALN and other Puerto Rican 
i s oners . 

Lourdes Lugo ,  Chicago coordinator of the National Committee to Free the 
e rto Rican P r is one rs o f  War and Political Pri soners , says that in Chicago 
one more than 30 , 0 0 0  letters have been sent to Cl inton requesting a pardon in 
e last s ix months . The Nat ional Committee is t rying to col lect 5 0 0 ,  0 0 0  
gnatures o n  a p e t i t ion asking Clinton to free the FALN prisoners and to build 
mentum to somehow get the i s sue taken up at next year ' s  Democ rat i c  Nat ional 
nvention in Chicago . "We a re trying to include as many sectors as pos s ible 
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1 0  e ithe r f o r  humanitarian o r  polit i cal reasons feel that these 
free, " said Lugo . 

No pol ls have been taken in Puerto Rico or the United States to ·gauge publ i c . 
ippo rt for a p a.rdon, but many scholars say a maj ority of Puerto Ricans in the 
. S .  and on the i s l a nd wou l d  support the release of the FALN . Last · yea r ,  a 
mference repr e senting more than • 1 0 0  large . mainstream U . S  . .  Ԭuerto !:1,ican g roups , 
lCluding the N a t i onal Puerto Rican Coal'it icpn, unanimousl y  approved '. a  resoluti on ' 
tcking a pardo n . 

" It ' s  l i ke they are misguided heroes ,  " says Olga Jimenez-Wagenheim, profe s s o r  
L a t i n  American- and Caribbean history at Rutgers University, referring t o  the

>LN. " Puerto R icans a re very forgiving , and these individuals s trike a 
ttiona l i s t  chor d . I t  tugs at your heartst rings . I t ' s  that love o f  nation and 
>untry that ever y  Puerto Rican has . Every Puerto Rican deep down ins ide is a 
ttional i st . "  

But in a 1 9 9 3 · non-binding plebiscite on the issue o f  Puerto Rico ' s  s tatus 
.th the U . S . -the last t ime i s landers voted on the i ssue-only 4 percent of the 
>ters cast ballots for independence ; more than 9 0  percent voted to remain a 
>mmonwealth or to become a state . 

At least one p rominent Puerto Rican politician, Carlos Romero-Barcelo, i s  
lamantly opposed t o  an FALN pa rdon . Romero-Barcelo i s  Puerto Rico ' s  non-voting 
,legate in the U . S .  House of Representatives and a former gove rnor of the 
: l an d . He says the FALN a ren ' t  "pol i tical pri soners " but common crooks . N o ,  
,ey ' re worse , he says . More dangerous . 

"Political p r i soners are people who are in prison for the i r  polit ical 
· l i e f s ,  not people who violate tl)e l aw, " says Romero-Barcelo, who recently 
·ote a l etter t o  C linton urging him to, ikeep the FALN behind : ba rs . .  

! I '  

Romero-Barce l o ,  who also i s  opposed to Puerto Rican independence, says i t  ' s  
s ingenuous f o r  the FALN to compare the i r  sentences with those o f  other 
iminals sent enced in fede ral court . Terrorist acts are aggravating 
r cums tances j udges cannot ignore . " These are people who acted in cold blood 
t h · the purpos e  of impos ing t he i r  wi l l , " Romero-Barcelo says . "These a re the 
r s t  crimes in a democrac y .  If they said they are sorry for what they ' ve done , 

they accepted thei r  gui l t ,  then maybe my thoughts would be different . But 
ey refuse to s ay that . How can we responsibly set them free? What if they k i l l  
mebody e l s e ?  What do we s a y ,  ' Too bad ' ? " ' 

Alicia Rodrigue z ,  Lui s  Rosa and Carlos Torres say they have nothing to be 
rry for and have no intention of renouncing armed revolution . "Armed struggle 

a n  opt ion for all peoples on the Earth ,  " said Carlos Torres . 

As ked i f  he i s  opt imi s t i c  about eventua lly being pardoned and about Pue rto 
:::o ' s  gaining i t s  independence , Torres said:  " I  am opt imi stic about l i fe in 
neral .  I have f a ith that people will eventually create enough pressure so that 
:'! U . S .  governmen t  will have to release us and that Puerto Rico will be free . "  

Suddenly, a p r i s on counselor watching Torres signals that i t  ' s  t ime for the 
t erview to end . " I  have t o  go,  " · Torres s ays politely before being quickly 
:orted out o f  the prison ' s  visitors room . 
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I t ' s  clearl y  a t ragedy f o r  such intelligent and 
ndividual s  as Torres and the other FALN members to be . .. 
ehind bar s . But the FALN attacks killed and inj ured dozens<of 

. ' > '  '·i!-::.y:ీ �::'- ,;_. ు· ): .. : ··-:· ' Will P r e s i dent C linton g rant the. FALN a pardon? Probabiy no
·þ . At a ln.in innnn,.·Գ · .. · .·

he FALN will f irst have to renounce armed violence and agree t o  pursue thel.r ǥ· · · 

oal of Puerto Rican i ndependence peacefully . 

So Torres , Rodri gue z and Rosa are l i kely · to spend years Ijlore in•  p ri s on . 
rit il the memory o f  t he i r  actions fades fro:rh public consciousnes s .  · unti l  
= leasing them no longer carries a heavy domestic political cos t .  

Until society c a n  b e  certain that the FALN ' s  war is finally ove r .  

RAPHI C :  PHOTOS 1 9 PHOTOS : Clockwise from lower left : Arrested Apr i l  4 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  
!l.LN members shout from behind a screen o n  a prisoner bus ; a week later FALN 
upporters protest a t  the Cook County Criminal Courts Building ; a 1 9 7 6 explos ion 
t pol ice headquarters inj ures f ive ; a 1 97 5  FALN communique attacks "Ame rican 
:i.scists . "  I nsets : Pol i ce mug shots of FALN ' s  Luis Rosa ( from left ) , carlos 
orres and Al i c ia Rodrigue z . Tribune photo by Carl Hugare, T ribune photo by Ovie 
:i.rte r ,  U P I  pho t o ,  AP wirephoto ; inset photos ( from left) courtesy o f  Menard 
orrectional Center ,  T ribune f i les and Dwight Correctional Cente r .  ; PHOTOS 
::::o l o r )  : Carlos Torre s ,  Al i c i a  Rodriguez and Luis Rosa today: Freedom f.rom 
rison is the i r  goal . Photos by Gary Marx .  ; PHOTO : Debris l itters the s i dewalk 
uts i de New Yor k ' s  h i s toric Fraunces Tavern on Jan . 1, 1 97 4 ,  after a bomb 
Kploded, kill ing four people . FALN ' s  war on America had begun . UPI photo . ;  
HOTO : The van in which nine FALN members bent on robbing Northwestern 
niversity were nabbed in 1 98 0 .  Photo for the Tribune by Joan Mudd .  ; PHOTO : A 
BI photo from videotape shows FALN members making a bomb . 
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