UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case Nb. F-2017-09463 Doc No. C06353336 Date: 09/07/2017

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED CGlassification: UNCLASSIFIED (SENSITIVE)

Page 1 of 2

[RELEASE IN FULL|

From: SMART Archive

Sent:  4/28/2016 10:00:45 AM

To: °~ SMART Core

Subject: Tirana Highlights for April 12, 2016

UNCLASSIFIED
_ SBU

MRN: 16 MDA 8366

Date/DTG: Apr 28, 2016 7 2814002 APR 16

From: Hernandez, Allegra E

Action: . Hernandez, Allegra E ROUTINE

" E.Q. 13526

TAGS: PGOV, PREL. AL, KCOR

Captions: SENSITIVE

Subject: : Tirana Highlights for April 12, 2016
Tirana Highlights

April 12, 2016

{5BU] PM Rama In USA:

The local media is covering closely Prime Minister Edi Rama’s visit to the U.5. with an emphasis on the meeting at the
White House on April 14. The press noted that Rama's social media postings about the meetings with New York City
Mavyor Bill.de Blaslo as well as with the Atbanlan Diaspora in New York City. The media reported on the PM announcing a
global Albanian diaspora conference in Albania in Novernber 2016,

{58U] National Poll On Justice Refarm:

The Institute for Development and Research Alternatives (IDRA) published a public survey on citizens’ knowledge, support,
and expectations on justice reform. According to the survey, that the Embassy sponsored along with the Open Society
Foundation for Albania, 91% of respondents either “fully support” or "somewhat support” the need for a judicial reform.
90% of respondents believe that the EU and the United States Embassy fully support the reform, followed by the Venice
Commission (77%}. The respondents reported that judges and prosecutors are less interested in reform. 65% of Albanian
citizens are optimistic about the chances of judicial reform being approved in parliament within 2016. However, 66% also
think that there will be groups/organizations/individuals who will try 1o prevent approval of the reform. {Comment: The
findings of the survey track with the displays of strong support among ‘the general public for the reform.} -

.

{SBU) Opposition: Free And Falr Elactions Albanla's Key Priority: Democratic Party Chairman Lulzim Basha met on April 11 with
leaders of the opposition coalition partles te discuss electoral reform as well as the platform for the planned 2017 general
elections. Basha stated that free and fair elections were the most important priority for Albania. Some of the proposals
included possible changes to the electoral system including the possibility of creating a bicameral parliamentary system,
the introduction of electronic voting and counting, limiting private donations to political parties, implementing the
decriminalization law, and guaranteeing media freedom. The DP invited the Justice, Integration-and Unity Party of the
Cham community and the New Demacratic Spirit of former President Bamir Topi {which gathered around the ruling
majority in 2015} to join the oppesition coalition. (Comment: The opposition proposals broaden the scope of electoral

' refarm by going beyond making changes to address ODIHR recommendations from 2013 and 2015 elections. Some of the
changes in the electoral system raised would require constitutional amendments. Some of the proposals such as
electronic voling also appear overly ambitious or have the possibility to create complication down the line, given-that
previous similar test cases for such a system in Albania were not successful.)
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