
U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

October 17, 2019 

MR. SEAN DUNAGAN  
JUDICIAL WATCH, INC.  
400 SCOTT AVENUE  
FORT COLLINS, CO 80521 

Civil Litigation No.: 19-cv-879 
FOIPA Request No.: 1410979-000 
Subject: Records related to the April 2017 meeting 
between DOJ, FBI and the Associated Press 

Dear Mr. Dunagan: 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a.  Below you will find checked boxes under applicable statutes for the 
exemptions asserted to protect information exempt from disclosure.  The appropriate exemptions are noted on the 
processed pages next to redacted information.  In addition, a deleted page information sheet was inserted to indicate 
where pages were withheld entirely pursuant to applicable exemptions.  An Explanation of Exemptions is enclosed to 
further explain justification for withheld information. 

Section 552 Section 552a 
(b)(1) (b)(7)(A) (d)(5)

(b)(2) (b)(7)(B) (j)(2)

(b)(3) (b)(7)(C) (k)(1)

(b)(7)(D) (k)(2)

(b)(7)(E) (k)(3)

(b)(7)(F) (k)(4)

(b)(4) (b)(8) (k)(5)

(b)(5) (b)(9) (k)(6)

(b)(6) (k)(7)

28 pages were reviewed and 28 pages are being released. 

Please see the paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request and the enclosed FBI 
FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.  

 Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning, other 
Government Agency (ies) [OGA].  

 This information has been referred to the OGA(s) for review and direct response to you. 
 We are consulting with another agency.  The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information 

when the consultation is completed. 

Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your 
request.  “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests.  “Part 2” includes 
additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records on individuals.  “Part 3” includes general 
information about FBI records that you may find useful.  Also enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions.   

Although your request is in litigation, we are required by law to provide you the following information: 
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You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Sixth Floor, 441 G Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20001, or you may submit an appeal 
through OIP's FOIA online portal by creating an account on the following website: 
https://www.foiaonline.gov/foiaonline/action/public/home.  Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  If you submit your 
appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act Appeal.”  
Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 
 

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS).  The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National 
Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at 
ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769.  Alternatively, 
you may contact the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute 
resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 
 

Please direct any further inquiries about this case to the Attorney representing the Government in this 
matter.  Please use the FOIPA Request Number and/or Civil Action Number in all correspondence or inquiries 
concerning your request. 

 

 See additional information which follows. 
  

 
 

Sincerely, 

        
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures 
 

Enclosed is a copy of Bates pages 19-cv-879(FBI)-1 through 19-cv-879(FBI)-28, which represents the final 
release of information responsive to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request.  
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FBI FOIPA Addendum 

 
As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum 
includes information applicable to your request.  Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all 
requests.  Part 2 includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records on individuals.  Part 3 includes 
general information about FBI records.  For questions regarding Parts 1, 2, or 3, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under 
“Contact Us.”  Previously mentioned appeal and dispute resolution services are also available at the web address.   
 

 
Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 
 

(i) 5 U.S.C. § 552(c).  Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 
requirements of the FOIA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010)].  FBI responses are limited to those records 
subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the 
www.fbi.gov/foia website. 
 

(ii) National Security/Intelligence Records.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of national security and 
foreign intelligence records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and PA exemption (j)(2) as applicable to requests 
for records about individuals [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2); 50 U.S.C § 3024(i)(1)].  The mere 
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption 
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 
3024(i)(1)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that national security or foreign intelligence 
records do or do not exist.   
 

Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:   
 

(i) Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of 
any individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 
552/552a (b)(7)(E), (j)(2)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or 
do not exist.  
 

(ii) Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records 
which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to 
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].  
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  

 
Part 3: General Information:    

 
(i) Record Searches. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by 

searching those systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found.  A reasonable search 
normally consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records 
consisting of applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled and maintained by 
the FBI in the course of fulfilling law enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions.  The CRS spans the entire FBI 
organization and encompasses the records of FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ), FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices 
(Legats) worldwide and includes Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records.  For additional information about our record 
searches visit www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records. 
 

(ii) FBI Records.  Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission.  As part of this 
dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on 
every person, subject, or entity. 
 

(iii) Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets.  The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 
provides Identity History Summary Checks – often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheets.  These criminal 
history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.”  An Identity History Summary Check is a 
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal 
employment, naturalization, or military service.  For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History 
Summary Check.  Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks.  
Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov.  For additional information, please contact 
CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.   
 

(iv) The National Name Check Program (NNCP).  The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to 
name check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and 
domestic threats to national security.  Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies.  Private 
citizens cannot request a name check. 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

 
(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 
 
(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 
 
(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 

be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers 
to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 
(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 
 
(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 
 
(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal  privacy; 
 
(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 

information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair 
trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal  privacy, ( D ) could 
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

 
(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 
 
(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
 
(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 
 
(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control,  or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 
 
(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 

for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 
 
(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 

under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be 
held in confidence; 

 
(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to 

the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 
 
(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 
 
(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 
(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 

release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 
 
(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who 

furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
FBI/DOJ 
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JUSTIFICATION OF CODED CATEGORIES 
Judicial Watch Litigation 19-cv-879 

FOIA 

EXEMPTION 

 

CODE # 

 

CATEGORY 
 
(b)(6)/(b)(7)(C) 

 CLEARLY UNWARRANTED INVASION OF PRIVACY 

1 Names and/or Identifying Information of FBI Special Agents/Support Personnel 

2 Names and/or Identifying Information of Third Parties Merely Mentioned 

3 Names and/or Identifying Data of Third Parties of Investigative Interest 

 4 Names and/or Identifying Information of Non-FBI Federal Government Personnel 
 

(b)(7)(A) 
 PENDING LAW ENFORCEMENT PROCEEDINGS 

1 Information Which, if Disclosed, Could Reasonably be Expected to Interfere with 
Pending Law Enforcement Proceedings     

 

(b)(7)(E) 

 

 INVESTIGATIVE TECHNIQUES AND PROCEDURES 

          Cited at times in conjunction with other exemptions  

 1 Sensitive File Numbers  

 2 Dates / Types of Investigations (Preliminary / Full Investigations) 

 3 Investigative Focus of Specific Investigation 

 4 Database Identifiers 
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FD-1057 (Rev. 5-8-10) 
UNCLASSIFIED 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
l!lectronlc communication 

Ti tle : (U) Meeting with Associated Press 

From: CRIMINAL I NVESTIGATIVE 
ICU-WFO 
Contact : 

Approved By : SSA .__ __________ __, 

Drafted By: 

Case ID# : _I _______ _ (U) I 

Date : 05/05/2017 

I 

Synopsis : (U) The Associated Press requested a meeting with DOJ to 
discuss the captioned investigation. 

Full Investiga tion Initiated: 

Details : 

On April 11 , 2017 , several members of the FBI and DOJ met with 

reporters from the Associated Press (AP) at the offices of the 

Department of Justice located a t 1400 New York Avenue, Washington 

DC . AP reporters were advised everything discussed during the meeting 

is considered ' off the record' . With any questions regarding the 

exi stence or status of any investigation DOJ or FBI has , AP was issued 

no comment . The following individuals were present during the meeting: 

FBI: 

SSA!._ ______ _ 

SSA _I -----­

SA_I -----

UNCLASSIFIED 

b6 -1 
b7C -1 

b7A -1 
b7E -1 

b7E -2 

b6 -1 
b7C -1 

19-cv-879(FBI)-1 
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Title : 
Re: 

DOJ: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

(U) Meeting with Associated Press 
05/05/2017 

Trial Attorney Ann Brickley 

Chief Andrew Weissmann, DOJ Fraud Section 

AUSA Shreve Ariel of the Eastern District of New York 

AP: 

Chad Day, Jack Gillum, Ted Bridis, and Eric Tucker. 

The reporters are investigating Paul Manafort, and wanted to ascertain 

the existence or status of the government's case on Manafort. The 

reporters provided information regarding t heir investigation, which 

fol lows: 

- Manafort received money from Sergii Leshchenko, as indicated i n the 

ledger that has been made publ ic. AP has documentati on s howing t he 

money was routed through a company in Bel ize call ed Neocom 

Systems. The money then went i n to a Wachovia account. This money 

came from the Party of Regions. 

- AP believes Manafort is in violation of the Foreign Agent s 

Registrat ion Act (FARA), in that Manafort send internal U. S. documents 

to offi c i a l s in Ukraine . AP has documentation proving thi s, as wel l 

as Manafort noting h is understanding doing so would get him into 

trouble. 

- AP asked about the U.S. government charging Manafort with viol ating 

Title 18, section 1001 for lying to government officials, and have 

asked if the FBI h a s interviewed Manafort . FBI and DOJ had no comment 

on this quest ion. 

- AP asked about DOJ's and FBI 's knowledge and stat us of investi gati ng 

a storage unit owned by Manafort i n Alexandri a, VA s i nce 2012 . The 

gate code to access this storage unit is 4094489 . This storage unit 

may have damning informati on regarding Manafort 's work in Ukraine for 

UNCLASSIFIED 

2 

b7A -1 
b7E -1 

19-cv-879(FBI)-2 
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Title : 
Re: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

(U) Meeting with Associated Press 
05/05/2017 

the Party of Regions . AP obtained this information from a source they 

have. DOJ and FBI had no comment. 

- AP asked about any investigation into tax violations with which 

Manafort may be involved. AP determined Manafort has received between 

$60 million to $80 million through shell companies on which he has 

most likely not paid taxes. 

- AP has information Manafort used some of the money from shell 

companies to buy expensive suits. 

- An individual named l. lwas named in a 

proposal from Manafort7 l would be someone the FBI could 

interview, and he may be cooperative . I lknows Oleg 
Deripaska. Deripaska made approximately $66 million on the sale of 

Black Sea Cable. AP spoke with the former owner of Black Sea Cable, 

and was advised there is no way the company was worth t hat much. 

- AP asked about any MLAT t he U.S . government has issued to 

Cypress . DOJ and FBI had no comment . 

- AP asked about DOJ's and FBI's knowledge of LOAV Limited, and its 

dealings with the Black Sea Cable. Manafort has used LOAV for several 

years. DOJ and FBI had no comment. 

- AP asked about any money laundering investigation the FBI has on 

Manafort, especially using shell companies established in 

Cyprus. Some of the shell companies the AP mentioned were Alltech 

Management, Neocorra, KKI Limited, and Berunview Partners. FBI and 

DOJ had no comment. 

- AP had information on shell companies located in the Seychelles that 
were used as Ukrainian money laundering vehicles, specifically for two 

companies called Intrahold and Monohold . 

UNCLASSIFIED 

3 

b7A -1 
b7E -1 

b6 -2 
b7C -2 

19-cv-879(FBI)-3 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

Title : (U) Meeting with Associated Press 

Re: ... I _______ _. 05/05/2017 

♦♦ 

UNCLASSIFIED 

4 

b7A -1 
b7E -1 

19-cv-879(FBI)-4 
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FD-1057 (Rev. 5-8-10) 
UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
l!lectronlc communication 

Title: (U//FOUO) Meeting with AP Reporters . 

From: CRIMINAL I NVESTIGATIVE 
D6-ICU 
Contact : 

Approved By : A/uc~I _______ ___. 

Drafted By:_I __________ _, 

Case ID#:_! _______ _ (U) I 

Date: 05/11/2017 

I 

Synopsis : (U//FOUO) To document a meeting with AP reporters. 

Full Investigation Initiated: _I _____ _, 

Administrative Notes : (U//FOUO) Th is EC is i n supplement to serial 

D 
Enclosure(s) : Enclosed are the following items: 
1 . (U//FOUO) I nterview Notes 
2 . (U//FOUO) AP Reporter Business Cards 
3 . (U//FOUO) Fortunato &Venanzi 
4. (U//FOUO) Oleg Deri paksa Ad The Washingt on Post 

Details : 

on Apri l 11 , 2017, ssA ! I ssA ! I SA 

I I Trial Attorney Ann Brickley, AUSA Ariel Shreve, EDNY, 
and Chi ef of the DOJ Fraud Section of the DOJ, Andrew Weissman, met 

with the following AP report ers: Chad Day, Jack Gillum, Ted Bridis, 

and Eri c Tucker . The meeting was arranged by Andrew Weissman at 1400 

New York Ave, Washington, DC . 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 

b6 -1 
b7C -1 

b7A - 1 
b7E - 1 

b7E -2 

b7A - 1 
b7E -1 

b6 -1 
b7C -1 

19-cv-879(FBI)-5 
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UNCLASSIFIED// FOUO 

Title : (U//FOUO) Meeting with AP Reporters . 
Re: .... I _______ I 05/11/2017 

The purpose of the meeting, as it was explained to SSA ~I ____ ___. was 

to obtain documents from the AP reporters that were related to their 

investigative reports on Paul Manafort . However, a f ter t he meeting 

was started and it was explained to the reporters that there was 

nothing that the FBI could provide to them, the reporters opted to ask 

a series of questions to see if the FBI would provide 

clarification . No commitments were made to assist the reporters i n 

their further investigation into the life and activities of Paul 

Manaf ort and the AP reporters understood that t he meeting would be off 

the r ecord. 

The reporters advised t h at their next report, whi ch was scheduled to 

come out in the next day or so after t he meeting, would focus on 

confirming, to the extent t hat they could payments in the so called 

"bl ack ledger" that were allegedly made to Manafort . The evidence 

that they were able to find confirmed that the NeoCom payments 

documented in the ledger which was a $455,249 + $1 payment were 

transferred i nto a Wachovia Account in t he 2007 to 2009 time 

f rame . They also mentioned the company Graten Al liance as bei ng 

another company t hat was l inked to funds sent t o Manafort . 

The AP reporters also discussed their interviews in Cyprus . They 

reiterated what t hey had written in their article, which was a 

response from t he Cypriot Anti -Money Laundering Authority (MOKAS) that 

they had fully responded to Department of Treasury agents in response 

to t he ir request. The AP reporters were interested in how this 

arrangement worked and if t he U.S . had made a formal r equest . FBI/DOJ 

did not respond, but Andrew Weissman s uggested that t hey ask the 

Cypriots if they had provided everything to which they had access or 

if they only provided wh at t hey we r e legally required t o provide. 

The AP reporters briefly discussed Manafort ' s relationship with 

Ukrainian Oligarch Rinaht Akhme tov . According to the AP reporters , 

Manafort had done work for Akhmetov back in the early years of his 

time as a political consultant in Ukraine . Based on their research, 

Akhmetov, who t hey described as running i n the same circles as Oleg 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 

2 

b7A -1 
b7E -1 

b6 -1 
b7C -1 

19-cv-879(FBI)-6 
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UNCLASSIFIED// FOUO 

Title : (U//FOUO) Meeting with AP Reporters . 

Re: ________ I 05/11/2017 

Deripaska, was introduced to Manafort by a U. K. person named□ 
_____ !(Agent's Note -I I 

The AP report ers asked about FARA violations and they were generally 

tol d that they are enf orceable. 

The AP report ers then discussed Manafort ' s time in Ukraine. According 

to them, they had seen internal U.S. work product t hat had been sent 

to Ukraine. The product was described as an internal White Hou se 

document. I t was not clear if t he document was classified. There was 

a note a t tached t o the document that asked for limited dist ribution 

t hat was s i g ned by Manafor t. 

The AP reporters asked if there had been any official requests to 

other countries . FBI/DOJ decl i ned t o discuss specifics, except to 

state that the Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty requests are negotiated 

by dipl omats, so they should remain at t h a t l evel . 

The AP report ers advised that t hey had located a s t orage facility in 

Virgini a that belonged to Manafort. They had developed i n formation 

indicating that ther e were boxes of records that were from the 1 990 (s) 

poten t i ally t o t h e present. The records i nc l uded his t i me working for 

the Party of Regions i n Ukraine, as well as records and other 

materials from his "film career" where he made a film u sing Puerto 

Rican film tax credits . The film was cal led " Successful Vanquishing ." 

As far as they could determine, Manaf o rt had not actually been i n the 

storage locker for sever a l years. Their understanding is t hat i t was 

back in 2012 or 2013 when Manafort last accessed the locker . The code 

to t he lock on the locker is 40944859 . The reporters we re aware of 

the Uni t number and address, but t hey declined to shar e t hat 

inf ormation. Their informat ion indicated that the payments for t he 

locker were made f rom t he DM Partners account t hat received money from 

the Party of Regions. 

The impression that their sources give is that Manaf ort was not 

precise about his finances, specifically as i t related to t he "black 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 

3 

b7A -1 
b7E -1 

b6 -2 
b7C -2 

19-cv-879(FBI)-7 
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UNCLASSIFIED// FOUO 

Title : (U//FOUO) Meeting with AP Reporters . 
Re: ,__ ______ ____,! OS/11/2017 

ledger . " The AP reporters calculated that he received $60 to $80 
mil lion from his work in Ukraine , during the time period the ledger 

was kept. According to their review of the l edger, i t appears that 

there is a slightly lesser amount documented based on all of the 

entries . The AP reporters accessed a copy of the ledger on line, 

describing it as "public" document (Agent's note - the ledger has been 

published in its entirety by the National Anti-Corruption Bureau of 

Ukraine, after it was given to them by Sergei Leshenko, Ukrainian RADA 

member and investigative reporter.) 

The AP reporters discussed several entries or individuals that they 

felt should be followed up on : 

1) A $50,000 payment to ! !and l (Agent ' s Note - See 
attached D&B registration and Leagle entry.) According to what they 

could determine, the store is now closed and there are several 

lawsuits pending against it. In addition, it is not the type of men's 

store where you could spend that much money on men's clothing. 

2) 1 land his relationship to both Deripaska and l._ __ ~ 
I I allegedly met l I in December 2006.) According 
to their sources, I ! introduced Manafort to Deripaska in 2007, 

on a yacht off the coast of Montenegro . During the meeting, Deripaska 

allegedly contracted or engaged Manafort to assist the Montenegrin 
pol iticians with their independence from Serbia, incl uding supporting 

the former Prime Minister/President who was l eading the secession 

campaign. Deripaska's interest was in the aluminum factory that was 

in Montenegro . Allegedly, Deripaska also contracted or facilitated 

Manafort's work in Ukraine. The meeting on the Yacht was a 

negotiation to decide who woul d be paying for what. 

As an aside, the AP reporters advised that Deripaska 's current lawyer 

is threatening to sue them over their article about his relationship 
with Manafort. His lawyer is a NFI Schiller from Schiller, Boies 

(Agent ' s note - Boies, Schiller, Flexner ' s main office is New York, 

NY.) Prior to the conversation with the lawyer, Deripaska took out a 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 

4 

b7A -1 
b7E -1 

b7A -1 

b6 -2 
b7C -2 

19-cv-879(FBI)-8 
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UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 

Title : (U//FOUO) Meeting with AP Reporters . 

Re: ~I ______ ___.l 05/11/2017 

quarter page ad in The Washington Post, denying the AP 

report. (Agent's note - a copy of the denial is attached to this 

EC.) After they spoke to the lawyer, he took out a full page ad 

denying his relationship with Manafort. 

3) The AP reporters suggested that !._ _____ __, a Manafort empl oyee 

in Ukraine, may have knowledge about the payments in the 

l edger . Allegedly, Manafort turned over everything to him when he 

left. 

4) Loav Ltd. , which is listed in t he "black l edger," was incorporated 

in Delaware in 1992 , possibly by Manafort. 

5) NeoCom - The AP reporters questioned whether this company was 

incorporated solely to cover up money laundering, since their 

investigation had determined that the source of the computers was 

fictitious, although they did not provide any evidence to confirm this 

statement. 

6) Kypros Chrysostomides from Cyprus - He is listed as owner or 

shareholder of some of the Manafort linked companies that t hey have 

been able to identify, including the some of the following: All Tech, 

Global, Yiakora, Leviathon Advisors, KKI Ltd. (Camans ), Vernon View , 

Tignes Lt d., and Antes Management. As a result of the International 

Consortium of Investigative Journalists ' ( I CIJ) Panama Papers 

investi gation, they determined that Deripaska also had companies that 

were incorporated by Chrysostomides and l inked to Sper bank. 

7) Seychelles FIU - They are investigating two companies linked to 

former President Victor Yanukovych. The companies are called Inter­

Hold and Mono- Hold and they were also connected to Manafort , 

specifically as it related t o Black Sea Cable. 

8) Kyrgyzstan - Any relationship that Manafort may have had to 

Kyrgyzstan . 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 
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9) Montenegrin Independence Campaign - The company Basic Element 

(Agent ' s Note - Basic Element is Deripaska ' s company.) may have 

provided some or all of the private equity that funded the Montenegrin 

Independence Campaign. 

10) Black Sea Cable - The AP reporters did some investigation of this 

deal and in their opinion, the deal did not make good business 

sense. The company that they were buying, Black Sea Cable, was a very 

small operation in Odessa, Ukraine that was supposed to be the entree 

into the cable market for the region . The original investment was 

around 19-20 million dollars, which was then supposed to make 

Deripaska and Manafort a 60 million dollars NET gain. In their 

opinion this deal was likely not legitimate, since the original 

operation was not a good first investment platform because it lacked 

infrastructure or possibilities for expansion. They said that the 

estimate of the value was off by a value of ten, according to a source 

that they spoke to who was familiar with the company. They also said 

that the companies Inter-Hold and Mono-Hold were a part of the deal . 

I n their opinion, Manafort often promised more than he could 

deliver. Al l egedly, when the Black Sea Cable deal fell through, 

Deripaska wanted to go after Manafort in court, but Yanukovych 

prevented him from pursuing any legal options against Manafort. Once 

Yanukovych was out of office, Deripaska filed suit against Manafort 

over this deal. 

Allegedly, Manaf ort also over promised Deripaska when he signed his 

contract with him back in 2006 time frame. The contract, which they 

did not produce, al l egedly included assistance with investments, as 

well as political advice, for proposed future work in the U.S. There 

is no indication that the AP reporters could find that Manafort 

facilitated any U.S. investments for Deripaska . 

11) Konstantin Klimnic - Klimnic was one of Manafort's Ukrainian 

operatives/employees . He is allegedly associated with the Russian 

Intelligence Services . 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 
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Re: _I _________ 05/11/2017 

At the conclusion of the meeting, the AP reporters asked if we would 

be willing to tell them if t hey were off based or on the wrong traack 

and they were advised that t hey appeared to have a good understanding 

of Manafort ' s business dealings. 

♦♦ 
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FD-1057 (Rev. 5-8-10) 
UNCLASSIFIED/ /LES 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
l!lectronlc communication 

Ti tle : (U//LES ) Meeting Notes 

From: SCO 
Contact : 

Approved By : David W Archey 

Drafted By: 

Case ID#~--------- (U)I 

Date : 06/29/2018 

I 

Synopsis : (U//LES) To attach for the file the handwritten meeting 
notes of SA i I 
Reference : _! _____________ _. 

Enclosure(s) : Enclosed are the following items: 

L (U//LES) SA i I handwritten notes from an an April 
11, 2017 meeting wi th the Associated Press. 
2 _ (U/ /LES) sAI !handwritten notes from an an April 
11, 2017 meeting with the Associated Press. 

Details: 

On Tuesday, June 26, 2018, FBI SAi ~furnished to DOJ 

Senior Financial Investigator ! _his handwritten 

notes from an April 11, 2017 meeting with the Associated Press. The 

original notes have been enclosed in an FD-340 (la Envelope) with a 

copy attached for the captioned FBI investigative file and 

subsequently uploaded to the JCON investigative file . 

UNCLASSIFIED//LES 

b6 - 1 ,4 
b7C -1, 4 

b7A -1 
b7E -1 

b6 -1 
b7C -1 

b7A -1 
b7E -1 

b6 - 1 
b7C -1 

b 6 -1,4 
b7C -1,4 
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UNCLASSIFIED//LES 

Title : (U//LES) Meeting Notes 
Re: ~I ______ _,l 06/29/2018 

♦♦ 

UNCLASSIFIED//LES 

2 

b7A -1 
b7E -1 
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From: 
Sent 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Tuesday, June 26, 2018 2:03 PM 
I !Asonye, Uw {USAVAE} 

1 I 
Documents received frorn SAl J Jµne 26, 2018 
SAJ !_Notes .. .--. .AP ... Meeting _ _ApriU 1...2017.pdf; FD-597 
_Receipt..;of_Property_Sejzed_and_FD-886 
_Evidence __ CollectedJtem_i.og ... ··.,Public.,Stornge .. Search .. May .. 27 .. 2017.pdf 

I received the foUowlng docurnents today from S~._ ____ ___. 

1. SAl !Notes from theAprll 11, 2017 Meeting with the AP; 

b6 -1,4 
b7C -1 , 4 

j b6 -1 
1 b7C -1 
~ 
~ 2. FD-S97 - Receipt of Property Sei.z:ed from the Public Storage Search on May 27, 2017; 

3 . FD-·886 - Evidence Collected Item log for the May 27, 2017 Public Storage Search as prepared bys~ I I - ~~ 

Copies are attached for the JCON Discovery File; I -..vii! draft ECsto upload into Sentinel. 

D 

I I 
Senior Financial Investigator _ _ 
DOJ Money Laundering and Asset Recovery Section (MLARS} 
Office at the SoFia! Counsel 

I -Desk 
- Cen ,__ ___ __, 

1 

b6 -4 
b7C -4 
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