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From: Sullivan, Jacobh J

Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 11:09 AM

To: 'hdr22@clintonemail com’ <hdr22@clintonemail com>
Ce: Mills, Cheryl D

Subject: Key points

HRC, Cheryl -

Below is my stab at tp's for the Scnator call. Cheryl, I've left the last point blank for you. These are rough but you
get the point.

1 look forward to sitting down and having a Hillary-to-John conversation about what we know: [ know you were
frustrated by the briefing we did and I'm sorry our hands were tied in that setting.

It's important we see each other in person, but over the phone today I just wanted to make a few points.

First, we have been takmg this deadly seriously, as we should, 1 set up the ARB in record time, with serious people
on it. [ will got to the bottom of all the security questions. We are a]so in overdrive working to track down the killers,

and not just through the FBI. We will get this right.

Second, the White House and Susan were not making things up. They were going with what they were told by the
IC. :

The real story may have been obvious to You from the start (and indeed I called it an assault by heavily armed
militants jn my first statement), but the IC gave us very different information. They were unanimous about it. -

Let me read you an email from the day before Susan went on the shows. It provides the talking points for HPSCI and
for her public appearance. It's from a very senior official at CIA, copying his counterparts at DNI, NCTC, and FBI:

Here are the talking points...

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a dircct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its
annex. There are indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

~This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as currently available
information continues to be cvaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to bring to justice thosz
responsible for the deaths US citizens.

That is exactly what Susan said, following the guidance from the IC. She obviously got bad advice. But she was not
shading the trath.

Third, you have to remember that the video WAS important. We had four embassies breached because of protests
inspired by it - Cairo, Tunis, Khartoum, and Sanaa. We had serious sccurity challenges in Pakistan and Chennai and
some other places. All this was happening at the same time, So many of the contemporaneous comments about the
video weren't referring in any way to Benghazi, Now of course even in those countrics it was about much much more
than the video, but the video was certainly a piece of it - one we felt we had to speak to so that our ellies in those
countries would back us up.
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Fourth, this CNN dla.l'}" drama has not beem hefpful in laying out the facts, (CI-[I:RYL can help you here in
cs!abllshlng what the diery actually says.}
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