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WASHINGTON — Seven months ago, a respected former British spy named Christopher Steele
wott a contract to build & file on Donald J. Trump's ties fo Russia. Last week, tus furid account —
unsubstantiated accounts of frolics with prostitites, real estate deals that were infended as bribes
and coordination with Russian intelffigence of the hacking of Democrats — was summarized for
&, Trump in an appendix fo a fop-segrat intefigence repaort.

The consequences have been incalculable and will play out long past %naugw&%mn Diay. Word of
the summary, which was alse givento President Gbama and to congressianal leaders, leaked to
CNN on Tuesday, and the rest of the maedia followed with sensational reports.

. Trump denounced the unproven claims Wednesday as a fabrncation a Nazi-style slander
concocted by “sick peaple.” it has further undermined. at least temporarily, s re atmnsh;p with the
infeligence agencies and cast a shadow over the new administration

Parts of the story remmain out of reach — most critically the basic question of how much, i
anvthing. in the dossier is frue Bititis poss;bie to piece togethera rough narmative of what led to
the current crisis, inchuding Engening questions about the ties binding Mr: Trump and histeam o
Russia. The episade also offers a glimpse of the hidden side of g}fesss;%emm campaigns, invahing
private sieuths-for-hire looking for the worst they can find about the next American leader.

The story begar in September 2015, when a wealihy Republican donor who sfrongly opposed Mr
Trump put up the money to hire a Washington research firm run by former journalists, Fusion GPS,
to compile a dossier about the real eslate magnate’s past scandais and weaknesses, according
to & person famifiar with the effort. The person described the opposition research work on
condition of anonymity, citing the volatile nature of the stary and the likelihood of future E&gai
disputes. The identity of the donor who funded the effort is unclear.

Fusion GFS, headed by a former Wall Street Joumal journalist Known for his dogged reporting,
Slenn Simpson, most often works for business clients. But in presidential glections, the fumis
sometimes hired by candidates, party ofganizations of donors o do ;}@i&tiﬁai appo” work —
shorthand for opposition research — on the side.

it is routine work and ordinanily involves creating a big, searchable database of public information:
past news reports, documents from fawsuits and other relevant data. For months, Fusion GPS
gathered the documents and put together %he files from M 1 mmp 's past in business and
entertainment, a rich targel.

After M. Trump emerged as the presurmptive Republican nonunee in the spring, the Republicans
no fonger wanted to finance the efforl. But Democratic supporters of Hillary Clinton were very
interoctend snd Tucion BDR kont dainn the came rean dives intn Mr Trimn's rerard bad an
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behal of new clienis.

In June, the tenor of the effort suddenly changed. The Washingion Post reported that the
Democratic National Commitiee had been hacked, apparently by Russian government agents,
and a mysterious figure calling himsall "Guegifar 2. o began to publish the stalen documants
anline.

Wr. Simpson hired Mr. Steele, a former British intelligence officer with whom he had worked
pefore kir. Steels mn his eariy 50s, had sewved undercover in Mascow in the early 1980s and later
wasthe top expert an Russia at the London headquarters of Britain's spy service, Mi6. When he
stepped dowrn in 2009, he started his own commercial m%eiisaeme firm, Otbis Business
irteliigence.

The former journalist and the former spy, according to peopie who knaw therm, had a simitar dark
view of President Viadimir V. Putin of Russia, a former K.G B officer, and the varied tactics he
and his inteligence operatives used to smear, biackmail or bribe their targets.

As a former spy who had camied out espionage inside Russia, Mr. Steels was in ng position to
travel to Moscow to study M. Trump's connechions there. %mtear:i he hired native Russian
speakers to call informants inside Russia and made surreptiious comtact with his own
connections inthe country as well.

8. Steele wrote up his findings In a seres of memos, each a few pages long, that he began to
deliver to Fusion GPS in June and continuad at least untit December. By then, the election was
over, and neither Mr. Steele nor Mr. Simpson had a client to pay them, but they did not stop what
they heéievgd_?ﬁ be very important work. (Mr. Simpson declined to comment for this article, and
M. Stesie did not immediately reply (o a request for comment )

The memaos described two different Russian operations. The first was a yearslong effort to find a
way foinfluence Mr Trump, perhaps because he had contacts with Russian oligarchs whom e
Pulin wanted {o keep close frack of According to Mr. Steele’s memos, it used an array of familiar
Russiar tactics: the gathering of "kompromat.” compromising material such as alleged tapes of
& Trnp with prostitites in a Moscow hotel, and proposals for business deals attractive to My
Trump {o win fus allegiance.

The goal would probably never have heen to make Mr. Trump a knowing agent of Russia, butto
make him a source who might provide information to friendly Russian contacts. But if Mr. Putin
and his agents wanted to entangie Mr. Trump using busmess deals, they did not do Hvery
successiully — Mr. Trump has said he has no major pmp{ﬂ'ﬁes inside Russia.

The second Russian operation described was revent a series of contacts with Mr. Trump’s
reprasentatives during the campaign, m part to discuss the hacking of the Demncratic National
Committee and Mrs. Clinton’s campaign chaimman, John O, Podesta. According to Mr. Steele’s
sources, i involved, among other things, a late-sumimer meeting in Prague between Michael
Caohen, a lawyer for Mr. Trump, and Oleg Solodukhin, a Russian official who works for
Rossofrudnichestva, an organization that promaotes Russia’s inferests abroad.

By alt accounds, Mr. Steele has an excellent repitation with American and British intelligence
colleagues and had done work for the £ 81 on the invesiigation of bribery at FIFA_soccer's
globat governing body. Colleagues say he was acutely aware ¢f the danger he and his associates
were being fed Russian disinformation. Russian intefiigence had mounted a complex hacking and
feaking operation to damage ks, Clinton, afier all, and a similar operation against & Trump
was an obvious possibility.

But much of what he was toid, and passed onto Fusion GPS, was very difficult to cherk And
some of the claims that can be checked seem problematic. Mr. Cohen. for instance. said on
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Twilter on Tuesday night that he has never been in Prague, Mr. Galodukhin, his purparted Russian
cortact, denied in g telephons intenvisw that he had ever met Mr. Cohen of anyone associated
with M. Trump. The president-elect on Wednasday cited news reports that a different Michael
Cehen with no Trump Hes may have vsited Frague and that the two Cohens might hayve been
mixed up in Mr. Steele’s reports.

But word of a dossier had begun to spread through m%’é’zicaé circles. Rick Wilsar, a Republican
;:m%éiica% Gg’semtiv‘e w%m Waa w«:gﬁ;éfgg; f@z a “Sﬁgser PAL"‘ guppmﬁﬂg Marm Rubig, said he nea rfi
knew. f}ﬁw_; f:ampaigns ar sd saper Pf’-‘x{la ware aERa cieveia;:mg more ismi’{ed {3;3§395§§; on magafs:h.
into Mr. Trump's Russia ties.

By early fall, some of &, Steele’s memos had been givento the F 81 and to journalisis. An M6
offtcial. whose job does not pemmit bim to be quoted by name, said that in late summer or early
fall, Mr. Steele also passed the reports he had preparad on Mr. Trump and Russia to British
mteiﬁ;t}enw Mr Steele was concermned about what he was hearing about k. Trump, and he
thaught that the information shoulid not be solely in the hanids of peaple looking to win a political
contest.

After the election, the memas, still being supplemented by his inquiries, became one of
Washington's worst-kepl secrets, as reponers scrambiled to try 1o confinm or disprove their
coptents. '

Word also reached Capitol Hill Senator Jobut MeCain, Republican of Arizona, heard about the
dossier and oblained a copy in December from David 4. Kramer, a former top State Department
official wha works for the McCain Institute at Arizona State Uiniversity. Mr. McCain passed the
informatian to James B. Comey, the F B director.

Remarkabily for Washington, many reporters for compeling news organizations had the salacious
and damning memos, bt they did not leak, because their contents could not be confirmed. That
changad only this w;ﬁek after the heads of the CLA  the F.B1 and the National S Security Agency
added a summary of the memas, along with information gathered form other inteligence sources,
ta their repoit an the Russian wb erattack on the elaction.

MNow, after the most contentious of glections, Americans are divided and confused about what to
believe about the incoming president. And there is no prospect soon for full clarity on the veracily
of the claims made against him.

Hisa remarkable moment in history,” sard Mr. Wilson the Florida poliical aperative. “What warld
did wake up n?

et politics and Washingion news updates via Facebook, Twitter and in the Moming Briefing
newsiefter
Jorathan Martting, Mark Mazzettr and Enc Schiniit contributed reporting.
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