Obtained via MD PIA by Judicial Watch, Inc.

What is intersectionality?

Exposing [one’s] multiple identities can help clarify the ways in which a person can simultaneously
experience privilege and oppression. For example, a Black woman in America does not experience
gender inequalities in exactly the same way as a white woman, nor racial oppression identical to
that experienced by a Black man. Each race and gender intersection produces a qualitatively
distinct life.

Per Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw, "Intersectionality is simply a prism to see the interactive effects
of various forms of discrimination and disempowerment. It looks at the way that racism, many
times, interacts with patriarchy, heterosexism, classism, xenophobia — seeing that the overlapping
vulnerabilities created by these systems actually create specific kinds of challenges.
“Intersectionality 102,” then, is to say that these distinct problems create challenges for
movements that are only organized around these problems as separate and individual. So when
racial justice doesn’t have a critique of patriarchy and homophobia, the particular way that racism
is experienced and exacerbated by heterosexism, classism etc., falls outside of our political
organizing. It means that significant numbers of people in our communities aren’t being served by
social justice frames because they don't address the particular ways that they’re experiencing
discrimination.”





