
Periodic Review Secretariat: 

Subsequent Full Review, June 12, 2025 

ISN 10017, Mustafa “Abu Faraj Al Libi” Faraj Muhammad Masud Al Jadid Al Uzaybi 

 

Events: 

On June 12, 2025, at 9:10 a.m., a Periodic Review Board (PRB) subsequent full review hearing 

convened by telecast between the Military Commissions Remote Hearing Room (RHR) at Fort George 

G. Meade, MD, and a courtroom on U.S. Naval Station Guantanamo Bay. A representative of Judicial 

Watch was the only observer in attendance. Proceedings began at 9:00 a.m., prior to the telecast, and 

the Board was announced as being composed of representatives from the Department of Defense, the 

Department of State, the Department of Justice, the Department of Homeland Security, the Office of 

the Director of National Intelligence, and the Office of the Secretary of Defense/Joint Staff. 

 

The speaker for the Board noted that the detainee, ISN 10017, Mustafa Faraj Muhammad Masud Al 

Jadid Al Uzaybi (al-Libi) had elected not to attend the PRB. The detainee's Personal Representative 

reported that the detainee had read the government's summary statement, the Personal Representative's 

statement, and the Private Counsel's statement. The government characterized al-Libi as a person who 

had traveled to Afghanistan at a very young age with the express intention to join Al Qaeda. He 

eventually rose through the ranks and became both an advisor and a communications facilitator for 

Osama Bin Laden. 

 

The detainee's Personal Representative stated that he was unable to provide a characterization of al-

Libi because the detainee had only accepted one of the fifteen meetings he had requested. According to 

al-Libi, this was due to his extensive health problems.  

 

The detainee's Private Counsel read a long statement with visibly redacted paragraphs. Half of the 

statement accused the Board of being capricious, with a history of making arbitrary decisions on no 

evidence, and the other half of the statement claimed that the detainee was so severely disabled (all 

disability attributed to CIA torture) that not only would he be entirely incapable of conceiving of and 

directing a terroristic plot but should be granted transfer on compassionate medical grounds. The 

Private Counsel also characterized al-Libi as consistently respectful and polite, espousing dedication to 

being a peaceful person and apologetic for how his past actions have impacted his family, and that his 

former extremist actions were the result of his misguided youth. Additionally, his Private Counsel said 

that the detainee's time in custody has revealed to him the goodness of many people and the 

graciousness of Allah. If the detainee ever leaves GTMO, “all he wants is a great, big, soft pillow,” 

because he is tired and in pain, and his hearing has been reduced by 50 percent in his right ear, with no 

hearing in his left. 

 

Observations: 

This is ISN 10017's fourth subsequent full review, with the most recent review completed in August of 

2023. Although the PRS website is no longer tracking file reviews, it is likely that the detainee's files 

were checked for new or reevaluated information twice or three times since the last PRB, and this 

subsequent full review was triggered by process requirements.  

 

The detainee has attended prior PRBs and has not appeared visibly ill. The Private Counsel's assertion 

that Dr. Zenakis has labeled al-Libi as one of the most severely disabled detainees in GTMO was a 

surprise. The full nature of the detainee's medical complaints was not presented and may have been the 

reason for the extensive redactions noted in the Private Counsel's statement. However, the disclosure of 

the detainee’s hearing loss does not align with other detainees' medical problems associated with the 



enhanced interrogation techniques, calling into question the origin of his hearing loss. 

 

The Private Counsel made a good argument for compassionate release but may have sabotaged her case 

by publicly discrediting the Board’s decisions, especially accusing it of being unpredictable and 

arbitrary.  

 

The Private Counsel repeated the detainee's prior apology to his family members for negatively 

impacting them by his actions, adding that the detainee regretted the decisions he made in his youth and 

how they impacted the world negatively. However, the detainee’s expression of remorse and a changed 

heart served to highlight his lack of apology to his victims.  

 

The Board is unlikely to approve this detainee for transfer but may encourage the Personal 

Representative and Private Counsel to obtain additional information that could be used in a file review 

to trigger a swifter reconsideration and another subsequent full review. Such additional information 

might include letters of pledged support from al-Libi’s family if transfer is approved, especially since 

the Private Counsel is arguing that the detainee is incapacitated to the point of being unable to support 

himself. 


