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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIs ~ Salendar, 5

COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION 35105165
JUDICIAL WATCH, INC., )
)
Plaintiff, ) Case No.: 2025CH11002
)
Vs. ) In Chancery
) Injunction/Temporary Restraining Order
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR, )
)
Defendant. )
)

COMPLAINT IN CHANCERY FOR
DECLARATORY JUDGMENT AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF

NOW COMES Plaintiff, Judicial Watch, Inc., by and through its attorneys, CHALMERS,
ADAMS, BACKER & KAUFMAN, LLC, and prays that this Court render a declaratory
judgment and grant injunctive relief under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5
ILCS § 140/1, et seq. For its Complaint, Plaintiff states as follows:

JURISDICTION AND VENUE
1. The Court has jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 5 ILCS § 140/11(d).
2. Venue is proper in Cook County pursuant to 5 ILCS § 140/11(c).
PARTIES

3. Plaintiff Judicial Watch, Inc. (“Plaintiff”) is a not-for-profit, educational
organization incorporated under the laws of the District of Columbia. Plaintiff seeks to promote
transparency, accountability, and integrity in government and fidelity to the rule of law. As part
of its mission, Plaintiff regularly requests records from public bodies, analyzes the responses it
receives, and disseminates its findings to the American public to inform them about “what their

government is up to.”
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4. Defendant Office of the Mayor, City of Evanston (“Defendant” or “Office of the
Mayor”) is a “public body” as defined by 5 ILCS § 140/2(a). Defendant has possession, custody,
and control of the public records to which Plaintiff seeks access. See 5 ILCS 140/2(c).

STATEMENT OF FACTS

5. Evanston Mayor Daniel Biss has publicly discussed his actions to limit federal
immigration enforcement efforts within the city. According to statements reported by Fox News
(Sep. 11, 2025), Mayor Biss said that upon learning of planned federal immigration enforcement
activity in Evanston, he notified residents so they could “protect themselves.” He further stated
that the city has taken extensive measures to “protect residents” from federal immigration
enforcement, including enacting statutory policies that restrict local law enforcement
cooperation. In addition, Mayor Biss reportedly directed that license plate reader cameras be
turned off to prevent data from being shared with federal immigration authorities.” Fox News

(Sept. 11, 2025)(available at https://www.foxnews.com/politics/chicago-area-mayor-

congressional-candidate-brags-about-lengths-hes-gone-flummox-

ice?msockid=3f03e041{47b637d079df414{5e26211).

6. On September 25, 2025, Plaintiff submitted a FOIA request to Defendant seeking
access to the following public records:

1. Records of Mayor Biss’s Activities Related to ICE Operations and
Protests:

a. All documents, emails, memoranda, reports, or notes created by
Mayor Daniel Biss regarding efforts to disrupt, monitor, or oppose
ICE operations, including but not limited to his “Operation
Midway Blitz” in Evanston, Chicago, or surrounding areas.

b. Records about Mayor Biss’s participation in protests or public
demonstrations related to ICE activities, including but not limited
to the protest at the ICE facility in Broadview, Illinois, on or
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around September 19, 2025, where tear gas was deployed (as
reported by Axios Chicago and Evanston RoundTable).

Time logs, schedules, or calendars showing Mayor Biss’s activities
during work hours, including any time spent away from official
mayoral duties to engage in protests or monitoring ICE activities.

Media Related to ICE Protests and Activities:

All photographs, videos, or audio recordings created, received, or
maintained by the City of Evanston or Mayor Biss (on city-issued
devices or accounts) depicting Mayor Biss’s participation in ICE-
related protests or monitoring activities.

Any photographs, videos, or audio recordings from private devices
(e.g., Mayor Biss’s personal cell phone) that were used or shared in
an official capacity or during city work hours related to ICE
activities or protests.

Communications Involving Mayor Biss:

All communications (emails, text messages, phone call logs, or
other correspondence) from city-issued phones, computers, or
accounts involving Mayor Biss related to ICE operations, protests,
or sanctuary city policies. This includes, but is not limited to:

» Communications with local law enforcement (Evanston
Police Department) regarding ICE activities, non-
cooperation policies, or the deactivation of license plate
cameras.

* Communications with the Illinois State Police regarding
ICE operations or protests.

* Communications with the Office of the Governor of
[llinois (e.g., Governor JB Pritzker or his staff) regarding
ICE operations, “Operation Midway Blitz,” or related
protests.

* Communications with the Mayor of Chicago (e.g., Mayor
Brandon Johnson or his staff) regarding ICE operations,
protests, or sanctuary city coordination.

= Communications with other political candidates in the

2026 Illinois 9th Congressional District race (e.g., Kat
Abughazaleh, Bushra Amiwala) regarding ICE
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operations, protests, or campaign activities tied to these
events.

» Communications with senior state officials or other
individuals who provided Mayor Biss with intelligence
about ICE operations, as referenced in his CNN interview
on or around September 8, 2025. b. Any public
statements, press releases, or social media posts (from
city accounts or Mayor Biss’s official accounts) related to
ICE operations, protests, or sanctuary city policies.

b. Any public statements, press releases, or social media posts (from
city accounts or Mayor Biss’s official accounts) related to ICE
operations, protests, or sanctuary city policies.

License Plate Camera Deactivation:

a. All records, policies, directives, or communications related to
Mayor Biss’s decision to deactivate Evanston’s license plate
cameras, as reported on YouTube and other sources, including:

» The rationale, legal basis, or orders issued to deactivate
the cameras.

* Any analysis or reports on the impact of deactivating
license plate cameras on local law enforcement
operations, public safety, or investigations (e.g., ability to
track suspects or vehicles).

= Communications between the City of Evanston and the
Evanston Police Department regarding the deactivation of
license plate cameras and its effects on law enforcement
coordination with state or federal agencies.

* Any complaints, concerns, or feedback from local law
enforcement or community members regarding the
camera deactivation.

Use of City Resources and Taxpayer Time:
a. Records documenting Mayor Biss’s use of city resources (e.g.,

staff time, vehicles, or equipment) for activities related to ICE
protests, monitoring, or rapid response training during work hours.
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b. Payroll or timekeeping records indicating whether Mayor Biss was
compensated during periods spent on ICE-related protests or
activities outside his official mayoral duties.

c. Any ethics or conflict-of-interest reviews related to Mayor Biss’s
use of city time or resources for protest activities or his
congressional campaign.

6. Sanctuary City Policies and ICE Non-Cooperation:

a. All records related to Evanston’s sanctuary city policies, including
ordinances, resolutions, or directives prohibiting local police
cooperation with ICE, as referenced by Mayor Biss in his CNN
interview.

b. Any legal opinions, memoranda, or correspondence with state or
federal agencies regarding the implementation of sanctuary city
policies or non-cooperation with ICE.

The timeframe of the request was identified as “January 1, 2025, to present.”

7. Defendant acknowledged receipt of Plaintiff’s request by email on September 25,
2025, and advised Plaintiff that the request could be tracked online.

8. That same day, Defendant notified Plaintiff by email that five additional days
were needed to compile the records from the City of Evanston.

0. By email dated October 9, 2025, Defendant deemed the request “unduly

burdensome” and could not comply with the request within the time limits prescribed by law.

COUNT ONE
(Violation of FOIA, 5 ILCS 140)

10. Plaintiff reaffirms paragraphs 1-9 as though fully restated herein.

11. Defendant is in violation of FOIA by failing to produce all non-exempt records
responsive to Plaintiff’s FOIA request.

12. Due to the nature of the request, Plaintift has no way to narrow the request

pursuant to 5 ILCS 140/3(g).
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13. The burden on the public body to produce all non-exempt, responsive records
does not outweigh the public interest in access to the requested information. See 5 ILCS
140/3(g).

14. Plaintiff is being irreparably harmed by Defendant’s failure to produce all non-
exempt, responsive records as Plaintiff is being denied its legal right to inspect public records.

15. Plaintiff has no adequate remedy at law.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays that the Court: (A) declare Defendant to be in violation of
the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS §140/1, et seq.; (B) order Defendant to produce
any and all non-exempt, public records responsive to Plaintiff’s FOIA request; (C) enjoin
Defendant from withholding access to non-exempt public records responsive to Plaintiff’s FOIA
request; (D) order Defendant to prepare an affidavit identifying with specificity any and all
public records responsive to Plaintift’s FOIA request that are claimed to be subject to legal
exemption from disclosure and further identifying with specificity the reason(s) for any such
claim of exemption; (E) award Plaintiff reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs; and (F) order such
other and further relief as the Court finds just and equitable.

Dated: October 29, 2025 Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Christine Svenson
Christine Svenson
Cook County Attorney ID No. 44565
CHALMERS, ADAMS, BACKER
& KAUFMAN, LLC
345 N. Eric Drive
Palatine, IL 60067

Tel:  312.437.8629
Email: csvenson@chalmersadams.com

Counsel for Plaintiff



