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“PAGE 3 NY (265A-NY-259028) TECRET

TATP IS A POWERFUL HOMEMADE EXPLOSIVE SUBSTANCE THAT CAN

BE MANUFACTURED BY | | b7F

I yelo T of PeTodATION (O
I I. “ERDEFONATES—AY 5500 METERS PER SECOND.

SSA TOXICOLOGY UNIT, ADVISED A TRIAL

bé
b7C

IS PRESENTLY ONGOING IN LONDON, ENGLAND, CONCERNING THE
The

BOMBING OF AN ISRAELI CONSULATE IN 1994. TATP WAS AN

EXPLOSIVE MIXTURE USED IN THIS BOMBING.

LEAD:

bl
FBIHQ AT WASHINGTON, DC. 5] b3 per cia

DETERMINE ANY THREAT OR SOURCE REPORT CONCERNING TATP AND

peRTing
AIRCRAFT. IFIEXISTS CONCERNING THE USE OF TATP, PLEASE ADVISE

THE METHOD OF CONTAMINANT OR PLACEMENT ABOARD THE AIRCRAFT, b1
b3 per CIA
AND GROUP (S) RESPONSIBLE.
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*PAGE 4 NY (265A-NY-259028) STEe-R-FT_

LABORATORY DIVISION, EXPLOSIVES UNIT IS REQUESTED TO
PROVIDE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE EXPLOSIVE NATURE OF
TRIACETONE TRIPEROXIDE (TATP).

PROVIDEW INFORMATION CONCERNING EXPLOSIVE RESIDUE/DAMAGE
IF DETONATION OCCURRED AND THE POSSIBILITY OF THIS EXPLOSIVE
MATERIAL'S ENTRY INTO THE CENTER WING FUEL TANK.

CHEMISTRY-TOXICOLOGY UNIT IS REQgﬁﬁEED TO PROVIDE
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE DIFFERENTHBF TRIACETONE TRIPEROXIDE
(TATP) AND WHETHER IT COULD DETONATEfg FLUID FORM, POWDER
FORM, ETC. PLEASE DETERMINE THE PROBABLE SHELF LIFE OF TATP
IN THESE DIFFERENT FORMS.

PLEASE DETERMINE THE POSSIBILITY OF TATP BEING INGESTED
IN TO THE CENTER WING TANK BY PLACEMENT IN THE WING IN A FLUID
FORM, AND POSSIBLY DRYING IN THE CENTER FUEL TANK THEN
DETONATING.

PLEASE PROVIDE POSSIBLE SCENARIOS, IF ANY, CONSISTENT
WITH THE USE OF TATP AS A SOURCE OF DETONATION IN THE CENTER
FUEL TANK.

PLEASE ASCERTAIN IF ANY RESIDUE WOULD REMAIN AFTER

DETONATION OF TATP.
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“PAGE 2 NY (265A-NY-259028) S ESRTT
REFERENCE TECALL BETWEEN SSA| | cTU,
RFU HEADQUARTERS AND DET.| | NnYO (I-46).
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. Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. ___

(01/26/1998)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 08/23/2001
To: Investigative Services Attn: | | bé
b7C
From: Investigative Services
IOB/IOU I/Room 7458
Contact: | |
Approved By:
Drafted By:
b3
Case ID #: Pending) b7E

Title: TWA FLIGHT 800

Synopsis: Request to close captioned case.

Details: Letter rogatory was sent to the National Traffic Safety
Board for response. As this is not a Federal Bureau of

Investigation matter, it is therefore requested that this case be
closed.
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CITE: //3540//

SUBJECT: UNSUBS; POSSIBLE THREAT AGAINST TWA FLIGHT 800, NEW YORK.

TO TEL AVIV, MARCH 14, 1989, OO:NEW YORK.

b6
b7C

ON MARCH 14, 1989, NEW YORK, WY,

CONTACTED NYOSA AND ADVISED AS FOLLOWS:

ON MARCH 14, 1989 AT 12:55 AM, AN INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFYING

HIMSELF AS| | TEL NO LCALLED TWA'S ST. LOUIS

RESERVATION OFFICE AND ADVISED AS FOLLOWS:

CLAIMED TO BE A WHO OVERHEARD




Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc.

FAGE TwWo DE MNY 0131 UNCLAZ
A SUITCASE WaS GOING TO BE PLACED ON A TWa FLIGHT ON MARCH 14, 1929
CTO TEL AVIV WHICH DEFPARTS AT 2200 PM.

CONFIRMED THAT TWA FLIGHT 200 DEFARTS JFKIA ON MARCH .
14, 1983 AT £:20 FM DESTINED FOR TEL AVIV, b7C
COLES CRISS~CROSES DIRECTORY INDICATED THAT 15 ‘ b7E

LISTED TO
GROOKLYN, NY.

STAHTED THAT TWa FLIGHT 200 TO TEL AVIV WILL NOT BE
CANCELLED AND THAT SECURITY MEASURES WOULD BE ENHANCED.
MYD INDICES WERE NEGATIVE REGARDING

ET
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Tor HRL & EMHL, WMFO @ EMHL
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SUBJIECT: 073/131 IMMEDIATE
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T BIRECTOR FEI/ZIMMEDIATE/

WASHINGTON METROFOLITAN FIELD OFFICE/IMMEDIATE/
BT

UNCLAS

CITE: PRt 10 Vi

SUBJECT: UNSUBRS: POSSIBLE THREAT AGAINST TWa FLIGHT 200, NEW YURE.
TO TEL AVIV, MARCH 14, 198%, QO0:NEW YORK.

On MARCH 14, 19u9, NEW YOREK, NY,
CONTACTED NYOSA AND ADVISED A% FOLLOWS:

ON MaRCH 14, 1929 AT 12:55 aM, AN INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFYING

HIMESELF AR TEL NO CALLED TWA S ST. LOUIS
RESERVATION OFFICE aND ADVIZED AS FOLLOWS:
CLAIMED TO BE A WHO OVERHEARD

THREE MEN SPEAKING aRABIC IN A GROCERY STORE ZTATING THAT A& BOME IN

b3
b7E

b3
bé
b7C
b7E
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STATING

THREE MEN SPEAKING ARABIC IN A GROCERY STORE SEfsmrwse THAT A BOMB IN

A SUITCASE WAS GOING TO BE PLACED ON A TWA FLIGHT ON MARCH 14, 1989
TO TEL AVIV WHICH DEPARTS AT 8:00 PM, e

CONFIRMED THAT TWA FLIGHT 800 DEPARTS JFKIA ON MARCH ‘;jc

14, 1988 AT 8:20 PM DESTINED FOR TEL AVIV.

COLES CRISS-CROSS DIRECTORY INDICATED THATl !IS

LISTED TO

BROOKLY

STATED THAT TWA FLIGHT 800 TO TEL AVIV WILL NOT BE

CANCELLED AND THAT SECURITY MEASURES WOULD BE ENHANCED.
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SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800, 29 MILES
SOUTHEAST OF HAMPTON, NEW YORK; JULY 17, 1996; AOT - IT -

OO:NEW YORK.

DEGAULLE AIRPORT, PARIS, FRANCE, ON JULY 17, 1996, AT

APPROXIMATELY 2035 HOURS.
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PAGE THREE DE FBINY 0007 UNCLAS

DISCLOSES AN UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT RAPIDLY APPROACHING FLIGHT
800 JUST PRIOR TO THE FLIGHT DISAPPEARANCE FROM THE RADAR
SCREEN. THIS IS BEING REVIEWED BY FAA SPECIALISTS.

INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION REVEALS AN INDIVIDUAL ON LONG
ISLAND, RESIDING IN THE VICINITY OF THE CRASH SITE, WHO, WHILE
OUT ON A ROUTINE WALK, OBSERVED WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS A
"FIREWORKS LIKE" OBJECT ASCEND INTO THE AIR. HE OBSERVED A
"WHITE PUFF" EMERGE AND THEN BREAK IN TWO, GENERATING A
FIREBALL, DESCENDING FROM THE SKY. THIS INDIVIDUAL IS BEING
THOROUGHLY DEBRIEFED AND HAS TAKEN INVESTIGATING AGENTS TO THE
LOCATION WHERE HE BELIEVES THE PROJECTILE ORIGINATED.

NEW YORK IS CONDUCTING INVESTIGATION IN THIS REGION IN AN
EFFORT TO DISCOVER ANY EVIDENCE REMAINING, SCORCH MARKS OR
PARTS CONSISTENT WITH THE FIRING OF A MISSILE FROM THAT
LOCATION. A CANVAS IS BEING CONDUCTED TO DETERMINE IF ANY
INDIVIDUALS SAW, OR HEARD, ANYTHING UNUSUAL DURING THE
PRECEDING EVENINGS. ADDITIONAL LEADS ARE BEING GENERATED
CONCERNING BOATING ACTIVITY IN THE AREA AND STOLEN OR MISSING

CRAFTS.

INTERVIEW WITH DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENT

bé
b7C
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PAGE FOUR DE FBINY 0007 UNCLAS

STATES THAT A SHOULDER FIRED ROCKET, KNOWN AS A

MANPAD, WOULD FUNCTION CONSISTENT WITH THIS EYEWITNESS'
ACCOUNT.

A 1-800-TIPS NUMBER HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED TO ACCEPT LEADS.

ALL MEDIA BROADCASTS ARE BEING MONITORED TO ASCERTAIN
ADDITICONAL RELATED INFORMATION.

NAVY VESSELS EQUIPPED WITH SONAR ARE BEING BROUGHT IN TO
ASSIST IN BLACK BOX RECOVERY EFFORTS. CONTRARY TO MEDIA
REPORTS, THE BLACK BOX RELATED TO FOR THIS FLIGHT HAS NOT BEEN
RECOVERED. |

FBI HEADQUARTERS IS IN RECEIPT OF FAXES GENERATED FROM
CATRO CLAIMING CREDIT.

THERE IS A MEETING SCHEDULED FOR 9 PM 7/18/96 BETWEEN
NTSB STAFF AND FBI INVESTIGATORS TO COORDINATE INVESTIGATIVE
EFFORTS.

ADMINISTRATIVE:

ONE OF THE CREW ON BOARD FLIGHT 800, WORKING AS A FLIGHT

ATTENDANT, WAS

OF THE NEW YORK DIVISION.

INVESTIGATION AT NEW YORK CONTINUING.

BT

bé
b7C
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PAGE TWO DE FBINY 0007 UNC.LAS

AS REPORTED THROUGHOUT THE MEDIA, THE AIRCRAFT WITHOUT
WARNING, DISAPPEARED FROM THE RADAR SCREEN A SHORT TIME AFTER
TAKEOFF.

MANIFESTS FOR FLIGHT 800 HAVE BEEN OBTAINED AND ARE BEING
REVIEWED TO DETERMINE BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS TRAVEL
ARRANGEMENTS OF ALL PASSENGERS ON BOARD. MANIFESTS FOR
CONNECTING FLIGHTS RELATED TO FLIGHT #800 ARE BEING PULLED AND
REVIEWED. INVESTIGATIONS ARE BEING CONDUCTED AT THOSE
AIRPORTS OF ORIGIN, WHEN IDENTIFIED.

A NUMBER OF CRISIS RESPONSE COMMAND POSTS HAVE BEEN
ESTABLISHED THROUGHOUT THE NEW YORK CITY AREA. ERT TEAMS FROM
NEW YORK AND NEIGHBORING FIELD DIVISIONS ARE ON THE SCENE.

FBRIHQ DISASTER SQUAD ARRIVED, JULY 18, 1996 AND IS WORKING

CLOSELY WITH ASSOCIATED LAW ENFORCEMENT ENTITIES. SA

IS AT EASTERN LONG ISLAND, IN THE VICINITY OF THE

CENTER MORICHES CRIME SCENE AND IS PROCESSING EVIDENCE.

STORAGE IS AT A GRUMAN FACILITY HANGAR ON EASTERN LONG ISLAND.

ADIC SAC PICKARD, AND SAC SCHILLIRO TRAVELLED TO

THE CRASH SITE, APPROXIMATELY 9 1/2 MILES OFFSHORE, AND
OBSERVED A LONG TRAIL OF DEBRIS.

LOCAL RADAR REVEALS A SEQUENCE OF ACTIVITY WHICH

bé
b7C
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Precedence: PRIORITY Date: 02/04/1997

To: New York Attn: ADIC JAMES K. KALLSTROM

From: | | b6
TWA /1-46 b7C

Approved By:|

Drafted By:

Case ID #: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending)

Title: UNSUB (S);
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800;
JULY 17, 1996
AQOT-IT-EID

Synopsis: Outline of TWA flight 800 briefing/tour for
approximately one hundred and fifty victim family members.

Administrative:

Briefing of victim family members
Background of investigation

Each of you are here because you lost a loved
one on TWA flight 800 almost six months ago. I know you
must be thinking, why this plane, why my loved one? Each
of you deserve an answer - an answer we have been unable
to give you. We will, however, never give up and never
stop searching for the whys. What you will see here today
are the efforts being made to £ind out how this happened.
Our hearts and best resources are committed to this case.
Every conceivable scenario is being investigated. The
efforts here in this facility center around the
collection of evidence from the remains of the aircraft
and its contents. Although these efforts do not comprise
the majority of our investigation, the results of the
forensic examinations are critically important in
establishing the scenario by which the theories of what
happened are proposed. In addition to testing the '
various theories, the forensic evidence is important in
steering the investigation in the most probable
direction. To date, the combined resources and skills of
the FBI and NTSB and outside experts, have yet to
determine a definitive cause of that tragic evening6§;\ktv LEnn08.SUB [5/75
this time we have not seen enough evidence to clea
board ©of the three most likely theories, that being:

———— o et vy
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To: New York From: | | b6
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 02/04/1997 b7C

We have interviewed over 4,000 people. Among
those interviewed were airport personnel at both John F.
Kennedy International Airport and Athens international
airport, Greece. We also interviewed passengers and crew
on TWA Flight 881. In addition, TWA Flight 800 victims'
families interviews were conducted here in the United
States as well as throughout Europe. An interview team is
currently in France completing the last of the family
interviews.

Bomb theory: Regarding laboratory examinations
relative to the possibility that an explosive device
(home-made bomb) was the cause of the crash, the
materials recovered from the aircraft have been subjected
to many types of examinations. These examinations have
included explosive residue analysis, detailed visual and
microscopic analysis of the aluminum skin and support
frames, carpet, seats, and flooring for evidence of
explosive damage. Many of these items have been
transported to the FBI laboratory for more detailed
testing. However, as of yet no evidence of a bomb has
been found.

Missile theory: There has been nothing found in
the salvaged remains of TWA flight 800 which would
indicate that it was engaged and destroyed by a shoulder-
fired missile. The FBI has been assisted in its
examination by a number of government agencies to include
the United States Navy's Air Warfare Center and the
Defense Intelligence Agency's Missile and Space
Intelligence Center. Despite a wealth of circumstantial
evidence indicating that the aircraft was struck by a
missile fired from a sea-borne platform, the exact cause
of the explosion remains a mystery.

To date there is no evidence of sabotage. The
mechanical failure theory is still being pursued. We
know the center fuel tank exploded, however we don't know
the exact cause. Other Boeing 747's currently in service
are being closely examined to see if conditions exist
that could possibly explain what happened to TWA flight
800.

Hanger Tour

Family members will board buses at 1:00 p.m. to
Calverton for the tour of two hangers: the exterior
reconstruction hanger (the fuselage)and the interior

2




"2) 1B-484 (Samples 3 and 4); Swabs taken from two sites on the

\
Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc.. A‘

To: Laboratory ™rom: New York
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 06/24/1997

Several swabs were taken from four sites in and just
forward of the underside left surface of the WCS. These swabs
comprise the following evidence items:

1) 1B-483 (Samples 1 and 2); Swabs taken from two sites on the
left side fuselage piece identified as LF5;
left side fuselage piece identified as LF89;

3) 1B-485 (Samples 5, 6, and 7); Swabs taken from three sites on
the left side pressure web piece identified as LF55B;

4) 1B-486 (Samples 8, 9, and 10); Swabs taken from three sites
on the left front keel beam piece identified as LF14A.

LEAD (s):
Set Lead 1:
LABORATORY

FBI Laboratory Chemistry Unit is requested to conduct
necessary examinations for the presence of explosive residue and
volatile accelerant. Please provide a laboratory report of
findings to the New York case squad, I-46, and:

FBI Command Post
Attn: SSRA| | b6
Naval Weapons Industrial Reserve Plant b7cC
4026 Grumman Blvd.
Calverton, NY 11933

*
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To: New York From: _ |
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 02/04/1997

has proved to be a monumental task.

* No reconstruction activity will be in progress
during the tour. However, during the week following
the tour there will be major reconstruction of the
wing area.

Interior Cabin

* Interior section of plane to include seating.
Some seats are being reconstructed on wooden

" stands. Many of the seats have been
taken apart in the process of examining them for
traces of evidence.

The debris fields are still being culled by
four pacific coast trawlers. This part of the
investigation has resulted in the successful recovery of
debris of the smallest size.

cc: SAC JOHN P. O'NEILL
ASAC
SSRA
SSRA
SA

*

b6
b7C

bé
b7C
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 06/24/1997

To: Laboratory Attn: SSA| | b6
Room 3971 b7cC

From: New York
FBI Command Post, Calverton
Contact: SA | (516) 369-3313

Approved By: | &j\\

Drafted By: :bs

Case ID #: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending)

Title: UNSUB(S);
EXPLOSION OF TWA 800;
7/17/96
AQOT-IT-EOD
00: NEW YORK

Synopsis: Submits four evidence items, 1B483-1B486, to the FBI
Lab for chemical residue tests.

Package Copy: Being forwarded under separate cover are four New
York office evidence items 1B483 through 1B486.

Details: One of the hypotheses in the crash of TWA Flight 800 is
that an over pressure from a fuel-air deflagration occurred in
the Wing Center Section (WCS) causing catastrophic structural
failure. The ignition source, however, remainsg elusive.
Consequently, much attention has been placed on the structure in
and around the WCS to discover clues of the ignition.

An obgervation has been made regarding soot patterns on
the undergide forward left surface of the WCS. The pattern
suggests that there was a low velocity, non-turbulent flow of
soot before the WCS fractured apart. An explanation for this
phenomenon is being sought from various possibilities.

- Considering the possibility that this pattern resulted from an
initiating, criminal event, chemical analysis for explosive and
volatile accelerant residue 1s necessary.

Eﬁgév’

CC: SAC John O'Neil] 265A-NY-259028-SH8 ))5571:6
g
SSRA] | % - -

SA I
Det | { o .
I-46 Rotor
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To: New York From: |
265A-NY-259028, 02/04/1997

P
°

reconstruction hanger (cabin area). The tour will be
divided into groups and presentations will be given by
NTSB personnel at both the exterior reconstruction hangar
and the cabin reconstruction area. The groups will
further be divided into smaller groups of ten. Each
group of ten will have one FBI escort and one Red Cross
representative. Each hangar tour will last about one and
a half hours, for a total of three hours at the hangars.
Also, family members will only be able to walk around the
perimeter of the reconstruction which will be clearly
marked for preservation of a crime scene. We ask that you
not take photos in the hangars.

When finished, you will be bused back to the
hotel for a question and answer session that will start
at 6:30 p.m. A lounge in the hotel will be available to
the families throughout the day Friday and Saturday, and
a buffet dinner will be given on Saturday evening.

Security will be enforced by the FBI, hotel
personnel and Suffolk County police. EMS and mental
health personnel will be available at the hangar and the
hotel. A designated area for the press will be
established outside of the hotel and out of sight of the
buses.

(Please note that some victims' families have
previously inquired as to the condition of the plane's
engines. Particularly families where the victims were
sitting in first class and whose bodies were never
recovered. Therefore, requests to see the airplane's
engines can be anticipated.)

terio ange

* Condition of plane: Plane in fragments-largest
piece is the wing

* Center fuel tank is being assembled on scaffold.
It is a methodical process where we analyze
as we proceed. Currently, we are analyzing the
area that is most suspect. As a modern plane is
constructed the parts and wiring are numbered.
Although this numbering system has been of
assistance to those reconstructing the TWA
aircraft, a large number of the pieces in this case
are too small to identify using the numbering
system. Therefore the reconstruction of the plane

3

bé
b7C




e

FBI Role in TWA Case Draws Senate Scrutiny . Obtained via POl By g b el D ool /wp-srv/WPlate/1998-11/26/1411-1 12698-idx. htm]

.~

@E’Ed Financial Advice
) é‘fw é‘;mf witsds

siness.

W!JRLL* R&HQ“ PRLH iﬁs 7

MEIRY 2853 ESS

Farspsig
Ni Soons

Britansicy-Jowswank
Intemet Guide

Print Edition

Today's National
Articles

Inside "A" Section

Front Page Articles

On Our Site

Top News/Breaking
. News

Politics Section
National Section

FBI Role in TWA Case Draws Senate
Scrutiny

By Michael Grunwald
Washington Post Staff Writer
Thursday, November 26, 1998; Page A0l

In September 1996, two months after TWA Flight 800 exploded off
the Long Island shore, an FBI agent led a woman in cutoff jeans into
the high-security hangar where the wreckage was stored. She
surveyed the debris, then announced her conclusion: A bomb hidden in
a suitcase near the left wing had destroyed the plane.

She was wrong: A two-year investigation ultimately concluded that
mechanical failure, not sabotage, downed TWA 800. But her error,
according to Senate investigators reviewing the FBI's $20 million
probe, was not surprising, considering her area of expertise. She was a
self-described psychic.

The decision to call in a soothsayer was apparently a one-time mistake
by a low-level agent, but according to several National Transportation
Safety Board officials and a former high-ranking FBI scientist, it was
not the bureau's only error. The critics have told Senate investigators
that the FBI mishandled evidence and mistreated the safety board
during the TWA probe. They will testify at a Judiciary subcommittee
hearing this winter, the first public airing of the tensions that simmered
between the two agencies.

An even larger problem, according to witnesses cooperating with the
inquiry by Sen. Charles E. Grassley (R-Iowa), was that FBI officials
made a near-rush to judgment, setting out to find evidence of a bomb
or missile instead of setting out to find the truth.

FBI officials angrily reject the allegations. They see the massive TWA
investigation as a model for the future, noting that even though they
suspected at the outset that terrorists brought down Flight 800, they
conducted a thorough and open-minded probe that eventually reached
the right conclusion. James K. Kallstrom, the former head of the FBI's
New York office, said conspiracy theorists have accused the FBI of
suppressing, not promoting, evidence that a bomb or missile killed all
230 people aboard the Boeing 747.

"We never went off half-cocked -- it was the absolute opposite of
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that," said Kallstrom, who led the TWA 800 investigation and is now
director of security for a national credit card firm. "What a crazy
notion. Let me tell you something: I'm looking forward to this
hearing."

"Oh, it's easy to criticize us now," Kallstrom added. "Just remember:
We got it right."

But several NTSB officials -~ along with William Tobin, the FBI's
former chief metallurgist -- have told Grassley's investigators that the
bureau came close to getting it wrong. They allege that FBI officials
were convinced terrorists had targeted the plane, and often scoffed at
their suggestions that a mechanical malfunction could have ignited
fumes in the jumbo jet's center fuel tank. The critics also say the
bureau's hasty assumptions about TWA 800 may have helped fuel the
conspiracy theories, such as the Navy missile scenario proposed by
Oliver Stone for a special that was rejected by ABC after complaints
by the NTSB and some ABC reporters.

The federal officials have criticized the FBI on many issues, from a
barrage of early media leaks suggesting sabotage to its refusal to let
NTSB investigators photograph evidence to a supervisor's destruction
of a piece of evidence. Some argue that the problems with the
investigation reflected broader problems at the bureau: a dismissive
attitude toward science, a preoccupation with turf, a reluctance to
cooperate.

"When the premier federal law enforcement agency fights the truth,
innocent people can get hurt," said Grassley, a longtime FBI critic
who chairs the Judiciary subcommittee on administrative oversight and
the courts. "This is the ugly side of the FBI that people don't see."

Memories of the World Trade Center and Oklahoma City bombings
were still fresh when Flight 800 exploded on July 17, 1996, and
investigators from the FBI and the NTSB initially assumed someone
had attacked the New York-to-Paris flight. In the days after the
explosion, Kallstrom publicly vowed to bring those responsible to
justice. But while dozens of subsequent news media reports quoted
unnamed sources suggesting the FBI had evidence of sabotage, citing
discoveries of "explosive residue" and "blast damage in the forward
landing gear," there was never an official declaration of a criminal act.

After conducting more than 7,000 interviews and chasing more than
3,000 tips from the public, the FBI ultimately concluded in November
1997 that there was no evidence of any criminal wrongdoing. The
NTSB then took sole control of the investigation, but has yet to
determine exactly what caused the fuel tank explosion. Nevertheless, it
has been the most exhaustive and expensive investigation in aviation
history, prompting tighter security guidelines and new NTSB
recommendations to prevent explosions in fuel tanks.
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Grassley's hearing could revive fading memories of Inspector General
Michael R. Bromwich's stinging 1997 report on the bureau's crime lab.
The lab has a new director and recently passed muster with the
national accreditation body for the first time. The explosives unit,
which was reconstituted under a new supervisor, has earned praise for
its recent work in the U.S. embassy bombings in Kenya and Tanzania.

In any case, FBI officials say they have put the past behind them. After
Swissair Flight 111 crashed off Nova Scotia on Sept. 2, killing all 229
people aboard, an FBI spokesman noted the next day that "preliminary

+  indications show absolutely no sign of a criminal act." The
investigation -- which the FBI did not lead -- ultimately confirmed
that.

"Things have changed," said Donald Kerr, the assistant FBI director
who runs the lab. "It's very clear that the role of science is more
important at the FBI than it ever was in the past."

© Copyright 1998 The Washington Post Company
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"In the near hysteria that existed, my continual urgings of prudence
and caution in interpretation of events were not well received in some
quarters in light of what was considered obvious and overwhelming
'forensic evidence,' " Tobin wrote on Sept. 15, 1996. "My repeated
judgments that the material damage and deformity was not consistent
with blast damage was considered heresy in the law enforcement
community. . . . The last time I brought the subject up, it was
brusquely indicated to me that mechanical failure was not possible."

Kallstrom denied those allegations, saying that in fact it was Tobin
who jumped to conclusions, pressuring Kallstrom to announce that
mechanical failure caused the disaster far earlier than he should have.

Tobin and the NTSB scientists also have alleged several FBI
procedural foul-ups, all of which Kallstrom either denied or said he
could not recall. Some were goofy but inconsequential, like the
psychic who was summoned to the high-security hangar, or the
"military officer" who helped oversee helicopter landings near the
hangar until he was exposed as a fraud in a costume. Other allegations
were more serious, from poor documentation of forensic evidence
such as seat covers and poor training of FBI technicians to a failure to
use global satellite positioning for victim recovery and the expertise of
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms for explosives analysis.

In one misstep, according to NTSB witnesses, the FBI tried to store
bloodstained clothing and other physical evidence in a refrigerated
truck. But the refrigeration unit ran out of fuel over a hot September
weekend, and the evidence baked for more than two days in 90-degree
heat. By the time the problem was fixed, mold had grown all over it.

The witnesses also reported that an FBI agent hammered two pieces
of wreckage together in the hangar, and an FBI supervisor ripped
metal fragments out of a seat cushion during an argument about their
trajectory. The two FBI employees in question were both transferred
out of the explosives unit last year after they were accused of mistakes
in earlier cases by the Justice Department's inspector general.

Tobin argues in his memos that the explosives unit was part of the
problem on Long Island. In one, Tobin complained of bomb team
specialists saying things like "only a bomb could have caused this
damage" without offering scientific proof, often "in an intimidating
tone."

"The cowboys were in control, not the scientists," said attorney David
K. Colapinto, who represents Tobin as well as former FBI chemist
Frederic Whitehurst, whose allegations of misconduct launched the lab
investigation. "That's been the big problem at the FBIL."
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The culture clash between the two agencies was an open secret during
the investigation, even though NTSB officials never complained about
it publicly. Now, though, NTSB metallurgists Frank Zakar and
Michael Marx and supervisor Hank Hughes are cooperating with
Grassley's investigators.

Zakar, Marx and-Hughes will not comment publicly until the hearing,
but NTSB managing director Peter Goelz acknowledged in an
interview that the safety board had problems with the FBI.

"Inevitably, there's going to be elbowing back and forth in an
investigation like this," Goelz said. "In our opinion, some of the FBI's
actions may have prolonged the investigation, and they may have
given rise to some of the conspiracy stuff out there. But they certainly
didn't ruin the investigation."

The skirmishing over turf began almost as soon as the plane exploded.
That night, amid widespread fears that terrorists might strike again,
the FBI dispatched 400 agents all over Long Island. NTSB
investigators did not arrive until dawn and it quickly became evident
that their staff levels, resources and equipment were paltry compared
with the FBI's. So the FBI took control of the crash site, even though
legally the safety board was supposed to be in charge until it was clear
a crime had been committed.

NTSB officials have told Grassley's investigators they felt intimidated
by the phalanx of FBI agents with guns, but Kallstrom called those
complaints ludicrous. "We took a dominant role because we had a
dominant mission," he said. "The NTSB didn't even have people ready
to go. What the hell was I supposed to do, wait around for them to get
ready?"

For months, the bureau controlled access to witnesses, specimens and
the crash scene, and did not allow NTSB investigators to photograph
evidence or copy reports of FBI interviews. In many cases, the board's
investigators said they had to reinterview witnesses about air safety
issues after they realized that FBI agents had asked them only criminal
investigative questions. "If anything's going to give rise to grassy knoll
theories, that's it," Goelz said. "We should have had access to
everything."

In a series of memos to his FBI supervisors reviewed by The
Washington Post, Tobin complained about an internal atmosphere of
intimidation, "a bias toward sabotage" and "the tendency to try to fit
the evidence or data to a particular theory." Tobin, who also criticized
the FBI during the highly publicized investigation of its crime
laboratory and recently retired as chief FBI metallurgist, wrote that he
"felt like a salmon swimming upstream" on Long Island, surrounded
by FBI explosives experts unwilling to consider the possibility of an

p://search.washingtonpo: 'wp-srv/WPlate/1998-11/26/14 11-112698-idx.html
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SECTION THO OF TWO SECTIONS

CITE: //3540//

PASS: FBIHQ =OR LABORATORY DIVISION, SECTION CHIEF RANDALL S

MURCH; EXPLOSIVE UNIT FOR SSA [ | NSO, RFU FOR SSA

SUBJECT: UNSJB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; JULY 17,
1996; AOT-IT-ZID; 00:NY.

TEXT CONTINUES:

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED SEPTEMBER 9y 1996,

ORAFTED BY SA | | ReQUESTZD THE FBI LABORATORY TO

CINDUCT APPROPRIATE EXAMINATIONS OF SIX (b) PIECES OF LEATHER
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PAGE FOUR DE FBINY 0029 UNCLAS
UPPER RIGHT CIRNER BACK OF SEAT 7 RO4 19, #49 = UPPER LEFT
CIRNER BACK OF SEAT 8 ROW 17, #50 — UPPER RIGHT CORNER BACK OF
SEAT 9 ROW 26y #S1 - UPPER RIGHT CORNER BACK OF SEAT 6 ROW 24» .
452 = TOP CENTER SECTION BACK OF SEAT 2 ROW 27, FOR EXPLOSIVE
RESIDUE AND IDENTIFY THE PRESENCE OF ANY OTHER MATERIALS, '
PARTICULARLY THOSE NOT NORMALLY ASSOCIATED #ITH ADHESIVES.
THE COMMJNICATION ALSO REQUESTED MATERIALS AND ANALYSIS
UNIT TO EXAMINE THE ITEMS TO IDENTIFY ALL <NOWN SUBSTANCES,
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED NOVEMBER 19, 1996,

DRAFTED BY SA REJVESTED CHEMISTRY AND ig
C

TOXICOLOGY UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEM #LF-5 - TWO (2) JARS; ONE OF
SAABBINGS OF THE OUTSIDE OF SKIN OF LF=-5 AND ONE CONTAINING A
SAMPLE OF THE SOLVENT USEDs FOR THE PRESENCE OF EXPLOSIVES AND
OTHER MATERIALS.
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ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONs DATED OCTOBER 4» 1996, DRAFTER

8Y SA | | REQUESTED CHEMISTRY AND TOXICOLOGY

UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEMS #42 = ONE (1) PIECE OF GRAY CARPET
APPROXIMATELY 4% X 9 1/2" AND #43 = ONE (1) PIECE OF GRAY
CARPET APPROXIMATELY 7" X 14", FOR THE PRESENCE OF EXPLOSIVES
AND OTHER MATZRIALS.

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION; DATED NOVEMBER 8, 19965 DRAFTED

BY SA | | REQUESTED MATERIALS ANALYSIS UNIT

TD CONDUCT SCANNING ELECTRON MICROSCOPE (SEM) EXAMINATIONS AND
DTHER APPROPRIATE METALLURGICAL EXAMINATIONS ON ITEM w45 = ONE
(1) "L-SHAPED" PIECE OF METAL APPROXIMATELY 3 1/2' BELIEVED TO
BE A SECTION OF WING, TO DETERMINE FAILURES AND WHETHER THIS
ITEM SUFFERED EXPLOSIVE DAMASE OF ANY TYPE,

THE COMMUNICATION ALSO REQUESTED CHEMISTRY AND TOXICUOLOGY
UNIT TO EXAMINE #45 AND CONDUCT APPROPRIATE ANALYSIS
INCLUDING; BUT NOT LIMITED TO, TESTS FOR EXPLOSIVE RESIDUE.

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED NOVEMBER 13, 19965

DRAFTED BY SA | | REQUESTED CHEMISTRY AND

TOXICOLOGY UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEMS #46 - LOWER LEFT BACK OF SEAT
2 ROW 19, #47 = UPPER LEFT CORNER BACK OF SEAT 6 ROW 18y #48 =
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T3 OETERMINE IF THE LEATHER PIECES ARE DEBRIS FRON CAPTIONED
MATTER,

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION; DATED SEPTEMBER 11, 1996,

DRAFTED BY SA | | REQUESTED THE CHEMISTRY AND

TOXICOLOGY UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEMS #1 - SURFACE OF WING RIB;

42 - BLACK BACK PACK, #3 = GRAY PLASTIC CHILD'S CAR SEAT, #4 —
. TAN BAG MADE FOR YORK LUGGAGE, #5 = FRAGMENTED PIECE OF

LUGGAGE; #6 — FRAGMENTED PIECE OF SILVER COLORED METAL AND
#8 - FRAGMENTED PIECE OF SILVER COLJRED METAL, FOR THE
PRESENCE OF EXPLOSIVES ANDO OTHER MATERIALS. ITEM #7 = WHITE
PIWDER, WAS TD BE EXAMINED TO IDENTIFY THE NATURE OF THE
SUBSTANCE . o

THE COMMUNICATION ALSO REQUESTED MATERIALS AND ANALYSTS
UNIT TO CONDUCT SCANNING ELECTRON MICROSCOPE (SEM)
EXAMINATIONS AND METALLURGICAL EXAMINATIONS OF ITEM #6 AND #8,
TO DETERMINE TYPE OF METAL Anp'cHARAcrERIZATION OF THE SMALL
HOLES THEREON:

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION; OATED SEPTEMBER 12, 1996,

DRAFTED BY SA| | REQUESTED CHEMISTRY AND

TIXICOLUGY UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEM #41 =- ONE (1) PIECE OF BLUE
CARPET, FOR THE PRESENCE OF EXPLOSIVES AND DTHER MATERIALS.
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SUBJECT: ‘UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; JULY 17, 5:':
19967 AOT-IT-EID; 00:NY. &
THE FOLLOWING REPRESENTS A SUMMARY OF ACTIVITY PERTAINING
TO SEPTEMBER 17, 1996.
AS OF 3:00 P.M. ON' SEPTEMBER 17, 1996, THE SUFFOLK COUNTY
MEDICAL EXAMINER’S OFFICE REPORTS:
‘TOTAL VICTIMS RECOVERED: 213
ca v
- g ! -
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A
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METALLURGICAL EXAMINATIONS ARE . .CONDUCTED. THESE EXAMINATIONS
WILL OCCUR OVER THE NEXT COUPLE OF DAYS. SWABBING FOR
EXPLOSIVE RESIDUE IS EXPECTED TO CONTINUE ON, FRIDAY.

DUE. TO THE RESIDUE FOUND ON THE CURTAIN BETWEEN THE AFT
CARGO BIN AND THE BULK CARGO HOLD, THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THIS
AREA OF THE FUSELAGE IS BEING CONSIDERED. THE REASON FOR THIS
IS DUE TO THE CONDITION OF THE BODIES AND SEATS FOUND IN THAT
AREA. FINAL DECISION TO RECONSTRUCT THIS AREA WILL BE.MADE
AFTER STUDYING PERTINENT PHOTOS AND DRAWINGS.

IN WASHINGTON, DC, NTSB IS CONDUCTING LABORATORY TESTS ON
THREE' ITEMS: THE SURGE TANK FROM THE RIGHT WING, FUEL PROBES
FROM THE :CENTER. TANK, AND THE TITAN'IUM:’ BLEED ‘AIR DUCT FLANGE
FROM THE VICINITY OF THE AIR.RECYCLING MACHINERY.

METALLURGICAL . AND CHEMICAL EXAMINATIONS OF ALL DEBRIS SET
ASIDE ARE ONGOING.

IIX. ITEMS OF LEAD VALUE:
NONE NEW.
IV. ITEMS TO BE SENT TO THE LAB:

NONE NEW..

V. PENDING DELIVERIES FROM RECOVERY EFFORT:
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DIVE OPERATIONS HAVE CEASED DUE TO WEATHER.
VI. ADMINISTRATIVE:

THE OVER-PRESSURIZATION PRESENTATION GIVEN IN WASHINGTON,
DC, BY BOEING, WILL BE.GIVEN AT THE NEW YORK DIVISION ON
SEPTEMBER 26, 1996, AT 9:00 A.M.

BOMB TECHS AND EXPLOSIVES EXAMINERS ARE BEGINNING A
REASSESSMENT OF ALL WRECKAGE RECEIVED TO DATE TO SELECT ITEMS
TO BE SENT TO THE LAB FOR 'ADDITIONAL MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION.
THE INITIAL FOCUS FOR THIS WILL BE IN THE AREA OF THE.CENTER
FUEL, TANK.

THE INITIAL METALLURGICAL EXAMINATION OF THE DEBRIS
REMOVED FROM THE BODIES OF THE VICTIMS HAS BEEN COMPLETED.
THE -RESULTS OF THIS WERE NEGATIVE FOR EVIDENCE OF PATENTLY
OBVIOUS EXPLOSIVE DAMAGE. THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE ORIGIN OF
'THIS DEBRIS WILL BE.DONE NEXT. FOLLOWING THAT, ITEMS WILL BE
SELECTED FOR FURTHER MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION AT THE LAB.

TWA 1S CONSIDERING SUPPLYING A 747-100 AIRCRAFT FOR
EXAMINATION AT THE CALVERTON FACILITY. THE RUNWAYS AT
‘CALVERTON WILL SUPPORT THE AIRCRAFT ALTHOUGH A QUESTION
REMAINS AS TO THE CONDITION .OF' THE TAXIWAYS. IF THE PLANE
CANNOT BE TOWED CLOSE TO THE RECONSTRUCTION. HANGAR, IT CAN BE

N s
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TEMPORARILY STORED IN ONE OF THE LARGE VACANT HANGARS ON THE
FLIGHT LINE. IF THIS OPTION IS CONSIDERED, THE DIFFERENT
PARTIES OF THE INVESTIGATION MAY HAVE TO SHARE IN THE COST.
BT
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SUBJECT: UNSUEB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; JULY 17, R 7
1996; AOT-IT-EID; OO:NY. &
THE FOLLOWING REPRESENTS A SUMMARY OF ACTIVITY PERTAINING -

TO ‘SEPTEMBER 21-23, 1996.

AS OF 3:00 P.M. ON SEPTEMBER 23, 1996, THE SUFFOLK COUNTY
MEDICAL EXAMINER’S OFFICE REPORTS:
TOTAL VICTIMS RECOVERED: 213
‘] 'm'
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TOTAL POSITIVE IDSt 212

"TOTAL POSITIVE IDS WITH.

FAMILY NOTIFICATIONE 212

GRUMMAN, LONG ISLAND EVIDENCE CONTROL CENTER OPERATION
REPORTED ¢
I. RECEIPT OF AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE:

ON SEPTEMBER 20, 1996, THIRTY-FOUR (34) "LOTS" OF
WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE WAS RECEIVED. ¥LOTS 1-32 WERE DELIVERED FROM
THE RED BANK, NEW JERSEY RA .AND CONSISTED OF MISCELLANEOUS
DEBRIS, LOT 33 WAS TWO (2) TRUCKS DELIVERED FROM SHINNECOCK
AND CONSISTED OF LARGE METAL DEBRIS, AND LOT 34 WAS OBTAINED
FROM FISHING VESSEL "NEPTUNE", HOME PORT NEW BEDFORD,
'MASSACHUSETTS, DELIVERED VIA UNITED STATES COAST GUARD THUNDER
'BAY, PORTLAND, MAINE.

ON SEPTEMBER 21, 1996, .EIGHT (8) "LOTS" OF
WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE WAS RECEIVED. LOTS 1-8 WERE DELIVERED IN
ONE TRUCK FROM SHINNECOCK CONSISTING OF THREE NETS OF DEBRIS.

ON SEPTEMBER 22, 1996, TWO (2) "LOTS" OF
WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE WERE RECEIVED. LOTS 1-2 WERE DELIVERED IN
TWO (2) TRUCKS FROM SHINNECOCK CONSISTING. OF 'FOUR (4) NETS OF

DEBRIS.
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II. ITEMS OF INTEREST:

ON,SEPTEMBER 20, FROM LOT 33, A LARGE, HEAVY CYLINDRICAL
OBJECT NUMBERED AR1054, BELIEVED TO BE AN ENGINE PART, WAS
RECOVERED. THIS OBJECT IS THE ONLY ONE FROM THE FOUR (4)
ENGINES TO BE RECOVERED TO DATE. ALSO FROM LOT 33, THREE (3)
PIECES OF FUEL PROBE(S) WERE RECOVERED. FROM LOT 34, A TRAY
'TABLE AND FOAM RUBBER WAS RECOVERED.

ON SEPTEMBER. 21, FROM LOT 1, THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WERE
RECOVERED: ONE (1) THREE (3) FOOT SECTION' OF AIRCRAFT SKIN,
ONE (1) FUEL PROBE, ONE (1) OXYGEN BOTTLE, ONE (1) GASKET, ONE
(1) SINK, PIPE(S) WITH THE SERIAL NUMBER TWA15201SN237, ONE
(1) HUMAN SKULL FRAGMENT, ONE (1) HUMAN BONE, AND
'MISCELLANEOUS .DEBRIS. THE HUMAN REMAINS WERE TRANSPORTED
DIRECTLY TO THE MEDICAL EXAMINER’S OFFICE FROM SHINNECOCK.
LOTS 2-8 CONSISTED OF MISCELLANEOUS DEBRIS.

ON SEPTEMBER 22, FROM LOT 1 THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WERE
RECOVERED: MISCELLANEOUS DEBRIS, CARPET, TWO (2 ) ‘PASSENGER
SEATS, THREE .(3) ARM RESTS, ONE (1) .LONG CYLINDER, ONE (1)
FUEL 'PROBE_;- ONE (1) FUEL PIPE, ONE (1) FUEL FILTER SERIAL
#65B80213-5, ONE PIPE SERIAL #69B41076, ONE (1) SEVEN. (7) FOOT

b TR O MR N - .
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SECTION OF WING STRUT SERIAL #65B067617, AND ONE (1) FOUR (4)
FOOT SECTION OF WING STRUT: LOT 2 CONSISTS OF A SMALL PIECE
OF INSULATION, RECOVERED AT JONES BEACH FIELD SIX (6) AND WAS
DELIVERED BY THE NEW YORK STATE POLICE.
ASIDE ARE ONGOING.
III. ITEMS OF LEAD VALUE:

.ON SEPTEMBER 22, 1996, OF THE MISCELLANEOUS DEBRIS, ONE
(1) PIECE OF METAL WAS BELIEVED TO .BE AN ENGINE PART SHOWING

TWISTING DAMAGE THOUGHT TO BE UNIQUE. SUBSEQUENT EVALUATION

BY NTSB AND FBIHQ BOMB TECH ELIMINATED SAME AS RELEVANT AT
THIS TIME.
”z'y’.; ITEMS TO BE SENT TO THE LAB:
NONE AT THIS TIME.
V. PENDING DELIVERIES .FROM RECOVERY EFFORT:
DIVE/SALVAGE OPERATIONS ARE IN FULL SWING. TWO (2) NETS
CONSISTING OF SMALL DEBRIS ARE EXPECTED TO ARRIVE BY
' HELICOPTER AT GRUMMAN AT '5:00 P.M. SOME CONTENTS ARE BELIEVED

TO BE PARTS OF THE FUEL SYSTEM INCLUDING PUMP(S) AND' PROBE(S) .

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE:

ADIC KALLSTROM AND SSA (MET WITH REPRESENTATIVES

[
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OF NTSB, US NAVY, FAA, AND ATF RELEVANT TO THE MEDIA DISCOVERY
THAT A TRAINING EXERCISE WITH VARIOUS EXPLOSIVES WAS CONDUCTED
ON. THE AIRCRAFT FIVE (5) WEEKS BEFORE THE EXPLOSION OF TWA
FLIGHT 800, WHICH MAY BE THE. CAUSE FOR THE POSITIVE CHEMICAL
BT

#0006
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PASS: FBIHQ FOR SSA| |
&

SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; JULY 17, =
1996; AOT-IT-EID; OO:NY. oy

THE FOLLOWING REPRESENTS A SUMMARY OF ACTIVITY PERTAINING ggg
TO SEPTEMBER 20, 1996. B

AS OF 3:00 P.M. ON SEPTEMBER 20, 1996, THE SUFFOLK COUNTY
MEDICAL EXAMINER’S OFFICE REPORTS:

TOTAL VICTIMS RECOVERED: 213

465 - 2 59028
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* TOTAL POSITIVE IDS: 212

TOTAL POSITIVE IDS WITH

FAMILY NOTIFICATIONTY 212

BOAT OPERATIONS RESUMED ON SEPTEMBER ‘20, 1996. NYPD' I
HAVE RETURNED TO :EAST MORICHES AND IS OPERATIONAL. NYPD I
"HAS NOT RETURNED FROM NEW YORK ASSIGNMENT. EVIDENCE WAS
TRANSPORTED BY MIKE BOAT AND RECEIVED AT SHINNECOCK ON
SEPTEMBER. 19, 1996. AS OF 12:00 P.M. TODAY THE GRAPPLE ' AND:
TRENTON REPORT WRECKAGE, WHICH WILL BE TRANSPORTED TO
SHINNECOCK. ON THE AFTERNOON OF SEPTEMBER 20, 1996. DIVING
OPERATIONS HAVE ALSO RESUMED.

GRUMMAN, LONG' ISLAND EVIDENCE CONTROL CENTER OPERATION
REPORTED "

I~ RECEIPT OF AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE:

FOR THE DATE OF SEPTEMBER 19, 1996, ONE (1) "LOT" OF
WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE WAS RECEIVED. 1T CONSISTED OF TWO
TRUCKLOADS 'FROM SHINNECOCK. AMONG THESE ITEMS WERE FUSELAGE
PORTIONS,. A 'WING PORTION, A FUEL PROBE AND PIECES FROM THE
CENTER FUEL TANK.

IX. ITEMS.OF INTEREST:
THE PORTION FROM THE CENTER WING TANK IS FROM SPAN WISE
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BEAM #1, JUST LEFT OF THE .CENTER LINE. 1IT IS APPROXIMATELY 4’/
X 3’7. IT DOES NOT HAVE A GREAT DEAL OF APPARENT CHARRING OR
DAMAGE. THE FUEL PROBE APPEARS TO BE FROM AN OUTER WING AREA.

METALLURGICAL AND CHEMICAL EXAMINATIONS OF ALL DEBRIS SET
ASIDE ARE ONGOING.

III. ITEMS OF LEAD VALUE:

NONE NEW..

IV. ITEMS TO BE SENT TO THE LAB:

ITEM #2 = A BLACK -BACKPACK, AND -ITEM #4 = A 'TAN BAG, ARE
BEING RE-SUBMITTED TO THE LAB FOR' SCANNING ELECTRON MICROSCOPE
.EXAMINATION (SEM) .

BOTH OF THESE HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY EXAMINED AT THE LAB
FOR CHEMICAL RESIDUE ONLY, AND RETURNED ‘TO GRUMMAN. SSA
[ uas pIrecTED THAT THEY BE SENT BACK DOWN FOR THE SEM. bs
V. ADMINISTRATIVE:

THE OVER-PRESSURIZATION PRESENTATION BY BOEING IS
SCHEDULED TO BE GIVEN TO THE NEW YORK DIVISION ON SEPTEMBER:
27, 1996, AT 1:30 P.M., IN THE ADIC’S CONFERENCE ROOM.

'NTSB HAS REQUESTED THAT THE BOMB TECHS AND EXPLOSIVES
'EXAMINERS ASSIST IN A PROJECT ASSESSING ALL FUEL PIPING
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-RECEIVED TO DATE FOR EVIDENCE OF ELECTRICAL ARCING.

SsAa RETURNED: TO WASHINGTON AND IS EXPECTED

BACK WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1996, IN THE MORNING.

ssa[__ |HAS LEFT FOR TRIAL TESTIMONY AND IS EXPECTED

BACK TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1996, IN THE MORNING.

SsAa| | 1S EXPECTED BACK AT GRUMMAN SATURDAY,.

SEPTEMBER 21, 1996.

UNIT CHIEF | |1s EXPECTED IN THE NEW YORK

DIVISION. FOR THE BOEING BRIEFING ON SEPTEMBER 27, 1996.
BT
‘#0014
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Precedence: .IMMEDIATE

To: WMFO AtEn: | * (Acting) Bill Megary

From: New York
JTTF/I-46
Contact: SA

Approved By: \@¥,$ -

Drafted By: | kg

Case ID #: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending)

Title: UNSUB(S);
'EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800;
JULY, 17, 19967
AOT-IT-EID

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kzn and/oxr othex
relations of TWA, Flight 800 victims.

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims’
famlly members and/or relat;ons need to be zntervzewed that 'the

necessary and. advise New York accordzngly

All intexviewees are to be contacted telephonzcally
in. ordex’ to set up-a time and place for the intexview.

Enclosures: Packets contalnlng information on TWA Flight 800

Date: 10/16/1996

victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a

copy of interxview questions for' victims' families/friends.

Details: Enclosed fox your Division are 1nterv1ew1ng packets:
contalnxng the necessaxry record checks and questions to be asked
when interviewing the victims' families and/or' other relations.
These record checks wexe performed on the victims only. It is

within the discretion of the ‘interviewing Agent to conduct record.

checks for' the victims® family members and/ox’ other relations.

New. York is remlndzng all offices of the delicacy 'in

whzch some, of these questions need .to be asked as these questions

are to be conducted in & non- adversar;al manner with the victims'
family members and/or othex' relations feeling as though they are
aiding 4in the investigation, not as & target: of it. New Yorxrk is

b6
b7C

thexreby leaving the phrasxng of these questions up to the QLSA-NY-X$1°1?

expertzse of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these
interviews will be handled with. the utmost consideration_for.all

parties involved. (s %%Rﬁ;?n '&DS,%
I-SA
_ =7 0CT 2 1 13%6
2 Toterviews

£8] — WMEH
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Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan

bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy

divers. The bag is labeled as ITtem #4 from 1B12, evidence control
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a ‘caxry-on bag' from
one of the victims. The bag has no “checked bag tag” ox' mame
identification affixed to it. In addxtzon, ‘the 'bag. does not
appeax’ on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a
carry-on type bag.

The bag has sustained shreddlng type damage that may be

‘consistent with being near’ the initiation of the event that

caused the aircraft to come apart. The approxzmate location of
the bag will assist in accurately .determining the location. of the
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosxve residue,
however, it does not rule out the possibility’ that it may have
sustained explosive damage.

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the

victims' family members and/ox other” relations is left: to the

discrétion of the interviewing Agent.

For: information of the interviewing Agent, displaying
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the
Agent should advise the interviewee .that the bag was in close
proximity to an explosion, -and that an explosive device was not
contained in the bag.

~ ‘Investigation has .determined that a fuel explosion
occurred in the centex fuel tank of the victim aircraft.
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine ‘the
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical
malfunction ox -an explosive device aboard the plane.

The identification and match of the bag to its owner,
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question.

A list of pexson(s) to be interviewed and the
relationship to the victi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>