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APAGE 5 NY (265A-NY-259028) 

C BY G-3, DON Xl. 
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APAGE 3 NY (265A-NY-259028) 

TATP IS A POWERFUL HOMEMADE EXPLOSIVE SUBSTANCE THAT CAN 

BE MANUFACTURED BY! 
~ :s~• -v-~-\.--o c:.-11" .... c-, -of..........,(J,...._~ .... 1-ilRi\,_.,..l -oN-, .... 5-------------' 

...._ _____ ____,l ·IT DB:PON1rrl!:S M 5 5 0 0 METERS PER SECOND. 

SSAI I TOXICOLOGY UNIT, ADVISED A TRIAL 

IS PRESENTLY ONGOING IN LONDON, ENGLAND, CONCERNING THE 
W--

BOMBING OF~ ISRAELI CONSULATE IN 1994. TATP WAS AN 

EXPLOSIVE MIXTURE USED IN THIS BOMBING. 

LEAD: 

FBIHQ AT WASHINGTON, DC. 

DETERMINE ANY THREAT OR SOURCE REPORT CONCERNING TATP AND 
{?epc,1rin~ 

AIRCRAFT. IF 1EXISTS CONCERNING THE USE OF TAT~ PLEASE ADVISE 

THE METHOD OF CONTAMINANT OR PLACEMENT ABOARD THE AIRCRAFT, 

AND GROUP(S) RESPONSIBLE. 
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APAGE 4 NY (265A-NY-259028) 

LABORATORY DIVISION, EXPLOSIVES UNIT IS REQUESTED TO 

PROVIDE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE EXPLOSIVE NATURE OF 

TRIACETONE TRIPEROXIDE (TATP). 

PROVIDE. INFORMATION CONCERNING EXPLOSIVE RESIDUE/DAMAGE 

IF DETONATION OCCURRED AND THE POSSIBILITY OF THIS EXPLOSIVE 

MATERIAL'S ENTRY INTO THE CENTER WING FUEL TANK. 

CHEMISTRY-TOXICOLOGY UNIT IS REQUESTED TO PROVIDE 
foe;rr, 5 

INFORMATION CONCERNING THE DIFFERENT OF TRIACETONE TRIPEROXIDE 

(TATP) AND WHETHER IT COULD DETONATE~ FLUID FORM, POWDER 

FORM, ETC. PLEASE DETERMINE THE PROBABLE SHELF LIFE OF TATP 

IN THESE DIFFERENT FORMS. 

PLEASE DETERMINE THE POSSIBILITY OF TATP BEING INGESTED 

IN TO THE CENTER WING TANK BY PLACEMENT IN THE WING IN A FLUID 

FORM, AND POSSIBLY DRYING IN THE CENTER FUEL TANK THEN 

DETONATING. 

PLEASE PROVIDE POSSIBLE SCENARIOS, IF ANY, CONSISTENT 

WITH THE USE OF TATP AS A SOURCE OF DETONATION IN THE CENTER 

FUEL TANK. 

PLEASE ASCERTAIN IF ANY RESIDUE WOULD REMAIN AFTER 

DETONATION OF TATP. 
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APAGE 2 NY (265A-NY-259028) 

REFERENCE TECALL BETWEEN SSA CTU, ,...._ _________ __, 

RFU HEADQUARTERS AND DET -I I NYO ( I - 4 6 ) . 

bl 
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(01/26/1998) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 08/23/2001 

To: Investigative Services Attn: 

From: Investigative Services 
IOB/IOU I/~R=o~o=m.._7~4..;;..;a.5=8 ______ _ 
Contact: 

Approved By: 

Drafted By: 

Case ID # = I lPending) ----------
Title: TWA FLIGHT 800 

Synopsis: Request to close captioned case. 

Details: Letter rogatory was sent to the National Traffic Safety 
Board for response. As this is not a Federal Bureau of 
Investigation matter, it is therefore requested that this case be 
closed. 

♦♦ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-78) 
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CITE: //3540// 

SUBJECT: UNSUBS: POSSIBLE THREAT AGAINST TWA FLIGHT 800, NEW YORK. 

TO TEL AVIV, MARCH 14, 1989, OO:NEW YORK. 

b6 ON MARCH 14, 1989, NEW YORK, NY, 
--,--------------- b7C 

CONTACTED NYOSA AND ADVISED AS FOLLOWS: 
.; 

ON MARCH 14, 1989 AT 12:55 AM, AN INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFYING 

HIMSELF Asl 'iiiii ____ _. TEL Nol LcALLED TWA'S ST. Lours ._ ______ _ 
RESERVATION OFFICE AND ADVISED AS FOLLOWS: 

._ __ ~!CLAIMED To BE A~l ___________ ___,lwHo OVERHEARD 

I) 
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PAGE TWO DE NY 0131 UNCLAS 

A SUITCASE WAS GOING ·ro BE PLACED ON A TWA FLIGHT ON MARCH 14, 1989 

TO TEL AVIV WHICH DEPARTS AT 8:00 PM. 

~---~lcoNFIRMED THAT TWA FLIGHT eoo DEPARTS JFKIA ON MARCH 
14, 1988 AT 8:20 PM DESTINED FOR TEL AVIV. 

COLES CRISS-CROSS DIRECTORY INDICATED THATI 

LISTED TO 

lrs 

----------------------------
BR. O OK LYN, I\IY. 

_____ lsTATED THAT TWA FLIGHT 000 TO TEL AVIV WILL NOT BE 
CANCELLED AND THAT SECURITY MEASURES WOULD BE ENHANCED. 

BT 

#01Jt 

NNNN 

NYO INDICES WERE NEGATIVE REGARDINo_l ______ I 
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OUTBOX HAS 1 DOCUMENT 

OUTBOX .. 1 (#2706) 

TO: HQ1@ EMHl, WMFO@ EMH1 

FROM: NY@ EMH1 

3UDJECT: 073/131 IMMEDIATE 
DATE: 15 MAR 89 00:57:50 GMT 

rEXT: VZCZCNY0131 

00 HO WMFO 

OE NY #0131 0732410 

Zl\!Y UUUUU 

0 1 '1-2:354Z MAR f:39 

FM FBI NEW YORK _I----­
TG DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE/IMMEDIATE/ 
f:T 

UNCLP,S 

CITE: / /:J~i40// 

SUB,JECT: UNSUBS; POS::H BLE THREAT AGAINST Tt,.JA FL I GhT 800, NEW YUR~::. 

TO TEL AVIV, MARCH 14, 1989, 00:NEW YORK. 
ON MARCH 14, 19U9, NEW YORK, NY, 

CONTACTED NYOSA AND ADVISED AS FOLLOWS: 

ON MARCH 14, 1989 AT 12:55 AM, AN INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFYING 

HIMSELF ASI I TEL NO I !CALLED TWA/SST. LOUIS 

RESERVATION OFFICE 

,.__ _ ____,I CLA I MED 
TrlREE MEN SPEAKING 

AND ADV I ::;ED AS FOLLOWS: 
TO E:E A .-i ------------,1 WHO OVERHEARD 

ARABIC IN A GROCERY STORE srATING THAT A BOMB IN 

b3 
b7E 

b3 
b6 
b7C 
b7E 
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s,A1't~ 
THREE MEN SPEAKING ARABIC IN A GROCERY STORE PF 42J.!N THAT A BOMB IN 

A SUITCASE WAS GOING TO BE PLACED ON A TWA FLIGHT ON MARCH 14, 1989 

TO TEL AVIV WHICH DEPARTS AT 8:00 PM. 

,___ ___ _.I CONFIRMED THAT TWA FLIGHT 800 DEPARTS ,JFK IA ()N MARCH 

14, 1988 AT 8:20 PM DESTINED FOR TEL AVIV. 

COLES CRISS-CROSS DIRECTORY INDICATED THAT IS 

LISTED TO 

...,_ BROOKLYN 7 2 ~X 

_____ I STATED THAT TWA FLIGHT 800 TO TEL AVIV WILL NOT BE 

CANCELLED AND THAT SECURITY MEASURES WOULD BE ENHANCED. 
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0002 MRI 00067 

00 P12 AFO FBIBA ALO FBINY 

DE FBINY #0007 2010150 

ZNR UUUUU 

0 1901202 JUL 96 

FM FBI NEW YORK (265A-NY-259028) (RAPID START) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

ALL FBI FIELD OFFICES/IMMEDIATE/ 

ALL LEGATS/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: / /3540/ / 

SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800, 29 MILES 

SOUTHEAST OF HAMPTON, NEW YORK; JULY 17, 1996; AOT - IT - EOD; 

Ct:f.;1-. '"\' _,~ 
00 : NEW YORK. _.,4c:: 

INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING IN AN EFFORT TO IDENTIFY 

CAUSE OF THE EXPLOSION WHICH OCCURRED ON TWA FLIGHT 800 

ROUTE FROM JFK INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, NEW YORK, TO 

DEGAULLE AIRPORT, PARIS, FRANCE, ON JULY 17, 1996, AT 

APPROXIMATELY 2035 HOURS. 

_,.,,.// 

(\ l····;, \'-, 
I V / \ 
\ 
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PAGE FIVE DE FBINY 0007 ill\J~LAS 

#0007 
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PAGE THREE DE FBINY 0007 GrlCLAS 

DISCLOSES AN UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT RAPIDLY APPROACHING FLIGHT 

800 JUST PRIOR TO THE FLIGHT DISAPPEARANCE FROM THE RADAR 

SCREEN. THIS IS BEING REVIEWED BY FAA SPECIALISTS. 

INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION REVEALS AN INDIVIDUAL ON LONG 

ISLAND, RESIDING IN THE VICINITY OF THE CRASH SITE, WHO, WHILE 

OUT ON A ROUTINE WALK, OBSERVED WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS A 

"FIREWORKS LIKE" OBJECT ASCEND INTO THE AIR. HE OBSERVED A 

"WHITE PUFF" EMERGE AND THEN BREAK IN TWO, GENERATING A 

FIREBALL, DESCENDING FROM THE SKY. THIS INDIVIDUAL IS BEING 

THOROUGHLY DEBRIEFED AND HAS TAKEN INVESTIGATING AGENTS TO THE 

LOCATION WHERE HE BELIEVES THE PROJECTILE ORIGINATED. 

NEW YORK IS CONDUCTING INVESTIGATION IN THIS REGION IN AN 

EFFORT TO DISCOVER ANY EVIDENCE REMAINING, SCORCH MARKS OR 

PARTS CONSISTENT WITH THE FIRING OF A MISSILE FROM THAT 

LOCATION. A CANVAS IS BEING CONDUCTED TO DETERMINE IF ANY 

INDIVIDUALS SAW, OR HEARD, ANYTHING UNUSUAL DURING THE 

PRECEDING EVENINGS. ADDITIONAL LEADS ARE BEING GENERATED 

CONCERNING BOATING ACTIVITY IN THE AREA AND STOLEN OR MISSING 

CRAFTS. 

INTERVIEW WITH DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENT~I ___ ~ b6 
b7C 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



PAGE FOUR DE FBINY 0007 Ul\-..:LAS 

______ lsTATES THAT A SHOULDER FIRED ROCKET, KNOWN AS A 

MANPAD, WOULD FUNCTION CONSISTENT WITH THIS EYEWITNESS' 

ACCOUNT. 

A 1-800-TIPS NUMBER HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED TO ACCEPT LEADS. 

ALL MEDIA BROADCASTS ARE BEING MONITORED TO ASCERTAIN 

ADDITIONAL RELATED INFORMATION. 

NAVY VESSELS EQUIPPED WITH SONAR ARE BEING BROUGHT IN TO 

ASSIST IN BLACK BOX RECOVERY EFFORTS. CONTRARY TO MEDIA 

REPORTS, THE BLACK BOX RELATED TO FOR THIS FLIGHT HAS NOT BEEN 

RECOVERED. 

FBI HEADQUARTERS IS IN RECEIPT OF FAXES GENERATED FROM 

CAIRO CLAIMING CREDIT. 

THERE IS A MEETING SCHEDULED FOR 9 PM 7/18/96 BETWEEN 

NTSB STAFF AND FBI INVESTIGATORS TO COORDINATE INVESTIGATIVE 

EFFORTS. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

ONE OF THE CREW ON BOARD FLIGHT 800, WORKING AS A FLIGHT 1 

ATTENDANT, WAS -------------------------V/ 
OF THE NEW YORK DIVISION. / / 

I 

INVESTIGATION AT NEW YORK CONTINUING. / '_ 

BT 

b6 
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PAGE TWO DE FBINY 0007 UNL~AS 

AS REPORTED THROUGHOUT THE MEDIA, THE AIRCRAFT WITHOUT 

WARNING, DISAPPEARED FROM THE RADAR SCREEN A SHORT TIME AFTER 

TAKEOFF. 

MANIFESTS FOR FLIGHT 800 HAVE BEEN OBTAINED AND ARE BEING 

REVIEWED TO DETERMINE BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS TRAVEL 

ARRANGEMENTS OF ALL PASSENGERS ON BOARD. MANIFESTS FOR 

CONNECTING FLIGHTS RELATED TO FLIGHT #800 ARE BEING PULLED AND 

REVIEWED. INVESTIGATIONS ARE BEING CONDUCTED AT THOSE 

AIRPORTS OF ORIGIN, WHEN IDENTIFIED. 

A NUMBER OF CRISIS RESPONSE COMMAND POSTS HAVE BEEN 

ESTABLISHED THROUGHOUT THE NEW YORK CITY AREA. ERT TEAMS FROM 

NEW YORK AND NEIGHBORING FIELD DIVISIONS ARE ON THE SCENE. 

FBIHQ DISASTER SQUAD ARRIVED, JULY 18, 1996 AND IS WORKING 

CLOSELY WITH ASSOCIATED LAW ENFORCEMENT ENTITIES. sAl ____ -

,.._ ___ ____.IIs AT EASTERN LONG ISLAND, IN THE VICINITY OF THE 

CENTER MORICHES CRIME SCENE AND IS PROCESSING EVIDENCE. 

STORAGE IS AT A GRUMAN FACILITY HANGAR ON EASTERN LONG ISLAND. 

ADIC~I ___ ___. SAC PICKARD, AND SAC SCHILLIRO TRAVELLED TO 

THE CRASH SITE, APPROXIMATELY 9 1/2 MILES OFFSHORE, AND 

OBSERVED A LONG TRAIL OF DEBRIS. 

LOCAL RADAR REVEALS A SEQUENCE OF ACTIVITY WHICH 

b6 
b7C 
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~ I"' 
)'l!l~/31/1995) • • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: PRIORITY Date: 02/04/1997 

Attn: ADIC JAMES K. KALLSTROM To: New York 

From: I 
TWA /I-46 

Approved By: I 
Drafted By: 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 {Pending) 

Title: UNSUB (S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996 
AOT-IT-EID 

Synopsis: Outline of TWA flight 800 briefing/tour for 
approximately one hundred and fifty victim family members. 

Administrative: 

Briefing of victim family members 

Background of investigation 

Each of you are here because you lost a loved 
one on TWA flight 800 almost six months ago. I know you 
must be thinking, why this plane, why my loved one? Each 
of you deserve an answer - an answer we have been unable 
to give you. We will, however, never give up and never 
stop searching for the whys. What you will see here today 
are the efforts being made to find out how this happened. 
Our hearts and best resources are committed to this case. 
Every conceivable scenario is being investigated. The 
efforts here in this facility center around the 
collection of evidence from the remains of the aircraft 
and its contents. Although these efforts do not comprise 
the majority of our investigation, the results of the 
forensic examinations are critically important in 
establishing the scenario by which the theories of what 
happened are proposed. In addition to testing the 
various theories, the forensic evidence is important in 
steering the investigation in the most probable 
direction. To date, the combined resources and skills of 
the FBI and NTSB and outside experts, have yet to 

b6 
b7C 

de~erm~ne a definitive cause of that. tragic evenin~6hA.~t-\' .. ~:1::0:).28-SWB /'3'7{ 
this time we have not seen enough evidence to clea~ tne 'fi' 
board 9.f ,the three most likely theories, that be~-ng-:---

u~m~.~h~h·:tcal failure, missile and bomb. ·"'-·- I, •. .; h 
v 

' ' (' . : 
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To: 
Re: 

New York Flm: -i--------
265A-NY-259028, 02/04/1997 • 

We have interviewed over 4,000 people. Among 
those interviewed were airport personnel at both John F. 
Kennedy International Airport and Athens international 
airport, Greece. We also interviewed passengers and crew 
on TWA Flight 881. In addition, TWA Flight 800 victims' 
families interviews were conducted here in the United 
States as well as throughout Europe. An interview team is 
currently in France completing the last of the family 
interviews. 

Bomb theory: Regarding laboratory examinations 
relative to the possibility that an explosive device 
(home-made bomb) was the cause of the crash, the 
materials recovered from the aircraft have been subjected 
to many types of examinations. These examinations have 
included explosive residue analysis, detailed visual and 
microscopic analysis of the aluminum skin and support 
frames, carpet, seats, and flooring for evidence of 
explosive damage. Many of these items have been 
transported to the FBI laboratory for more detailed 
testing. However, as of yet no evidence of a bomb has 
been found. 

Missile theory: There has been nothing found in 
the salvaged remains of TWA flight 800 which would 
indicate that it was engaged and destroyed by a shoulder­
fired missile. The FBI has been assisted in its 
examination by a number of government agencies to include 
the United States Navy's Air Warfare Center and the 
Defense Intelligence Agency's Missile and Space 
Intelligence Center. Despite a wealth of circumstantial 
evidence indicating that the aircraft was struck by a 
missile fired from a sea-borne platform, the exact cause 
of the explosion remains a mystery. 

To date there is no evidence of sabotage. The 
mechanical failure theory is still being pursued. We 
know the center fuel tank exploded, however we don't know 
the exact cause. Other Boeing 747 1 s currently in service 
are being closely examined to see· if conditions exist 
that could possibly explain what happened to TWA flight 
800. 

Hanger Tour 

Family members will board buses at 1:00 p.m. to 
Calverton for the tour of two hangers: the exterior 
reconstruction hanger (the fuselage)and the interior 

2 
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To: 
Re: 

Laboratory lorn: New York 
265A-NY-259028, 06/24/1997 • 

Several swabs were taken from four sites in and just 
forward of the underside left surface of the WCS. These swabs 
comprise the following evidence items: 

1) lB-483 (Samples 1 and 2); Swabs taken from two sites on the 
left side fuselage piece identified as LF5; 

2) lB-484 (Samples 3 and 4); Swabs taken from two sites on the 
left side fuselage piece identified as LF89; 

3) lB-485 (Samples 5, 6, and 7); Swabs taken from three sites on 
the left side pressure web piece identified as LF55B; 

4) lB-486 ($amples 8, 9, and 10); Swabs taken from three sites 
on the left front keel beam piece identified as LF14A. 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

LABORATORY 

FBI Laboratory Chemistry Unit is requested to conduct 
necessary examinations for the presence of explosive residue and 
volatile accelerant. Please provide a laboratory report of 
findings to the New York case squad, I-46, and: 

FBI Command.-=.P~o~s~t"----------. 
Attn: SSRAI I 
Naval Weapon._s_l_n_d~u-s_t_r_i_a~I-R_e_s_e_r_ve Plant 
4026 Grumman Blvd. 
Calverton, NY 11933 

♦♦ 

,,•.J' 
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' ~ 
v To: New York Flm: l---------

265A-NY-259028, 02/04/1997 • Re: 

has proved to be a monumental task. 
* No reconstruction activity will be in progress 

during the tour. However, during the week following 
the tour there will be major reconstruction of the 
wing area. 

Interior cabin 
* Interior section of plane to include seating. 

Some seats are being reconstructed on wooden 
stands. Many of the seats have been 
taken apart in the process of examining them for 
traces of evidence. 

The debris fields are still being culled by 
four pacific coast trawlers. This part of the 
investigation has resulted in the successful recovery of 
debris of the smallest size. 

cc: SAC JOHN P. O'NEILL 
ASACI SSRA 
SSRA 
SA lr-"---------,-....J 

♦♦ 
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(12!31/1995) 
~- • • 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date: 06/24/1997 Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: Laboratory Attn: SSA! Room._3_9=7-1 ____ _. 

From: New York 
FBI Command Post Calverton 
Contact: SA 

Approved By: 

Drafted By: 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA 800; 
7/17/96 
AOT-IT-EOD 
00: NEW YORK 

(516) 369-3313 

Synopsis: Submits four evidence items, 1B483-1B486, to the FBI 
Lab for chemical residue tests. 

Package Copy: Being forwarded under separate cover are four New 
York office evidence items 1B483 through 1B486. 

Details: One of the hypotheses in the crash of TWA Flight 800 is 
that an over pressure from a fuel-air deflagration occurred in 
the Wing Center Section (WCS) causing catastrophic structural 
failure. The ignition source, however, remains elusive. 
Consequently, much attention has been placed on the structure in 
and around the WCS to discover clues of the ignition. 

An observation has been made regarding soot patterns on 
the underside forward left surface of the WCS. The pattern 
suggests that there was a low velocity, non-turbulent flow of 
soot before the WCS fractured apart. An explanation for this 
phenomenon is being sought from various possibilities. 
Considering the possibility that this pattern resulted from an 
initiating, criminal event, chemical analysis for explosive and 
volatile accelerant residue is necessary. 
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reconstruction hanger (cabin area). The tour will be 
divided into groups and presentations will be given by 
NTSB personnel at both the exterior reconstruction hangar 
and the cabin reconstruction area. The groups will 
further be divided into smaller groups of ten. Each 
group of ten will have one FBI escort and one Red Cross 
representative. Each hangar tour will last about one and 
a half hours, for a total of three hours at the hangars. 
Also, family members will only be able to walk around the 
perimeter of the reconstruction which will be clearly 
marked for preservation of a crime scene. We ask that you 
not take photos in the hangars. 

When finished, you will be bused back to the 
hotel for a question and answer session that will start 
at 6:30 p.m. A lounge in the hotel will be available to 
the families throughout the day Friday and Saturday, and 
a buffet dinner will be given on Saturday evening. 

Security will be enforced by the FBI, hotel 
personnel and Suffolk County police. EMS and mental 
health personnel will be available at the hangar and the 
hotel. A designated area for the press will be 
established outside of the hotel and out of sight of the 
buses. 

(Please note that some victims' families have 
previously inquired as to the condition of the plane's 
engines. Particularly families where the victims were 
sitting in first class and whose bodies were never 
recovered. Therefore, requests to see the airplane's 
engines can be anticipated.) 

Exterior hanger 

* Condition of plane: Plane in fragments-largest 
piece is the wing 

* Center fuel tank is being assembled on scaffold. 
It is a methodical process where we analyze 
as we proceed. currently, we are analyzing the 
area that is most suspect. As a modern plane is 
constructed the parts and wiring are numbered. 
Although this numbering system has been of 
assistance to those reconstructing the TWA 
aircraft, a large number of the pieces in this case 
are too small to identify using the numbering 
system. Therefore the reconstruction of the plane 
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FBI Role in TWA Case Draws Senate 
Scrutiny 

By Michael Grunwald 
Washington Post Staff Writer 
Thursday, November 26, 1998; Page AO 1 

In September 1996, two months after TWA Flight 800 exploded off 
the Long Island shore, an FBI agent led a woman in cutoff jeans into 
the high-security hangar where the wreckage was stored. She 
surveyed the debris, then announced her conclusion: A bomb hidden in 
a suitcase near the left wing had destroyed the plane. 

She was wrong: A two-year investigation ultimately concluded that 
mechanical failure, not sabotage, downed TWA 800. But her error, 
according to Senate investigators reviewing the FBI's $20 million 
probe, was not surprising, considering her area of expertise. She was a 
self-described psychic. 

The decision to call in a soothsayer was apparently a one-time mistake 
by a low-level agent, but according to several National Transportation 
Safety Board officials and a former high-ranking FBI scientist, it was 
not the bureau's only error. The critics have told Senate investigators 
that the FBI mishandled evidence and mistreated the safety board 
during the TWA probe. They will testify at a Judiciary subcommittee 
hearing this winter, the first public airing of the tensions that simmered 
between the two agencies. 

An even larger problem, according to witnesses cooperating with the 
inquiry by Sen. Charles E. Grassley (R-Iowa), was that FBI officials 
made a near-rush to judgment, setting out to find evidence of a bomb 
or missile instead of setting out to find the truth. 

FBI officials angrily reject the allegations. They see the massive TWA 
investigation as a model for the future, noting that even though they 
suspected at the outset that terrorists brought down Flight 800, they 
conducted a thorough and open-minded probe that eventually reached 
the right conclusion. James K. Kallstrom, the former head of the FBI's 
New York office, said conspiracy theorists have accused the FBI of 
suppressing, not promoting, evidence that a bomb or missile killed all 
230 people aboard the Boeing 747. 

"We never went off half-cocked -- it was the absolute opposite of 
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that," said Kallstrom, who led the TWA 800 investigation and is now 
director of security for a national credit card firm. "What a crazy 
notion. Let me tell you something: I'm looking forward to this 
hearing." 

"Oh, it's easy to criticize us now," Kallstrom added. "Just remember: 
We got it right." 

But several NTSB officials -- along with William Tobin, the FBI's 
former chief metallurgist -- have told Grassley's investigators that the 
bureau came close to getting it wrong. They allege that FBI officials 
were convinced terrorists had targeted the plane, and often scoffed at 
their suggestions that a mechanical malfunction could have ignited 
fumes in the jumbo jet's center fuel tank. The critics also say the 
bureau's hasty assumptions about TWA 800 may have helped fuel the 
conspiracy theories, such as the Navy missile scenario proposed by 
Oliver Stone for a special that was rejected by ABC after complaints 
by the NTSB and some ABC reporters. 

The federal officials have criticized the FBI on many issues, from a 
barrage of early media leaks suggesting sabotage to its refusal to let 
NTSB investigators photograph evidence to a supervisor's destruction 
of a piece of evidence. Some argue that the problems with the 
investigation reflected broader problems at the bureau: a dismissive 
attitude toward science, a preoccupation with turf, a reluctance to 
cooperate. 

"When the premier federal law enforcement agency fights the truth, 
innocent people can get hurt," said Grassley, a longtime FBI critic 
who chairs the Judiciary subcommittee on administrative oversight and 
the courts. "This is the ugly side of the FBI that people don't see." 

Memories of the World Trade Center and Oklahoma City bombings 
were still fresh when Flight 800 exploded on July 17, 1996, and 
investigators from the FBI and the NTSB initially assumed someone 
had attacked the New York-to-Paris flight. In the days after the 
explosion, Kallstrom publicly vowed to bring those responsible to 
justice. But while dozens of subsequent news media reports quoted 
unnamed sources suggesting the FBI had evidence of sabotage, citing 
discoveries of "explosive residue" and "blast damage in the forward 
landing gear," there was never an official declaration of a criminal act. 

After conducting more than 7,000 interviews and chasing more than 
3,000 tips from the public, the FBI ultimately concluded in November 
1997 that t.here was no evidence of any criminal wrongdoing. The 
NTSB then took sole control of the investigation, but has yet to 
determine exactly what caused the fuel tank explosion. Nevertheless, it 
has been the most exhaustive and expensive investigation in aviation 
history, prompting tighter security guidelines and new NTSB 
recommendations to prevent explosions in fuel tanks. 
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Grassley's hearing could revive fading memories of Inspector General 
Michael R. Bromwich's stinging 1997 report on the bureau's crime lab. 
The lab has a new director and recently passed muster with the 
national accreditation body for the first time. The explosives unit, 
which was reconstituted under a new supervisor, has earned praise for 
its recent work in the U.S. embassy bombings in Kenya and Tanzania. 

In any case, FBI officials say they have put the past behind them. After 
Swissair Flight 111 crashed off Nova Scotia on Sept. 2, killing all 229 
people aboard, an FBI spokesman noted the next day that "preliminary 
indications show absolutely no sign of a criminal act." The 
investigation -- which the FBI did not lead -- ultimately confirmed 
that. 

"Things have changed," said Donald Kerr, the assistant FBI director 
who runs the lab. "It's very clear that the role of science is more 
important at the FBI than it ever was in the past." 

© Copyright 1998 The Washington Post Company 
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• " accident. 

"In the near hysteria that existed, my continual urgings of prudence 
and caution in interpretation of events were not well received in some 
quarters in light of what was considered obvious and overwhelming 
'forensic evidence,' 11 Tobin wrote on Sept. 15, 1996. "My repeated 
judgments that the material damage and deformity was not consistent 
with blast damage was considered heresy in the law enforcement 
community .... The last time I brought the subject up, it was 
brusquely indicated to me that mechanical failure was not possible. 11 

Kallstrom denied those allegations, saying that in fact it was Tobin 
who jumped to conclusions, pressuring Kallstrom to announce that 
mechanical failure caused the disaster far earlier than he should have. 

Tobin and the NTSB scientists also have alleged several FBI 
procedural foul-ups, all of which Kallstrom either denied or said he 
could not recall. Some were goofy but inconsequential, like the 
psychic who was summoned to the high-security hangar, or the 
"military officer" who helped oversee helicopter landings near the 
hangar until he was exposed as a fraud in a costume. Other allegations 
were more serious, from poor documentation of forensic evidence 
such as seat covers and poor training of FBI technicians to a failure to 
use global satellite positioning for victim recovery and the expertise of 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms for explosives analysis. 

In one misstep, according to NTSB witnesses, the FBI tried to store 
bloodstained clothing and other physical evidence in a refrigerated 
truck. But the refrigeration unit ran out of fuel over a hot September 
weekend, and the evidence baked for more than two days in 90-degree 
heat. By the time the problem was fixed, mold had grown all over it. 

The witnesses also reported that an FBI agent hammered two pieces 
of wreckage together in the hangar, and an FBI supervisor ripped 
metal fragments out of a seat cushion during an argument about their 
trajectory. The two FBI employees in question were both transferred 
out of the explosives unit last year after they were accused of mistakes 
in earlier cases by the Justice Department's inspector general. 

Tobin argues in his memos that the explosives unit was part of the 
problem on Long Island. In one, Tobin complained of bomb team 
specialists s~ying things like "only a bomb could have caused this 
damage" without offering scientific proof, often "in an intimidating 
tone." 

"The cowboys were in control, not the scientists, 11 said attorney David 
K. Colapinto, who represents Tobin as well as former FBI chemist 
Frederic Whitehurst, whose allegations of misconduct launched the lab 
investigation. "That's been the big problem at the FBI. 11 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



FBI Role in TWA Case Draws Senate Scrutiny • http://search.washingtonpo.wp-srv/WPlate/1998- l l/26/1411-112698-idx.html 

The culture clash between the two agencies was an open secret during 
the investigation, even though NTSB officials never complained about 
it publicly. Now, though, NTSB metallurgists Frank Zakar and 
Michael Marx and supervisor Hank Hughes are cooperating with 
Grassley's investigators. 

Zakar, Marx and· Hughes will not comment publicly until the hearing, 
but NTSB managing director Peter Goelz acknowledged in an 
interview that the safety board had problems with the FBI. 

"Inevitably, there's going to be elbowing back and forth in an 
investigation like this," Goelz said. "In our opinion, some of the FBI's 
actions may have prolonged the investigation, and they may have 
given rise to some of the conspiracy stuff out there. But they certainly 
didn't ruin the investigation." 

The skirmishing over turf began almost as soon as the plane exploded. 
That night, amid widespread fears that terrorists might strike again, 
the FBI dispatched 400 agents all over Long Island. NTSB 
investigators did not arrive until dawn and it quickly became evident 
that their staff levels, resource_s and equipment were paltry compared 
with the FBI's. So the FBI took control of the crash site, even though 
legally the safety board was supposed to be in charge until it was clear 
a crime had been committed. 

NTSB officials have told Grassley's investigators they felt intimidated 
by the phalanx of FBI agents with guns, but Kallstrom called those 
complaints ludicrous. "We took a dominant role because we had a 
dominant mission," he said. "The NTSB didn't even have people ready 
to go. What the hell was I supposed to do, wait around for them to get 
ready?" 

For months, the bureau controlled access to witnesses, specimens and 
the crash scene, and did not allow NTSB investigators to photograph 
evidence or co"py reports of FBI interviews. In many cases, the board's 
investigators said they had to reinterview witnesses about air safety 
issues after they realized that FBI agents had asked them only criminal 
investigative questions. "If anything's going to give rise to grassy knoll 
theories, that's it," Goelz said. "We should have had access to 
everything." 

In a series of memos to his FBI supervisors reviewed by The 
Washington Post, Tobin complained about an internal atmosphere of 
intimidation, "a bias toward sabotage" and "the tendency to try to fit 
the evidence or data to a particular theory." Tobin, who also criticized 
the FBI during the highly publicized investigation of its crime 
laboratory and recently retired as chief FBI metallurgist, wrote that he 
"felt like a salmon swimming upstream" on Long Island, surrounded 
by FBI explosives experts unwilling to consider the possibility of an 
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EXAMINAT-IoN: AT THE. CAINERTON. l'."ACILITY.- T.HE: RUNWAYS: At 

·CALVER'I'ON_ ·wILL SUPI?ORt THE_· AIRCAAF't ALTHOUGH: ii_ ·o:uESTION" 

-REMAINS AS. TO THE: CONDI_TION- .ot· 'I'.HE TAXIW-t1-YS- ■: lt THE: PLANE_ 

CANNO'I'. BE_ TOWED CLOSE: TQ • T.HE: -RECONSTRUC'I'ION~ HAftGAA,_· t:T.· CAit BE: 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



TEMPORARIL".{ STORED .-IN.· ONE: OF •. THE: LARGE: VACAN'r HANGARS_ b:tf 'I'HE_ 

:FLIGHt LINE.: I~ THIS. OI>TIO:tf Is: CONSIDERED,_ THE_ DX-Ff'EREN'r 

!>ARTIES_ bt THE: :INVESTIG~'r·IOit MAY:- HAVE: TO SHARE_ IN- THE: COST .. 

B'r 

#OOlS: 

NNNN. 
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• Q016: MRI: 01514_ 

00 1>12 Ar:'Q FBIWE'.' AW CASE~ ·FBIN't 

.DE FBUf'.( #0006: 2~72045: 

ZN:( ·uuuuu: 

Q 232024Z_ SEI> 96~ 

FM: FBl 'NEW. YORK ·(26.SA.-W{-25902a-A). (P) (l-46) 

.TQ DIRECTOR. .FBI/I?v1MEDIATE/ 

ALL_ -E'.'B~ :FIELP OFFICES/IMMEDIATE/ 

ALL. :tEGbTS/IMMEDIATE/ 
\ 

UNC:GAs: 

CITE·:: Y./3:540// 

PAss·== FBIHQ_ FOR_ ssA .... I ______ ___. 

SUBJEC'I'. ~ .UNSUB (S) t EXPLOSION~ OE'.' 'I'Wi .Fi:IGH'I'. 8_00 ;- V:UL'i" 17:,. 

1996·;- AOt-I'r_-EII);" 00:NY.: 
._:: 

.'.' 

b6 , 

be 
w 
()¥ 

tHE: _E:'OLLOWING REI>RESENTS ii SUMMARY'.- OF .(\C'I'IVITY'.. ;I>ERTAINING -
-

TQ :SEPTEMBER_ 2i_-23 ,- :1996: .: 

AS OF ·3·: 00: :e·._M·■: Off SEI>TEMBER. 2) ,· "1996:,. THE SUE'.'E'.'OLK COUNTY:. 

MEDICAL EXAMINER' s: OFticE:.REPOR'I'S-:: 

TOTAL VIC'I'.lMS RECQVEREP:: 213, 

b6 
b7C 

-~f''l()~s 
SEARCHED - IN ED,.--

TsEP 2 :ro 1996 
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I 

l 

.. , 
-PAGE_ -'I'WQ .DE. FBnr{ QOQ6: UNCLAS. 

TOTAL .• POSITIVt -IDs·:: 

'.TOTAL. 1>os·1TIVE_ '.IDS. ·wITH:, 

FAMIL"{ -~OT-IFICATIO:tf:: 212 

• 
G&UMMAN",- :LO~G ISLAND .EVIDENCE ·COijTROL_ 'CEijTE~. OI>ERATION_· 

~EPORTED:: 

·r .: RECEII>t ot Al&CRAF't WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE:: 

ON: SEPTEMBER. 20,_ -1996·, ... THlRT't-:Ec'O~. (3:4) 11:LOTS" ot 

WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE_ WAS RECEIVED.: -LOTS . .1_--ji WERE. DELIVEREP -:Ec'RO?{ 

THE: RED BANK,- ·Nm{ JERSE';( RA_.AND co~SISTED b:Ec" MISCELLANEOUS. 

DEBRIS,· :wt 33: WAS. TWQ (2) TRUCKS: -DELIVERED ::Ec'ROM: SHINNECOCK 

AND CONSIS'I'ED ot t,ARGE: -METAL. DEBRIS·,. ANP LO'I' ~4_ WAS. OB'I'AINEQ 

-F&OM: FtSHING_ -VESSEL 0 NEI>'I'UNE." ,- -HOME: PORT NEW- -BED:Ec'O&D ,­

MASSACHUSETTS-,- DELIVERED VIA_ Wij'E:Q STATES: COASt GUARP 'I'HUNDER_ 

'BA"{,. POR'I'LAND,· ,-MAINE.: 

ON: SEPTEMBER. 21-,· 1996:,. '.EIGH'I' (a)· 11 LOTS:11 01" 

WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE ·wAs ,-RECEIVED.: t,OTS: 1_-'8. 'WERE. -DELIVERED IN: 

ONE: TRUCK .:Ec"RoM: SH.INNECOCK CONSIS'I'ING 01" THREE NETS: 01" .DEB&IS ·= 

ON: SEPTEMBER_ 2·2·,. i996·,. ''I'WQ (2) ''LOTS'' ot 
WRECM.GE/EVlDENCt WERE: RECE-IVED.: ·wT.a 'i.-2: ·wERE. DEiiIVEREP IN: 

'I'.WQ (2),· :TRUCKS: :Ec'RQM: SHI~ECOCK CONSIS'I'IijG_.·Ot ':Ec'OUR_ (4) NETS: O:Ec' • 

• DEBRIS-.: 

I ,, ,, 
I Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



·• • , PAGE THREE: DE: ,FBINx'' ·6006 .UNCLAS 

I I ■: ITEMS. • OF INTEREST:: 

ON-,SE.I'TEMBER ·20,- F'ROM: LO'I'. 3·3,: A' .LARGE,: .-HEAVY:. CYLINDRICAL_ 

OBJECT °?WMBEREP AA1os:4,. BEiiIEVEP TQ ·BE: 'l~l{ ENGINE: .PART·,. ·wAs: 
I , 

RECOVERED._ THIS_ ,OBJECT Js: THE. ONL"{,ONE: _F:ROM: -THE: FOUR_ (4): 

ENG INES. TQ BE :RECOVERED TQ _-DATE. ■: ALSQ FROM: Lbt 3). ,_. 'I'HRES ( 3) 

PIECES: OF° FUEL. ·PROBE (S) WERE :RECOVERED~: FROM. LOt l4 ,· A_ TRA":{ 

• TABLE_ ANP FOAM: R:OBBER_ ·wAS RECOVERED•: 

ON_· SEI'TEMBER 2·1 ,- , FROM: LO'I'.. "f ,· 'I'HE:, FOLLOWING_ l_TEMs: ·wERE­

:RECOVERED :: ONE: (l)_ 'I'HREE (3) FOO'I'.- SECTIO:tf OF" AIRCRAFT SKIN',_' 

O~E- ( 1) FUEL PROBE,. ONE: ( 1) OXYGEN: -BOTTLE,. ONE: ( l) GASKET,· ONE 

(l), SINK, PIPE (S) WITH: THE. SERIAL_ ?WMBE~: ,TWA15201SN23_7-,- ONE: 

(l), -HUMAN-, S~ULL_ :FRAG?-1ENT·, ONE (1), -HU?-1.AN' BONE·, ANP 

. MISCELLANEbus: 'DEBRIS ■: THE: :HU?-1AN- REMAINS: WERE: T:RANSI'OR'I'EP 

DI:RECTL"{ TQ THE: ·rvtEDICAL_ .EXAMtNER' s: OFFICE :FROM: SHINNE_COCK.: 

·w'I's: 2:-a: CONSISTED ot MISCELLANEOUS: DEBRIS. ■: 

ON_ SEPTEMBER. 22 ,, E-"RO?{ _tot)._ THE. 'FOLWWiijG_ JTEMS WE:RE 

RECOVERED:: rvttSCELLANEQUS_ DEB:RIS,- CARPE~~- ·,'I'WQ ,(2: ) ·Pl).SSENGER. 

SEATS,· THREE: ,(3) ARM: :RESTS·,. ONE. (l), ,WNG_ ·CY'LINDER,_ ONE- (1)· 

.FUEL PROBE-,. ONE_ (l)_ FUEL_ PIPE•,_. ONE_ (1) .FUEL FILTER SERIAL_ 

fHrSB802ll-s:,. ONE: I'IPE: SE:RIAL. #69B4_1Q76, ONE. (1) SEVEN:, (7): :E-"bOt 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



•• 

-P.AGE_ }'OUR_ DE: FBIN'{ 0006: -UNCtAs: 

.SECTION- Of' WING_ STRUT SERIAL_ #ErsB06.76_11,.- ANO ONE_ ,(1) E-'OUR_ (4) 

FOOt SECTION~ Of' ,W-ING STRUT:: ·wT 2: CONSIS'I':S: OF A_ SMALL_ "t>IEcE: 

OF INSULATION~, RECOVEREP At ·JONES: BEACH: FIELP six: (6) .ANP ·wAs: 

DELIVEREP -Bt- THE- -NEW -YORK STATS I>OLICE.: 

-METALLURGICAL ANP CHEMICAL_ EXAMINAtION Of' ALL_ DEBRIS_ SE'I' 

AS-IDE: ARE_ ONGOING.: 

-III•: tTEM:S: OF LEAP VALUE:: 

. ON SEPTEMBER_ 22·,- -i9Q6-,- ot THE. NISCELLANEous: DEBRIS,- ONE: 

(l) PIECE" Of' METAL_ ·wAs: BELIEVEP TQ ,BE AN: ENGINE: PARt SHOWING 

TWISTING_ DAMAGE: THOUGH'!' TQ BE: UNIQUE. ■: SUBSEQ:tJENt EVALUATION: 

Bt· -~'I'sB: ANP FBI HQ 'BOMB TECH: ELIMtNATEP SAME_ As: ~ELEVANt At 

THt:S_ TIME:.: 

'IV--: ITEMS: TQ 'BE SENt TO THE: LAB:: 

-NONE A'I' THt:S: TIME.: 

v-.: ,!>ENDING. DELIVERIES: :FROM- RECOVER'{ EFFOR't:: 

DIVE/SALVAGE: OPERA'I'ION$ ME: I~- FULL SW-ING.: -TWQ (2~ NETS: 

CONSISTtNG_ Of' SMALL_ -DEBRIS: ARE_ EXI>ECTEP TQ ARRIVE: Bt· 

-HELICOPTER __ ".At GRUMMAN: .At ·s: :_OQ I>" .}f.: SOME: CONTENTS: ME BELIEVEP 

-TQ BE_ PARTS: Of' THE_ .FUEL SY:S'I'EM: :INCLUDI~G_, P'QM~ (s): ANP' P~OBE (S) -: 

Vt.: ADMINfSTRAtIVE-:: 

' 1 

b6 
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PAGE: FIVE_ -DE_ FBIN'{ ooo~: UNCLAS_ 

Op' .NTSB,- us: NAVY-, FAA, AND, AT'f' RELEVAN'I'. -TQ THE: MEDIA'. D!SCOVER't 

THA'I'. A_ TRAINING EXERCts·a· WITH: VARIOUS~ EXI>LOSIVES ·wl\.S_ CONDUCTED. 

Otf THE- AIRCRAF'I'. FIVE- ( 5). WEEKS: BEFORE: THE- EXPLOSION: OF" 'I'.WA_ 

FLIGH'I' 800, WHICH_ ~•{ -BE .THE. CAUSE: .FOR. -THE_ ~OSITIVE: CHEMICAL 

RE·s·IDUE: RESULTS.-

B'I'. 

#000~: 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



., ~~· • ' I It 

,,. L 1 • • 003Q MRI_ 01669 

OQ Plt AFO FBIWt ALO CASE_3_ .FBIN'S.' 

DE .FBI}n' #0014 2641_9s-s: 

Z~R UUUO'U 

Q 201943Z SEP ~6 

.FM: .FBX: NEW YO&l( (26-SA-N'S.'-2_59028-A) (P). (l-46) 

·To ·or)~ECTOR .1-'BI/I~EDIATE/ 

ALL: .FBI }"!ELD OFF.ICES/lMMEDIA'I'_E/ 

~LL_ :tEGA'I'_S/IMMEDIA'I'E/ 

Bt 

I tmt~s 

CITE: / /35·40/ / 

:I>As:s: :_ ·F:slHO_ ·Fo:& ssA I.....__ _____ ..... 

SUBJE·C'I'·:- UNSUB (S); .EXI>LOStQ~ OF 'I'Wb FLIGH'.I' 8_00; JUI/{ 1_7·, 

1_996·; AOt-X'I'.-EID; 00 :NX. 

'I'.HE- FOLLOWING ~EJ)&ESENTS A_ S'QMMMJ OF AC'I':IVIT~Y- :I>E&'I'AI~ING 

TO SEPTEMBER 20, 1_996:. 

2\.S OF. 3 :bQ P.M_. Q~ SE.I>TEMBE&. 20, ).996·, .THE: SUFFOLK COUNT,\' 

MEDICAL E~lNER' S OFF.ICE: -~E:PO&'.tS :-

TOTJ\.L_ VIC'I'..IMS ~ECOVERED: 213 

b6 
b7C 

~ ,,...._,, 
<c::> 

.re.. 
.le 
O> 
•-u, 
:::c -(((a) 
<Xt17) 
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PAG~O:loE: l'B~m: QH4_ "UNL 

# TOTAL POS.ITIVE ·IDS:: 

TOTAL POSITIVE IDS. WITH: 

FAJ,fILY.. NOTIFICA'I'ION':- 212 

., 

BOAt OPERATIONS_ EES'QMEP o:tr SEPTEMBER '20 '· 199~- ·= .NYPD' r: 
.HAVE RETURNEP TO :EA.St MOR!CHE·s~ ANP ·Is: OPERATIONAL.: NYI'P r1: 
·HAS_ ·NoT· RETURNEP .FEO?{ .NEW YORK ASSIGNMENT-.: EVIDENCE: WAS 

:TRANSI>ORTE:Q gy_· .MIKE BOA'!" ANP .RECEIVEP AT SHINNECOCK ON' 

SE.I>TEMBEl( .i9,- -i9Q6-.: AS ot 12:QO I>.?-1-.: TOD.A'S( .THE: GRAPI>LE.· ANQ: 

TEENTON: EEI>OE"t WRECKAGE,· WHICH: ·wILL BE_ 'I'.RANSPOE'I'ED 'I'Q 

,SHINNECOCK ON: THE: AFTERNOON- Or{ SEPTEMBER. 20,. "i.9~~- -: DIV.ING_ 

OPERATIONS: ·HAvE: 'ALSt> RESUMED.: 

GRPMMMt,- LONG.· ISLAND .EVIDENCE: CONTROL. CENTER_ OPERATION. 

, REPORTED:: 

·:z:.: RECE.II>t 0~ AIRCRAFT ·wRECKAGE/EV!DENCE :: 

FOR_ THE DATE: 01:° SEI>TE?-1BEl( .l.9 ,· 1996:,: ONE ·(l), "LO'I'." Or{ 

WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE WA$ RECEIVED.: I'I'.. CONSIST_ED Or{ 'I'WO 

TRUCKLOADS_ FRO?{ SHINNECOCK.- AMONG THE.SE: ·ITEMS: .WERE: FUSELAGE: 

I>OE'I'IONS (. A. 'WING .• POE'I'.ION',· A. }'UEL. PROBE: ~I), I>IEcE·s 'FRQM: THE 

CENTER .• FUEL. TANK.: 

·rr •: ITEMS.' Or{ INTEREST:: 

THE: PORTION: F:ROM: .THE CENTER. ·wING TAAK IS .FR0?-1: SI>Ai{ WlsE: 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



BEA?{ #i-,- JUST :LEE'."I'. bt THE: .CENTER_ LINE ■: -I'I'. -IS APPROXIMATEL"{ .4_,· 

X 3/ •: I 1:t DOES: Nbt HA.VE: :A._ GREAt DEAL_ ot APPARENt CHARRING OR_ 

DAMAGE.: THE -FUEL_ I'ROBE- _APPEARS. TQ BE: FROM: .Af{ OUTER_ ·wI~G ;AREA_.: 

METALLUE.GICAL_ AND, CHE.?v'IICAL -EXAMlNATibNs· · OF ALt DEBRtS. SE't 

AS.IDE ARE: ONGOING. 

·rI t ■: ·rTEMs· ot .LEAD, VALUE.:: 

NONE: NEW"·= 

:I'Q' •: ITEMS: TQ -BE_ SEN'I'. TQ THE. LAB.:: 

!TEM: #2~. ·-: A'. BLACl( -BACKPACK,- AND, --ITEM: #4. -= _A_'T~: BAG,- ARE. 

BEING RE_-SUBMI'I'TEP TQ THE_ '.L~ .. -FOR SCANNING ELECTRON: .MICROSCOPE: 

.EXAffINATibN: (SEM~ ■: 

BOTH: bt THESE -HAVE: .-BEEN: I>REVIbUSL"{ ~EXAMINED, _A'I'. -THE: LAB: 

.}'OR~ CHEMICAL :RESIDUE- ONL"{,- AND, RETURNEP ·TQ GRQMMAtf.: SSA. 

_____ IHAS DIRECTED -THA'I'.. 'I'HEX. BE: SENt BACl( DQW?{'FOR. 'I'HE: SEM·■: 

V •: ADMINIS'I'RATIVE. :: 
l 

THE: OVEI{-PRESS.UR!ZATION. ,PRESENTATION 'BY:. ·:BOEING I's 

SCHEDULED TQ ,BE GIVE~: TQ THE_' -NEft YORI( DIVISION: ON: SEPTEMBE:g_, 

27,_· 1996:, A'I'. i:~◊- P._M:.-,_- 'IN: !fHE ADIC:'S: CONFERENCE: ROO.?v'I •. : 

'NTSa HAS'REQ~ESTEP 'I'.HA'I'. 1HE: BO.?v'Ia 1ECHS AND, EXPLOSIVES 

EXAMINERS. ASSIST- IN: A. PROJEC':t ASSESSING AL4 -FUEL 'PI{)lNG 

b6 
b7C 
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, PAGB.;110W:'0E F!!IID' 0014 ll>AS 

' • \ 

RECEIVED TQ -DATE- FOl( EVIDENCE: -Ot -ELECTRICAL_ ARCING-: 

SSA ..... l ______ rRETURNED·TQ WASHtNGTON- ANP is: EXPECTEP 

ssA_ .... I ___ IHAs LEtt ~OR TRIA~.TESTIMON'{ANP 1s·ExPECTEP 

SSA .... I ____ ....,I IS, EXPECTEP BACK AT_ GRUMMAN' SATURDA'{,. 

SEPTEMBER. 2i, -199~:-: 

UN!'t cHtEt .... I ____ ..... 1-1s_ EXPECTEP -IN THE:· ~m{ YORI( 

DIVISION~ ~OR. THE: BOEING_ BRIEFING_ Off SEPTEMBER_ 27 ,· 199~- •: 

B'I'. 

·#00:14_ 

b6 
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\ 

FEDE~AL ,BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence:: .-IMMEDIATE_ 

To:_ WMf"Q Attn::_ 

From:: New· York 
~TTF/l-46: 
Contact:: SA.I,___ ______ _, 

Ap:E?roved By·:_ ..... I ____ ___.~~il}--

Drafted_ By:: ~-c·~-

case ID #:: 2(rSl\_-trx:=-2s·902s: (Iien:din~)­

Ti tle :: UNSUB; (S) ( 
.-EXPLOSIO:t{ 'Qt TWl\_ FLIGH'r ~n~o· ;" 
JUL'{ '1_7-,: l~Q6·;-
AO'r--l•t- E'It>, 

(2·12) 38_4_-8276-

~~G 
Sb -

• 

10/i6/1Q96: 

t 

Synopsis::, :Lead_ to: locate~ and_ interview· ·next: of· kin_ ·and/ox::: oth,ex::: 
:r·elations: of: TWA_ -Fli~ht: &OQ Victims:·= 

Administrative:: New· York r·equest·s: that: if: additional victims.' 
family· members: and/ox::: ·relations. ,need_ tQ :be~ inte~rviewea,. that: 'the. 
interviewing· Field offices_ set: forth_ any· ·appropriate: leads: ·as. 
·nece·s·sar:{ arid_ advise: New· York ·acc·ordin~lJ'•: • • 

All_ interview:ee·s: ·ar·e: tO: :be~ cqnt"acted_ telephonically· 
·in_ ordex::: t◊ set: ·ul? ,,a time~ ·and_ )?lace: .£"ox::· the: intervie_~,-.~ • 

Enclosures:: I>·acket·s· cont'aining· -information:_ on:_ TWA. Ec'l_ight: 8QO 
·victims:,: one~ set: of: photograph's of an~ uni~ent_i_fled~_ t·an:_, bag·,- ·a:nd: ·a:_ 
coI?t· of_ interview· q~estioris: f<~x::: victims' _f_amilie·s/fx::ien:_ds· ·= 

Details:: ·En~£lqsed~ foi::: your: ·oi_vis~on: ___ ar·e: i_nterviewin~- pa~ket·s•·_ . _ 
cont·aining· th:e:. neces·sarf record_ checks ·and que·stions: tQ be: asked_ 
wh,en~ inteiviewing· the: ·victims' families_ ·and/ox::: othex::· relations: ■: 
·The·~e~ Ye9or-a;_ checks: were: ·p~x::form:ed_ on_ the~ _victims: only·.:_ "!t: _is: __ 
within:_ the: disc:r·etion~ of_ the:. 'int:erviewing· l\gen.t: t_Q c·onduct: rec·ord_ 
checks_ f'ox::: the: ·victims_•: fami:Xy· member·s: ·and/ox::: other: .relations··= 

b6 
b7C 

,New·. Yoik is: ·reminding· ·all off1c·e·s: of the. ae:licacy· ·in:_ 
whi_~~ ·s·om·e~ of thes·e~ questions. -rieed_ xo be~ ·asked~ ·a~: these: q:uestion:s: 
c·ould_ t::i;iggex::: very· stx:·ong· emotion:a_l_ or-e·spons·es ·= 'I'he·se~ •inte,;view~ 
are~ t·q ':be~ conduc_ted Jn~ ·a_ 'nqn_-advers·ax::ial_ manner: with_ the victim·si 
fami)y,· --member·s: and/oxt oth,ex::= r·elations: feeling· .-as though_ they· are: 
·aiding· ,in:_ the: .investigation:, •n¢t: as: -a_ t-arget: ·of~ it•: New· York: is 
th¢reoy· leav_in~· the: pnrasin~- ·o_( thes·e. questions: up to: the~ J(., 5 A -IJ'{-" S'f02.~ 
exI?ertise~ of __ t}?::e~_ in~e:t:v_~e~ing· l).~e:t:1t: ·and_ as·sumes. that: thes·e" _ __ • 
._inte,;views: wil_l_ 'be~ handled_ with: the: ut·m:ost: conside-ration_f.ar-a.1..1..----, 
P·arties· -involved.- ----w.RC1-1EO•--. 
- - • - , $ER\ALIZEO-- ----- b6 

b7C 

OCT 2 1 1996 
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.. i • ·To ·V'lMEi'O trom:: ·New ,York: 
Re 26-SA_-:N·{-259028 ,- ·10/16/19.96: 

-Also: enclos·ed_ fot:· _field, Or"fice~ ·are~ photographs: of: a_ ·t·a:n:_ 
'bag· found_ ·amongst: 'the: -wr·eckag·e. of TWA. ·I-"1ight: soo by- ·u ~ s· -: Navy 
diver:s· -: The~ ba~j" is: labeled_ as 'ltem #4_ f·rom_ 1Bl2, evidence~ c·ont·r·ol 
#E119iQQS:-: ,'I'hiS: bag· ma::{ possibly· ha:ve: been:_ a: .ca:rry:..on~ 'ba~t f_rom 
one~ of: the~ victims:.; 'I'he: bag· has: • n<>, •checked_ bag· t·ag" ot:: ·name: 
Jdentif ication:_ ·at:f ixed_ t"Q it··= ln:_ addition:,- 'the~' bag·.· doe·s_ not. 
appea:x::: on:_ the~ c·a:rgq ·manifest: ·a:na:_ is: ·of:: .·a: size~ consistent: with~ ·a: 
c·a:rry·-on:_ tYI?e: bag:.; 

Th~ bag· ha$ sustained shredding· typ~ damag~ that: may :b~ 
·consis_tent: with_ being· neat:: the: initiation_ of_ the: e_vent: that: -
c·aus·ed the. ·air·cr·aft: t°Q come: apat:t.: Th_e: approximat·e_ loc·ation:_ of 
the~ ,bag· wiJ1_ assist: in~ accurat·ely· ,determining the: location:_. of: ·the: 
initial_ event· ■: The. bag· has: tested -n_egative: tot:: explosive~ r·esiaue,_ 
however·,- 'it: does: n_ot: rule: out·_ the~ possibility· tha~ it: may· .nave: 
sust·ained_ ex!?l.osi ve~ damag:e· -: • • -• 

The: time: of: displaying· the~ ·photogx:·aph_ of the: :bag· te>, th_e: 
yictims.' family· mem:ber·s. and/ ot:· othe·t:: r·el_ations:· is: left: t·Q the: 
dis·cretion:_ of_ the: int·et:viewing: Ag:ent:.: 

}'ot:: information:_ of:: the~ interviewing· bgent· ,- displaying· 
the_ photograph of the~ shrea:ded_ t·an:_ bag· may· ·sugges_t: that~ ·an:_ - -
e:xpl6si_ve: ·aevice: was_ contained inside~ "the: bag·.; ·Ther·efor·e, th_e~ 
:;gent: should_ ·advise: t_he~ int·erviewee: ,that: the~ bag· was_ -in:_ clos·~ 
proximity· to: ·an:_ explosion:,- .. ·an:d_ that: ·an~ explosi_ve~ device: was_ ;not: 
cont·ained_ in:_ the~ bag:·. -

'lnvestigation_ ~a:$ ,dete~mined_ that: a: _ _fuel_ ·explosion:_ 
oc·curr·ed_ in_ the c·ente·t:: ·ftfel_ tank: of: ·the_ Victim ait:·craf t:.: 

, Xnvesti_gator·s: continu·e~ t·o: evaluate: the~ wreckage_ t·o: determin_e: th:e~ 
c·a~s:e~ of_ that: explosi_(?li,: whet_het:: it: ~s: ·a:, :re~ult: _of a_ mechanical 
malfunct_ion:_ ot:" -:an_ ex!?losi ve~ device~ aboard · the~ !?lane: .. 

'I'he~ i_den_tiE_ication_ and_ match_ of:: the: bag· to it$ owner·,­
·and_ the: plac·emen.t: of: ·the~ bag· ·aboard_ the: airc_raft·,- may· help 
f·acilitate. a:_ r·esolution:_ to: this_ unanswered_ q~est!on: ■: • • 

_ _ _ A_ list: 9f ·pers·on: (s): to; be~ int~rviewed_ ·and __ th~: , 
r·elationship te>, the_ victim(s)·(if_ ·available)_ ar·e_ ·as: .fol.lows:: 

tddress_:....__....,.... ....... ------,.-----___. 
Teleph<m~ Number: 
'Victim: David HaITY,'-;TO-g-_an-.--.... 

2. 

b6 , 
b7C 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 
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I. 

• -Tq:: WM~Q trom~ Ne~.f York 
'~e~ 26-Sb,_-i-J•{-25~028,: .1O/i6/iQ~6: 

I I 
Addres-s-:IL-,-,,.......,,......-r------,. _____ ...JI 

Telephone Number:!..__ _____ ..... 
Victims·: -Efeanor Johnso~ and leonard JQhnson I ___ _ 

b6 
b7C 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 
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PAGE_ TW◊- DE FBINX OOlS UNCLA.S 

-TO'I'AL_ POSl'I'lVE lDs· :-

·ToT~L_ PbSI'I'IVE_ -lDS WI'I'H_ 

-I-'Af.fl:G•t Nbtl:Ei'ICATION:: 212_ 

AT 'I'HE -PRE-SENT TIME, THE GAAPPtE tS: MOORED IN RECOVERX 

AREA_ ONE AND_ 'I'HE '!'RENTON- ~S RE.PLACED THE OAK H:l:GL. -THE 

MMION SEA_ HAS_ -RE-PLACED 'I'HE PlROUE'I:TE. lN CONDUCT-t?iG SIDE 

SCAfffl'ING SONAR_ bI>EAATIONS. 

GRUMMAtl, LONG_ ISLAND EVtDENCE: CONT~QL CENTE:E~ OPE~TION 

REPOR'I'ED :-

l ._ -RECE-lI>t Of ~I:RCAAF't WRECKbGE/EVtDENCE :: 

THE. FOLLOWtNG lTEMs· OF AlRCMn WRECKAGE/EVI:DENCE: WERE: 

RECE-IVE:Q A'I'- 'I'HE_ GRUMMAN COMMA.NP pos:T·:-

FQR TUE P~'I'E: Of sE:P'I'EMBER :i6-, :1996:, A TOT:.;L Of 4_ 1':LP'I'S!' 

bf' WRECKAGE/EVlDENCE: WERE: RECEIVED. 

TWO WERE_ -'I'RUCKLQ~S l:~Qff SH:tNNECOCK. ~ditG THE-SE lTE~:S-

WERE_ FUSEQ.GE: AND WING_ I>OR'I'tQits·. 

O'I'HE.R 'LOTS_ WERE I_'I'_EMS WHICH: HAD WASHED UI> ON- x:.oc:.;t 

-BEACHE_S. 

:tt ._ -tTEM:S bf' lNTERE-S'I':: 

I'I' H:.;s_ BE-EN -DECIDED 'I'H:.;T- ~- -'I'EMPOM.RX H:.;LT WtX:.L_ BE_ MADE: 'I'O 

'I'HE SWABBING_ OF '!'.HE_ CENTEif FUEL_ T~~- UNT-tL ADDlTt~N~L_ 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



006-4 Mgr_ 0194_~ 

O◊, .-Pl2_ 'AFQ -FBI~tQ ALO: CbSEJ: :FBI:W.( 

'DE_ FBIN'{ #0.02s: 2·122_10·1_ 

ZN8_ ·UUU1JU-

o ·302os9z JUL 96_= 

.FM_ .FBX: ~EW' Y08K: (26:sA-~';(-259028) (P) (I-46) 

'I'Q ·otRECT08 -FBI/I~EDI:.;TE/ 

.--:J\µ4 -FBI FIEI,!5 OFFICES/IMMEDIATE/ 

AL~:LEtbTS/IMMEDIA'I'.E/ 

B'I' 

·UNCLAs:· 

SECTIO~- ONE_ ot TWQ SECTlONs: 

CI,.,E:: / /3540// 

I>~SS:: -FBIHQ. ·FoI{ SIOC. 

SUBJECT·:: UN${$ (S); EXI>LOSIO~-- bt 'I'Wi_ -F~IGH'I'.- 800; JQLY:- -17, 

1_996.{ ,:.;or-l't--EIDr OQ:NY". 
I 

THE_ :FOLLOWING_ 8EPRESE~'I'S A. S_UMMl\RY. AS lr.t ·I>ERTbINS_ TO: ;.;uLx· 

2$i, ).996_: ■: 

-'QN_I'I'.ED S'I'~'I'E·s: :.;noRNEt ZACHAR'{ CbR'I'E8, EASTERN- -DISTRICT. 

0:t NEW YORI( (ED~Y), ::sROOK:GtN·, ijY, -I~- CON;J'WCT"!QN- WI:'I'H: NYO, ·ARE 

,I 

' 
' ' 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



,, 

'WERE-, HOWEVER,_- ·ABLE: TQ--TAKE:·.~PHOTOS. OE'.' sor.'.IE: ot -THE AREAS_ ot 
~N'rE~rn-sT·-: "IT :rs_ ,-NOTEP· ALSQ. THAT THE- .PRQPER_ TER?{·}'OI{ 1'HE AREA_ . 

IM?'1EDIATEL"{: .IN?FROij':t OF_- THE: 'CENTER. }'UBL ~ANI( :is THE ·-WATER, TAf-lI( 

AND Nbt THE_ DR".{ .BAY.: !I'HlS_ TERM:. ·,is· .A_ HOLP-QVER_ ot -'I'.HE_ D~YS, 

WHEN- 'EARLY: ,MODELS :~ . ENGINEs:· ·wiTH: WAT?!{ 'INJECTION·-: 

...._ ____ .... l·oF ·I>RAtt ~:o ·wHITNEY-,- ;WORKING oN: THE: 

I>OWERI>LANTS .. GROUP,- REI>9R'I'EP THAt THE'l. Now· -HAV:E :REbSON: TQ 

BELIEVE THA':t ALL_ ·F_OUR~ ENGINES: HAVE_ BEEff .LOCATED-.: 

,.___ ________ ...... 1-NTSB,· WO:&KI~G_ ~WI_T_l{-THE_ 'MEDICAL 

·EXM{INER! s: .GROUP·,. ~VISEP THAT- THE: ;BOD"{ COUNt :&EMAIN$ 'AT ·19_7 ,­

WITH:·twQ REQ:t]IRING. tDENT-ItitATioN·■: ,-HE- -NOTED -THA':t SINCE .THE: 

-MEDICAL EXAMiijER' s. OFE'.'ICE: ·Ms: OTHER. 'WORK .·To -HANDLE,- THE_ 'OUTI>UT_­

. FRO?{ HIS: GROU~ I-,12).·{ sww· DOWN- SLIGH'I'LY--: HE' W_ILL_ -BE: WORKING_ 

-WITH: 'I'.WQ OTHER .DOCTORS,.- -BOTH: O:Ei '.I'HE F_M,- AND ·w:ILL_ -NOT :AFFECT: 

THE ;IDENTIT"{- P;&OCESS\ 

LCDR ..... l _________ ____.lot -NAVAL SALVAGE,: .ADVtSEP 

'I'HAt OTHER_ THAf{ THE_' OijS EijCUNE-,_ k'IOSt OF ~HE: -DEBRIS: -RE-COVE:&EP 

-Bt 

:#QOQ3_ 

NNNN: 

b6 . 
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NEW. JERSE'{, ~ROVIDEP :'I'HE .INFORMATION. tm.T 'I'HE PARTICU~. TAPE$. 

SHOWING E'LIGH'I'. 800 ARE_ "lit 'I'HE. POSSESSION OF. THE: NWS: N:A'I'IONAL 

CL.IMATIC. DATA_ CENTER,· NASHVILLE·, NO&TH: CAROLIN:A, (704) 27i-: 

4800 ._ coNT:ACT wITH: THAt ·F:Ac·1Lr1-s.,- ·nETE~tNE:P 'I'HA'I'.I....._ ___ ..... 

....._ _ __.I (704) 211_-4806, EXT-.: D ·Is. A SATELLITE: SPECI:ALtst WHO 

CAN 'REVlEw· 'I'HE TAPES AND, ·p:aoVIDE: ,AA•{ &ELEVANt ·xNFORMbTION-.. :r~t 

HAS: 'ALSO ·BEEN. DETE&M.INED Tm.'I'· .... 1 ______ ___.I (704) .'27l-4800·, 

'.EX'I'. •. D :rs. i .. RADAR SPE.Cl:AL:XSt WHO, CAN. PERE'Qru{ :'I'HE: 'SAME_ 

SE&VIcE· &EGARDING_ HlS ·FtELD . 

• 'I'Q Al:Q 'I'HE.SE .INDIVIDUALS: :1N THE.lR. wo:aK, '!'.HE: TIME 1-:RAME. 

THA'I'.. IS Of :rNTE&E·s·'t ·xN THI.s: ·r-m,TTER ·rs. 7: 0Q .-~--M-· TO 10·: 00 ~-.M:: 

(EST) ON. JUL'{ 1_7'., 1_996:. TWA. "FL_IGH'I' aoo: W:A~{ :ust OBSE&VEP :Al'. 

oo :31_: oa ·zuttr Ju:G·t :1a,. 1996, ( 8- =·3i: 09, "p. M .. o-uL-S( 11,- ·1996 > , 

40. 38' •. 15:it r;;A'I'tTUDE·, ·72 ._41. 2_ow· LON~HTUDE·, AL'I'ITUDE ).j·, 700 "FEET· .. 

·E'BI cHAALO'I'.'I'.E_ HAS: BEEN- T:AS_KE:P ·'I'o PHtSrc.A::GLY: :IN'I'.E&VX:Ew D 
LJ:A.No I ~:o ··&EQ:UEst· ·THEM: 'I'Q PE&E'oRM: AN- AAA:Gts·rs 

or THE. D:ATA T:APES .• FOR_ RELEVAN'I' INFORMA'I'IQN •. FBI: CHA&LO'I'1I'.E. ·xs 

.REQUES'I'.EP :ro OB'I'.bIN. co~IE"S Of 'I'HbsE· '.I'APE·s: AND' .FQ&WA&D, THEM. TQ 

'.FBI NEW YORK.: 

b6 : 
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-DE_ FBINY' 002a UNCLAS 

NEW' YORK. VI'fl.. THE_ :XNTERNE'I'. HO'I'L_INS AND 'STATED SHE_ HAD OBSERVED 

THE_ EXI>LOSION- OF FLIGH'I' 800 WHlLE: SbILING_ HER:,BOA'I'. ·To :BLOCK 

HEARD THS SUBSEQ:UEN'r .-EXPLOSIONS. ( ONE: t;,AAGS ANO HJGH·, THE OTHER 

SMAtLER, .FURTHER NOE'I'H:, MP t,OWEE) .: S_HE 'DID Nb'I' SEE: AN":( ·UPWARD 

k'IOVING VAPOR. TRAILS._ 

______ IG'AVE_ HER TELEPHONE: NPMBER_ :.;s: .... 1 _____ __ 

(WORK) ANO I....._ ____ ___.I 

-FBI: B~L'I'Ir{O~E HAS BEEN -'I'AS~ED TQ lN'I'ERV!EW" .... I-----­
ABOUT" .HER OBS-ERV'fl..TIONS. ANO· TQ ADVISE NYC. 

.NYQ IS INS.TITUTlNG_ 'A. DET:.;IL ClWV'As·s: b:Ei MAAINAS, :IN" QUEENS' 

NY f )3ROOKtY?f, N'.( ANO S'I'A'I'EN- .-ISLAND,- Nt· FOR. Mt· AB'ANDONEP 

CAAns·, UNUSUAL_ 'fl..CTIVIT"{, BOA'rtNG_ VESSELS REPORTED STOtEN, 

E'I'C. 'fl..DDI~IONAL. 'INQUI~IES. -INTO COMMERCI'fl..L ":EiIS_HING. AREAS_ 'I'Q 

DE'I'ERk'!INE UNUSUAL_ 'fl..CT_IVI.Tt OBSERVED (SINCE- ~U:GY 1, :1_9_96) 'I'Q 

.INCLUDE_ ~ECENT. CASH: PUR~H'fl..sE·s •. 

AL'A'I'. A'I'HENS. WVISEO ITTQ TH'fl..'I' THE lQQ BOSNIAN' ·PEOI>LE ON 

BOARD· 'I'HE. TWA_ :FLIGH'.I'. _f'~pr,f ATHENS_ 'I'O JFKtA (JU:G't i7·, ·199,G) W:E~E 

:BEING --F'QLL"{ ·rDENT-!FlED-: -RECORDS WERE_ --BE-ING OBTbINED ·FROM 'I'W'A. 

RE 'I'HE.SE_· I>EOI>LE :.;Np ALSQ tN· ~OME :FRO?{ 'I'HE_ -INS. -Bt· -:GEG~'I'- RQME" 

~HERE WERE SEVERAL. GREEI( SEAMEN ON BO'/l..RP AND 'I'Q DATE bLL 
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" 

1:1_ DE.''E'BINY'. 0028 1UNCLAS, 

~BU'I'. ONE. ·HAS BEEN. V~RIFIED As· ·WORKING· FOR: A .. PARTICULAR ''AGENCit 

.)\NP -:BEING·,:LEGITIMATEt.t,oN·. -THE 'FLIGH'I' .. 

'ALI:. '.OT~~R'.:-GREEK: CI-TIZENS THAt WERE ON·- TWA· :F~IGHT··,asi ARE 

BEING .• LOCATED TQ' BE 'INTERVIEWED ■: 
I I 

. APPROXIMATEL":( 6·5:. 'I'WA_ PERSONNEL ·HAvE··BEEN INTERVIEWED iWITR 

.. NQ'• INFORMATION: ot s·IGNIF);CANCE BEING. DEVELOPED.: 

CRIMINAt. 'CHECKS··RE ALL_ I'ASSENGERS: OF. TWA_,;FI.iIGHt 88l ARE: 

BEING .. CONDUCTED,· ,HOWEVER,- ·IN~ MAN":( .IN:STANtE·s: MORE' DE:SC~II>TIVE: 

"INF'ORMAT_IoN· IS NEEDEP .E'OR. lj. THOROUGH SEARCH:.: IR THESE 

':INSTANCE·s. THE. ·1NFORMATION:·-NEEDED :·1:s: .BEING I>URSUED PRI$ARIL":( 

THROUGH: ,coNTACT WITH" THE' INDIVIDUALS. FAM"ILIB:S .· 

/ACCORDING. :TO 'I'WA OFFICIALS,· CATERING .. BEING-iLOADEP ONTO, 

THE. AIRCRAFt' .-IN; ATHENS.' ts: CAREFULLt· SCRUTINIZED B":( 'I'WA. 

EMPLOYEES .. 

/iNTERV.IEw·, 01'.' ONE: .TWA:,EMI>LOYEE: ,(NOT ·Ii'URTHER IDEijT1F'IED) 

, ADVISED· ,THAT .-APPROXIMATELY SIX 'MONTHS 'AGO HE OVERHEARD :SOME ' • . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

:FOO!) ... ~DLERS .. COMPLAINING 'I'HAT •. THEY :WERE: EXPE~IENCING. : P~OBLEf1S,1 

'WITH: .TWl'.\_ FLIGHTS OU'I'' 0~ ~Ftl°A.: _"HE. EXPLAINED 'I'Hl'.\t 'I'HEY:' WERE. 

CQMPLAINING. ABOU'r OBSERVING COCKROACHES: -~N' THE: E'OOD. CAA'I'S WHE:tt 

.THEY·,. 'IN,-FACT·, WERE:._sUPPOS~D. TQ BE SEALED;._ 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



•• • . DE. FBirnt 002a: UNCLAS, 
' 

A~'t CONCLUDED THA':t RES'QLTS OF ALL .INTERVIEWS: WERE: .BE.ING 

'UPLOADED, ANO HARD, COPIES SENt 'I'Q THE N'JO .-

THE: FOLLOWINQ INFQ~TION. WAS: REVIEWED gy· NA'I'IONAL. 

TRANSI>OR'I'~'I'ION_· S~FETt· ·aoARD, (NT_:SB) FOLLOW.ING SEVERAL_ DAY:S" OF" 

REVIEW" ot 'I'WA_ FI:,tGH':t :aoQ "RE·cogDING :: 

1 .. REVIEWED FOLLOWINQ RE-CORDING$ _Fog_ COlV.II>~TIVE- ·vALUE.:: 

A.■: Aig_ :INDIA. ·aoE.INQ 747 RECORDING_ "EX:E>LOSIV'E "DEVIC~ 

(COPY) ._ 

·a·.: LOCKEgBIE: BOEING_ 74_1 RECORDINQ 'EXPLOSIVE: "DEVICE_ 

(ORIGINAL) ■: 

C:.: I>HlL-IP:E>INE:S: AIRLINES .BOEING: ·t~7-3_0Q FUEL_ 11.I:g: 

EXPLOS.ION (COI>Y) . 

D -: -UNITED: -BOEING_ 7 4 7 CAAqq ·ooog_ :S'I'RUCT'QML_ 

-FAILURE/DECO?--1I>RE:S.SION- ( CO:E>Y) ._ 

E .- AYIANCE: BOE-ING. 7·27 RECORDING. ·Ex~LOSIVE_ -DEVICE: ( COPY) .. 

2 ■: "REVIEWED: THE' :Fo:GLOWil.(G_ :t.ABoAATogx· .'I'ECHNICAL_ gEPOR':ts· :: 

A ■: .'I'RIDENt EXPLOS.ION .'I'RIALS: ON. en_ "RECORDINGS -: TH.IS: 

RE.I>Qg'I' CON:StSTED, OF ·ooc'Q?--1EN'I'lNG 'THE_ EFFECTS: OF VMIOU:S. ,~fIZES 

:Bt 

#002S: 

' :i" 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 
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0003~ ,MRI O00li_ 

OQ -:£>12_ AFQ -FBIW?-1FO ALO· CA.SEJ FBIN'S( 

DE FBii_r.{ #00Oi_ 2_10012& 

ZN~. UUutJ:(J 

Q 280049~ JUL 9~ 

,-Fr{ FBI: NEff YORI( (26~5A_-Nt~·.-2_59028) (P) (I_-46) 

TO DI~ECTOR_ FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

Ax;L FBI: FlELD ◊FftICES/IMMEDIATE/ 

~LL_ :LEGATS/IMMEDIA.T_E/ 

B_T-

{ro"CLAS: 

CITE:: //35:46// 

PASS:: S-I◊C-.: 

• 

SUBJECT:: -UNSUB (S) ; -EXPLOSIQ?l OE: 'I'W,;._ -FLIGHt 800; JUL''{ 17-, 

1996-;' AoT:-I'I'.-El:o;- OQ:N'l.: 

THE: 'FOLX:.ow:1rtQ -REI>RE-SEN'I'S. A_ SQMr1AR':{ As: l'I'.. PE~T~I_N:;s: ''I'Q JULt· 

27., 1996: ._ 

POR'I'~ION- OF '.!WA. __ FLIGHT_ 800 WA.s: 'I'AANSPOR'.I'ED. v1i_ B-URE~'Ct 

PLANE: AND ACCOMPA.NIED :B·t Wl·t CHlEt .... I _______ I -EX-PLOSIVE-s: 

troX:'I'. • 'I'◊ FBIHq .: 

I -

@r1t.~ 

A (!, -7,...._I ____, 
JUL28!900 

b6 
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)\~ALYS IS: ·lS:· 'BEING_. CONDUCTED :Ei'OR. -D~ERMINA'I'_ION. OF. 

'CHEMICAL/BOMB. _RES-I DUE.: .RESULTS . ARE_ -EXI>ECTED 'AS EARL".( As: JUL't 

·2a· ~- 19.9~: ·= 

'NTSB Is BRINGINQ ·1r{ ·Att 'EXPER'I'. FROr{:THfJ mfI'I'.ED KING:00?{ TQ. 

·no COMPARISONS: FROM: HIS.· LIBRAR"{ O:r{ BOr-lB .. ~ECORDINGS. ,.h.ND THE: 

.CQCKPit· :RECORDING. Or{ TWA_ SQO -: 

NYQ IS. -COORDINA'I'.ING WITH: .FBIHQ_ '(DIRECTOR 1 s: OFFICE), 'I'HE 

;u._s· ■: ATTOAAEt,-s: OFF.ICE;· EDNY·,-. AND SUE-"FOLK COUN'I'.Y'-MEDICAL 

.EXAMINE~.' s: ,.OFFICE: CQijCERNING ,.-NEX'I'. O:r{ ·KtN· .NOTIFICATION_·, ·As: 

' 
COVERED UNDER_ THE ·wtTNESS: . PRO'I'.ECTION ACT-.: 

_A_ SUMMAR"{ .ANALY:S-lS. •oij· FLIGHT DAT~. RECORDER_ ·oF 'I'WA_ :Ei'LIGH't 

SOQ IS BEING' PROVIDED.·BY:·· WMFO ■: 

-P~ELIMINAR".( FINDINGS: ALL_ :wAs· --~ORMAL. :UNTIL THE. "POWER ·wAs:. 

•CUI'. OFF .. : WNORMAL-I'I'.tffS, AND GLITCHES:: -IN_- SOME. DATA_ WERE: NOTED._ 

• 'I'.W◊ MALE:- BODIE·s: RECOVERED; ONE' ,'FEMALE:· BODY:' cor.iING. ·~·Irt" F:8,0r-l: 

•'SHI~- •MP :AN_ ADDITIONAL. 'BODY:' :we.A.TED .AND WI'LL_ BE·.~ECOVERED AS' 

s·ooij: AS_ :~·osSIBLE-.: 

' :As:.' OF' THis: ]~ATE':: 

TOTAL_ BODIES: .RECOVERED:= 145: 

pos·tTIVE' 10·, S :: ·139 

'VICTIM: :Ei'AMILIES_ NOTIF:IED:i ).3S: 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



' ,, 

• 
·HOTLINE: RECE-IVB:O 36" CALLS_ ANO 1202_ E:-MAtL MESS~Gss· VlA_ 

I~TERNET._ 

ADMINISTRATIVE-:: 

NYQ CLOSEL"!{ • COORDINATtoN· tNFOEMATibN- -FROM- 'FORWAAQ CO~P 

~I>OSt IN- MORICHEs·,- ~EW 'YORK AND CALVERTON-, NEW-- YORI( (EVIDENCE_ 

-RECOVERY)·•: 

A.DIC JAMES: K-: -KALLSTEOM-, NYQ ATTENDED f~ER.At_·o~ JANE'); 

CHRISTOI>HER -: ---------------
" B t 

#0001: 

_NNNN_-
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oooi ktRI 00397· 

~ 'p12: AFO, FBIWMFO .ALQ CASEt FBIN"{' 

'DE. -FBIN"{ #OOOt ·2240·22·i_ 

. ZNR_. 'OUUCJU 

Q, 101919Z_ ._AUG_ 96: 

°FM: FBI_ ':rrnw··yoR:K (26~:rA_-N':{-259028), •(P)· (l-46), 
'.I'Q DIRECTOR -FBI/IMMEDIATE/' • 

ALL_ -FB'I- -I''IELD OF:EiICE-~ED!ATE/ J 
,ALL LEGA.'I'S/IMMED!ATE/ 

Bt 

UNCLAs: 

.SECT:Io:t{ ONE. OF ·two SEC7'IONS 

ClTE-:: / /35.40/ / 

.-PAss·:: :HQ FOR'.''S-IOC.: 

• 

,SUBJEC'r':: ··UNSUBS;- EXI>~OSION .OE'.' TWA. -FLIGHt 800, JUL":( 17-, :1_996-;­

AO'I'.- I_'I'.--EID ;: 00 :: NY-: 

-RETELc:Atts:·ot ssA: .... I ______ INYO, T◊·-FBIHQ_ ~o 

BOSTON-, ·oA'I'ED AUGUSt 1◊~- 1996:.,._ 

THE: FOLLOWING '.REPRESEins: 'A_ SUMMA.RX. bt .'A.CT'I.VIT)( -PERTAI~tNG_ 

TO ,AUGUS'I'. lo,- 19~6: .. 

. As: OE'.'' ·3: oo· 'I?M: ON AUGUSt 10 '· :i99,6:,. ':£'.HE SUFl?OLl( COUN'I'.)( 

: I .I .. :.,: ... 

(!:{,:c3 

f,1', ":1 
/1 ) 
I 

th."tL .. J 

b6 
b7C 
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I lw • ~-

AUG -.1 • 2 1996 b6 
b7C 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



}1EDICAL· EXAMINER! S _OFl?t.cE: .-REPORTS_:: 

TOTAL, VICTirts: RECOVERED:: 1~7 

TO"I:AL_ ,POSITIVE- -IDS- { _lQS: 

'TOTAL POSI'I'IVE 1:0s: ·wITH: 

FA.MIL"{ -~O'I'X:FICATION\. 

·BODIES. RELE~SED:: 

19$ 

195 

•• 

THREE- TR'QCKLOADS bii -EVIDENCE_ AARIVEP SINCE: ·Mt:ONIGH't 

(AUGUS'I'- i 6, 19 9 6), AN~ . ARE: .I>RESEN'I'LX. BE-ING ANALYZED•: TH:IS_ 

INCLUDES. THE RECOVER'{ OF ONE ENGINE- (7-,'SQQ -POUNDS)- AND THE: 

ANTICIPATED ~RAISING" ·01? 'I"WQ ADDI'I:IONAL ENGINES -SHORTL"{-: 

RECE-II>'I'. bii 1AtRCRAf"r -WRE-CKAGE/EVIDENCE·::-

THE_ .E-"OLLQWIN<t ~I'I'EMs: Of AIRCRAF't ·wgECKAGE/EVIDENCE -WERE: 

:EECEIVED :AT_- 'I'HE: GR:UM.l'•lA?{ CO~D- ·pos'I' :: 

:Ei'OR_ THE- -DATE- Of .AUGUST 9 ,_: -1.996:,. ·A_ TOTAL Of '39 ".LPTS:11 Oii 

' WRECKAGE/EVI~E~CE:. WAS. RECEIVED.: A ' 1fLQ'I'" CJW'~' BE: CO~I>OSEP ·or ., 

-

0ANY:THING_ -FROM·. ONE: -I>.IECS :-RETRIEVEP :E-"RQ?{ A_ ·BEACH:- ~p.:DELI.VERED 

BY··:,;_ PA'I'ROL :CAR,· TQ A_.TR:UCKLOAD -"FRQ?{ SH_I~ECOC:K.: 

THREE Of -THESE ,LOTS :WERE: :rguCKLOADS. FROM: SHtNNECOCK -WHICH: 

AR~IVEP -AT_ QRUMMAf{ -~'I' APPROXIMATEL'{ Ji :_4s::PM--: THESE: CONTAINED 

THE: -NO-: i_ -ENGINE: .(WHICH~ WAs: RELATIVELY:-, INTACT),: CQWLING :-PAE'I'S-,-. 
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-- - - - •-I>AGE 'I'HREE_ DE_ FB IN'l O O O ~ tmCLAs: • 
-FUSEtAG:S I>IECE-S, A_ WING_ &UDDER AND A_ WING_ -I>IECE:._ 

'I'H:S O'I'HER ·3 6} t,oT:s: WERE: MlSCELLANEous: DEL_I_VERIE:s: OF I'I'EMS. 

WH'I cH: HAP W~SHEI> UP O?f ·wcAL -BEbCHE·s .. 

"Z:TEMS 01'.' INTEREST-:: 

NON:S NEW _-RECE:IVED ■: 

THE: HEA'V;( GbUGE -PIECE: o:et At~tmm_. bPPROXI~'I'EL''{ _18_" LONG_ 

A.NP 8!' WlDE, WHICH_ ~S_ THE_ CURLiijG, STRE'I'CHING_ MD "FING_ERI?{G_" 

DAAAGE_ (l\1EijT!'ONEP -IN bUGUSt 9· • S~"i") HAS. -BEEN. TEN'I'b'I'IVEL_''{ 

:IDEN'I'lFlE:P ·As: COMlNG_ -FROM A_ SPA!{ SUPPOR't ijEbR_ b. B~FE'LE: ·rij· -'I'HE 

·roRWAAP -FQEL_, CELL·- 'I'H.IS: ·Is: TH:S FQEL_ CELL WITH: 'I'H:S RESlDUE 

WHICH: "I's: B-ELIEVEP TQ ~VE EXPLODED.: 'I'HE_ -P~GE: HAS. BEEN: 

-IiRELIMINARtt•;( bSSES-SEP As: ~VIijG_ BEEN- CAUSED -BY: A FQEL_ AIR_ 

-EXPLOSION MP Not A_ Ht<m:· EXIiLOS-IVE. MBT~LLURGICAL: EXAl.\1IN~'I'IQ:N 

ts· S:TlLL_ -IN- :PROG&ESS ._ 

l'I'Er-5S_ bF -LE~ -VALUE-:: 

AS :I>ASSEijGER SEAtS. CON'I'INUETQ B:S-&ECQVERED, NONE HAVE 

i'E'I'. -BEEN_ FROl.\1_ ''I'HE: :FM. &IGH'I' S-ID:S OF ROWS 22_-25:._ 'I'8bSE- 1'.HAT­

Hl\VE: CQME :IN, 'FROM: ijEAA_ .THE-SE_ SEbTS, ~RE: :rtX:THER_ EX'I'EijSI_'VEL''{ 

B~EP -~D/OR_ DAMbGED.- 'I'HESE !!WO OBSERV~'I'.lbNS -ME FbCUSI~G_ 

:IijTBRES'I'. TO 'I'H:S RIGH'.t SIDE: OF ·Rows: ·2·1_-:2s .: :!HIS: EijTlRE: S_EC'tIQ:N 
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PAGE_ FOUR_'DE -FBINY: OOQ3. lJ?fCLAS • 

, '.E:i{COMPASSES: ~ows. 11~28 •: 

, :I_TEMs: TO .BE: ·SEN'I' TO 'LAS::, 

ALL_ ·EXTRACTS OBTAINEP 'FROl'{ :ACETONE: SWABBiijGS: 91: AIRCRAF't 

·PARTS:. ~D, .DEBRIS. ARE: BEI~G.' FORWARDED TO "THE: FBI: ~LABORATORY:. FOE .. 

. FURTHER'. TES'I'IijG .: 

,PENDING ,DELIVERIES·. FROM: 'RECOVEif'{ -RE-POR'I':: 

l't HAS: BEEN.·: RELAYEO' TO THE.' GRUMMAN.- COMMAND, POS'I' THA'I'. ONE_ 

;ADDITIONAL "ENGINE: ·rs· ,QN" ,THE: :DECK OE'.' THE GRASP ANP ANOTHER. ts: 

-RE.rill'{ 'TO BE_. RAISED, :FROM: '.THE: ·wA'I'ER .: 

'ADDITibNAL.-"REPORTs: • INDICATlt THAT ·oIVIijG_ -RECOVERY:- EF1:0R"I'$: 

TODA''{ ·wlLL_ 'BE: CENTERED IN: Tl;iE_ AREA. ·ot. A :DEBRIS F"IELD 

CONTAINING_ A_ :LARGE:· ·i\MOtm't ot S~LL_ AIRCRAl:'I'. PIECES-.· 

,)1.s: bl:" 12 : 0 Q '~OON.· '.TODA ·x:- (AUGUS'I' 10 '· 19 9 6 ), • (. A_ :N;... VY_ •• n·r,iIKE" 

BOA':t :FILLED, WITH: FOUR_ CbRGO -NETS 01: SMALL_ DEBRIS: Is: .Eij. ~ROUTS 

:To .THE_ Sii"INNECOCK CQAS'I' ·ouARI) -STA'I'IO~- ;FOR_ "UNLOADING~: 

·rt :1s: AATICIPATEP THA't ~ONSTRPC'I'.ION~ ot THE.'NECESSARY­

SCAl:l:OLDING. ·wILL. BEGJij_- THt$ COMtNG. :WEEK FOR. 'I'HE. PURI'OSE: ot 
, RECONSTRUC'I'ING_ 'I'HE. AIRCRAl:T .: 

ijTSB: (Nl\T-IONAL .'I'AANSPORTATioN· SbFETY. BOAAD): WP THE: 
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·suREl\'(t "JOIN';t':Gr· ANNOUNGEP· THERE: ·woULD, BE ·No ·roRMAL ·sRIE~IijG bN" 

SA.TORDA'',(, ~UGUST :1.·oTH: (TQ .RE-SUME, ON ·AUGUS't 1_1._TH)' ·•: 

SEARCH: OI>ERATION CONTINUES. TQ SCAN- :ANP "RE'I'RIEVE. WRECKAGE: 

THA'I'. REMAINS: SUBMERGED, }'OCUSING o:tt PIECE·s: 'I'HOUGH'I'. '.I'Q 'HAVE: 

08IGINb'I'EP FRO?{ THE: l?ORWARP CAROO "BbGs:, :To THE:. REAICEDGE_ or 'I'HE: 

-WINGS.: 

·QVER. A_ HA:Gr ·DOZE:tf EijGINEE8S: 1?80?{ SEA'I'TLE: -HEA.DQP'AR'I'ERS: OF 

-THE: BOE-ING_ COMPANY',: '.I'HE" PLWE"'·s: _MANUFbCTUEER( :ME: ASSISTINQ 

·FBI: _ANP N'I'SB: . PERSONNEL-: 

N'I'SB: ADVISEP '.I'HA'I' "THE: :tAr·-out or ·TH~ WING ·DEBRIS, "HAS, BEE:t{ 

COMPLETEP ON" 'I'HE: HANGAR_ FLOOR_.:, l'I'. ;IS, PLANNING_ ,oN: ·cx:.osE:Gt" 

.. EXAMINING THE: F!IRE:' DAMAGE: WP soot PATTERNS_ Q:t{ 'I'HESE: PtECEs·,-

1 IN"•,PARTICULAR_ THE: SEC'I'.ION: THA't '"HAS,, iUSELAGE: AND "PARt or· ;!HE_ 

CEN'tE:g_ FUEL_· T~K ATTACHED .. 

______ l:-NTSB,. .REPOR'I'ED ON: THE- BUILDING_ 01,:• 'I'HE­

SCAFFOLDiijQ FOR. THE: :MOCK-UP-.: SOME_ PAR'I'S- ME: BEING_ -SH-IPI>ED 

OVERNIGHt ,FOR: ·usa -bij" SbTURDAY·,- Wl'I'H: THE:: 8EMAiijiijG_ sT:gUCTURE: 

ARRIVING. Oij :fUESDAt" OR_ ·wEDNESDAx''.°-: TOTAL CQS'I'. :FOR_ THIS: s:4,,· ,gr· 

24,,- :Br· 12 ._s' SCAF:E-"OLDING_, ERECTED ·wILL :BE: $29, ooo··-: 

'.NTSB: l?URTHER_. ADVJ;SEP THb'I'.- }1EMBERS O:Ec"':HI_S: SYSTEMS G80U~ 

·wEN'I'. TQ JFK BUt ·wERE: 'UNABLE: 'I'Q GE't -:INTO A_ 1 Q Q ).v.10:0E_4 :7 4_7 .- 'I'HEt· 

b6 
b7C 
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.a. v _ -DE :F:aiw.( 002s: UNCLAS_ 

-FINALIZING A.," PLAN -FOR_ .THE. -·ANNotmtEMENT- OF·· THE., CRIMINAL 

i lWVES'I'IGATION: OF 'THE 1 CRASH: .. ot TWA_ FLIGH't ·$0Q'' .- THIS -wtLL BE' 

COORDINATEP ,WITH- -THE:, DEPARTMEN'I'. 0~ JUStICE 'ON 1 A:~HEADQU~TERS 

IiEVEL ,ON:; BEHALF OF -THE '<VICTIMS·._ 

-LEGA'I' PARIS FORWARDED -'I'◊ THE: NYQ ;DETAILS' R~GAADING_ \'!:HE' 

1 tDENTIFICA'I'.ION'-'Oii .-FRENCH_ :NATIONbLS~ ABObRP· TWA '800 .. : ·THIS_>HAS_ 

, BEEN COORDINATEP 'WITH: SUFFOLl( COUNTY. MEDICAL_ E~INER' S 

OFI-'ICE.: 

,INyo·; WITH: THE_ CONCURRENCE- OE-' FBIHQ ·LABORATORY·, •wi:L~ ·O_NLY. 

SUBMitTHA'I'. EVIDENGE,OBTAINEP R$ CAP'I'.lONEP~MATTER.A~ GRUMt-1AN' 

• (EVlDENCE: .RECOVf;RY" OPERATION)·, 1,0NG_ 'ISLAND,. "WHERE_ :posiTIVE 

RESU~T:S_ ~E INDICATED ,IN _BOTH: TE-S'I'ING PROCEDURE-S ._ 

- ·(CHEMICAt/BOMB: ,RESIDUE), .TO DATE,- ACCORDING_ 'TQ(FBI .LABORATORY·,. 

ALL l'ESTS '.F9R: EXPLOSIVE·s oN: I>ANELS_ WERE- ,NEGATIVE--: 

INVESTIGATION· INTO THE:· CAUSE- OF. T_HE_ EXI>LOSION-'AND C_RASR, 

OF :I'WA_ 'FL!GH'I'; ·SQQ HAS_ DETERMINED THAT 'THE :NATIONbL WEATHER_ 

tSERVICE- '(NWS) HAS .RADAR. tRECORDS ·(TAI>ES). SHOWiNG THE·'FLIGH'I'.: -OF 

.SUBJECT> AIRCRAFT:.. I't'·HAs:, 'ALSO, BEEN. -DETERM.INED l'HA'I'- ·NW:S_ . 

. SI>ECIALISTS_ CMf -ALSO PERFORM: .ANALYSIS· OEi THOSE TAPE·s _AND 

~ROVIDS RELEVANt INFORMA'I'ION·-: 

,___ _______ _____. ot 'I'HE NW:S 'FACILITY. AT- ?10UN'I'.·•,HoLLY-,-

I ' 

J 
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• • PAGE THREE DE FBINY 0002 UNCLAS EFT 0 

INDICATED THIS WAS NEGATIVE AND THAT FURTHER TESTS ARE TO BE 

CONDUCTED AT FBIHQ. 

FROM 3:00 PM JULY 22 THROUGH 6:00 A.M. JULY 23, 1996 TWO 

HUNDRED FORTY FIVE (245) CALLS WERE RECEIVED ON THE TOLL FREE 

NUMBER. INTERNET E-MAIL HAS SLOWED DOWN WITH AN APPROXIMATE 

TOTAL OF EIGHT HUNDRED (800) MESSAGES RECEIVED TO DATE. 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AT NEW YORK. 

BT 

, #0002 

NNNN 
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I PAGE • TWO DE FBINY 0001 UNCLAS • 
THE FBI LAB REPORTED ON 7/29/96, THAT A TEST OF THE 4 

PIECES OF FLOOR BOARD THAT WERE SHIPPED TO THE LAB ON 7/28/96, 

PROVIDED NEGATIVE RESULTS FOR BOMB RESIDUE. 

SPECIAL PROJECT PERSONNEL FROM FBIHQ ARRIVED IN NEW YORK 

ON INSTANT DATE, TO PREPARE MOCK-UPS OF THE PASSENGER SEATING, 

CARGO INVENTORY AND THE AIRCRAFT. 

AN INTERVIEW WAS CONDUCTED ON 7/29/96 OF AN INMATE AT MCC 

OF GREEK EXTRACTION, PURSUANT TO INFORMATION THAT THIS INMATE 

WAS DISCUSSING NOT FLYING ON AMERICAN AIRCRAFT, BASED ON INFO 

HE OVERHEARD AT THE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY. DURING THE 

INTERVIEW, HE ADMITTED TO FABRICATING THE ENTIRE STORY. 

SAC'S PICKARD, CANTAMESSA, AND SCHILIRO MET WITH ASACS 

AND SSA'S TO DISCUSS THE FLOW OF INFORMATION AND EXACT 

RESPONSIBILITIES AT EACH FBI VENUE. 

INFORMATION RECEIVED ON THE HOTLINE IDENTIFIED VICTIM 

PASSENGER ALLAN ORMAN AS SUFFERING FROM MENTAL ILLNESS AND WAS 

UNDER TREATMENT FOR SCHIZOPHRENIA. ORMAN, A HIGH SCHOOL 

1 TEACHER IN NEW YORK CITY, WAS DESCRIBED BY A NEIGHBOR AS 

DISTURBED AND POSSIBLY SUICIDAL. ORMAN'S LANDLORD WAS LOCATED 

AND CONSENTED TO A SEARCH OF ORMAN'S APARTMENT. THE APARTMENT 

LOCATED IN NEW HYDE PARK, WAS ENTERED BY NEW YORK SPECIAL 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 
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PAGE THREE DE FBINY 0001 UNCLAS • 
AGENTS AT 7:00 THIS MORNING. 

A NASSAU COUNTY EXPLOSIVES DETECTING DOG WAS BROUGHT IN 

AND REACTED TO A SUITCASE IN THE FRONT CLOSET. SUBSEQUENT 

EXAMINATION BY EXPLOSIVE EXPERTS REVEALED THIS REACTION TO BE 

A FALSE ONE. ORMAN'S JOURNALS (DIARIES) WERE REMOVED FOR 

EXAMINATION AS WELL AS THE SUITCASE. ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION 

WILL CENTER ON ORMAN'S MENTAL CONDITION AS WELL AS WHETHER 

OTHER REAL PROPERTIES ARE ASSOCIATED WITH HIM. 

AS OF THIS DATE: 

TOTAL BODIES RECOVERED: 166 

POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION: 157 

VICTIMS FAMILIES NOTIFIED: 155 

RELEASED TO FAMILIES: 149 

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS PROVIDED BY THE EAST 

MORICHES COMMAND POST ON 7/29/96. 

THE FOLLOWING VESSELS WERE ON STATION TO CARRY OUT VICTIM 

RECOVERY AND SALVAGE OPERATIONS: 

1. USS OAK HILL (NAVY COMMAND SHIP) 

2. USS GRASP 

3. USS PIROUETTE 

L_ 
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PAGE FOUR DE FBINY 0001 UNCLAS • 
4. NAVY I (DIVING PLATFORM) 

5. NYPD #1 (DIVING PLATFORM) 

6. NYPD #2 (DIVING PLATFORM) 

7. SUFFOLK COUNTY PD "J" BOAT - (BODY RECOVERY) 

8. SUFFOLK COUNTY PD "K" BOAT - (BODY RECOVERY) 

9. FBI - NYO - SPECIAL OPERATIONS BOAT (RADIO 

COMMUNICATION COORDINATION) 

10. NASSAU COUNTY PD #1 - (VICTIM AND DEBRIS RECOVERY) 

11. US NAVY WARPING TUG - (DEBRIS RECOVERY) 

12. US NAVY "MIKE" BOAT - (TRANSPORT OF RECOVERED DEBRIS 

TO SHORE) 

ALL THE ABOVE VESSELS HAVE AN FBI SPECIAL AGENT ABOARD 

EQUIPPED WITH SECURE DVP RADIO COMMUNICATION. STU III 

TELEPHONE COMMUNICATIONS HAVE ALSO BEEN INSTALLED ABOARD THE 

USS OAK HILL AND USS GRASP. UPON ARRIVAL OF THE USS GRAPPLER, 

(THE USS GRASP'S SISTER SHIP), WHICH HAS AN ESTIMATED TIME OF 

ARRIVAL (ETA) OF 6:00 PM TODAY, ADDITIONAL SECURE 

COMMUNICATIONS AND FBI PRESENCE WILL BE ESTABLISHED ON THAT 

VESSEL. 

SEVERAL HEAVY PIECES OF AIRPLANE, ONE OF WHICH IS 

BELIEVED TO WEIGH IN EXCESS OF 2,000 POUNDS HAVE BEEN 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 
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PAGE FIVE DE FBINY 0001 UNCLAS • 
RECOVERED AND ARE EN ROUTE VIA THE WARPING TUG TO THE 

SHINNECOCK COAST GUARD STATION FOR OFFLOADING TO ITS ULTIMATE 

DESTINATION AT THE GRUMMAN COMMAND POST. IN ADDITION, 

ASSORTED DEBRIS INCLUDING SMALL PARTS OF FUSELAGE, PASSENGER 

SEATS, FLIGHT ATTENDANT LUGGAGE, PIECES OF WIRING AND 

INSULATION AND A DIPLOMATIC POUCH WERE RECOVERED AND RECEIVED 

BY THE EVIDENCE RESPONSE TEAM INTAKE STATION. ALL ITEMS HAVE 

BEEN PACKAGED AND ARE BEING FORWARDED TO THE GRUMMAN COMMAND 

POST. 

NEW YORK CONTINUES TO INVESTIGATE REPORTED SIGHTINGS OF 

FLARES OR MISSILES, CHECKS WITH LOCAL REAL ESTATE AGENCIES 

COVERING SUSPICIOUS RENTALS OF PROPERTIES, CHECKS WITH LOCAL 

MARINAS REGARDING SUSPICIOUS BOATS AND/OR RENTALS OF BOATS AND 

CHECKS WITH LOCAL BOAT AND TACKLE SHOPS FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

IDENTIFYING LOCAL FISHERMAN WHO MAY HAVE WITNESSED THE EVENTS 

ON JULY 17, 1996. 

BT 

#0001 

NNNN 
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OOOJ. • MRI 00226 • 00 P12 AFO FBIPH ALO CASE3 FBINY 

DE FBINY #0008 2110153 

ZNR UUUUU 

0 282129Z JUL 96 

FM FBI NEW YORK (265A-NY-259028) (P) (I-46) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

ALL FBI FIELD OFFICES/IMMEDIATE/ 

ALL LEGATS/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3540// 

PASS: HQ FOR SIOC. 

• 

SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; JULY 17, 
... 

1996; AOT-IT-EID; 00:NY. 

THE FOLLOWING REPRESENTS A SUMMARY AS IT PERTAINS TO JULY 

28, 1996. 

FOUR ADDITIONAL PORTIONS, DESCRIBED AS FLOOR PANELS, 

OF TWA FLIGHT 800 WERE TRANSPORTED VIA FBIHQ BOMB VEHICLE TO 

EXPLOSIVES UNIT AT FBIHQ. 

7,/2. t/26 I c511£::_ .~ tv~ s:s-pj..__ __ ____.·1 

~ ~ (/Jvw- ~T- Tcr ~ 

:;,.---,~ .EKED 
__ FILED. __ 

• 'I I,_ 2 9 t9%: 

b6 
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PAGE TWO DE FBINY 0008 U.S • 

ANALYSIS IS BEING CONDUCTED FOR DETERMINATION OF 

CHEMICAL/BOMB RESIDUE. 

SHOULD IT BECOME NECESSARY TO NOTIFY THE VICTIMS' NEXT OF 

KIN UNDER THE WITNESS PROTECTION ACT, IN ORDER TO FACILITATE 

EFFECTIVE NOTIFICATION, COORDINATED EFFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE 

BETWEEN NYO, SUFFOLK COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER'S OFFICE, AND THE 

U.S. ATTORNEY'S OFFICE (EDNY), TO COMPILE THE MOST UP-TO-DATE 

AND ACCURATE LISTING OF THE VICTIMS' NEXT OF KIN AND THEIR 

CONTACT POINT. 

AS OF THIS DATE: TOTAL BODIES RECOVERED: 153; 

POSITIVE IDS: 149; VICTIMS FAMILIES NOTIFIED: 146; BODIES 

RELEASED TO FAMILIES: 134. 

ALSO REPORTED RECOVERED TODAY WAS A BAG FULL OF BODY 

PARTS, SMALL DEBRIS AND A CARGO DOOR. 

REPORT FROM FORWARD COMMAND POST: 

AT APPROXIMATELY 11:00 AM, SSA ~I _______ ..... !ADVISED 

THAT RECENT VIDEO COVERAGE OF THE OCEAN FLOOR HAD PICKED UP A 

58 TO 60 FOOT PIECE OF FUSELAGE WITH ADDITIONAL BODIES NOTED. 

A 20 FOOT SECTION OF THE RIGHT WING, WHICH IS LOCATED 

INBOARD THE ENGINES NEXT TO FUSELAGE WAS RECOVERED. INITIAL 

INDICATIONS BY NTSP REVEAL THAT THE PIECE EXPERIENCED AN 

b6 
b7C 
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"'i?AGE"THREE DE FBINY 0008 .LAS • UPWARD BENDING FORCE (NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED). 

EFFORTS CONTINUING TO LOCATE AND IDENTIFY A BOAT THAT WAS 

OBSERVED IN THE AREA. 

A 10:00 AM MEETING OF UPPER LEVEL MANAGEMENT WILL BE HELD 

ON MONDAY, JULY 29, 1996 AT THE GRUMMAN CALVERTON FACILITY TO 

IDENTIFY THE FOCUS OF THE INVESTIGATION. 

L-____ ___.loF RANCE HETTLER, A STUDENT FROM 

PENNSYLVANIA, AND VICTIM OF THE TWA FLIGHT 800 EXPLOSION, WERE 

PRESENTED WITH A PLAQUE BY ADIC JAMES K. KALLSTROM DESIGNATING 

-----IAN HONORARY SPECIAL AGENT OF THE FBI. 

L 

HOTLINE RECEIVED 57 CALLS AND 1,233 E-MAILED MESSAGE VIA 

INTERNET, JULY 28, 1996 AS OF 1630. 

BT 

#0008 

NNNN 
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.. • 0004 MRI 01148 

00 Pl2 AFO FBIPH ALO CASE3 FBINY 

DE FBINY #0006 2081419 

ZNY EEEEE 

0 261324Z JUL 96 

FM FBI NEW YORK (265A-NY-259028) (I-46) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

ALL FBI FIELD OFFICES/IMMEDIATE/ 

ALL LEGATS/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

CITE: //3540// 

PASS: FBIHQ FOR SIOC. 

• 

SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800, JULY 17, 

1996; AOT-IT-EID; OO:NY. 

INVESTIGATION IN NEW YORK IS PROCEEDING AS SET FORTH 

BELOW. 

THE NYO LOCATED, IDENTIFIED, AND INTERVIEWED AN ~I--~ 
WHO ADVISED THAT, ON JULY ,...._ ________________ ....J 

9, 1996, HE DISCOVERED A FUEL LEAK ON TWA AIRCRAFT# 17119 

b6 
b7C 
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• PAGE TWO DE FBINY 0006 UNCLAS EFT 0 • 
WHICH WAS THE AIRCRAFT SUBSEQUENTLY DESIGNATED TWA FLIGHT 800. 

HE FURTHER STATED THAT THE LEAK WAS NOT REPAIRED; HOWEVER, TWA 

FILLED THE OUTERMOST WING TANKS WITH SIGNIFICANTLY LESS FUEL, 

PRESUMABLY TO STOP THE LEAK. ADDITIONALLY, THE AIRCRAFT WAS 

PERMITTED TO FLY WITHOUT A FLAP COVER. HE ADMITTED PLACING 

ANONYMOUS CALLS TO BOTH THE FBI AND FAA ON JULY 19, 1996 

CONCERNING THIS MATTER. 

PRELIMINARY METALLURGICAL EXAMINATION COMPLETED REAUDING 

EVIDENCE SUBMITTED TO THE FBI LABORATORY REVEALED NO 

CHARACTERISTICS INDICATIVE OF BLAST DAMAGE. THE OBSERVED 

SURFACE DAMAGE ON THE COMPONENTS IS CONCLUDED TO BE 

ATTRIBUTABLE TO CORROSION MECHANISMS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF 

CERTAIN MANUFACTURING AND/OR SERVICE ANOMALIES. NO CHEMICAL 

RESIDUES CHARACTERISTIC OF EXPLOSIVES WERE DETECTED/IDENTIFIED 

ON EVIDENCE SUBMITTED. 

INSTRUMENTAL ANALYSES EXAMINATIONS WERE CONDUCTED ON 

VARIOUS ITEMS AT THE GRUMMAN FACILITY. INSTRUMENTAL ANALYSES 

WERE PERFORMED USING TWO THERMEDICS DETECTION EGIS'S AND 

BARRINGER IONSCAN 400. EXAMINATIONS DONE ON JULY 25, 1996 

INCLUDED A SECTION OF THE FUSELAGE AND ARTICLES FROM THE 

MEDICAL EXAMINER'S OFFICE. A BACKGROUND OF PERSONNEL AND 
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• PAGE THREE DE FBINY 0006 UNCLAS EFT 0 • 
BUILDING FACILITIES WERE AGAIN CONDUCTED, INSTANT DATE. A 

TOTAL OF FORTY-TWO (42) EGIS RUNS AND TWENT.Y (20) IMS RUNS 

WERE PROCESSED THIS DATE. NO EXPLOSIVE RESIDUES WERE DETECTED 

ON TWA SPECIMENS. BACKGROUND RUNS RESULTED IN NO ALARMS ON 

PERSONNEL OR BUILDING FACILITIES. 

EVIDENCE RECOVERED FROM THE ABANDONED PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 

AT JOHN F. KENNEDY INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (JFKIA) WILL BE 

SUBMITTED FOR LABORATORY ANALYSES AND INCLUDED A BLACK LEATHER 

PASSPORT TYPE MEN'S PURSE, A LETTER IN ARABIC, A GRATIS 

ROUNDTRIP TICKET FROM AMMON, JORDAN TO NEW YORK, WITH RETURN 

TO AMMON, JORDAN VIA ROYAL JORDANIAN AIRLINES AND BAGGAGE 

TICKETS. FURTHER INVESTIGATION WILL BE CONDUCTED JULY 26, 1996 

WITH ROYAL JORDANIAN AIRLINES. LETTER HAS BEEN SUBMITTED FOR 

TRANSLATION BY NYO LANGUAGE SPECIALISTS. 

NEW HAVEN DIVISION HAS ADVISED THAT EXTREMELY PRELIMINARY 

ANALYSIS OF RADAR TAPES FROM SIKORSKY HELICOPTER CORPORATION 

(SHC) REVEALED THAT AT THE TIME OF THE EXPLOSION RADAR IMAGE 

SHOWS TWA 800 AND AN UNIDENTIFIED AIRCRAFT (NO TRANSPONDER NOR 

ALTIMETER INFORMATION) HAVING A CLOSE ENCOUNTER. UNIDENTIFIED 

AIRCRAFT PASSES TWA 800 ON TWA 800'S RIGHT SIDE. CLOSEST 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



r ------------------========================== 

PAGE FOUR DE FBINY 0006 u~s EFT 0 • 
PASSAGE IS APPROXIMATELY ONE MILE, THOUGH DISTANCE MAY BE 

GREATER DUE TO THE VERTICAL SEPARATION OF TWA 800 AND THE 

UNIDENTIFIED AIRCRAFT. WITHIN SECONDS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 

THIS ENCOUNTER, TWA 800 CHANGES ALTITUDE ASCENDING 500 FEET 

AND MAY DISPLAY ABRUPT TURN TO THE RIGHT THEN RESUMING COURSE. 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE ABRUPT TURN AND COURSE RESUMPTION, 

TWA 800'8 TRANSPONDER STOPS TRANSMITTING. TWA 800 THEN 

APPEARS TO BREAK INTO TWO PIECES. ONE PIECE IS PROPELLED 

FORWARD FURTHER THAN IT WOULD AT THE ORIGINAL SPEED. THE 

SECOND PIECE APPEARS TO FALL NEAR THE LAST TRANSPONDER 

READING. 

THE ASSIGNMENT OF FBI PERSONNEL WAS MADE BY FBIHQ TO 

ATTEND THE NTSB MEETING FOR THE ANALYSIS OF THE FLIGHT DATA 

RECORDER (FDR) AND COCKPIT VOICE RECORDER (CVR). SSA~I --~ 

,.._ ___ ~IAND TWO OTHER SA'S WILL ATTEND MEETING ON BEHALF OF 

THE FBI. THE MEETING IS TO BE HELD 9:00 AM, JULY 26, 1996 AT 

L'ENFANT PLAZA HOTEL, WASHINGTON, D.C. ADDITIONAL 

PARTICIPANTS WILL INCLUDE, AMONG OTHERS, BOEING, TWA AND FAA. 

-------1 NTSB ADVISED THE PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF 

THE CVR INDICATES THE UNIT WAS OPERATING NORMALLY WITH NORMAL 

RECORDED TRAFFIC FOR APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN AND ONE HALF MINUTES 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 
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PAGE FIVE DE FBINY 0006 u~s EFT 0 • 
BEFORE ENDING ABRUPTLY WITH A "SOUND," THE ORIGIN OF WHICH, IS 

STILL UNDER ANALYSIS. 

,.._ ___ ____,IHAs FURTHER ADVISED ALL FOUR (4) CHANNELS ON 

THE CVR WAS OPERATING IN SPITE OF MODERATE DAMAGE SUSTAINED 

FROM THE EXPLOSION. ALL NINETEEN PARAMETERS ON THE FDR ARE 

PROVIDING DATA WHICH IS STILL IN THE PROCESS OF BEING 

RETRIEVED AND ANALYZED. 

EXPECTED TO BE RECOVERED. 

OF NOTE, ALL RECORDED DATA IS 

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL GROUP HAS ADVISED THAT NEITHER THE 

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION (DEA) NOR U.S. CUSTOMS SERVICE 

HAD OPERATIONAL RADAR IN THE VICINITY AT THE TIME OF THE 

EXPLOSION. RADAR OPERATING AT ISLIP, (LONG ISLAND), NEW YORK 

WILL BE SECURED AND ANALYZED. 

TENTATIVE IDENTIFICATION HAS BEEN MADE ON A DEPARTMENT OF 

DEFENSE (DOD) EMPLOYEE, CHARLES ROSS BEATTY, 1305 HICKORY 

COURT, FREDRICKSBURG, VA. THE VICTIM WAS RECOVERED WITH 

IDENTIFICATION IN HIS CLOTHING WHICH HAS NOT YET BEEN VERIFIED 

BY FINGERPRINTS. TO DATE, A TOTAL OF ONE HUNDRED THIRTY FOUR 

(134) VICTIMS RECOVERED, WITH ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN (115) 

POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED. 

b6 
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PA~~ ~IX DE FBINY 0006 UN!S EFT O • 
THUS FAR, ONE THOUSAND EIGHTY ONE (1081) RESPONSES HAVE 

BEEN RECEIVED FROM THE INTERNET. THE TOLL FREE HOTLINE 

RECEIVED ONE HUNDRED FIFTY EIGHT (158) CALLS FOR THE PERIOD 

3:00 PM TO 10:00 PM, JULY 25, 1996. 

BT 

#0006 

NNNN 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AT NEW YORK. 
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• 0004 MRI 00828 

00 Pl2 AFO FBIPH ALO CASE3 FBINY 

DE FBINY #0002 2051456 

ZNY EEEEE 

0 231057Z JUL 96 

FM FBI NEW YORK (265A-NY-259028) (I-46) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

ALL FBI FIELD OFFICES/IMMEDIATE/ 

ALL LEGATS/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

CITE: //3540// 

PASS: FBIHQ FOR SIOC. 

• 

SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800, JULY 17, 

1996; AOT-IT-EOD; OO:NY. 

INVESTIGATION IN NEW YORK IS PROCEEDING AS SET FORTH 

BELOW. 
\ 

NTSB REPRESENTATIVE AL DICKERSON ADVISED THAT THREE MAIN 

STRUCTURES OF TWA 800 HAVE BEEN LOCATED ON THE OCEAN FLOOR AS 

OF 5:00 PM AND FOUR (4) BODIES RECOVERED. THIS TOTAL WAS 

~SEARCHED lNDBlED1----!1 
SER/ALIZED ___ FllED._ __ ll 

" . ' .. . 1,. ':'II' 
. : io 

F'I-PHILADELPHIAI 

.t 
b6 
b7C 
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• PAGE TWO DE FBINY 0002 UNCLAS EFT 0 • 
AMENDED BY END OF DAY TO EIGHT (8) BODIES RECOVERED. U.S. NAVY 

SHIP USS GRASP WILL BE ON STATION AND WILL COMMENCE OPERATIONS 

AS OF DAWN 7/23/96. FBI SA HAS BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE USS GRASP . 

._ __________ I LIAISON TO THE MEDICAL EXAMINER (ME) 

REPORTED THAT SIXTY-FOUR (64) VICTIMS HAD BEEN POSITIVELY 

IDENTIFIED W~TH AN ADDITIONAL THIRTEEN (13) TENTATIVE 

IDENTIFICATIONS MADE. FIFTY-TWO (52) FAMILIES OF THE VICTIMS 

HAVE RECEIVED NOTIFICATION AND THIRTY-THREE (33) VICTIMS HAVE 

BEEN REMOVED BY FUNERAL DIRECTORS. ALL FOURTEEN (14) FLIGHT 

ATTENDANTS HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED. IT APPEARS THAT ALL OF THE 

, FLIGHT ATTENDANTS WERE SERVING PASSENGERS AT THE TIME OF THE 

EXPLOSION AS THE SEAT BELTS ON THEIR SEATS WERE UNBUCKLED. 

,.._ _______ ____,I REPORTED THAT OPERATIONS AT THE GRUMMAN 

SITE CONTINUE. REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE ME WERE PHOTOGRAPHING 

PIECES TO MATCH WITH RESULTS OF THE AUTOPSIES. 

THE REPRESENTATIVE OF TWA EXPRESSED APPRECIATION TO THE 

FBI FOR THE COURTESY SHOWN THE CEO OF THE COMPANY. 

FBIHQ SIOC REQUESTED INFORMATION REGARDING CNN REPORT 

THAT CHEMICAL RESIDUE WAS FOUND ON THE WING TIP OF THE 

RECOVERED WING. PENTAGON, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE (DOD) 

REQUESTED VERACITY OF THIS INFORMATION. INITIAL FIELD TESTING 

b6 
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• 0005 MRI 00309 

00 P12 AFO FBIPH ALO CASE3 FBINY 

DE FBINY #0001 2120944 

ZNR UUUUU 

0 300230Z JUL 96 

FM FBI NEW YORK (265A-NY-259208) (P) (I-46) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

ALL FBI FIELD OFFICES/IMMEDIATE/ 

ALL LEGATS/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3540// 

PASS: HQ FOR SIOC. 

• 

SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; JULY 17, 

1996; AOT-IT-EID; OO:NY. 

THE FOLLOWING REPRESENTS A SUMMARY AS IT PERTAINS TO 

JULY, 29, 1996. 

ON JULY 29, 1996, TEE EVIDENCE FACILITY AT GRUMMAN HAS 

SHIPPED A TOTAL OF 8 PIECES OF METAL VIA BUREAU AIRPLANE TO 

THE FBI LAB FOR ANALYSIS TO DETERMINE CHEMICAL/BOMB RESIDUE. 

I II 
·1SE~~f£x~~il)f 
SERIAl\ZED ___ F,llED ... , = "* 

, ".l 3 0 jg96: 
1=91-PHIU\DELPHI, 

L__ -

b6 
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Control of General/Drug/Valuable Evidence. 

FD-192 (Rev. 1-11-94) • 
0 Drug Evidence □Valuable Evidence 

•;--r.-:;-- 70-•~•:-.-c. -s.,--':'- ----~•--c:,,,r_-,,_-.1,-...:s.."\D~~-..:::=-r. • ~- •- ...;~.c•a,i:.~~~:.:,-.t. •.-:..; -;,:a.. u•"°'" ~-...:..-~==--=~-:r=~-r'-~=-•..l:.'"=""~-=~-• ..._-..-•••-~•~:--,:o:.~.-=lt""'~-:=.:z.u-.-=--

D Special Handling Requirement (Le., FBI Lab Instructions Re Body Fluid Stains, Whole Blood, etc.) . . . 

00: 

~ 

Date Acquired Acquired From: 

~/7-/97 G, uH-tMC<.-v) !-/~, - Fevi~~~ fc-et:.CISYIS'k-cd-t~ ~ 
T See Serial o Be Ret~r d Acquiring Agent Case A~ent 
□ Yes No sAI sA-1 I I-l/b b6 

.) b7C 

□ Yes ~ Grab,d Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure 

□ Yes ~ Property To Be Forfeited To The U.S. Government 

FOR DRUG AND/OR VALUABLE EVIDENCE ONLY - NAMES OF TWO AGENTS 
INITIALLY VERIFYING AND SEALING: 

For U~e By ECT: BLOCKSTAMP 

Location of ·Property: ..!.k.:.:.A..:.1~~(:,::;.;A~~~-------- SEARCHED __ INDEXED 
SERIALIZED __ FILED 

Control Number: E \ \ C\ \ ?, b 1 -=:...:..;;....__.;;;...;:...,.;.,_ _______ ___ 

MAY 131997 
FBI-NEW YORK 

I 
.,. 

- . .. 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



CHAIN OF CUSTODY 

Item D -~- _, 1-.u ./7 Date Time Received bv Date Time 

Signritu 

~% 
1;2:L/.S- Signature 

Rea fe.\./tO'vVID2- ~ Reason 

'1?- b6 
b7C -

Signatun 

1~ 3!l90 Signature 

Reason e,Jtd~ f->Vit Reason 

7~ 
Signature Signature 

Reason Reason 

Signature Signature 

Reason Reason 

Signature Signature 

Reason Reason 

Signature Signature 

Reason Reason 

SignaturP. Signature 

Reason Reason 

Signature Signature 

Reason Reason 

REMARKS _________________________________ _ 

• • 
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Control of General/Drug/Valuable Evidenc. 

FD-192 (Rev. 1-11-94) 

~:neral Evidence D Drug Evidence 

• 
□Valuable Evidence 

Title and Ch\racter of Case 
U IJ Sur.if_!,)) FILE NO. gtS-ii-~}JY-;ls-10:Zt? 

'£,(f>/..os~o,J oF PJA- 'l'oo; 
7-/ r,-19 IP 

JtOT-TT-F-ob 
Date Acquired Acquired From: 

~/7-/97 G,u1t-tM'U.I) 

00: 

J/.~, - Fa}~~ £~~,-~_:l~ 11-~ 
o Be Ret~r d See Serial AcGuirin(J Aoont • Case 6g~nt 
□ Yes No 

S/:1 I sA-1 L T-L/b -
T 

□ Yes ~ 

□ Yes ~ 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure 

Property To Be Forfeited To The U.S. Government 

FOR DRUG AND/OR VALUABLE EVIDENCE ONLY -NAMES OF TWO AGENTS 
INITIALLY VERIFYING AND SEALING: 

For U~e By ECT: 

Location of Property: .;..1-t_A_t-l__,;;,G_A_~ ________ _ 

Control Number: 

.,. 

BLOCKSTAMP 

SEARCHED _INOEXED--1 
SERIALIZED _FILED ---1 

MAY 1 :I 1997 
FB1·NtW YORK 

I 

b6 
b7 C 
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tem 

~ 

Received b 

Signatur1 

Reason eJIJ-t'd-e~ 

Signature · - • . -- -~· 

Reason ----------
Signature ----------
Reason 

Signature ---------
Reason ----------

Signature ---------
Reason ----------

Signature. ________ _ 

Reason _________ _ 

Signatur ________ _ 

Reason _________ _ 

Signature,__ _______ _ 

Reason _________ _ 

I~;; 
/2? 

Time Received b Date Time 

s~e0 Signature 

Ct.Mt Reason 

Signature ---------

ignature ----------
Reason 

Signature ---------
Reason ----------

Signature ---------
Reason ----------

Signature ________ _ 

·Reason _________ _ 

Signature ________ _ 

Reason _________ _ 

Signature ________ _ 

Reason _________ _ 

REMARKS ____________ ~-----------------------
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Control of Gen~/Drug/VaJ.uable Evidenc•· 

FD-192 (Rev. 1-11-94) . 

efo:neral Evidence D Drug Evidence 

• 
□Valuable Evidence 

- •• ,.z.r...,=A-~r-.;" •-- ~ """~~ ---. •--• ,,.-.~ • --:-----,.,---,., -••-• -,,.-l'r" -• ~=-r--•--,,~ --•~ ~.:~ ... ,..= 1-•.•'":""A~• .. -~~:.i::--.,.. -.•- .-.-, ---=.:..-t""' - ..,_.,.--.,,i;.;a.w.-ec;r,.""- • -•- -~ •-- .... .:-.-.:=:-=.:.-•• -.:--~--::.·~ "-• 

. D Special Handling Requirement (i.e., FBI Lab Instructions Re Body Fluid Stains, Whol~ Blood, etc.) 

oo: ----=1-J:..=....4Y:.._.. ______ _ 

Date Acquired Acquired From: , 

~ /7-/97 G,uK-tMCUI\ J-/~'" - F~"~ 2~~~'-yz ~ 
To Be Re~d 
□ Yes ll!'.l"No 

□ Yes ~ 

□ Yes ~ 

See Serial Acqu~i:!..:!ri~nl?li...!:A~l?LS::en!i!t----~---,, Case Agent 

sAI 541 

Gran,d Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure 

Property To Be Forfeited To The U.S. Government 

FOR DRUG AND/OR VALUABLE EVIDENCE ONLY -NAMES OF TWO AGENTS 
INITIALLY VERIFYING AND SEALING: 

For U~e By ECT: 

Location of Property: ..;\.-\:...;:..ft.:..;~:._,;;...;.....~_.;_ _______ _ 

Control Number: 

BLOCKSTAMP 
SfARCHED--INDEXED--1 

SER~LIZEO __ FILED ---1 

MAY 131997 
F81·NtV1 YUflK 

I 
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CHAIN OF CUSTODY 

·m Received bv Da 

Signaturi ~ 

Reason ...._•-vJ----:-11<"".,0:r--eM,CL--~----.J ? / 
--=--~------ . 1?-

Signature· ---------
Reason 

Signature ____ _..:; ___ _ 
Reason 

Signature ---------
Reason ----------

Signature ---------
Reason ________ _ 

Signature. ________ _ 

Reason _________ _ 

SignaturP. ________ _ 

Reason _________ _ 

Signature,__ _______ _ 

Reason ----------

~MARKS 

Time 

gt00 
C>,Mll 

Received bv 

Signature ________ _ 

Reason ----------

·: :· •. Sigifature ---------~ • ,.,. 1- •' t,t1l'..,. •• • '1 

~- : ReM~n • • 
··.:i.\ _;. :%i/: ·,{~-:~t/r.-. --.-._-__ ;:-, ----.-.,-.-.. -:. 

Signature ---------
Reason 

Signature ---------
Reason 

Signature ---------
Reason ___________ _ 

Signature ________ _ 

·Reason ________ _ 

Signature. ________ _ 

Reason _________ _ 

Signature ________ _ 

Reason -----~----

. 
~-=~-·-.. :•'~ ~ ;-.: ~ • ; 

Date Time 

b6 
. b7C 

(. 
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Control of General/Drug/Valuable Evidence. 

FD-192 {Rev. 1-11-94) • 
~:neral Evidence D Drug Evidence □Valuable Evidence 

'""""',_z=,.,_..,,.~------~-'"Ll~--=:r-,-;-~~--e.,,.,_•.- •--Tc••--••:,. - • - ~.-=.,.,---...r~":;~ .. ,'"':""_.::-~=:7~.J"U'3":C"Z'J:r-•. -•~--.~~--.~--:-• •--~ • • •.-•J-- ~-..--~-

. D Special Handling Requirement (i.e., FBI Lab Instructions Re Body Fluid Stains, Whol? Blood, etc.) 

Title and Ch~acter of Case 
•. u.i.J Si.ti.if_!,, J. . . •• 
f=,rt>_Los~o,,/ ~F T0A- ~oo; 
9-/Jr/'ilP 
/tOT-TT-Got:, 

Date Acquired Acquired From: 

~/?-/9?- G,u.MMCUI) 

00: 

/f]-C/.35 

To Be Re~d 
□ Yes 51'No 

See Serial Acquiring Agent Case Agent 

□ Yes 

□ Yes 

sAI I 54..._I ___ __.L, T - l/ b ~~c 

Gran,d Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure 

Property To Be Forfeited To The U.S. Government 

FOR DRUG AND/OR VALUABLE EVIDENCE ONLY -NAMES OF TWO AGENTS 
INITIALLY VERIFYING AND SEALING: 

For U~e By ECT: BLOCKSTAMP 

Location of Property: ...,HA,_;;:.,.;~~'-=..;;.R~-------- SEARCHED __ INDEXED __ 
SERIALIZEO __ flLEO ___ 1 

Control Number: E\ \ °\ \ ~-ro _.;...;__..a..;_ _________ _ 
MAY 131997 

FB1-NtW YORK 
I 

., 
. . ' 

' .. ~-- ,. ',,.,:. •·.-i: .... 
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CHAIN OF CUSTODY 

Item Received bv :::•e:.--f----=T::...:i:..:.:rn"'"'e=---+-----=-R~e~cc:::e~iv:..:e"-"d=---..:::b::..... 

_Signaturl , ~ 
Reason --ev-""'.'"f-d ... ~----------------------

Signature· -----------.. - ,. 
Reason 

Signature· ------------
Reason 

Signature ----------
Re as on -----------

Signature ----------
Reason -----------

Signature ----------
Reason ________ _ 

SignaturP ________ _ 

Reason_. _________ _ 

Signature~-------­

Reason -----------

~EMARKS 

, }~ 
. ' :• V . : 
> -~ 

.:: ,.:):;_;~:::, .. , :,:}. "'·,: •• , .., -

Signature ________ _ 

Reason _________ _ 

.•· ·.-~ - ~ ... 
~-{-·,. Signature · ----------

.i:" ~ i ti,:~:.: j :·,.. 

Signature 

Re as on 

Signature 

Reason 

."'7':-" 1't 

:", 
'<_.,,: 

.... :=. .•. ~ 
.~·-.. \ 

----------

----------
-----------

Signature ----------
Reason -------'----

Signature ________ _ 

·Reason _________ _ 

Signature _________ _ 

Reason _________ _ 

Signature ________ _ 

Reason _________ _ 

" ... ' ' .... , : ~- •" - .,•,.~ . .:.-· "',; , .. " 

Date Time 
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Control of General/Drug/V~uable Evidence. 

FD-192 (Rev. 1-11-94) • 
0 Drug Evidence □Valuable Evidence 

D Special Handling Requirement (i.e., FBI Lab Instructions Re Body Fluid Stains, Whole Blood, etc.) 

Date Acquired 

?: /7-/97 
To Be Re~d 
□ Yes li:fNo 

□ Yes ~ 

□ Yes ~ 

: ' 

FILE No:~. ·.1,•i11: -,<JY-,2iroie? 
00: J..J Y . ·---· -·-·-

Acquired From: 

G,uH-tM~ J-/~, - R~# lJ~~ hs~~ c;~ Rro1:m~U-n 
See Serial Acqu:=:i~ri~n~S?A:?,J"~"''".1...--t _____ __, Case-;...;.:A:;;i.ge:;.:n:.:.t ___ _, 

sAI I sA--1 I.) r -1/ b ~~c 
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure 

Property To Be Forfeited To The U.S. Government 

FOR DRUG AND/OR VALUABLE EVIDENCE ONLY - NAMES OF TWO AGENTS 
INITIALLY VERIFYING AND SEALING: 

For U~e By ECT: BLOCKSTAMP 

Location of Property: \::1/t~le,-A ~ SfAllCl',EO __ INOEXEli __ 
SERIALIZEQ __ F1LEO 

MAY 131997 
Control Number: E\\ct_\!>11 FB1-N1:1~ YLIHK ~ I 

., 
"' ~ • - 0 • I • ' ' 

..,."'141111.~.- • .. :i-.;, t·~ .• .:~~ ... ;. . :■ •• ,·. _. \ • • • to. ': 
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m Received bv 

Signatur 

Reason --e.vr:o eM,e,.L 

Signature· ----------
Re as on 

Signature ----------
Reason 

Signature ----------
Reason 

Signature ----------
Reason ________ _ 

Signature'"----------

Reason _________ _ 

SignaturP....._ _______ _ 

Reason _________ _ 

Signature.._ _______ _ 

Reason _________ _ 

MARKS 

. '•• .. 

CHAIN OF CUSTODY 

Bat Time Received bv 

Signature ________ _ 

Reason ________ _ 

Signature ----------
Reason ----------

Signature ----------
Reason 

Signature ________ _ 

Reason -------=----

Signature ________ _ 

·Reason ________ _ 

Signature _________ _ 

Reason _________ _ 

Signature ________ _ 

Reason ___________ _ 

.,. 
... . ~ ,. . ' . . 

Date 

'. 
~,O ' " < ' -r..L •• 

• .J,.,.-\t-}~ .. 7# •. 
,., .•. . -

Jltt~:;•_ 

i: :·::'t;'.'J:·> · ... ,.?(f-r_•'::_,,/,i~.- ·:-:,-\ ... ~~::?•('~!=~~! .~: : ... ~~:·t~.'! :: _. , .: .• ;;.~ 

Time 
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Control of General/Drug/Valuable Evidence 

FD-192 (Rev. 1-11-94) 

Title and Ch~acter of Case 

• 

C).#J_Sllcif_ ~)j -
1:z¥ f>LOS~e,,..J (9J- 71,JA- ~0-0 j 
9-/tr/9IP 

/t-OT-TT-F-ob 
Date Acquired Acquired From: 

~ /7-/97 G,uMMCU/1 

• 

To Be Re~d 
□ Yes MNo 

See Serial Acq,._.· ..... ·......._........,......,..__ _____ ...,. 

sA 
Case Agent 

SA- L-1 ___ _____.I,) T - l/ b ~~c 
□ Yes 

□ Yes 

Grail,d Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure 

Property To Be Forfeited To The U.S. Government 

FOR DRUG AND/OR VALUABLE EVIDENCE ONLY - NAMES OF TWO AGENTS 
INITIALLY VERIFYING AND SEALING: 

For U~e By ECT: BLOCKSTAMP 

Location of Property: \.{~C:,A-(Z SEARCHED ___ !IIOEXED 
SERIALIZED __ fllEO . 

MAY 131997 
Control Number: E\\C\. \ °!) 1 ;J.. FBl-f~t,1. rORK 

I 

' ' 
~- .... .. -_f_,,,g.• .·.: • .... :-:::: ..... : :.~:;_ ....... . ...... , .. ., 

~ 

.,.J• - , 
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Re as on ----------

Signature ---------
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CHAIN OF CUSTODY 

.. 
~ ' ~.· .. 
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Signature ________ _ 

Reason ----------

Signature ---------
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Signature ---------
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Signature ---------
·Reason _________ _ 
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Reason _________ _ 
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Control of General/Drug/Valuable Evidence. 

FD-192 (Rev. 1-11-94) 

~:neral Evidence D Drug Evidence 

• 
□Valuable Evidence 

D Special Handling Requirement (i.e., FBI Lab Instructions Re Body Fluid Stains, Whole Blood, etc.) 
• • .. • • ~ ... ~ ~ > ... : -:..-.. • ~: 

... ~..., ,,~, •u, ... , •• ~'t'\,:";!t:•~- ._ .... ,~,. ,,, ; ll. •-,, -

FILE NO. gtS,4-,(JY-,js-7d.2J? 
00: ~y· ;·: -"<--· 

/13 - C/t:/I 
Date Acquired Acquired From: 

~ /7-/97 G,uJi1Meu,, J-/~, 
To Be Re~d 
□ Yes !l1'No 

See Serial Acqu~i!..!riwn.l:i...-'e:A:J,.Jcr..s;'P.i.l..ln.1...--t _____ --, Case.,.;:A.:.!gi!..:e;.::n.:..t ----, 

sAI I SA-I L X-L/b ~~c 
□ Yes ~ Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 

of Criminal Procedure 

□ Yes ~ Property To Be Forfeited To The U.S. Government 

FOR DRUG AND/OR VALUABLE EVIDENCE ONLY - NAMES OF TWO AGENTS 
INITIALLY VERIFYING AND SEALING: 

For Use By ECT: BLOCKSTAMP 

Location of Property: _¾~AA...;.;....:~;..;...;...~;..;:...--------
SEARCHED __ INDEXED 
SERIALIZED _FILED ---

MAY 131997 
Control Number: ___ --=E==--~~\t....;'\:u..l ..;;..~_1....;;J;.__ ____ ___,_ 

I 

.,. 

.. ......... . 
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Signature ~ 

Reason ._et.:_1'i't>'.-,~.---------l ~ 
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Signature· ----------
Re as ri n . ----------
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·~---- f\; __ ;:;-: 
.. .. .. ~ ........... _•;,,...;•• ~ " . '. ~:."',.· ": " ., _ro, ~ 

·.·.·~;..;t;· Reason Re~Jon· !. ... '. . ' ;..-.: 
~- . .. ,-::-.• 

' {~'.;; 
.. 

,,-,:··;. ·;,:\~.~~. .. . 
' : • .. ··~·;: . ~ -. - • . 

"" - . 
" •,''\!! . ·--:~ . ·:.- --·~: . ·_. 

,,.. i-• .. 

Signature Signature 

Reason Reason 

Signature Signature 

Reason Reason 

Signature Signature 

Reason Reason ··-

Signature Signature 

Reason • Reason 

SignaturP. .. Signature 

Reason Reason 

Signature Signature 

Reason Reason 

REMARKS 

..... " .. _ ~ .. 
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Control of GeneraJ./Drug/VaJ.uable Evidence -

FD-192 (Rev. 1-11-94) 

~:neral Evidence D Drug Evidence 

• 
j Date sj~/1 7-

□Valuable Evidence 
~._. _________ , ,..~------~----~--- •z•, .,_--;...,• -._ '-r--•~- -=:;-;--:.-•-o::;-:'l'".-;•~.•,c;••-~-.:.c.=----=- ~---,;s.... ~~-.,-:-..,,,.==.=~-.--~!!.~-=a-.._,._• ... ~~:-l'"=s., .-:: •~•- . 

D Speeial Handling Requirement (i.e., FBI Lab Instructions Re Body Fluid Stains, Whole Blood, etc.) . . . 
'> j ~ • a ~• : 

Title and Ch~acter of· Case 
UJJ 5u.cif_ !>)j 

•• r=:'<'f"lo.s~OtJ oF PJA- ~oo; 
~/r,-;CJIP 00: __ __,/..J'-=, _;....;y:,_· ------·_-·_·· _ 

/tOT-TT-F-ob 
Date Acquired 

• ~/7-/97 
To Be Re~d 
□ Yes &!'No 

Acquired From: 

See Serial Acqr=-ui...,ri .... n........_!:!A=P-=en=t=-------..... Case Agent 
sAj I 54_,...;..;I ;.w.;;.;;;;.;;. __ J.> I - t/ b b6 

----~__. ____ _,____...__ _________ ___._...,__'--_____ ~-----..o~7C 

□ Yes ~ 

□ Yes ~ 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure 

Property To Be Forfeited To The U.S. Government 

FOR DRUG AND/OR VALUABLE EVIDENCE ONLY - NAMES OF TWO AGENTS 
INITIALLY VERIFYING AND SEALING: 

For U~e By ECT: BLOCKSTAMP 

Location of Property: ---i~.___,;_::...~---~-A_~_.;...-------
-- ---------
SEAO.-':I" 
SERIAiiir.u_ 

Control Number: F._ 

., 
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CHAIN OF CUSTODY 

·Item Received ov e Time Received b 

IQ 
Signature S-~ 9: OO Signature _______ _ 

Reason ._-etf_ .... _ri} .......... ~--e__--...,.1 1"}- WW'! Reason ______ _ 

Signature· . --------- Signature ---------
Reason ---------

Signature Signature --------- ---------
Reason Reason 

Signature Signature --------- ---------
Reason Reason ---------

Signature. ________ _ Signature ---------
Reason ________ _ Reason-------'----

Signature. ________ _ Signature ________ _ 

Reason ________ _ ·Reason ________ _ 

SignaturP ________ _ Signature ________ _ 

Reason ________ _ Reason ________ _ 

Signature'----------- Signature ________ _ 

Reason ________ _ Reason ________ _ 

Date 

... • ... 

Time 
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•, .. 

~EMARKS ____________ _;_ __________________ --,--___ _ 

. ~ . .,•, . 

.,. 
~" ,. . 

_ ,_.,::]P;t::r.:t~:-· i~?'{: : .. ,,!•.. _ .. ".:..,.": .... 
- .. .--• i..11o< .,_.,.t,,~•,.•. 
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Control of General/Drug/Valuable Evidence 

FD-192 (Rev. 1-11-94) 
• 

~:neral Evidence D Drug Evidence 

• 
□Valuable Evidence 

D Special Handling Requirement (i.e., FBI Lab Instructions Re Body• Fluid Stains, Whole Blood, etc.) 

Title and Character of Case 
_!:!AJ Su~{~)) _ 
t='J(f>lc>StorJ c>i- 7)-J/il- ~oo, 
7-/rr/<tb ) 

FILE NO. :ztS-A-tfJY-;2S''!tJ2t? 

00: /.J Y 
/tOT- IT-JSob 1/3-lJS/ 

Date Acquired Acquired From: 

~ /7-/97- G, u it1MCl,V\ J.-/.~\ - f?J~f- iv}~~ J;n,~lL~ £p~C:- eCG!ntsftttt:-

T o Be Ret~r d 
□ Yes No 

□ Yes ~ 

□ Yes ~o 

See Serial Acauirimc1: A2ent Case Agent 

sA I s41 l _J._ -L/b 

Gran.ct Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure 

Property To Be Forfeited To The U.S. Government 

FOR DRUG AND/OR VALUABLE EVIDENCE ONLY -NAMES OF TWO AGENTS 
INITIALLY VERIFYING AND SEALING: 

For Use By ECT: 

Location of Property: __,:.t\A-..::....:..t-l:.....;::;&A;.;._~---------

MAY l ~ 'i99'i'" 

Control Number: __.E.=..:.\\.,_J~\ ..... 3~~~3~-------
• FBl•NHv YORK __ _I 

- ••• J'--.. ---1 
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CHAIN OF CUSTODY 

Item Received bv Date Time Received bv Date Time 

l J { 
Signaturt ¾ 9!/~ 

Signature b6 
b7C 

Reason Wi~ 

°%;i-
Reason 

a.AMl 

Signature Signature 

Reason Reason 

Signature , Signature 

Reason Reason 

Signature Signature 

Reason Reason 

Signature Signature 

Reason Reason 

Signature Signature 

Reason • Reason 

SignaturP. Signature 

Reason Reason 

Signature Signature 

Reason Reason 
-

REMARKS----------------------------------

• • . : 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



Control of General/Drug/Valuable Evidence 

FD-192 (Rev. 1-11-94) 
• • 

~eneral Evidence 0 Drug Evidence □Valuable Evidence 

D Special Handling Requirement (i.e., FBI Lab Instructions Re· Body Fluid Stains, Whole Blood, etc.) 

Title and Character of Case 

UA35:.ll 13(.s) > 
1=><PU>s.totu oF null- g~ > 
7-/r?-/'lb 
A-o,-T:,-E30b 

Date Acquired Acquired From: 

FILE NO. 2Gs-A-~/.J Y-::Zs:r/02! 

00: j{j1/ 

0 Yes No Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure 

0 Yes • No Property To Be Forfeited To The U.S. Government 

Description of Property (Be Specific) ) ~ 11 _ 
~-:£/eh,~ - 11.vO che.11;~ Sk:>(1.b$ (s~pl-es #/ f 2 --4./cun ~ ~ 

;11,~) ap~~kt~ O"YUL ~t- ~l +fu?.. cF'A ~ c:>~ C(.. J,'"b,\c.-w, 
a.,~()r ~v~ bie-e) CLt'\- du.d-, -r/i.rL Ju.,~'f-- ;-.s. J'l1C/.~w lM/'-4 

~~ tt U,vi.,r k o - 10 -1~ -I b . 
2 ) Avt. UVl Ll ~ .St.tM-tf:> k-... '$ w <1-h • 

3) Gio~ us..ed -1-e +cJ.J... ~ SJ7VM.pl-es .• 

'1) s"".J.., ,.,_w. ,k, c-1<:4M -1-,/,,u._ 2fou = p;-.""' ,J.,,, -1-,.{eI~ s.,,_.p/es, 

_____ ___._ E~~ bM/TR-V 

FOR DRUG AND/OR VALUABLE EVIDENCE ONLY -NAMES OF TWO AGENTS 
INITIALLY VERIFYING AND SEALING: 

SEARCHED-~-- .. 
SWUI.W-

For Use By ECT: 

Location of Property: .... \:\~~:...;.,,..~....;:G,,._A-_~ _______ _ 

I ..... v_ 

Control Number: --=E.'-\..;...\_~a...,\...;;'1'-<t,'-c..f......__ _____ _ I ~AY )~· ~ 
.-._/- ·~,.,,v. 

----- ... , • .:.!:., ... _ ..... -~ .. .._ 
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Reason _________ _ 

Signature. ________ _ 

Reason _________ _ 
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Reason _________ _ 

Signature<----------­

Reason ----------

REMARKS 

,, ... 
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~?, 

.,. 

OF C0SIODi 

Time Received b Date 

~, . _.., ,_ 
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8':0C) Signature 
1;,.,..: 1; .;~ ~~-~~ .. ;.; {. y :4 
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•,. • ••-.,,T; .. 

• • J ~ 

.., . - .... 
,.-.. . . .. ' 

·,.:. • Reason • • 
· ;fl: 1iJ~j- :Jf::\j·:-,_~-,,,/_-r_-._-_-. _-------

.., ,,..,,.... ., • '"~' ·r -

~.·.> • ,' .. :,: .: 

:,- ignature ---------- .. 
,.;-, 

Reason -, · ~ ::,?:t··\:·:}./:\r 
._ ~ ~ .. 

Signature ----------
Reason ----------

Signature ----------
Reason ------------

Signature ________ _ 

·Reason ________ _ 

Signature. _________ _ 

Reason _________ _ 

Signature ________ _ 
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• • 
FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95) 

-_!_-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 8/13/96 

l telephone I voluntarily 
appeared a~t--t-h_e_P_h_i~'~l-a~d-e~l-p~h""'"'ia Office of the FEDERAL BUREAU OF 
INVESTIGATION {FBI). He provided the following information: 

,,_ _______ ,..........,,,,--:-r-----=-----:------:~-----.:-:---r-----,elephone 
In his professional capacity,,__ ____ studies 

e ac ivit~ of the stock market. Following the crash of TWA 
Flight 800,f !began tracking stocks related to explosive 
detection devices. He advised that there are four major 
companies that manufacture explosive detection devices for use in 
airports. The devices function in different manners. Some act 
as "sniffers" for detecting devices located in hand-held luggage. 
Another type of device finds molecules of explosives on clothing, 
body, shoes, etc. There are four major companies that 
manufacture these devices and sell them to airports. One such 
company trading on the American Stock Exchange is THERMEDICS. 
THERMEDICS manufactures a device known as Egis. 

Of the four major companies that manufacture the 
explosive detection devices for airport use, none had significant 
stock trading activity from the period April 1, 1996, through 
July 30, lS,6, ;a;nrj;~g tol I The exception to this was 
THERMEDICS. ~---------advised that 75 shares were traded on 
July 17, 1996,e ore 8:45 p.m., the time of the TWA 800 crash. 
In addition, 200 options were purchased for THERMEDICS stocks 
prior to the crash. 

I I advised that the significance of this 
information is that an individual purchasing 200 stock options 
prior to the crash stands to make a substantial profit as the 
price of the stock rises. The stock price rises as investors 
purchase the stock speculating that the crash will result in 
additional sales of Egis type of equipmenT to airports worldwide. 

Investigation on 7 / 31/ 9 6 at Philadelphia, PA 

-File# 265A-NY-259028 
DET~•-------------\ 

by SA mtj 

Date dictated 8 / 5 / 9 6 __,, ____________ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, 
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SEARCHED _ INDEXED 
SERIALIZED y FILED .C 

• 
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To: Laborator.~rom: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 07/27/1996 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

• 
Laboratory Division.- Scientific Analysis Section at 

Washington, D.C. 

Materials Analysis Unit is requested to conduct 
scanning electron microscope (SEM) examinations of Items 2 and14 
to determine characterization of damage or to locate any 
microscopic traces of material from the aircraft or from any 
possible explosive device. 

♦♦ 

... 

.. 

2 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



• 
0002 MRI 01247 

00 Pl2 AFO ALO FBINY 

DE FBINY #0011 2782032 

ZNR UUUUU 

0 041957Z OCT 96 

• 

FM FBI NEW YORK (265A-NY-259028-A) (P) (I-46) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

ALL FBI FIELD OFFICES/IMMEDIATE/ 

ALL LEGATS/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: / /3540/ / 

PASS: FBIHQ FOR SSA~I ______ ____, 

SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; JULY 17, 

1996; AOT-IT-EID; 00:NY. 

THE FOLLOWING REPRESENTS A SUMMARY OF ACTIVITY PERTAINING 

TO OCTOBER 4, 1996. 

AS OF 3:00 P.M. ON OCTOBER 4, 1996, THE SUFFOLK COUNTY 

MEDICAL EXAMINER'S OFFICE REPORTS: 

TOTAL VICTIMS RECOVERED: 213 
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• • 
PAGE TWO DE FBINY 0011 UNCLAS 

TOTAL POSITIVE IDS: 212 

TOTAL POSITIVE IDS WITH 

FAMILY NOTIFICATION: 212 

GRUMMAN, LONG ISLAND EVIDENCE CONTROL CENTER OPERATION 

REPORTED: 

I. RECEIPT OF AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE: 

ON OCTOBER 2, 1996, A TOTAL OF 3 "LOTS" OF 

WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE WERE RECEIVED. ONE WAS A HELICOPTER LOAD. 

AMONG ITEMS CONTAINED IN THIS LOAD WERE FUSELAGE PORTIONS AND 

PARTS FROM THE CENTER FUEL TANK. 

ON OCTOBER 3, 1996, A TOTAL OF 6 "LOTS" OF 

WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE WERE RECEIVED. ONE WAS A HELICOPTER LOAD. 

AMONG ITEMS CONTAINED IN THIS LOAD WERE FUSELAGE PORTIONS AND 

PARTS FROM THE CENTER FUEL TANK. 

ALL OTHER LOTS WERE ITEMS WHICH HAS WASHED UP ON LOCAL 

BEACHES. 

II. ITEMS OF INTEREST: 

NONE NEW. 

METALLURGICAL AND CHEMICAL EXAMINATION OF ALL DEBRIS SET 

ASIDE ARE ONGOING. 

III. ITEMS OF LEAD VALUE: 
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.... • 
PAGE THREE DE FBINY 0011 UNCLAS 

NONE NEW. 

IV. ITEMS TO BE SENT TO THE LAB: 

TWO PIECES OF CABIN CARPET, BOTH RECOVERED WITH LOT 

9/24/96-16, HAVE EACH YIELDED POSITIVE INDICATORS FOR RDX ON 

ONE TEST MACHINE AND NOT THE OTHER. ONE OBTAINED A HIT ON THE 

EGIS MACHINE THAT THE ISM400 DID NOT CONFIRM. THE OTHER 

OBTAINED A HIT ON THE ISM400 AND NOT THE EGIS MACHINE. 

BOTH ARE BEING TRANSPORTED TO THE LAB AT FBIHQ FOR 

FURTHER ANALYSIS. 

V. PENDING DELIVERIES FROM RECOV~RY EFFORT: 

ONE OCTOBER 3-4, 1996, DUE TO ROUGH SEAS NO DIVE 

OPERATIONS ARE BEING CONDUCTED TODAY. 

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE: 

THE NAVY ADVISED THAT IT WILL BE ABLE TO COMPLETE ITS 

OPERATIONS IF IT IS AFFORDED SEVEN MORE DAYS OF GOOD WEATHER. 

FUTURE RECOVERY METHODS ARE BEING CONSIDERED. THE MOST 

LIKELY OF THESE IS THE USE OF SCALLOP TRAWLING. USING A 30 

FOOT WIDE RAKE AND NET OPENING, WHICH CAN PENETRATE THE SEABED 

6 TO 12 111 , THIS METHOD CAN COVER THE ENTIRE 25 SQUARE MILE 

AREA 3 RECOVERY AREA IN 64 DAYS, AT A COST OF $4,900.000.00. 
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• • 
PAGE FOUR DE FBINY 0011 UNCLAS 

THE SIZE OF THE NET OPENINGS WILL BE 2 SQUARE INCHES. NAVY'S 

SUPERVISOR OF SALVAGE WILL BE IN CHARGE OF THE OPERATIONS AND 

OCEANEERING WILL REMAIN INVOLVED IN THE DATABASE PLOTTING. 

BT 

#0011 

NNNN 
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• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL ·BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: Atlanta. ;f 

Date: 10/16/1996 

Attn: SAC David Johnson 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
Contact: SA~I _______ __, 

Approved By: I I 
Drafted By: ~-_______ ____,cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212)384-8276 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims,· two sets of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and 
a copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 
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To: • Atlanta From: 
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 

New York 
10/16/1996 • 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

Address: 

and Ashton Allen 

2 
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To: • Atlanta From: 
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 

New York 
10/16/1996 

3 

• 
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.. .. • To: Atlanta From: New York • Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/16/1996 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

ATLANTA 
at Atlanta 

Contact and interview ~1---------

Set Lead 2: 

ATLANTA 
at Macon RA 

Contact and interview~! ______ ___, 

♦♦ 

4 
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265A-NY-259028-SUB 

r:sl ...... N 

b6 
b7C 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



• (12/31/1995) • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: Birmingham 

Date: 10/16/1996 

Attn: SAC G. Robert Langford 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
Contact: SA~I _______ ____, 

Approved By· 1 I 

Drafted By: ·~-------~fg 
Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212)384-8276 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, two sets of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and 
a copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 
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To: , , h • B1rm1ng am From: New York • Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/16/1996 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

ower of attorne and 
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To: ••• Birmingham From: New York • Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/16/1996 

\ 
Address:! 
Victims: Barbara Scott, Joseph Scott, Michael Scott and Brenda Privette. 

Victims: Brend * also related to pb Scott.and 
Michael Scott. 
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To: ' • h • k B1rm1ng am From: New Yor 
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/16/1996 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

BIRMINGHAM 
at Huntsville RA 

Contact and interview 

♦♦ 
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.. ' • • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: Charlotte 

Date: 10/16/1996 

Attn: SAC William E. Perry 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
Contact: SA.._I _______ ...., 

Approved By· 1 I 
Drafted By: • ._ _______ ....,:cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212) 384-8276 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, three sets of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, 
and a copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Div1sion are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other reiations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 
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• To: Charlotte From: New York • Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/16/1996 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

Address: 

Note: of victim Charles Beatty, however, ... ! ____ ____, 
was the listed "po . t of contact". Please inquire. 
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To: 
Re: • Charlotte From: 

265A-NY-259028, 

Address: 

New York 
0/16/1996 

Tele hone Number: 

A aress: 
~neNumbe 
Victim:_ Rick L. Verhaeg e 

Address: 
Tele hone Number 

• 
and Paula Carven. 

Note: It has been requeste y of Lamar Otis Allen and 
I !of Ashton AllenNliat _L.. ___ ___,J1 __ om the Wilmington RA 

conduct the interviews of the fem ale members of the family on account of the 
sensitivity of the death of these family members. 
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- ,, . . 
To: Charlotte From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/16/1996 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

CHARLOTTE 
at Charlotte 

• 

Contact and interview 
-------ii L------------------' 

Set Lead 2: 

CHARLOTTE 
at Greenville RA 

Contact and interview~! _________ ___. 

Set Lead 3: 

CHARLOTTE 
at Wilmington RA 

Contact and interview~! ______ __. 

♦♦ 
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• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: Columbia .s \ 

Date: 10/16/1996 

Attn: SAC R. Dodge Frederick 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
Contact: SA ._I ______ ____, 

Approved By· 1 I 
Drafted By: ·--------~:cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212)384-8276 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and int~rview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
.family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, two sets of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and 
a copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 
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., To: 
Re: 

Columbia F!: 
265A-NY-259028, 

New York 
10/16/1996 • 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative .for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list o 
relationship to th 

person(s) to be interviewed and the 
victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

Vi . nd Lamar Otis Note: It has been 
requested ...._ ___ ____.. A...._ ______ om the Wilmington RA, 
Charlotte Division nduct the interviews of the female members of the family 
on account of the sitivity of the death of these family members. 
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,i To: 
Re: 

Columbia F!: 
265A-NY-259028, 

New York 
10/16/1996 
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To: 
Re: 

Columbia F!: 
265A-NY-259028, 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

COLUMBIA 

New York 
10/16/1996 

at Columbia 

• 

Contact and interview~l ______ ____,I· 

Set Lead 2: 

COLUMBIA 
at Florence RA 

Contact and interview~!--------~ 

♦♦ 
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1 • • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 
,,I 

To: Jacksonville 

Date: 10/16/1996 

Attn: SAC Tom Murphy 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
Contact: SAi ________ _ 

Approved By· 1 I 

Drafted By:. ~--------=cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, ·1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212)384-8276 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 
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,f 

To: 
Re: 

Jacksonvill~From: New York 
265A-NY-259028, 10/16/1996 • 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag11 or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart.-The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest th'at an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim (s) (if available) are as· follows: 
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To: •• Jacksonville From: New York • Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/16/1996 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

JACKSONVILLE 
at Fort Walton Beach RA 

Contact and interview_! ________ ____. 

♦♦ 
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• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: Miami 

Date: 10/16/1996 

Attn: SAC Paul Philip 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
Contact: SA~I _______ __, 

Approved 

Drafted 
By: I I 

By: ~-----------'cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212)384-8276 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

Ne\•;r York is reminding all off ices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations, feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 
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To: ••• Miami From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/16/1996 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

2 

b6 
b7C 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



To: . . • k Miami From: New Yor • Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/16/1996 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

MIAMI 
at Key West RA 

Contact and interview~!-------

♦♦ 

3 

b6 
b7C 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



• • 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: Richmond 

Date: 10/16/1996 

Attn: SAC Stanley Klein 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
Contact: SA_I _______ __. 

Approved By· 1 I 
Drafted By:. --------~:cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212) 384-8276 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrat"ive: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 
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To: 
' . 

Richmond From: 
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 

New York 
10/16/1996 • 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#Ell91005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 
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To: 
Re: 

Richmond F!: 
265A-NY-259028, 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

RICHMOND 

New York 
10/16/1996 

at Fredericksburg RA 

Contact and intervie~ _I---------

♦♦ 
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• • ..(12/31/1995) • • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: Tampa 

Date: 10/16/1996 

Attn: SAC Albert R. Robinson 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
Contact: SA~I-------~ 

Approved By· 1 I 
Drafted By: 

0 
_________ :cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212)384-8276 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, three sets of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, 
and a copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

~ ~ ) • ~ .. ',t-, 
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To: • Tampa From: New York • Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/16/1996 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#El191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

......,_..,..... _________ 1 _________ ___, 
Add I 
Tele 
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To: • Tampa From: New York • Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/16/1996 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

TAMPA 
at Pinellas RA 

Contact ang, int~~vi~w I b6 
b7C 

Set Lead 2: 

TAMPA 
at Sarasota RA 

Contact and interview I 

Set Lead 3: 

TAMPA 
at Tampa 

Contact and interview 

♦♦ 
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(12/31/1995) • • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: Laboratory 

Date: 09/20/1996 

Attn: SAS, EU/BDC 

From: New York 

I-46 0:4 
.Approved By: ~1---------=----~ 

Drafted By: ~--------____.lctv 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028-A (Pending) 
265A-NY-259028-FF1 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
07/17/96; 
AOT ._ IT; EOD; 

Synopsis: Transmittal of evidence to the Labor~tory Division. 

Package Copy: Being forwarded under separate cover is one 
package containing evidence seized in captioned matter. The 
below-listed items will be sent via Federal Express to the 
Laboratory Division. The evidence being submitted is described 
as follows: 

Item 2 - lBl0 
Item 4 - lBJ~ 

A black back pack 
A tan bag. 

Details: The above listed items were recovered from the Atlantic 
Ocean following the crash of TW~ Flight 800. Above items were 
previously submitted for chemical residue analyl:iis on1y;;: ~ .. They 
are being resubmitted for scanning electron mic:i:oscope (SEI-1) 
examination to attempt determine characterization of damage or to 
locate any microscopic traces of material frc-m the aircraff·~or· • 
from any possible explosive device. 

265A-NY-259028-SUB .A 

b6 
b7C 

SEARCHEO __ JNOEXED--:--=I 3$ ~ 
SERIALIZED -h,-FILED ;- __ 
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• (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Denver Attn: SAC Joseph C. Johnson 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
Contact: SAi._ ______ ~ 

Approved By: ... I _______ ~~/ 
Drafted By: ______ .... leg 

(212)384-8262 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 SUB AA8 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

,.3 
\ 

' " other'\ 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victim~' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
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• • To: Denver From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 SUB AAS, 10/15/1996 

could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredqing type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
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,. • • To: Denver From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 SUB AA8, 10/15/1996 

cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

Address: 
Telephone Number:~! ______ __, 
Victim: Doughlas Eshleman 

Address: '--------------..---------------1 
Telephone Number: 

L----....r-----'---, 
Victim: Arlene E Jo nsen 

I 
Address: I I ...._ ______________________ ___. 

Telephone Number:IL-______ ----11 

Victim: -Clara Ersoz 
Namik Ersoz 
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To: Denver • • From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 SUB AAS, 10/15/1996 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

DENVER 
at Denver 

Contact and interview 

Set Lead 2: 

DENVER 
at Grand Junction RA 

Contact and interview_! ________ _ 

Set Lead 3: 

DENVER 
at Boulder RA 

Contact and interview_! _______ ~ 

♦♦ 
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• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: Kansas City 

Date: 10/15/1996 

Attn: SAC David M. Tubbs 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Contact: SAi._ _____ __, 

Approved By: ._I _____ --+~v~, 

Drafted By: _____ l=cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212) 384-8262 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, two sets of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and 
a copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
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., • • To: Kansas City From: New 
York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/15/1996 

could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
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,) To: Kansas City 
York 

• 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10/15/1996 

• From: New 

Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of 
relationship to the 

to be interviewed and the 
(if available) are as follows: 

~ dress: L--------..--------.,__ _____ ___J 

Telephone Nurn~'?:L..-_____ ___,.-~-----·----, 
vi ct im : Jay~.~fJ{i'~t·klcit?son' 

.. r ~~~~_.,r....,..•~~ .. ...,i,~ -.,fi',.-_~tt-,,........__..,__ ___ ___, 

~ ' ... t -

Telephone Num • er·: L---=====------r------,-J 
Victim: Brenna andCnris1i 

(wrs·0, nk•i·fj'.-"''lc•c5"Uae '". e .•• '• : ........ ,., .. ,"''7"·'•"'1":•.•··· 
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• To: KanSc).S City 
I' York 

Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10/15/1996 

LEAD ( s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

KANSAS CITY 
at Kansas City 

Contact and interview 

I 

Set Lead 2: 

KANSAS CITY 
at Jefferson City RA 

Contact and interview 
andl I 

♦♦ 
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(12/31/1995) • • 
FEDERAL BUREAU. OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Las Vegas 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Attn: SAC Robert L. Siller 

Contact: SA!~--------' (212)384-8262 

Approved By: IL-----------!~\v~~· 
_____ l=cg Drafted By: 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

r·,~ 
\ 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin a~/or 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 1 

other 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, two sets of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and 
a copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
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To: 
From: 
Re: 

• Las Vegas 
New York 

265A-NY-259028 

• 
/ 10/15/1996 

could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1Bl2, evidence control 
#Ell91005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
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To: 
From: 
Re: 

Las Vegas 
New York • • 

265A-NY-259028 , 10/15/1996 

Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a .result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of 
relationship to the 

Address: 

to be interviewed and the 
(if available) are as follows: 

Telephone Numbe : 
Viet im: J:t~.11.:t~ '-.!;;,i,,.,."!"t."!',l,5:_e ____ =-' 

Stephani 

Address: 

Telephone ..... ~ .... 11.!g~::::,~,·i1:: n.~ ... -----~ 

Victim: James Hull 
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• 

To: 
From: 
Re: 

• Las Vegas 
New York 

265A-NY-259028 , 10/15/1996 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

LAS VEGAS 
at Las Vegas 

Contact and interview 

Set Lead 2: 

LAS VEGAS 
at Reno RA 

• 

Contact and interview ~1-------~ 

4 

b6 
b7C 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



U?LOADED 
WITH/TEXT t/ 
WITH/OUTTC(T ____ _ 

" ~ I I 81 ____ _:_l..:...-J1-1-1, (-;:;;-qr,.--
DATE; ____ ...!'.:.'17l::.i..-:..:...!.-..!.:---

• • 

bE 
bi 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Detroit Attn: SAC Joseph martinolich 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Contact: • SAi ______ ____, 

Approved By: .... I ______ ~&~~/ 
Drafted By: 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212)384-8262 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative:· New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, two sets of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and 
a copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct ·recor~ 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of thes~ questions need to be asked as these questions 
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To: 
From: 
Re: 

• Detroit 
New York 

265A-NY-259028 

• 
, 10/15/1996 

could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
ai~ing in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be. 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate locatio~ of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
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To: 
From: 
Re: 

• Detroit 
New York 

265A-::Y-25902 8 

• 
, 10/15/1996 

Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list o 
relationship to the 

to be interviewed and the 
(if available) are as follows: 
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• • To: Detroit 
From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10/15/1996 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

DETROIT 
at Detroit 

Contact and inte~view~I-------~ 

Set Lead 2: 

DETROIT 
at Oakland County RA 

Contact and interview~! _____ ____, 
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• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Chicago Attn: SAC Herbert L. Collins, Jr. 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Contact: SA~I------~ (212) 384-8262 

Approved By: .... I ______ ..,.•if-~~~,,' 

Drafted By: ______ l=cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks f.or the victim~' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
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To: Chicago • • From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10/is/1996 

could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the pag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
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• • To: Chicago 
From: New York 

Re: 265A-NY-259028 , lO/iS/1996 

Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 
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• • • To: Chicago 
From: New York 

Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10/IS/1996 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

CHICAGO 

at Chicago 

Contact and interview 
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• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: St. Louis Attn: SAC Wiley D. Thompson III 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Contact: SAi._ ______ ~ (212)384-8262 

Approved By: 

Drafted By: ,.__ ____ __,~cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

\ 

other 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional ~ictims' 
family members and/or relations need t~ be interviewed, that the 
interviewi~g Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
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To: 
Re: • St. Louis 

265A-NY-259028 
From: 

10/15/1996 
New York • 

could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
~xpertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1Bl2, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained ~xplosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has.determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
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,. • To: St. Louis 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 

From: New York 
, 10/15/1996 

• 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

Addres-s-: 

..._N_TJ. -:rr,-ii:-~-r-r-~-...f--------.....1 Telephone-
Victim: Oliver 

Ad ress: 

Telephone Numo'er:~----.---r-.....__--, 
Victim: Patric1a-Ander on 

~---►--~--~ ... a"Tso"'"'kY:n-e'"o~ay Seana Anderson 
..........,...,_.,........-~""·,;;j-·•J.•· 
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• To: St. Louis 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

ST.LOUIS 

at St. Louis 

From: New York 
/ 10/15/1996 

• 

Contact and interview 
L--------------------' 
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• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: Houston 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Attn: SAC Don K. Clark 

Date: 10/15/1996 

Contact: SA_I ______ ..... (212) 384-8262 

Approved By: .___ ___ __.li~tt/ 

Drafted By: _____ ..... ~cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions fov•victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
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• To: Houston 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 

• From: New York 
, 10/15/1996 

could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag ha·s sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agerit should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
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To: 
Re: • Houston 

265A-NY-259028 
From: 

, 10/15/1996 
New l.k 

cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

A ress: 

•Address: 

Telephone~-

Victim: 
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,., • To: Houston 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

HOUSTON 

at Houston 

• From: New York 
, 10/15/1996 

Contact and interview 
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• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: Little Rock 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Date: 10/15/1996 

Attn: SAC Ivian C. Smith 

Contact: SA~I------~ (212) 384-8262 

Approved By: 

Drafted By: 

-----hl)\\~. 
____ pg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims 1 

family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims 1 families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims 1 families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
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" • • To: Little Rock From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10/15/1996 

could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are .. to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1~12, evidence control 
#Ell91005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosiv~ device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
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Ir • • To: Little Rock From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 / 10/15/1996 

cause of that explosion, w~ether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

Address: 
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• • To: Little Rock From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10/15/1996 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

LITTLE ROCK 

at Fayetteville RA 

Contact and interview~! ________ __, 
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• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUR~U OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Minneapolis Attn: SAC Roger Wheeler 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Contact: SA_! ______ ~ 

Approved By: .... I ________ l>\~G 
\i[, \. "~ 

Drafted By: ____ ____.I= cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212) 384-8262 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
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To: 
From: 
Re: 

• Minneapolis 
New York 

265A-NY-259028 

• 
' , 10/15/1996 

could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though-they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1Bl2, evidence control 
#El191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 

. the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
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To: Minneapolis 
From: New York 

• 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 

• 
• f 10/15/1996 

Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

Address: 

Telephone Number: ,,.._ __ 
Victim: Jill Watson 

40! lA ,.a~~.,i"""7, ~ . -
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• • To: Minneapolis 
From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 • , l0/+5/1996 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

MINNEAPOLIS 

at Minneapolis 

Contact and interview 
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• • (12/31/1995) 

t=EDERAL BUREµlU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Phoenix Attn: SAC Bruce Gebhardt 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Contact: SAi (212)384-8262 

Approved By: .___----~~q_~l✓ 
..._ _____ leg Drafted By: 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
~ecessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview . 

. 
Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

b6 
b7C 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



To: 
Re: • Phoenix 

265A-NY-259028 • From: New York 
, 10/15/1996 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#Ell91005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or,name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residu~, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of ~he shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
cqntained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

ress: J .......,....... .. -
Telephone um )~,;:,: --------,I 
v· t· k '· I 

J.C J.m: • ):,l;l)O. ,Y\~:i;_ 
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To: 
Re: • Phoenix 

265A-NY-259028 

Address: 

Address: 

Telephone 
Victim: F 

-CJ.a..:i:-:r::e-

From~New York 
, 10/15/1996 

I 

I 

I . 
==-:------' 
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" 
To: 
Re: • Phoenix 

265A-NY-259028 

LEAD (s): 

set Lead 1: 

PHOENIX 

at Phoenix 

, 10/15/1996 

Contact and interview and I 1 ______ ___. 
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• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUR~U OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Dallas Attn: Acting SAC James S. Adams 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Contact: SA~I ______ __. 

Approved By: ,__-----~~ei't~ 
Drafted By: -------~cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212)384-8262 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or oth 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
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l __ ~ 

• To: Dallas 
From: 
Re: 

New York 
265A-NY-259028 

• 
, 10/15/1996 

could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with b~ing near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
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" • To: Dallas 
From: 
Re: 

New York 
265A-NY-259028 

• 
, 10/15/1996 

Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

Addresp: 

Telephor.1e- -,N:umbef ~t ..._ ______ .,...._. 

Victim: Alicia'Nelson 
• ., " .,. ••• ~' ",.,.,:·: ),,- ~, t ·,,,' .,_ '~ ~ ~ ....... ...,...,....,..__. 
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• • To: Dallas 
From: 
Re: 

New York 
265A-NY-259028 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

DALLAS 

at Plano RA 

• 
, 10/15/1996 

Contact and interview~!------------~ 
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(12/31/199S) • • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Memphis Attn: SAC John Hancock 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Contact: SA_! ___ .....,.. __ ~ 

Approved By: l....._ ____ -----1~~ 

Drafted By: ____ __.I: cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212)384-8262 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs o~ an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview question~ for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packebs 
containing the necessary record checks and qµ~~tion~ to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on th~ victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing .Agent to•conduct recor.d 
checks for the victims' family members and/or .Q.tP~.i relations.!. 

New York is rem~~ding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions d'. 
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To: Memphis • • From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10/15/1996 

could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#Ell91005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag11 or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims 1 family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
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To: Memphis • • From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10/15/1996 

Investigators continue to evaluate the wreqkage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of 
relationship to the 

Address: 

person(s) 

\tim(s) 

I 

to be interviewed and the 
(if available) are as follows: 
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To: Memphis 
From: New York • 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

MEMPHIS 

at Columbia RA 

• 
, 10/15/1996 

Contact and interview~! ________ ____. 
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(12/31/1995) • • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Seattle Attn: SAC Burdena Pasenelli 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
contact: SA_I ______ -

Approved By: _! _______ -

Drafted By: _I _____ __ tf 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212)384-8274 

synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: Enclosed for the Seattle Division are 
interviewing packets containing the necessary record checks and 
questions to be asked when interviewing the victims' families and 
associates. These record checks were performed on the victims 
only. It is within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to 
conduct record checks on any interviewees. New York requests 
that if additional victims' relations need to be interviewed, 
recipients set forth any appropriate leads as necessary and 
advise New York accordingly. 

When conducting the interviews, New York cautions 
that the enclosed questions are delicate and could potentially 
trigger strong emotional responses. These interviews, therefore, 
should be handled in a non-adversarial manner. The victims' 
family and associates are to be afforded the opportunity to aid 
in the investigation; They are not to be made to feel as though 
they are the subject of the investigation. New York is thereby 
leaving the phra~ing of these questions up to the· expertise of 
the interviewing Agent and assumes that ~hese interviews will be 
handled with the utmost consideration for all parties involved. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, four photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a copy 
of interview questions for victims' families and associates. 

Details: Investigation is continuing in New York to determine 
the cause of TWA Flight 800 en route to Paris, France from New 
York's Kennedy airport to catastrophically explode in midair. It 
is believed that a fuel explosion occurred in the center, .fuel 
tank of the victim aircraft. Investigators continue to f?YS.J-1,la:t~ 

"I I ~ 
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To: • Seattle From: 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 

New York 
10/15/1996 • 

the wreckage to determine the cause of that explosion, whether it 
is a result of a mechanical malfunction, an explosive device 
aboard the plane or a missile strike. 

A tan bag was found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 
800 by U.S. Navy divers. Photographs of this bag have been 
enclosed for possible identification by the interviewee. The bag 
is labeled as Item #4 from 1Bl2, evidence control #Ell91005 and 
may have been a carry-on bag from one of the victims. The bag has 
no "checked bag tag" or name identification affixed to it. In 
addition, the bag does not appear on the cargo manifest and is of 
a size consistent with a carry-on type bag. 

This bag has sustained shredding type damage that may 
be consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for an explosive 
residue, however, it does not rule out the possibility that it 
may have sustained explosive damage. Displaying the photograph 
of the bag to the interviewees is left to the discretion of the 
interviewing Agent. It is recognized that displaying the 
photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an explosive 
device was contained inside the bag. The Agent should, therefore 
advise the interviewee that the bag was .in close proximity to an 
explosive event, and that the damage to the bag is not 
necessarily the result of an explosive device. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to the cause of TWA Flight 800. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) is as follows: 

Telephone Number: 
Victims: Marit RhoaL.d-s-:_-_-_-_-_-_-_-..... -.J& Harry Rhoads ... ! _____ _. 

Victim: Sandra Meade 

Telephone Number: ... I ____ .... !Victim: Katrina Rose ._I ___ __, 

L-----r------.---------r---..,_ _ ___.Telephone 
Number:L...-____ _.,V..........,ictims: Francis Gasq ...._ _ ___,& 
Claire Gasq.__ ____ .... 
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To: • Seattle From: 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 

LEAD (s): 

set Lead 1: 

Seattle 
at Everett RA 

New York 
10/15/1996 • 

________ c.._o...,n ... t...,act and interview I I and Mr. & Mrs. ...__ ______ ___.I ..... _____ ____,_ 

set Lead 2: 

Seattle 
at Tacoma RA 

Contact and interview 

♦♦ 
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• • ~ (i2/31/1995) • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Portland Attn: SAC Kathleen L. Mcchesney 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
contact: SA_I ______ _. 

Approved By:I l 
Drafted By:~--------~ f 

Case XD #: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212)384-8274 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: Enclosed for the Portland Division are 
interviewing packets containing the necessary record checks and 
questions to be asked when interviewing the victims' families and 
associates. These record checks were performed on the victims 
only. It is within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to 
conduct record checks on any interviewees. New York requests 
that if additional victims' relations need to be interviewed, 

• recipients set forth any appropriate leads as necessary and 
advise New York accordingly. 

When conducting the interviews, New York cautions 
that the enclosed questions are delicate and could potentially 
trigger strong emotional responses. These interviews, therefore, 
should be handled in a non-adversarial manner. The victims' 
family and associates are to be afforded the opportunity to aid 
in the investigation; They are not to be made to feel as though 
they are the subject of the investigation. New York is thereby 
leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the expertise of 
the interviewing Agent and assumes that these interviews will be 
handled with the utmost consideration for all parties involved. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, four photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a copy 
of interview questions for victims' families and associates. 

Details: Investigation is continuing in New York to. det,er:inj,.l'.le 
the cause of TWA Flight 800 en route to Paris, france from New 
York's Kennedy airport to catastrophically explode in 1midair~ rt: 
is believed that a fuel explosion occurred in the c~nter fuel 
tank of the victim aircraft. Investigators continue to evaluate 
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To: 
Re: • Portland 

265A-NY-259028 
From: New York 

10/15/1996 • 
the wreckage to determine the cause of that explosion, whether it 
is a result of a mechanical malfunction, an explosive device 
aboard the plane or a missile strike. 

A tan bag was found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 
800 by U.S. Navy divers. Photographs of this bag have been 
enclosed for possible identification by the interviewee. The bag 
is labeled as Item #4 from 1Bl2, evidence control #Ell91005 and 
may have been a carry-on bag from one of the victims. The bag has 
no "checked bag tag" or name identification affixed to it. In 
addition, the bag does not appear on the cargo manifest and is of 
a size consistent with a carry-on type bag. 

This bag has sustained shredding type damage that may 
be consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for an explosive 
residue, however, it does not rule out the possibility that it 
may have sustained explosive damage. Displaying the photograph 
of the bag to the interviewees is left to the discretion of the 
interviewing Agent. It is recognized that displaying the 
photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an explosive 
device was contained inside the bag. The Agent should, therefore 
advise the interviewee that the bag was in close proximity to an 
explosive event, and that the damage to the bag is not 
necessarily the result of an explosive device. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to the cause of TWA Flight 800. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if avai~able) is as follows: 

Telephone Number: Victims: Susan Hill Houc _____ ..... ------
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• • ... To: Portland From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 10/15/1996 

LEAD (s): 

set Lead 1: 

Portland 
at Portland 

Contact and interview~! _________ ___. 

♦♦ 
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• (12/31/1995) • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date: 10/15/1996 Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: San Francisco Attn: SAC Jim Freeman 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
contact: SA~I------~ 

Approved By: I 
...======::::::;--

Drafted By: l..._ _____ -ltf 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212)384-8274 

synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: Enclosed for the San Francisco Division are 
interviewing packets containing the necessary record checks and 
questions to be asked when interviewing the victims' families and 
associates. These record checks were performed on the victims 
only. It is within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to 
conduct record checks on any interviewees. New York requests 
that if additional victims' relations need to be interviewed, 
recipients set forth any appropriate leads as necessary and 
advise New York accordingly. 

When conducting the interviews, New York cautions 
that the enclosed questions are delicate and could potentially 
trigger strong emotional responses. These interviews, therefore, 
should be handled in a non-adversarial manner. The victims' 
family and associates are to be afforded the opportunity to aid 
in the investigation; They are not to be m.ade to feel as though 
they are the subject of the investigation. New York is thereby 
leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the expertise of 
the interviewing Agent and assumes that these interviews will be 
handled with the utmost consideration .for -all parties involved-

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, four photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a copy 
of interview questions for victims' families and associates. 

Details: Investigation is continuing in New York to determine 
the cause of TWA Flight 800 en route to Paris, France from New 
York's Kennedy airport to catastrophically explode in midair. It 
is believed that a fuel explosion occurred in the center fuel 
tank of the victim aircraft. Investigators continue to evaluate 
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To: 
Re: 

San Francis. 
265A-NY-259028 

From: New York 
10/15/1996 • 

the wreckage to determine the cause of that explosion, whether it 
is a result of a mechanical malfunction, an explosive device 
aboard the plane or a missile strike. 

A tan bag was found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 
800 by U.S. Navy divers. Photographs of this bag have been 
enclosed for possible identification by the interviewee. The bag 
is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control #E1191005 and 
may have been a carry-on bag from one of the victims. The bag has 
no "checked bag tag" or name identification affixed to it. In 
addition, the bag does not appear on the cargo manifest and is of 
a size consistent with a carry-on type bag. 

This bag has sustained shredding type damage that may 
be consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for an explosive 
residue, however, it does not rule out the possibility that it 
may have sustained explosive damage. Displaying the photograph 
of the bag to the interviewees is left to the discretion of the 
interviewing Agent. It is recognized that displaying the 
photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an explosive 
device was contained inside the bag. The Agent should, therefore 
advise the interviewee that the bag was in close proximity to an 
explosive event, and that the damage to the bag is not 
necessarily the result of an explosive device. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to the cause of TWA Flight 800. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) is as follows: 

Telephone Number: L-----r-----,. ____ __.J 

Victim: Betty Ruth Martin ,...._ __ __, 

I I 
Telephone Number: .... I ______ ___,IVictim:Cyril Grivet 

I r Telephone Number: .... I _____ !Victim: Daniel Gabor .... 1 __ 

.._I _ ____.I Victims: Anneli Raili and Donald Gough. 
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To: 
Re: 

•• San Francisco 
265A-NY-259028 

From: New York 
10/15/1996 • 

I I Telephone 
L..,,-,N"""u-m"""'b-e-r:-:_!-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-.... ""t!V,,.,,,...ic...,ti,...m_:.....,,,.St_e_v-en......,,,Gr,-a"""h_a_m---rl:~==I 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

San Francisco 
at concord RA 

Contact and interview I 

Set Lead 2: 

San Francisco 
at Oakland RA 

Contact and interview 
L.....------------1~ 

Set Lead 3: 

San Francisco 
at San Rafael RA 

Contact and interview I 

♦♦ 

3 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



WITH/OUT TEXT ____ _ 

BY---~fl'~/~f 
DATE (~~ (J~~ 

• • 

265A·N:, ·259028-SUS 'f'r-1/0J3) 
cv.nCNav • -• -- 1;,-0e-,El) 
t~lllALIZ~" . c '" ~" __ , " ·•• ---.FllliO x- p 

GCT 1 G 1£S3 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



(12/31/1995) • ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: San Diego Attn: SAC Robert Walsh 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
contact: SA_I ______ _ 

Approved By: I._ ______ ...., 
Drafted By: tf 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212)384-8274 

synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: Enclosed for the San Diego Division are 
interviewing packets containing the necessary record checks and 
questions to be asked when interviewing the victims' families and 
associates. These record checks were performed on the victims 
only. It is within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to 
conduct record checks on any interviewees. New York requests 
that if additional victims' relations need to be interviewed, 
recipients set forth any appropriate leads as necessary and 
advise New York accordingly. 

When conducting the interviews, New York cautions 
that the enclosed questions are delicate and could potentially 
trigger strong emotional responses. These interviews, therefore, 
should be handled in a non-adversarial manner. The victims' 
family and associates are to be afforded the opportunity to aid 
in the investigation; They are not to be made to feel as though 
they are the subject of the investigation. New York is thereby 
leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the expertise of 
the interviewing Agent and assumes that these interviews will be 
handled with the utmost consideration for all parties involved. 

Enclosures: Packets containing. information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, four photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a copy 
of interview questions for victims' families and associates. 

Details: Investigation is continuing in New York to determine 
the cause of TWA Flight 800 en route to Paris, France from New 
York's Kennedy airport to catastrophically explode in midair. It 
is believed that a fuel explosion occurred in the center fuel 
tank of the victim aircraft. Investigators continue to evaluate 
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To: 
Re: 

San Diego • 
265A-NY-259028 

From: New York 
10/15/1996 • 

the wreckage to determine the cause of that explosion, whether it 
is a result of a mechanical malfunction, an explosive device 
aboard the plane or a missile strike. 

A tan bag was found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 
800 by U.S. Navy divers. Photographs of this bag have been 
enclosed for possible identification by the interviewee. The bag 
is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control #El191005 and 
may have been a carry-on bag from one of the victims. The bag has 
no "checked bag tag" or name identification affixed to it. In 
addition, the bag does not appear on the cargo manifest and is of 
a size consistent with a carry-on type bag. 

This bag has sustained shredding type damage that may 
be consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for an explosive 
residue, however, it does not rule out the possibility that it 
may have sustained explosive damage. Displaying the photograph 
of the bag to the interviewees is left to the discretion of the 
interviewing Agent. It is recognized that displaying the 
photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an explosive 
device was contained inside the bag. The Agent should, therefore 
advise the interviewee that the bag was in close proximity to an 
explosive event, and that the damage to the bag is not 
necessarily the result of an explosive device. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to the cause of TWA Flight 800. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) is as follows: 

Telephone Number: .... I _____ IVictims: Lani Warren I,___ _ _. 
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To: 
Re,: 

San Diego • 
265A-NY-259028 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead l: 

San Diego 

From: 

at San Diego 

New York 
10/15/1996 • 

Contact and interview~! ______ ....., 

♦♦ 
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. . • (12/31/1995) • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Sacramento Attn: SAC Richard Ross 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
contact: sAI._ _____ ___.I (212)384-8274 

Approved By: I 
:=======:::;-.... 

Drafted By: -I _____ I tf 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: Enclosed for the Sacramento Division are 
interviewing packets containing the necessary record checks and 
questions to be asked when interviewing the victims' families and 
associates. These record checks were performed on the victims 
only. It is within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to 
conduct record checks on any interviewees. New York requests 
that if additional victims' relations need to be interviewed, 
recipients set forth any appropriate leads as necessary and 
advise New York accordingly. 

When conducting the interviews, New York cautions 
that the enclosed questions are delicate and could potentially 
trigger strong emotional responses. These interviews, therefore, 
should be handled in a non-adversarial manner. The victims' 
family and associates are to be afforded the opportunity to aid 
in the investigation; They are not to be made to feel as though 
they are the subject of the investigation. New York is thereby 
leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the expertise of 
the interviewing Agent and assumes that these interviews will be 
handled with the utmost consideration for all parties involved. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, four photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a copy 
of interview questions for victims' families and associates. 

Details: Investigation is continuing in New York to determine 
the cause of TWA Flight 800 en route to Paris, France from New 
York's Kennedy airport to catastrophically explode in midair. It 
is believed that a fuel explosion occurred in the center fuel 
tank of the victim aircraft. Investigators continue to evaluate 
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To: Sacramento • Re: 265A-NY-259028 
From: New York 

10/15/1996 • 
the wreckage to determine the cause of that explosion, whether it 
is a result of a mechanical malfunction, an explosive device 
aboard the plane or a missile strike. 

A tan bag was found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 
800 by U.S. Navy divers. Photographs of this bag have been 
enclosed for possible identification by the interviewee. The bag, 
is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control #E1191005 and 
may have been a carry-on bag from one of the victims. The bag has 
no "checked bag tag" or name identification affixed to it. In 
addition, the bag does not appear on the cargo manifest and is of 
a size consistent with a carry-on type bag. 

This bag has sustained shredding type damage that may 
be consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for an explosive 
residue, however, it does not rule out the possibility that it 
may have sustained explosive damage. Displaying the photograph 
of the bag to the interviewees is left to the discretion of the 
interviewing Agent. It is recognized that displaying the 
photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an explosive 
device was contained inside the bag. The Agent should, therefore 
advise the interviewee that the bag was in close proximity to an 
explosive event, and that the damage to the bag is not 
necessarily the result of an explosive device. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to the cause of TWA Flight 800. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) is as follows: 

Telephone Number: Victims: Elias Luevano _____ _. L------' 

Telephone Number: .... I _____ !Victims: Twyla Nelson I 

Telephone Number: Victims: Melinda Torche . .__ ____ ___. 
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To: 
Re: 

Sacramento • 
265A-NY-259028 

LEAD (s): 

set Lead 1: 

Sacramento 

From: New York 
10/15/1996 

at Sacramento 

Contact and interview 

set Lead 2: 

Sacramento 
at Redding RA 

• 

Contact and interview_! _________ -

♦♦ 
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• , (12/31/1995) • ·• 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Los Angeles Attn: SAC Tom McNally 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
Contact: SA_I _______ (212)384-8274 

Approved By: I 
........ _____ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_-_-_-_-.... - .... 

Drafted By: _I ______ .... I tf 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: Enclosed for the Los Angeles Division are 
interviewing packets containing the necessary record checks and 
questions to be asked when interviewing the victims' families and 
associates. These record checks were performed on the victims 
only. It is within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to 
conduct record checks for any interviewees. New York requests 
that if additional victims' relations need to be interviewed, 
recipients set forth any appropriate leads as necessary and 
advise New York accordingly. 

When conducting the interviews, New York cautions 
that the enclosed questions are delicate and could potentially 
trigger strong emotional responses. These interviews, therefore, 
should be handled in a non-adversarial manner. The victims' 
family and associates are to be afforded the opportunity to aid 
in the investigation; They are not to be made to feel as though 
they are the subject of the investigation. New York is thereby 
leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the expertise of 
the interviewing Agent and assumes that these interviews will be 
handled with the utmost consideration for all parties involved. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, four photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a copy 
of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Investigation is continuing in New York to determine 
the cause of TWA Flight 800 en route to Paris, France from New 
York's Kennedy airport to catastrophically explode in midair. It 
is believed that a fuel explosion occurred in the center fuel 
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To: Los Angeles • Re: 265A-NY-259028 
From: New York 

10/15/1996 • 
tank of the victim aircraft. Investigators continue to evaluate 
the wreckage to determine the cause of that explosion, whether it 
is a result of a mechanical malfunction, an explosive device 
aboard the plane or a missile strike. 

A tan bag was found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 
800 by U.S. Navy divers. Photographs of this bag have been 
enclosed for possible identification by the interviewee. The bag 
is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control #E1191005 and 
may have been a carry-on bag from one of the victims. The bag has 
no "checked bag tag" or name identification affixed to it. In 
addition, the bag does not appear on the cargo manifest and is of 
a size consistent with a carry-on type bag. 

This bag has sustained shredding type damage that may 
be consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for an explosive 
residue, however, it does not rule out the possibility that it 
may have sustained explosive damage. Displaying the photograph 
of the bag to the interviewees is left to the discretion of the 
interviewing Agent. It is recognized that displaying the 
photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an explosive 
device was contained inside the bag. The Agent should, therefore 
advise the interviewee that the bag was in close proximity to an 
explosive event, and that the damage to the bag is not 
necessarily the result of an explosive device. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to the cause of TWA Flight 800. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) is as follows: 

Telephone Number: 1-I ____ ____,Victim: Yondatan Rojany.._j __ _. 

Telephone Number: Victim: Dalila Lucien .__ ____ _. 

Telephone Number:._j ____ ____,jv1ct1m: Anamana Shorter_j __ _ 

Telephone Number: Victim: 
--- .,;--...;...i.--~-----1 
Ralph Kevorkian, Pilot L...----....1 
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To: 
Re: • Los Angeles 

265A-NY-259028 
From: New York 

10/15/1996 • 
~ Telephone 

L...-N_u_m_b_e-r::_1-_-_-_-_-_-_ -_-_-:p-ic_ti_m_:_M_o-ni-q-ue-C-he_m_t_o_b ... l:~~~~I 

._I ------r--------,......,....----------r------,-------1 Telephone 
Number: .... I ____ .....,fictim: William Story .... l ___ ..... 

Victim: Andrew Krukar .... l ___ ..... 

Telephone Number: Victim: Seana Anderson ____ ....., ,._ __ ....., 
........,,..,..... ......... ------,--=-==---.----==------=~,--------'I Telephone 

Number: ... I ____ .... !; Victim: Brent Richey .... !_....., 
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. ,. • To: Los Angeles From: New York 
10/15/1996 Re: 265A-NY-259028 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

Los Angeles 
at Los Angeles 

Contact and interview 

• 

and b6 

I L-------------------' b7C 

Set Lead 2: 

Los Angeles 
at Redundo Beach RA 

Contact and interview I 
Set Lead 3: 

Los Angeles 
at Santa Ana RA 

Contact and interview I 

Set Lead 4: 

Los Angeles 
at Ventura RA 

Contact and interview! __________ __. 

♦♦ 
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l • (12/31/1995) • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Honolulu Attn: SAC John H. Schiman 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
Contact: SAi 

Approved By: I I 
.-!=======::;--' 

Drafted By: _I _______ ltf 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212)384-8274 

synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: Enclosed for the Honolulu Division are 
interviewing packets containing the necessary record checks and 
questions to be asked when interviewing the victims' families and 
associates. These record checks were performed on the victims 
only. It is within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to 
conduct record checks on any interviewees. New York requests 
that if additional victims' relations need to be interviewed, 
recipients set forth any appropriate leads as necessary and 
advise New York accordingly. 

When conducting the interviews, New York cautions 
that the enclosed questions are delicate and could potentially 
trigger strong emotional responses. These interviews, therefore, 
should be handled in a non-adversarial manner. The victims' 
family and associates are to be afforded the opportunity to aid 
in the investigation; They are not to be made to feel as though 
they are the subject of the investigation. New York is thereby 
leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the expertise of 
the interviewing Agent and assumes that these interviews will be 
handled with the utmost consideration for all parties involved. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, four photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a copy 
of interview questions for victims' families and associates. 

Details: Investigation is continuing in New York to determine 
the cause of TWA Flight 800 en route to Paris, France from New 
York's Kennedy airport to catastrophically explode in midair. It 
is believed that a fuel explosion occurred in the center fuel 
tank of the victim aircraft. Investigators continue to evaluate 
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To: 
Re: • Honolulu 

265A-NY-259028 
From: New York 

10/15/1996 • 
the wreckage to determine the cause of that explosion, whether it 
is a result of a mechanical malfunction, an explosive device 
aboard the plane or a missile strike. 

A tan bag was found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 
800 by U.S. Navy divers. Photographs of this bag have been 
enclosed for possible identification by the interviewee. The bag 
is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control #E1191005 and 
may have been a carry-on bag from one of the victims. The bag has 
no "checked bag tag" or name identification affixed to it. In 
addition, the bag does not appear on the cargo manifest and is of 
a size consistent with a carry-on type bag. 

This bag has sustained shredding type damage that may 
be consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for an explosive 
residue, however, it does not rule out the possibility that it 
may have sustained explosive damage. Displaying the photograph 
of the bag to the interviewees is left to the discretion of the 
interviewing Agent. It is recognized that displaying the 
photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an explosive 
device was contained inside the bag. The Agent should, therefore 
advise the interviewee that the bag was in close proximity to an 
explosive event, and that the damage to the bag is not 
necessarily the result of an explosive device. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to the cause of TWA Flight 800. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) is as follows: 

Telephone Number: 
Victims: Judith Yee======a-n"""'.d"""P,,...a-t"""'ri--4cia Loo ... l ___ _. 
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. )., • To: Honolulu From: 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

Honolulu 
at Honolulu 

New York 
10/15/1996 • 

Contact and interview _I ____ _ 
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• (12/31/1995) • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: SAC, BIRMINGHAM 

From: ADIC, NEW YORK 
JTTF/I-46 
contact: SA 

Approved By: 

Drafted By: ,___ ____ ____.l:pc 

Date: 10/23/1996 

(212)384-8262 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: 'UNSUB (S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

b6 
b7C 

/ 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other ~✓-~ 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. ~-~~ 
Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' Q\_-
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the ~.) 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division in an interviewing packet 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up,--t.0----the· -------r-•- 1 
7xpert~se of. the interviewin9' Agent and assumes. tna,j:_ t1;-.e_s·~.;;-;~;,L ·- • ..1 

inte:vie~s will be handled with the utmost consi~eratioh for all \ 
parties involved. I , 1 •. , 1,1· .. ~ 

' t V 'l • J • 1 
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• • To: SAC, BIRMINGHAM From: ADIC, NEW YORK 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 10/23/1996 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. ~ 
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I • To: SAC, BIRMINGHAM 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 

From: ADIC, NEW YORK 
10/23/1996 • 

A list of pe"irson(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the vibtim(s) (if available) are as follows: 
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• To: SAC, BIRMINGHAM 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

BIRMINGHAM 

From: ADIC, NEW YORK 
10/23/1996 

at Huntsville RA 

Contact and interview 

♦♦ 
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(12/31/1995) • • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: LEGAT, ROME 

From: ADIC, NEW YORK 
JTTF/I-46 
Contact: SA_I _______ _ 

Approved By: ~~ 
~----------. -----.~\ 

Drafted By: ._ _____ ____.IPc 

Date: 10/28/1996 

(212)384-8262 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. () 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' \ 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices and legats set forth any appropriate 
leads as necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonicall 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, two sets of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and 
a copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division is an interviewing packet 
9ontaining the necessary record checks (if available) and 
questions to be asked when interviewing the victims' families 
and/or other relations. These record checks were performed on the 
victims only. It is within the discretion of the interviewing 
Agent to conduct record checks for the victims' family members 
and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 
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To: • LEGAT, ROME 8rom: ADIC, NEW YORK • Re: 265A-NY-259028 10/28/1996 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers-. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1Bl2, evidence control 
#Ell91005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no pchecked bag tagp or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag . 

. The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate locati0~ of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 
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To: • LEGAT, ROME From: ADIC, NEW YORK • Re: 265A-NY-259028 10/28/1996 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

Victim: 
,f ~- ~"-~!lo._ II<- .... '-:,,.·· -: n: 

V.i:ict±m: Maurg.,,.t.g· -_ ~~~:.. ,_,,, .. ""' ..... ,_-,,;,,.",',,'"•/:, ... ----- \ •• 

• ,, 
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• To: LEGAT; ROME From: ADIC, NEW YORK 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 10/28/1996 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

ROME. ITALY 

Contact and interview! 

]?]? 
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(12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: LEGAT, BRUSSELS 

From: ADIC, NEW YORK 
JTTF/I-46 

Date: 10/28/1996 

Contact: SAi ____ .,,.... _ ____, (212)384-8262 

Approved By: ~ 
Drafted By:-1 ----_-_-_-_-_-_-_-:..,-1:_p_c_, 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices and legats set forth any appropriate 
leads as necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packet containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division is an interviewing packet 
containing the necessary record checks (if available) and 
questions to be asked when interviewing the victims' families 
and/or other relations. These record checks were performed on the 
victims only. It is within the discretion of the interviewing 
Agent to conduct record checks for the victims' family members 
and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling j;l.~.-thoU§f•l:1-·t-hew·are-: 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target ~f it. Ne,w,_Y.ork i-s· - ' 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questiorts .. -up 1-!!o-t:iie' -.~ \ 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assume§s tha4, 1t:q.e~Et,.:.;.,, l 
interviews will be handled with the utmost co~sidera:t'ion f'br all'; 

t . ,_ 'fr: - •• ~ 
\;r;.,r,;,_.-:f' - l ,. , , . , -

--•,;111 •(:f·' , ·- • ,,'Jd,' , - - ·• ·' " ..... ~ ".:.!, - - - .. -.~ ... ,.--· -~ ..... 
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-To: LEGAT, BRUSSELS From: ADIC, NEW YORK • Re: 265A-NY-259028 10/28/1996 

parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no pchecked bag tagp or name • 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

' For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

2 
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To: LEGAT, BRUss1 From: ADIC, 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 10/28/1996 

NEW YORK • 
A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 

relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

',~---" ~ t 

'-"< -· 
x· ., ~'="='"'__,,....,...--=__,..,....,..----,.-=--.....---------------' 

: V:CL<;_t;LJ!li.,...aoJ;,.t.;l. \~· 
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I • To: LEGAT, BRUSSE S From: ADIC, NEW YORK 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 10/28/1996 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

Brussels, Belgium 

Contact and interview~! ________ __, 

pp 
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(12/31/199S) • 

!....._____ __ _ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: PRIORITY 

To: FBI Headquarters 
Los Angeles 

d--Ne'W York 

Date: 10/25/1996 

Attn: SA I JFF~T,,__----,I~--4~6.,,.... __ _. 

From: Denver 
Squad 14 
Contact: SA I 

Approved By: 

--======== ...... 
Drafted By: .__ _________ ..... l:tls 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028-SUB 
265A-NY-259028-SUB 

Title: UNSUB(S); 

A-~ Pending) 
AA, (Pending) 

l'&7 

EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT - IT - EID 

Synopsis: Lead number TW3759 covered. 

Enclosures: Enclosed for New York are investigative inserts 
regarding investigation at Laramie, Wyoming. Enclosed for Los 
Angeles are the original communication to Denver from New York, 
interview questions for TWA Flight 881 passengers and Denver's 
investigative inserts. 

Details: New York EC requested that the Denver Division locate 
and interview p;~sengerl lDOB I I visiting !j Laramie, Wyoming. It was further requested 
that Denver con uct appropriate indices, CIFU, ELSUR and logjc,l 

.record checks, as well as NCIC and criminal checks qn I _ 
All record checks were negative regarding! J -----

Laramie, Wyoming revealed 
address ent building_!....,. __ ........ 

Accordin to_! __ _. 
___ _. resident of Apartment Number the 
former residents of Apartment Number~---------.----,.--' (Last 

~Unknown) (LNU), recently had a visi or.,....,=-=== atea that 
~was an American citizen and was origin~ I 

yoming. I believed that I !was a ·.&.J:i-~&-e.j;tiz:e..n:,. 
- ·•, • .. --!!':~:.:Xa;I) -~ 

265A.::.~:::~:::d~ ;:;;lated that ~~ ~01 
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To: • • New York From: SA 
I • Re: 

FBI Readouart,1".'s 

265A-NY-259028-SUB 

Los Angeles 

A, 10/25/1996 

renters of Apartm~ntl lwer~e~IL----------~ I It was{ !understanding that I o.ted from Wyoming State and was in the ~R~O~T~C..-p_r_o_g_r_a_m __ --r-----, 
joined the Air Force and is currenfly at an Air Force base 

ed near San Francisco, California. ______ bad no further 
information regarding past residents of Apartment! .__ ___ _.I .... _______ __. 

b6 
b7C 

Investigation determined that the closest Air Force 
base to the Napa Valley would be Onizuka Air Force Base, address 
Sunnyvale, California. On 10/23/1996, SA! !contacted OSI on b6 
Onizuka Base to verify whether! I is, in fact, located b7c 
at that Air Force base, with negative results. 

On the same date, the World Wide Military Locator was 
contacted, also with negative resu?i~t~s:.......r~e~g~a.r.....,d~i~n~a~I.__._ ________ ...... I I from Travis Air Force Base, l I an 
Investigative Assistant with OSI wa_s __ c_o_n_t_a_c_t_e_d_r_e~gradingl 

I I with negative results. ,..__~ 

10 24 1996 the Air Force ROTC at Wyoming University 
stated was transferred effective July 
1, 1996, to...,_...,.........,-r_a_1~n-1_n_g--s~u_p_p_o_r_t.,..... Squadron, Vandenbera Air :o:ce 
Base Lorn oc California 93437, telephone number I I 

ext. Contact with Vandenber Air Force Base revea e 
that is with the 
ext. 
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To: 

Re: 
• FBI Head:arters 

I 
265A-NY- 59028-SUB 

LEAD (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

LOS ANGELES 

Los Angeles 

A, 10/25/1996 

AT VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE 

From: SA 

Locate and interview! lreaardinj 

Ifl lis still visiting_! _____ ___,, __ 
interview util~1~1 z~i~n_g_e~nclosed questionnaire. Otherwise, obtain 
detailed background and descriptive data on I I 
Forward information to New York. L----------' 

CC: 1 - SA .... I __ ...., 

♦♦ 
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(12/31/1995) • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: ATLANTA 

From: NEW YORK 
JTTF/I-46 
Contact: SAi 

1171"/ 
Appr'oved By: 

Drafted By:-1 ________ _____.l:cjm 

Date: 10/31/1996 

{212)384-8262 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 {Pending) 

Title: UNSUB{S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

FLIGHT 800; 
' 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/ or relations need to be interviewed_, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. • 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for Atlanta is an interviewing packet 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims• families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, n9t as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 
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• To: SAC, ATLANTA From: NEW YORK • Re: 265A-NY-259028 10/31/1996 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#Ell91005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent, with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive ~esidue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

2 
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• To: SAC, ATLANTA From: NEW YORK • Re: 265A-NY-259028 10/31/1996 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

For the inf,- mnt~·on of :he i:::ryiewing agent[ the 
victim, Pamela McPh, son, I _ of the 
Bronx, NY. At t1'' time t e Neworkice is attempting to 
interview __ ......., ____ ,.....____, so far, attempts to contact him have 
met with ne a ve resu Additionally, Pamela McPherson was 
living with._.-__ ....,..._ ...... at the above listed address, at the time 
of the explosion. The reason for this is unknown. Further, it 
is not ~nown whether! !is the name of! I I j In addition, the! !family was assigned an escort b 
TWA to hel o te et ed. Their TWA escort was 

.__...,....._.....,..__......;;;;I~t;....;:i~sa...,highly recommended 
contact__, ____ ,........before making cont.,,_-....11.,,1w&1,....._--,. __ ___, __ ..--------1 

has esta is e a good rapport with and is willing to 
'-----........ - ..... assist the FBI in any manner nec1ssar7. can also 

provide helpful insight into the family's particular 
situation. 
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• To: SAC, ATLANTA From: NEW YORK 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 10/31/1996 

LEAD (s): 

set Lead 1: 

ATLANTA 

• 

at Atlanta 

_c_o_n_t_a_c_t_a_n_d_i_n_t_e_r_v_i_e_w~1--------------~1 at 
I 

♦♦ 
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',...... - . 
\.,. j- .......... " .. __, _ _) 

WITH'TCXT '"" 
WITH/OUTTEX·,-----

BY Chtfu 
DATE , •u·1s~ 

• 

CE) 
c:::..,✓ 

• 
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(12/31/(995)° • • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: Laboratory 

From: New York 
I-46 

Approved By: 

Date: 11/13/1996 

Attn: SAS, EU/BDC 

Drafted By: ~ctv 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028-A (Pending) 
265A-NY-259028-FF1 (Pending) 

. Title: UNSUB(S); 

- .... - . 
- ... -..: .. · 

EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
07/17/96; 
AOT - IT; EOD; 

Synopsis: Transmittal of evidence to the Labo~atory Division. 

Package Copy: Being forwarded under separate cover is one 
package containing evidence seized in captioned matter. The 
below listed items will be sent via Federal Express to the 
Laboratory Division. The evidence being submitted, was seized 
under lB-270 and is described as follows: 

Item 4~ - L9wer left, back of seat 2 row 19 

Item 47 - Upper left corner, back of seat 6 row 18 . ,· 

Item 48 - Upper right corner, back of seat 7 row 19 

Item 49 - Upper left corner, back of seat .-8 row-17 
,, 

Item so - upper right corner, back of seat 9 row 26 
. 

Item 51 - Upper right corner, back of seat 6 row 24 
•1-.,-

·Item 52 - ·Top cente:r: section, back of seat 2 row 27 

I 
~ 

SSAI Ref erp..nces : Re:ference discussion between 
Ion J.I/12/96-. 

____ _.land SSRA 

Details: As discussed in referenced conversation, above 
mentioned items ~~e·being sent to the Laboratory to determine the 
chemical makeup and/or reason for the discoloration along a 
transverse axis of•"the cabin interior of TWA 800 from port to 
starboard, ·rows 20-17. A dlstinct orange brownish color is 
present on the seat backs and table trays in these rows and not 
observed elsewoere in the aircraft . 

. --

- •• •-I." -

";: .:, ... ..... _ -

_ .. .., __ _ 

.... -

......... -:.. ~':-::'·; - •- -----·- -- -
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(12/31/19gg;JO : .Laboratory .rom: New York • ·-
Re: 2 6 SA-NY - 2 S g O 2 S ' izi!riU 1trllt~U OF INVESTIGATION 

Preliminary assessment by former FBI Lab materials 
analysis unit staff member indicates that the discoloration is 
present on the adhesive material used to glue the seat cushions 
to the seat back area. TWA personnel have advised that only a 
single type of adhesive is used throughout the aircraft for this 
purpose. 

New York is obtaining the name and manufacturer of the ~.:.· 
adhesive and will forward that information to the Lab once 
learned. 

Above items were bulky inventoried under lB-270 . 

.. . : 

-- . 
-:. 
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To: 
Re: 

Laboratory .rom: New York 
265A-NY-259028, 07/27/1996 

LEAD {s): 

Set Lead 1: 

• 
Laboratory Division, Scientific Analysis Section at 

Washington, D.C. 

Chemistry Toxicology Unit is requested to examine 
items marked #46-#52 for explosive residues and identify the 
presence of any other materials, particularly those not normally 
associated with adhesives. 

Set Lead 2: 

Laboratory Division, Scientific Analysis Section at 
Washington, D.C. 

Materials Analysis Unit·is requested to examine these 
items to identify all known substances. 

♦♦ 
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(12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BURl;AU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: Albany 
Baltimore 
Boston 
Buffalo 
New Haven 
Newark 
Philadelphia 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
Contact: SA 

Approved By: 

Drafted By: 

Attn: 
Attn: 
Attn: 
Attn: 
Attn: 
Attn: 
Attn: 

~ 

Date: 10/15/1996 

SAC Victor Gonzales 
SAC Timothy McNally 
SAC Richard Swensen 
Acting SAC Virgil Wooley 
SAC Merrill S. Parks Jr. 
SAC Barry w. Mawn 
SAC Bob C. Reutter 

(212)384-8294 

Case ID f: 265A-NY-259028 SUB 
~9'14 

A (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members or relations need to be interviewed, that 
receiving offices set forth any appropriate leads as necessary 
and advise-New York accordingly. 

The enclosed record checks were performed on the 
victims only. It is within the discretion of the interviewing 
Agent to conduct record checks for the victims' family members or 
other relations. 

The enclosed questions are a guide for the interviewing 
agents. All offices are reminded of the strong emotional 
responses these questions may trigger. These interviews are to 
be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' family 
members or other relations being given the opportunity to aid in 
the investigation, not as though they are a subject. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

b6 
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.Q~A-\..IJ-~90.9<a'...9JbA 
Enclosures: Packets containing the results of re1g,r_d_c,ID:lqks_q:g. -
TWA Flight 800 victims multiJ?,~e" Cf..P~J::':. < ... our p 0~&djl:i.Baphs nl-fiDEXEO _. 

1 , (/~1./,lW"' '!" rJ't.R.JY SERIALlZED ___ FlLED \ ~~c 

ft~~ ~~; 1 ' 'Y GCT i 7 19% 
,, -t W ({;!{,'t,/11/o/"· <- FBI-PHILAD:::LP'i!W_' 

" rru ~ I 1['-11=: 
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To: 
Re: 

• Albany From: 
265A-NY-259028 

• New York 
, 10/15/1996 

an unidentified tan bag, and a copy of interview questions for 
victims' families or other relations. 

Details: Investigation in New York to determine the cause of the 
crash of TWA Flight 800 is continuing. Investigation to date has 
determined that a fuel explosion occurred in the center fuel tank 
of the victim aircraft. Investigators continue to evaluate the 
wreckage to determine the cause of that explosion and whether it 
was the result of a mechanical malfunction, an explosive device 
aboard the plane, or a missile strike. 

Photographs of a tan bag recovered with the wreckage of 
TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy divers have been enclosed for 
possible identification. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 
1B12, evidence control #El191005. This bag may possibly have been 
a carry-on bag from one of the victims. The bag has no "checked 
bag tag" or name identification affixed to it. In addition, the 
bag does not appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size 
consistent with a carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the event that caused the aircraft to 
catastrophically come apart. Identification of the approximate 
location of the bag will assist in accurately determining the 
location of the initial event. The bag has tested negative for 
explosive residue, however, it does not rule out the possibility 
that it may have sustained explosive damage. 

Displaying the photograph of the shredded tan bag may 
suggest that an explosive device was contained inside the bag. 
Therefore, the Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag 
was in close proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive 
device was not necessarily contained in the bag. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

2 
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• '0001 MRI 01247 

00 P12 AFO FBIPH ALO FBINY 

DE FBINY #0011 2790053 

ZNR UUUUU 

0 041957Z OCT 96 

FM FBI NEW YORK (265A-NY-259028-A) (P) (I-46) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

ALL FBI FIELD OFFICES/IMMEDIATE/ 

ALL LEGATS/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3540// 

PASS: FBIHQ FOR SSA I..__ _____ ____. 

✓ torn?, ~ lp E::, Pi - N 'I - d- i:,C/e, ~ ~ 

• 

SUBJECT: UNSUB(S);· EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; JULY 17, 

1996; AOT-IT-EID; OO:NY. 

THE FOLLOWING REPRESENTS A SUMMARY OF ACTIVITY PERTAINING 

TO OCTOBER 4, 1996. 

AS OF 3:00 P.M. ON OCTOBER 4, 1996, THE SUFFOLK COUNTY 

MEDICAL EXAMINER'S OFFICE REPORTS: 

TOTAL VICTIMS RECOVERED: 213 

~ 
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• PAGE TWO DE FBINY 0011 UNCLAS 
f • 

TOTAL POSITIVE IDS: 212 

TOTAL POSITIVE IDS WITH 

FAMILY NOTIFICATION: 212 

GRUMMAN, LONG ISLAND EVIDENCE CONTROL CENTER OPERATION 

REPORTED: 

I. RECEIPT OF AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE: 

ON OCTOBER 2, 1996, A TOTAL OF 3 "LOTS" OF 

WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE WERE RECEIVED. ONE WAS A HELICOPTER LOAD. 

AMONG ITEMS CONTAINED IN THIS LOAD WERE FUSELAGE PORTIONS AND 

PARTS FROM THE CENTER FUEL TANK. 

ON OCTOBER 3, 1996, A TOTAL OF 6 "LOTS" OF 

WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE WERE RECEIVED. ONE WAS A HELICOPTER LOAD. 

AMONG ITEMS CONTAINED IN THIS LOAD WERE FUSELAGE PORTIONS AND 

PARTS FROM THE CENTER FUEL TANK. 

ALL OTHER LOTS WERE ITEMS WHICH HAS WASHED UP ON LOCAL 

BEACHES. 

II. ITEMS OF INTEREST: 

NONE NEW. 

METALLURGICAL AND CHEMICAL EXAMINATION OF ALL DEBRIS SET 

ASIDE ARE ONGOING. 

III. ITEMS OF LEAD VALUE: 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



• • PAGE FIVE DE FBINY 0020 UNCLAS 

SUPERVISOR TO PUT IT BACK. WHEN DOING SO HE NOTICED THREE (3) 

ADDITIONAL BAGS WITH GREEN TAGS WHICH MEANT THEY WERE LATE 

ARRIVALS. HE PUT ALL THE BAGS ON THE AIRCRAFT. THIS IS BEING 

FOLLOWED. 

SSA~l _____ ~IADVISED THAT THE PROCEDURE IN EFFECT FOR 

VICTIMS PERSONAL EFFECTS IS INSPECTION BY FBI ERT AND BOMB 

TECH PERSONNEL. ANYTHING OF EVIDENTIARY VALUE IS SET ASIDE. 

ALL OTHER PERSONAL EFFECTS THAT ARE DEEMED AS HAVING NO 

EVIDENTIARY VALUE ARE SNIFFED BY A BOMB DOG THEN PACKAGED FOR 

RELEASE. WHEN PERSONAL EFFECTS ARE LINKED TO A SPECIFIC 

DECEASED, THEY ARE RELEASED TO A TWA CONTRACTOR. PERSONAL 

EFFECTS ARE ONLY RELEASED AFTER CONSULTATION AND APPROVAL BY 

NTSB OFFICIALS. 

BT 

#0020 

NNNN 
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\ 

fAGE FOUR DE FBINY 0011 !,LAS • 
THE SIZE OF THE NET OPENINGS WILL BE 2 SQUARE INCHES. NAVY'S 

SUPERVISOR OF SALVAGE WILL BE IN CHARGE OF THE OPERATIONS AND 

OCEANEERING WILL REMAIN INVOLVED IN THE DATABASE PLOTTING. 

BT 

#0011 

NNNN 
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• 0018 MRI 01970 

00 P12 AFO FBIPH ALO CASE3 FBINY 

DE FBINY #0020 2222220 

ZNR UUUUU 

0 092137Z AUG 96 

FM FBI NEW YORK (265A-NY-259028-A) (P) (I-46) 
TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

}LL FBI FIELD OFFICES/IMMEDIATE/ 

ALL LEGATS/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3540// 

PASS: FBIHQ FOR SIOC. 

• 

✓ {l(oS ~- \\)~ - 8'590~'6-~ ~'f-
suaJEcT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; JULY 17, 

1996; AOT-IT-EID; OO:NY. 

THE FOLLOWING REPRESENTS A SUMMARY OF ACTIVITY PERTAINING 

TO AUGUST 9, 1996. 

AS OF 3:00 P.M. ON AUGUST 9, 1996, THE SUFFOLK COUNTY 

MEDICAL EXAMINER'S OFFICE REPORTS: 

TOTAL VICTIMS RECOVERED: 196 

TOTAL POSITIVE IDS: 194 

F~I-PI-IILADELPHl}w_..At-=£\. __ rrhx 
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TOTAL POSITIVE IDS WITH 

FAMILY NOTIFICATION: 194 

BODIES RELEASED: 194 

GRUMANN, LONG ISLAND EVIDENCE CONTROL CENTER OPERATION 

REPORTED: 

RECEIPT OF AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE: 

BETWEEN 3:00 P.M. AUGUST 8, 1996, AND 1:00 P.M. TODAY, 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS OF AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE/EVIDENCE WERE 

RECEIVED AT THE GRUMMAN COMMAND POST: 

FOUR (4) TRUCKS CARRYING RECOVERED PIECES OF AIRPLANE 

PARTS AND PERSONAL EFFECTS ARRIVED ON AUGUST 8, 1996. THE 

RIGHT WING, WHICH HAD TO BE CUT PRIOR TO LOADING AT 

SHINNECOCK, WAS TRANSPORTED BY THREE (3) SEPARATE TRUCKS. THE 

FOURTH TRUCK CARRIED MISCELLANEOUS SMALL DEBRIS, LUGGAGE AND 

PERSONAL EFFECTS. 

A SUBSEQUENT DELIVERY DURING THE NIGHT FROM SHINNECOCK 

INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING: 

1) PART OF WING, 11 65B 10291 905," APPROXIMATELY 6' X 4'. 

- FLOW/PRESSURE SWITCH, WATER INJECTION ENGINE #1. 

2) WING CENTER BOX SECTION (FUEL TANK) 
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3) MAIN ENTRY DOOR #3 RIGHT HAND (EMERGENC1 DOOR - RIGHT 

SIDE OF AIRCRAFT OVER THE WING.) 

LUGGAGE, INSULATION, PIECES OF FRAMING FROM KITCHEN 

GALLEY. 

MISCELLANEOUS CARGO AND BELLY PIECES. 

4) MISCELLANEOUS PERSONAL EFFECTS (ESTIMATED FROM 

40+/INDIVIDUALS). 

IN ADDITION, THE NEW YORK STATE POLICE DELIVERED SOME 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS WHICH WERE DEBRIS RECOVERED FROM LOCAL 

BEACH AREAS. 

ITEMS OF INTEREST: 

MAIN ENTRY DOOR #3L SHOWING EXTENSIVE BURNING DAMAGE - NO 

APPARENT EVIDENCE OF HIGH EXPLOSIVE. 

FUEL TANK PORTION (MID SPAR AND UPPER CEILING AREA). 

EXTENSIVE BURNING DAMAGE - NO APPARENT EVIDENCE OF HIGH 

EXPLOSIVE. 

A HEAVY GAUGE PIECE OF ALUMINUM APPROXIMATELY 18' LONG 

AND 8 11 WIDE - HAS CURLING STRETCHING AND "FINGERING" DAMAGE TO 

METAL - NOT CONSISTENT WITH BURNING DAMAGE, OR USUAL WITH FUEL 

EXPLOSIVE DAMAGE. ACCORDING TO FORENSIC EXAMINERS, THIS MARKS 

THE FIRST OCCASION THAT THIS TYPE OF DAMAGE HAS BEEN OBSERVED 
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ON THIS TYPE OF METAL. THIS PIECE HAS BEEN SHOWN TO BOEING 

AND NTSB REPRESENTATIVES AND HAS NOT YET BEEN IDENTIFIED. 

EXPLOSIVE RESIDUE NEGATIVE. METALLURGICAL EXAMINATION IS IN 

PROGRESS. 

ALL OF THE ABOVE ITEMS OF INTEREST WILL UNDER GO FURTHER 

FORENSIC EXAMINATION. 

ITEMS TO BE SENT TO LAB: 

ITEM #30 FROM 1Bl27, EVIDENCE CONTROL #E1191108, WHICH IS 

"SPAN WISE BEAM NO. 2, BOEING #65B 12010-10 11 IS BEING PREPARED 

TO BE SHIPPED TO THE NTSB LAB FOR METALLURGICAL TESTING. 

(NOTE: THIS PART IS FROM A LOCATION WITHIN THE FUEL TANK WHICH 

IS NOT DIRECTLY ACCESSIBLE DURING ANY USE OF THE AIRCRAFT.) 

THIS EXAMINATION IS BEING COORDINATED WITH FBI 

METALLURGISTS. 

IN ADDITION, AS OF 3:00 P.M., NAVY SHIP GRASP HAS 

RECOVERED ENGINE #1 WEIGHING 7500 POUNDS AND A WARPING TUG HAD 

A LARGE SECTION OF PLANES RUDDER. 

THIRTEEN INTERVIEWS OF TWA EMPLOYEES WERE CONDUCTED THIS 

DATE. ONLY DEVELOPMENT OF INTEREST WAS A CARGO LOADER WHO 

PULLED A BAG OFF THE LOADING LINE THEN WAS TOLD BY A 
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NONE NEW. 

IV. ITEMS TO BE SENT TO THE LAB: 

TWO PIECES OF CABIN CARPET, BOTH RECOVERED WITH LOT 

9/24/96-16, HAVE EACH YIELDED POSITIVE INDICATORS FOR RDX ON 

ONE TEST MACHINE AND NOT THE OTHER. ONE OBTAINED A HIT ON THE 

EGIS MACHINE THAT THE ISM400 DID NOT CONFIRM. THE OTHER 

OBTAINED A HIT ON THE ISM400 AND NOT THE EGIS MACHINE. 

BOTH ARE BEING TRANSPORTED TO THE LAB AT FBIHQ FOR 

FURTHER ANALYSIS. 

V. PENDING DELIVERIES FROM RECOVERY EFFORT: 

ONE OCTOBER 3-4, 1996, DUE TO ROUGH SEAS NO DIVE 

OPERATIONS ARE BEING CONDUCTED TODAY. 

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE: 

THE NAVY ADVISED THAT IT WILL BE ABLE TO COMPLETE ITS 

OPERATIONS IF IT IS AFFORDED SEVEN MORE DAYS OF GOOD WEATHER. 

FUTURE RECOVERY METHODS ARE BEING CONSIDERED. THE MOST 

LIKELY OF THESE IS THE USE OF SCALLOP TRAWLING. USING A 30 

FOOT WIDE RAKE AND NET OPENING, WHICH CAN PENETRATE THE SEABED 

6 TO 12'", THIS METHOD CAN COVER THE ENTIRE 25 SQUARE MILE 

AREA 3 RECOVERY AREA IN 64 DAYS, AT A COST OF $4,900.000.00. 
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ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED NOVEMBER 13, 1996, 

DRAFTED BY SA~I _________ ___.I REQUESTED CHEMISTRY AND 

TOXICOLOGY UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEMS #46 - LOWER LEFT BACK OF SEAT 

2 ROW 19, #47 - UPPER LEFT CORNER BACK OF SEAT 6 ROW 18, #48 -

UPPER RIGHT CORNER BACK OF SEAT 7 ROW 19, #49 - UPPER LEFT 

CORNER BACK OF SEAT 8 ROW 17, #50 - UPPER RIGHT CORNER BACK OF 

SEAT 9 ROW 26, #51 - UPPER RIGHT CORNER BACK OF SEAT 6 ROW 24, 

#52 - TOP CENTER SECTION BACK OF SEAT 2 ROW 27, FOR EXPLOSIVE 

RESIDUE AND IDENTIFY THE PRESENCE OF ANY OTHER MATERIALS, 

PARTICULARLY THOSE NOT NORMALLY ASSOCIATED WITH ADHESIVES. 

THE COMMUNICATION ALSO REQUESTED MATERIALS AND ANALYSIS 

UNIT TO EXAMINE THE ITEMS TO IDENTIFY ALL KNOWN SUBSTANCES. 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED NOVEMBER 19, 1996, 

DRAFTED BY SA~I --------~I REQUESTED CHEMISTRY AND 

TOXICOLOGY UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEM #LF-5 - TWO (2) JARS; ONE OF 

SWABBINGS OF THE OUTSIDE OF SKIN OF LF-5 AND ONE CONTAINING A 

SAMPLE OF THE SOLVENT USED, FOR THE PRESENCE OF EXPLOSIVES AND 

OTHER MATERIALS. 

BT 
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LEAD (s) : 

set Lead 1: 

AT WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Materials Analysis Unit is requested to conduct 
scanning electron microscope (SEM) examinations and other 
appropriate metallurgical examinations to determine exact 
failures and whether this item suffered explosive damage 
of any type. 

Chemistry Toxicology Unit is requested to 
analyze the enclosed item and conduct appropriate analysis 
including, but not limited to tests for explosive residue. 
It should be noted that no prior field testing for 
chemical residue has been conducted on this item. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: LEGAT, LONDON 

From: ADIC, NEW YORK 
JTTF/I-46 
contact: SAi ______ _ 

Approved By: 

Drafted By: .... I _____ ..... lpc 

Date: 1/14/1997 

(212)384-8262 

case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices and legats set forth any appropriate 
leads as necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packet containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division is an interviewing packet 
containing the necessary record checks (if available) and 
questions to be asked when interviewing the victims' families 
and/or other relations. These record checks were performed on the 
victims only. It is within the discretion of the interviewing 
Agent to conduct record checks for the victims' family members 
and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices/LEGATS of the 
delicacy in which some of these questions need to be asked as 
these questions could trigger very strong emotional responses. 
These interviews are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner 
with the victims' family members and/or other relations feeling 
as though they are aiding in the investigation, not as a target 
of it. New York is thereby leaving the phrasing of these 
questions up to the expertise of the interviewing Agent and 
assumes that these interviews will be handled with the utmost 
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To: LEGAT, LONDON From: ADIC, NEW YORK 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 10/28/1996 

consideration for all parties involved. 

( 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#El191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

2 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 
Ix] Teletype 
D Facsimile 
□ AIRTEL 

• 
PRECEDENCE: 
D Immediate 
IX] Priority 
D Routine 

FBI 
• 

CLASSIFICATION: 
□ TOP SECRET 
0 SECRET 
□ CONFIDENTIAL 
□ UNCLAS E F T 0 
IX] UNCLAS 

Date 1/23 /97 

FM FBI NEW YORK (265A-NY-259028) (P) (I-46) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3540// 

PASS: FBIHQ FOR LABORATORY DIVISION, SECTION CHIEF RANDALL S 

MURCH; EXPLOSIVE UNIT FOR SSA~I ________ I NSD, RFU FOR SSA 

SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; JULY 17, 

1996; AOT-IT-EID; OO:NY. 

REFERENCE NEW YORK EC TO FBIHQ LABORATORY DIVISION, DATED 

DECEMBER 10, 1996; TELCALL OF ADIC JAMES K. KALLSTROM, NYO, TO a;; 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, LABORATORY DIVISI~)_'?~~~ ... .._ .. :1:~ 

• 
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DATED JANUARY 16, 19~7; AND TELCALL OF SSA .......,, ______ ___, 

LONG ISLAND COMMAND POST, TO DEPUTY ASSI,AN_ DI~Y-2,Cl -
-~s~ 

• I.'; 

LABORATORY DIVISION, DON THOMPSON, DATED 

'{ o [tlc. /,., UPLOADED 
I ,,, N @J ..J 1" .--Jtf rHrrExr_~--+-=:,,.,.,.,_~_/,,,/ 

LU p ·c WITH/OUTTEXT--l--»--+--ll---"1>"' \,,, 1, 611 r BY __ _.!~-f+-+--it---;"'7-

,. " It' 
., 

~ 

...,. 

N ~t\' Apfi,iV:edl-:-· -=--=--=---=--'"=--1~~-f.._~f-:..--=--=-~c-:..-::._ Original filename: 

CJ-) Time Received: , Telprep filename: h~tJJ,~-~~£1fl0tJJS:J. '. :;3 

14 {o q~ (l-{-19 ~ ISN: ~~
7

• --'---~-MRI/JULIAN DA TE: 

FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 8{bf5) c:10!1. ,f ~ 
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THE NEW YORK OFFICE REQUESTS THE FOLLOWING WRITTEN 

REQUIREMENTS FROM FBIHQ, LABORATORY DIVISION: REPORTS ON THE 

RESULTS OF ALL TESTING DONE TO DATE, TO INCLUDE AN EXPLANATION 

OF THE TYPE OF TESTS CONDUCTED; A REPORT ON THE STATUS OF ALL 

REQUESTS NOT TESTED TO DATE; AND AN INVENTORY OF ALL EVIDENCE 

RECEIVED BY THE LABORATORY. 

AS PREVIOUSLY STATED, IN REFERENCED EC, CAPTIONED 

INVESTIGATION REQUIRES AN ONGOING DIALOGUE WITH THE NATIONAL 

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD (NTSB). NTSB HAS AND CONTINUES TO 

REQUEST THESE RESULTS ON A TIMELY BASIS, AND SO FAR WE HAVE 

NOT BEEN ABLE TO COMPLY. THEREFORE, IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT NEW 

YORK RECEIVE ALL ABOVE REQUESTED REPORTS. DIRECT ANY AND ALL 

RESULTS TO SUPERVISORY SPECIAL AGENTS~! ______ ____,! (I-46, 

TWA SPECIAL) AND CALVERTON, LONG ISLAND ,...._ ________ ___. 

COMMAND POST. 

ALSO, IT HAS BEEN NOTED, SOME EVIDENCE HAS BEEN RETURNED 

TO THE LONG ISLAND COMMAND POST AT CALVERTON, WITHOUT 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION. IN THE FUTURE, ALL EVIDENCE SENT 

TO CALVERTON MUST HAVE DOCUMENTATION EXPLAINING THE STATUS AND 

RESULTS OF ANY TESTS CONDUCTED. ,, 
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THE FOLLOWING ARE SYNOPSIS OF COMMUNICATIONS REQUESTING 

EXAMINATIONS ON ITEMS SENT TO THE FBIHQ LABORATORY. AS OF THE 

DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION, NEW YORK OFFICE HAS NOT RECEIVED 

THE RESULTING LABORATORY REPORTS. 

LAB RECEIPT, DATED JULY 25, 1996, RECOGNIZES RECEIPT OF 

Q9 - ONE (1) STRIP OF COLOR 35MM (FUJI G-400) NEGATIVES (4 

NEGATIVES EXPOSED 1A-4A). 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED JULY 27, 1996, DRAFTED BY 

SA_I ________ I REQUESTED THE CHEMISTRY AND TOXICOLOGY 

UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEMS #11 - APPROXIMATELY 4' X 3' FLOOR PANEL 

#22, #12 - MAGNET FROM ROW 4, SEAT 5, #13 - FLOOR HATCH 

FORWARD CABIN EE COMPARTMENT AND #14 - FLOOR PANEL SECTION #20 

FORWARD CABIN OF LUGGAGE, FOR THE PRESENCE OF EXPLOSIVES AND 

OTHER MATERIALS. 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED JULY 28, 1996, DRAFTED BY 

SA_I ______ ____.I REQUESTED THE CHEMISTRY AND TOXICOLOGY 

UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEMS #15 - FLOOR PANEL #187, #16 - FLOOR 

PANEL #177, #17 - FLOOR PANEL #121 AND #18 - FLOOR PANEL #76, 

FOR THE PRESENCE OF EXPLOSIVES AND OTHER MATERIALS. 
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ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED JULY 28, 1996, DRAFTED BY 

SA~I ------~I REQUESTED MATERIALS AND ANALYSIS UNIT TO 

CONDUCT SCANNING ELECTRON MICROSCOPE (SEM) EXAMINATIONS AND 

METALLURGICAL EXAMINATIONS OF ITEM #20 - ONE (1) SILVER PIECE 

OF METAL AND #21 - ONE (1) SILVER COLORED MEAL STRIP, TO 

DETERMINE TYPE OF METAL AND CHARACTERIZATION OF THE SMALL 

HOLES THEREON. (ITEM #19 WAS SUBMITTED FOR COMPARISON 

PURPOSES). 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED JULY 29, 1996, DRAFTED BY 

SA~I ______ ___.I REQUESTED MATERIALS AND ANALYSIS UNIT TO 

CONDUCT SCANNING ELECTRON MICROSCOPE (SEM) EXAMINATIONS AND 

METALLURGICAL EXAMINATIONS OF ITEM #22 - ONE (1) PIECE OF 

SHINY, SILVER COLORED METAL STRIP, ITEM #23 - ONE (1) PIECE OF 

CHARRED, PITTED, DULL, SILVER COLORED METAL, ITEM #24 - ONE 

(1) PIECE OF CHARRED, PITTED, DULL, SILVER COLORED METAL, ITEM 

#25 - ONE (1) PIECE OF CHARRED, CORRODED, DULL, SILVER COLORED 

METAL, AND ITEM #26 - ONE (1) PIECE OF SHINY, SILVER COLORED 

MEAL WITH AN EGG CRATE APPEARANCE, TO DETERMINE TYPE OF METAL 

AND CHARACTERIZATION OF THE SMALL HOLES THEREON. 
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LAB RECEIPT, DATED JULY 30, 1996, RECOGNIZES RECEIPT OF 

Q25 - Q81 - VARIOUS TYPES OF CAMERAS, FILM, VIDEO CAMERAS AND 

VIDEO TAPES. 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED AUGUST 4, 1996, DRAFTED 

BY SAi I REQUESTED MATERIALS AND ANALYSIS 

UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEM #27 - PIECE OF GLASS FRAGMENT IMBEDDED IN 

LAVATORY E LEFT OUTSIDE WALL PANEL, TO DETERMINE THE 

COMPOSITION OF THE GLASS AND POSSIBLE SOURCES OF THE SPECIMEN. 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED AUGUST 14, 1996, DRAFTED 

BY SAi I REQUESTED SPECIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC UNIT TO 

PROCESS AND PRINT ELEVEN (11) CAMERAS CONTAINING FILM, VARIOUS 

135MM FILM AND TWO (2) TDK TC-30 VHS. 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED AUGUST 16, 1996, DRAFTED 

BY SAi !REQUESTED THE CHEMISTRY AND 

TOXICOLOGY UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEM #31 - FLOOR PANEL WITH 

ATTACHED TAG.BEARING NUMBER 815-21 AND IDENTIFIED LOT NUMBER 

8/9/96-1, FOR THE PRESENCE OF EXPLOSIVES AND OTHER MATERIALS. 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED AUGUST 17, 1996, DRAFTED 

BY SA I REQUESTED THE CHEMISTRY AND 

TOXICOLQGY UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEM #32 - FLOOR PANEL WITH 
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ATTACHED TAG BEARING NUMBER 817-5 AND IDENTIFIED LOT NUMBER 

8/5/96-70 AND ITEM #33 - THREE (3) VILES CONTAINING SCRAPINGS 

FROM FLOOR PANEL, FOR THE PRESENCE OF EXPLOSIVES AND OTHER 

MATERIALS. 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED AUGUST 26, 1996, DRAFTED 

BY SA_I __________ I REQUESTED THE CHEMISTRY AND 

TOXICOLOGY UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEM #34 - CANVAS SHEET, FOR THE 

PRESENCE OF EXPLOSIVES AND OTHER MATERIALS. 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED SEPTEMBER 7, 1996, 

DRAFTED BY SA_I ________ ___.I REQUESTED THE CHEMISTRY AND 

TOXICOLOGY UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEMS #35 - ONE (1) PIECE OF 

CARPETING 20 1/2" X 15', #36 - ONE (1) PIECE OF CARPETING 20 

1/2" X 9'6", #37 - DAMAGED SECTION OF STARBOARD FUSELAGE NEAR 

SECTION 920, #38 - METAL FRAGMENT, #39 - FRACTURED DUCT 

FLANGE, #40 - SECTION OF DAMAGED FUEL PROBE, FOR THE PRESENCE 

OF EXPLOSIVES AND OTHER MATERIALS. 

THE COMMUNICATION ALSO REQUESTED MATERIALS AND ANALYSIS 

UNIT TO CONDUCT APPROPRIATE METALLURGICAL EXAMINATIONS OF 

ITEMS #37 THROUGH #40, TO CHARACTERIZE THE DEFORMATION, 

THERMAL DAMAGE AND/OR FRACTURES. 

b6 
b7C 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



• 
APAGE 7 NY (265A-NY-259028) UNCLAS 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED SEPTEMBER 9, 1996, 

DRAFTED BY SA_! ________ !REQUESTED THE FBI LABORATORY TO 

CONDUCT APPROPRIATE EXAMINATIONS OF SIX (6) PIECES OF LEATHER 

TO DETERMINE IF THE LEATHER PIECES ARE DEBRIS FROM CAPTIONED 

MATTER. 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED SEPTEMBER 11, 1996, 

DRAFTED BY SA_I ________ I REQUESTED THE CHEMISTRY AND 

TOXICOLOGY UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEMS #1 - SURFACE OF WING RIB, 

#2 - BLACK BACK PACK, #3 - GRAY PLASTIC CHILD'S CAR SEAT, #4 -

TAN BAG MADE FOR YORK LUGGAGE, #5 - FRAGMENTED PIECE OF 

LUGGAGE, #6 - FRAGMENTED PIECE OF SILVER COLORED METAL AND 

#8 - FRAGMENTED PIECE OF SILVER COLORED METAL, FOR THE 

PRESENCE OF EXPLOSIVES AND OTHER MATERIALS. ITEM #7 - WHITE 

POWDER, WAS TO BE EXAMINED TO IDENTIFY THE NATURE OF THE 

SUBSTANCE. 

THE COMMUNICATION ALSO REQUESTED MATERIALS AND ANALYSIS 

UNIT TO CONDUCT SCANNING ELECTRON MICROSCOPE (SEM) 

EXAMINATIONS AND METALLURGICAL EXAMINATIONS OF ITEM #6 AND #8, 

TO DETERMINE TYPE OF METAL AND CHARACTERIZATION OF THE SMALL 

HOLES THEREON. 
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ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED SEPTEMBER 12, 1996, 

DRAFTED BY SA REQUESTED CHEMISTRY AND 

TOXICOLOGY UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEM #41 - ONE (1) PIECE OF BLUE 

CARPET, FOR THE PRESENCE OF EXPLOSIVES AND OTHER MATERIALS. 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED OCTOBER 4, 1996, DRAFTER 

BY SA_I ________ __.I REQUESTED CHEMISTRY AND TOXICOLOGY 

UNIT TO EXAMINE ITEMS #42 - ONE (1) PIECE OF GRAY CARPET 

APPROXIMATELY 4 11 X 9 1/2" AND #43 - ONE (1) PIECE OF GRAY 

CARPET APPROXIMATELY 7 11 X 14 11 , FOR THE PRESENCE OF EXPLOSIVES 

AND OTHER MATERIALS. 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION, DATED NOVEMBER 8, 1996, DRAFTED 

BY SA REQUESTED MATERIALS ANALYSIS UNIT 

TO CONDUCT SCANNING ELECTRON MICROSCOPE (SEM) EXAMINATIONS AND 

OTHER APPROPRIATE METALLURGICAL EXAMINATIONS ON ITEM #45 - ONE 

(1) "L-SHAPED" PIECE OF METAL APPROXIMATELY 3 1/2' BELIEVED TO 

BE A SECTION OF WING, TO DETERMINE FAILURES AND WHETHER THIS 

ITEM SUFFERED EXPLOSIVE DAMAGE OF ANY TYPE. 

THE COMMUNICATION ALSO REQUESTED CHEMISTRY AND TOXICOLOGY 

UNIT TO EXAMINE #45 AND CONDUCT APPROPRIATE ANALYSIS 

INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, TESTS FOR EXPLOSIVE RESIDUE. 
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Precedence: IMMEDIATEDate: 11/08/1996 

To: Laboratory Attn: SAS, EU/BDC 

From: New York 
I-46 

Approved By: ~I ________ ___, 
Drafted By: ,__ ________ ...... ~ctv 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028-A (Pending) 
265A-NY-259028-FF1 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
07/17/96; 
AOT - IT; EOD; 

synopsis: Transmittal of evidence to the Laboratory 
Division. 

Package Copy: Being forwarded under separate cover is the 
following item: 

Item 1 - lB 45 One "L-shaped" piece of metal 
approximately three and a half (3 1/2) to four (4) feet in 
length believed to be a section of wing 

Details: For the information of the Bureau, the above 
listed item was recovered from the Atlantic Ocean during 
the most recent trawling operation. A preliminary 
assessment by bomb technicians at the Grumman Hangar 
indicates that this item may have been exposed to sdme 
sort of blast damage based upon the "feathering" 
characteristics exhibited as well as exposure to what 
appears to be impact with a foreign object at high 
velocity. 

The above items were bulky inventoried under lB 
45. 
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.. • • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUR~U OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: Cleveland 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Date: 10/15/1996 

Attn: SAC Van Harp 

Contact: SAi ____ ,_ _ ____, (212)384-8262 

Approved By: .... I ______ ~1K--' 

Drafted By: I I: cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 SUB AAS (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
f~mily members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 

. interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing pack~ts 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
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• • To: Cleveland From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 SUB AAS, 10/15/1996 

could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1Bl2, evidence control 
#Ell91005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in ~ccurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was no,t 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
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• • To: Cleveland From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 SUB AAS, 10/15/1996 

cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person {s.) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim{s) (if available) are as follows: 

Address: L.-------------r--------""""' 
Telephone Number:L--------~ 
Victim: Amy Miller i....----~ 

Address: L.------------------------T el e phone ·Number: L.-------.,___, 
Victim: Sandra Hazelton 

Address: 
Telephone Number: 

L---.-------, 
Victim: Eric Harkness 
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• • .. To: Cleveland From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 SUB AAS, 10/15/1996 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

CLEVELAND 
at Cleveland 

Contact and interview~! ________ ___. 

Set Lead 2: 

CLEVELAND 
at Lima RA 

Set Lead 3: 

CLEVELAND 
at Akron RA 

Contact and interview_! _________ ~ 

♦♦ 
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• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Kansas City Attn: SAC David M. Tubbs 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Contact: SA~I ______ __, 

Approved By: .... I _____ __.I,~\~ 
Drafted By: ..__ ____ ____,~ cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212)384-8262 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewins Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, two sets of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and 
a copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offic0s of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
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To: Kansas City 
York 

• 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10/15/1996 

• From: New 

could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration'for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#Ell91005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accur~tely determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or o.ther relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, tpe 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
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• • To: Kansas City From: New 
York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10 /15/1.996 

Investigators continue to ~valuate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

Address: '---~------------.---------------1 Telephone Number: .__ ______ ....... ...., 
Victim: Daniel Gaetke 

Address: 
Telephone Number: .__ _______ ........ __ _ 
Victim: Stephanie Gaetke 

Address: .__ ___________ __, ______ ____. 

Telephone Number:.__ ______ ___. ___ _ 
Victim: Jay (Jule) Anderson ...._ ____ _. 

Address: 

Telephone Number: L----------------------1 
Victim: Brenna and Chrisha Siebert 

(Also kin to Gaetke) 
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To: Kansas City 
York 

• 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10/15/1996 

LEAD ( s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

KANSAS CITY 
at Kansas Cit;t 

Contact and interview 

I 
Set Lead 2: 

KANSAS CITY 
at Jefferson Cit;t RA 

Contact and interview 
andl 

♦♦ 
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• (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUR~U OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Las Vegas Attn: SAC Robert L. Siller 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Contact: SAi ______ ____, 

Approved By: .... I _____ ____,! ~\Q_~v 
~ 

Drafted By: ______ I= cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212)384-8262 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York according.ly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, two sets of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and 
a copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' fam~lies and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations . 

. New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
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To: Las Vegas 
From: New York 

• 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10/15/1996 

• 
could trigger very strong~emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#Ell91005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time_of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
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• • To: Las Vegas 
From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10/15/1996 

Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question: 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

Address:~! ____ ...,... _______________ __, 

Telephone Number: _______ _, 
Victim: Daniel Gaetke. 

Stephanie Gaetke 

Address: 
------,.-----------------Telephone Number: 

....... -...--------,.....J 
Victim: James Hull 
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To: 
From: 
Re: 

• Las Vegas 
New York 

265A-NY-259028 , 10/15/1996 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

LAS VEGAS 
at Las Vegas 

Contact and interview 

Set Lead 2: 

LAS VEGAS 
at Reno RA 

• 

Contact and interview_! _______ _ 
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• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Detroit Attn: SAC Joseph martinolich 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Contact: SA_I -----

Approved By: _______ ,....Jt~~>/ 

Drafted By: _____ l=cg 

(212) 384-8262 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(i) 
Synopsis: Lead to locate and interyiew next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional vict_ims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, two sets of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and 
a copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 

b6 
b7C 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



• To: Detroit 
From: 
Re: 

New York 
265A-NY-259028 

• 
, 10/15/1996 

could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to t~e 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#El191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be. 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was·in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
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To: 
From: 
Re: 

• Detroit 
New York 

265A-NY-259028 

• 
f 10/15/1996 

Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

Address: .,__ _____________ _ 
Telephone Number: .__ ______ .... 
Victim: Ghassan Haurani 

Nina Haurani 

Address: 
Telephone Number:I.__ ___ -====::::!....----. 

Victim: Courntey Johnsl~------
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• 
To: 
From: 
Re: 

• Detroit 
New York 

265A-NY-259028 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

DETROIT 
at Detroit 

• 
f 10/15-/1996 

Contact and interview~! ______ ___. 

Set Lead 2: 

DETROIT 
at Oakland County RA 

Contact and interview~!------~ 
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• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: St. Louis Attn: SAC Wiley D.·Thompson III 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Contact: SA~I ____ ____. 

Approved By: ,.___ ___ liA~ 
X 

Drafted By: ......_ ___ ..... I= cg 

(212)384-8262 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up. a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
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• To: St. Louis 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 

From: New York 
t 10/15/1996 

• 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1B12, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apa~t. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 

'however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
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• To: St. Louis 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 

From: New York 
, 10/15/1996 

• 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

Address: 

Telephone Number: 
----.---.....----' 

Victim: Oliver Krick 

Address: 

Telephone Number: 
---------------. Victim: Patricia Anderson 

also kin to 
r--__ ......, ____ ...._ ___ _ 
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• To: St. Louis 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

ST.LOUIS 

at St. Louis 

From: New York 
, 10/15/1996 

Contact and interview 
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• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUR~U OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Houston Attn: SAC Don K. Clark 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Contact: SAi...__ ___ ____. 

Approved By: 

Drafted By: 

____ __.li~rt/ 

------~cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212) 384-8262 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other bl __ 

relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. ~ 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up·a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' tamily members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
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• To: Houston 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 

• From: New York 
, 10/15/1996 

could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1Bl2, evidence control 
#Ell91005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 

·however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to, an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
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• • To: Houston From: New York 
, 10/15/1996 Re: 265A-NY-259028 

cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

I I 
Address: 

Telephone Number: 
Victim: Miriam Bellazoug I I ...._ ____ .... 

I I 
Address: 

Telephone Number: 

Victim: Pamela Lychne I Katie Lychner 
Shannon Lychnerl I 

3 

b6 
b7C 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



• • To: Houston From: New York 
" Re: 265A-NY-259028 10/15/1996 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

HOUSTON 

at Houston 

Contact and interview L----------------------' 
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(12/31/1995) • • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE Date: 10/15/1996 

To: Little Rock Attn: SAC Ivian C. Smith 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 

Contact: SAi..._ ____ ___. 

Approved By: t~x~· --------, ... ~\ 
Drafted By: _____ l=cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

(212) 384-8262 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

other 

(t!) 
Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Offices set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

All interviewees are to be contacted telephonically 
in order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: Packets containing information on TWA Flight 800 
victims, one set of photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a 
copy of interview questions for victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division are interviewing packets 
containing the necessary record checks and questions to be asked 
when interviewing the victims' families and/or other relations. 
These record checks were performed on the victims only. It is 
within the discretion of the interviewing Agent to conduct record 
checks for the victims' family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
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• • To: Little Rock From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10/15/1996 

could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1Bl2, evidence control 
#Ell91005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has cested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
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·, • • To: Little Rock From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10/15/1996 

cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

Address: 

Telephone Number: .__ ___ _ 
Victim: Charles Hank Grey III I 
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• • • To: Little Rock From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 , 10/1~/1996 

LEAD {s): 

Set Lead 1: 

LITTLE ROCK 

at Fayetteville RA 

Contact and interview!..._ _______ _ 
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(12/31/1995) • • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

✓• Las Vegas 
~ New York 

Philadelphia 

From: Las Vegas 

Attn: 

.~: 
Date: 12/04/1996 

SA I Dom._e_s_t_i_c_T_e_r_r_o_r .... ism 

Supervisor 

squad 7/Reno~RA=-------
contact: SAi I (702) 323-7143 

Approved By: 

Drafted By: !: ack 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 Sub 302 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB {S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT - IT - EID 

Synopsis: To provide results of set lead at Reno, Nevada and set 
forth lead for Philadelphia Field Office. Reno considers this 
lead complete. 

Enclosures: Two conies of an FD-302 reflecting results of 
interview of! I for NYFO one lA envelope 
containing handwritten notes, and for Philadelphia one packet 
containing background information for interview. 

Details: On 12/3/96 sAI I interviewed I I 
set lead. ~·advised he kn~o threats against I 
Jimmy Hull~ any enemies.~provided answers to 

questions provided by New York which are reflected in 
attached FD-30 su ested that FBI contact victim's 

.__......,.....,... ________ ......,. ________ ____, 
a 

at Southampton, Pennsylvania for 

Photographs of tan rag :er: shown tol I 
advised that he did not think I would own or use a bag 
like that. !!indicated that airline personnel generally only 
have carryon""'Iuggage. This luggage is described as black or 
dark blue with wheels to facilitate transport of the luggage. 

I I was very cooperative and is willing to 
re-contacted if necessary. 

For Philadelphia: 
Las Vegas is providing Philadelphia with interviewing 

packets which include information of TWA Victims, .one s·et •Of 
photographs of an unidentified tan bag, and a copy of iiftservieJ.>..~; 
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To: Las Vegas.rem: Las Vegas • 
Re: ~65A-NY-259028 (Pending) 12/04/1996 

I 

questions for victim's families/friends. Additional information 
can be obtained from the New York Field Office SA! I b6 
(212) 384-8262. b7C 

New York has reminded all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York has 
left the phrasing of the questions up to the expertise of the 
interviewing Agent and assumes that these interviews will be 
handled with the utmost consideration for all parties involved. 

The enclosed photographs depict a tan bag found amongst 
the wreckage of the TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy divers. The bag 
is labeled Item #14 from 1Bl2, evidence control #E1191005. This 
bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from one of the 
victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name identification 
affixed to it. In additional, the bag does not appear on the 
cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a carry-on type 
bag. 

This bag has sustained shredding type damage that may 
be consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
this bag will assist in accurately determining the location of 
the initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive 
residue, however, it does not rule out the possibility that it 
may have sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph to the victims' 
family is left to the discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shr.edded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was close to the 
proximity of an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 
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To: Las V~gas.rom: Las Vegas • 
Re: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 12/04/1996 

Lead (s): 

Set Lead 1: 

PHILADELPHIA 
At Southampton, Pennsylvania: 

Contact and interview! 
I I 
Southampton, Pennsylvania, 19866 between 6:30pm and 9:00pm EST. 

♦♦ 
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, 
To: • New York From: 
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 

LEAD {s): 

Set Lead 1: 

PITTSBURGH 

Las Vegas 
02/06/1997 

AT PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 

Cout~ct and interview I I 
I Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, telephone number 

i-----------~Provide New York with results of interview . .__ _______ ....., 

♦♦ 
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To: • New York From: 
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 

for the interview. 

Las Vegas 
02/06/1997 • 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victim's 
family member and/or other relatives feeling as though they are 
aiding the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 

Important to this investigation is the fact that a tan, 
canvas bag was found by Navy divers. The bag is described as 
being an "LL Bean" type canvas bag with leather interior and 
leather piping on the outside. This bag sustained shredding type 
damage that may be consistent with being near the initiation of 
the event that caused the aircraft to come apart. The 
approximate location of this bag will assist in accurately 
determining the location of the initial event. The bag has 
tested negative for explosive residue, however, it does not rule 
out the possibility that it may have sustained explosive damage. 
This bag may have been a carry on bag from one of the victims. 
The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name identification affixed 
to it. In addition, it does not appear on the cargo manifest and 
is of a size consistent with a carry on type bag. 

If Pittsburgh has never received a photo of this bag, 
contact FBI New York SA! !(212) 384-8262 in order to 
obtain a copy of the photos of this bag. New York has advised 
that Pittsburgh should be in receipt of these photos from an 
earlier lead set by New York for Pittsburgh Field Office. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the bag may suggest that an explosive device 
was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the Agent should advise 
the interviewee that the bag was in close proximity to an 
explosion, and that an explosive device was not found inside this 
bag. 

Investigation was determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of the explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its' owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 
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To: 
Re: • New York From: 

265A-NY-259028, 
Las Vegas 

02/06/1997 

The questions to be asked are as follows: 

GENERAL: 

Verify full name, address, employment, government 
clearances, date/place of birth, SSAN, and passport 
number, previous military or criminal history, 
education, etc. 

Insurance policies taken out? By whom, company amount, 
beneficiaries (since this is a difficult question to 
ask, it is suggested that interviewer asks, in a non­
accusatory manner, who might have taken out insurance 
policies on victim, ie business partner, associate. 
former spouse, etc.) 

TRAVEL: 

Obtain purpose for the trip, and itinerary. 
Were they meeting someone abroad? Who? Why? 
Obtain information regarding overseas travel. 
Any unusual events prior to the trip that they might 
have mentioned? 
Any incidents to note while traveling? 
Any new acquaintances they met while traveling? 
Traveling alone or with someone? 

PERSONAL: 

Marital status? 
Have they ever received any threats? 
Any enemies that would want to see them killed? 
Harassment? 
Been witness to a crime? 
Been victim or witness in a trial? 
Any personal problems, ie affairs, mental problems, 
medication use/abuse, financial problems? 
Can we speak to other friends or relative who would 
know more? 
Any strong political viewpoints, affiliation? 

LUGGAGE: 

Type of luggage used? 
What did suitcases look like? 
How was it packed? 
Was it sealed or locked? 
Any carry on luggage? 
Curbside check-in? 
What were contents - electrical devices, walkman, 
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To: 
Re: 

• 
• New York From: 

265A-NY-259028, 
Las Vegas 

02/06/1997 

laptop, phone, beeper? 

• 
Were they asked to transport anything for anyone else? 
What? 
Did they pack their own bags? 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

When was the last time you spoke to the deceased? 
Any additional information we have not asked? 

4 

Obtained via FOIA by Judicial Watch Inc. 



,. 
(12/31/1995) • • 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Pittsburgh Attn: 

From: Las Vegas 

Date: 02/06/1997 

SAi I 
Dom_e_s_t~1~·-c""""""T~e_r_r~orism 
Squad 4 
Domestic Terrorism 

Squad 7/Reno~RA==----------. 
Contact: SAi 1(702) 323-7143 

Approved By: I 
---==============-..... 

Drafted By: I I: ack 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028~ending) 

Title: UNSUB (S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT - IT - EID 

Synopsis; 1o set lead for Pittsburgh to interview! _I _____ _.....J Reno considers this lead complete. -----

Reference: 26·5A-NY-259028 EC from New York to Las Vegas dated 
10/15/96 and teletype to all Field Offices from New York dated 
10/21/96. 

Details: or 12/3/96, SAi linterviewed __________ __, 
I of victim, James Hull, per lead set by New York. New 
York lead requested that receiving offices contact next of kin to 
attempt to identify unidentified baggage whi9b was found by Navy 
divers among the wreckage of TWA Flight 800.J 6dvised that 
he would not know what t e of luggage! !carried on 
July 17, 1996. However advised that an associate, 
identified as!,,--....... -.-----..----~ was one of the last individuals 
to see James Hull before he oarded Flight 800 on July 17, 1996. 

L---...---a-d-v ........ i=s-e_d......,.t-h=a-t__... ________ .....,..____. is a TWA employee 
residing at urgh, 
Pennsylvania, telephone number --------~ 

!advised thatl I and James Iwll e:ch;nae, 
foreign currency prior to James Hull's departure~ 1--------­
might recall the clothing that James Hull was wearing an t e 
luggage he carried. 265,A.-NY-259028-SUS 

New York requests that if additional interviews need to 
be conducted, that interviewing Field Offices set forth any leads 
as necessary and advise New York accordingly. ~~e 1, ews.,.,..a~-e-
to be set up telephonically in order to set up\!\.~:.:,?·' - @ 
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To: 
Re: 

National Sec.ty Charlotte 
265A-NY-259028, 9/2/1997 

LEAD (s): 

set Lead 1: 

CHARLOTTE 
at Greensboro RA 

From: • New York 

Contact and interview_! ________ _ 

♦♦ 
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To: 
Re: 

National Seclty Charlotte 
265A-NY-259028, 9/2/1997 

From: • New York 

Also enclosed for Field Office are photographs of a tan 
bag found amongst the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 by U.S. Navy 
divers. The bag is labeled as Item #4 from 1Bl2, evidence control 
#E1191005. This bag may possibly have been a carry-on bag from 
one of the victims. The bag has no "checked bag tag" or name 
identification affixed to it. In addition, the bag does not 
appear on the cargo manifest and is of a size consistent with a 
carry-on type bag. 

The bag has sustained shredding type damage that may be 
consistent with being near the initiation of the event that 
caused the aircraft to come apart. The approximate location of 
the bag will assist in accurately determining the location of the 
initial event. The bag has tested negative for explosive residue, 
however, it does not rule out the possibility that it may have 
sustained explosive damage. 

The time of displaying the photograph of the bag to the 
victims' family members and/or other relations is left to the 
discretion of the interviewing Agent. 

For information of the interviewing Agent, displaying 
the photograph of the shredded tan bag may suggest that an 
explosive device was contained inside the bag. Therefore, the 
Agent should advise the interviewee that the bag was in close 
proximity to an explosion, and that an explosive device was not 
contained in the bag. 

Investigation has determined that a fuel explosion 
occurred in the center fuel tank of the victim aircraft. 
Investigators continue to evaluate the wreckage to determine the 
cause of that explosion, whether it is a result of a mechanical 
malfunction or an explosive device aboard the plane. 

The identification and match of the bag to its owner, 
and the placement of the bag aboard the aircraft, may help 
facilitate a resolution to this unanswered question. 

A list of person(s) to be interviewed and the 
relationship to the victim(s) (if available) are as follows: 

Address: 
Victims: ""'E'"""e-a-no-r"""J,..o ....... -so_n _____ a ... nd Leonard Johnson ... I __ _. 

2 
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• • (12/31/1995) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date: 9/2/1997 Precedence: IMMEDIATE 

To: National Security 
Charlotte Attn: SAC William E. Perry 

From: New York 
JTTF/I-46 
contact: SA_I ________ I (212)384-8276 

Approved By: _! ______ _. 

Drafted By: I: cg 

Case ID#: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

Synopsis: Lead to locate and interview next of kin and/or other 
relations of TWA Flight 800 victims. 

Administrative: New York requests that if additional victims' 
family members and/or relations need to be interviewed, that the 
interviewing Field Office set forth any appropriate leads as 
necessary and advise New York accordingly. 

Interviewee is to be contacted telephonically in 
order to set up a time and place for the interview. 

Enclosures: A packet containing a set of photographs of an 
unidentified tan bag, and a copy of interview questions for 
victims' families/friends. 

Details: Enclosed for your Division is an interviewing packet 
containing questions to be asked when interviewing the victims' 
families and/or other relations. New York conducted appropriate 
record checks on the victims only. It is within the discretion of 
the interviewing Agent to conduct record checks for the victims' 

. family members and/or other relations. 

New York is reminding all offices of the delicacy in 
which some of these questions need to be asked as these questions 
could trigger very strong emotional responses. These interviews 
are to be conducted in a non-adversarial manner with the victims' 
family members and/or other relations feeling as though they are 
aiding in the investigation, not as a target of it. New York is 
thereby leaving the phrasing of these questions up to'the 
expertise of the interviewing Agent and assumes that these 
interviews will be handled with the utmost consideration for all 
parties involved. 
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0012, MRI 01938 

PP RUCNFB LON FBINY CASE3 

DE FBIBA #0001 2411736 

ZNR UUUUU 

P 281727Z AUG 96 

• 

FM FBI BALTIMORE (265A-NY-259028-A) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/ 

LEGAT LONDON/PRIORITY/ 

FBI NEW YORK (265A-NY-259028-A)/PRIORITY/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3050:2485:SQ 14// 

• 

SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800, JULY 17, 

1996; AO - IT - EID; 00: NEW YORK. 

ON AUGUST 23, 1996, ...._ ________________ _____ 

,.._--~~ MARYLAND,~! __ ...... !TELEPHONE ~I------­
TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED THE BALTIMORE OFFICE OF THE FBI AND 

FURNISHED INFORMATION REGARDING AN INCIDENT THAT OCCURRED ON A 

BRITISH AIR FLIGHT IN SEPTEMBER, 1995. HE AND~I ___ ____, 

,__ _ ____.I WERE TRAVELLING ON A BRITISH AIR FLIGHT IN SEPTEMBER, 

. 
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PAGE TWO DE FBIBA 0001 UN.S • 
1995, FROM GLASGOW, SCOTLAND TO GATWICK AIRPORT IN LONDON, 

ENGLAND. THEIR SEATS WERE ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE AIRCRAFT. 

WHEN THEY APPROACHED THE ROW WHERE THEIR SEATS WERE LOCATED, 

THERE WERE SIX MUSLIMS OCCUPYING THE ENTIRE ROW, INCLUDING 

THEIR TWO SEATS. THE FLIGHT CREW HAD TO MAKE TWO OF THE 

MUSLIMS MOVE To OTHER SEATING.!~ _____ lsAT AT THE WINDOW 

SEAT AT THE PORT SIDE OF THE PLANE AND HE WAS IN THE NEXT 

SEAT. THERE WAS A YOUNG MALE MUSLIM SITTING NEXT TO HIM WHO 

HAD A SONY WALKMAN CASSETTE PLAYER. THERE WERE THREE OTHER 

MUSLIM MEN DRESSED IN WESTERN ATTIRE AND TWO MUSLIM WOMEN IN 

BLACK MUSLIM ATTIRE. THREE OF THE MUSLIM MEN WERE YOUNGER AND 

VERY NOISY DURING THE FLIGHT. ONE OF THE MUSLIM MEN WAS AN 

OLDER GENTLEMAN WHO APPEARED TO BE A BUSINESSMAN AND WAS VERY 

QUIET DURING THE FLIGHT. 

THE THREE YOUNG MUSLIM MEN WERE PASSING A CASSETTE FROM 

THE SONY WALKMAN BACK AND FORTH DURING THE FLIGHT AND WERE 

LAUGHING AND CARRYING ON. AT ONE POINT DURING THE FLIGHT, HE 

HEARD THE SOUND OF VELCRO BEING OPENED AND GLANCED OVER TO 

OBSERVE ONE OF THE YOUNG MUSLIM MEN OPENING THE BACK OF THE 

SEAT IN FRONT OF HIM WHERE CUSHIONS ARE ATTACHED WITH VELCRO. 

THE YOUNG MAN HAD HIS HAND BETWEEN THE SEAT CUSHIONS ON THE 
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PAGE FIVE DE FBIBA 0001 ufLAs • 
HE ADDED THAT THERE WERE THREE SEATS ACROSS IN EACH AISLE, THE 

CENTER AISLE AND TWO SIDE AISLES. 

LEGAT LONDON AT LONDON ENGLAND: UACB, LEGAT LONDON IS 

REQUESTED TO IDENTIFY THE PEOPLE IN QUESTION ON AFOREMENTIONED 

FLIGHT. 

BT 

#0001 

NNNN 
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PAGE FOUR DE FBIBA 0001 u~s • 
SEPTEMBER 16, 1995, AND ARRIVED AT LONDON HEATHROW AIRPORT. 

THE REASON HE DID NOT KNOW THE FLIGHT NUMBER OF THE PLANE WAS 

BECAUSE IT WAS CHANGED FROM A PREVIOUS FLIGHT (NAMELY FLIGHT 

4893 LEAVING GLASGOW ON SEPTEMBER 12, 1995) AND HE WAS NEVER 

GIVEN A NEW TICKET OR BOARDING PASS AS THE NEW TRANSACTION WAS 

HANDLED BY COMPUTER AND HE WAS NOT GIVEN A HARD COPY OF THE 

TRANSACTION. HE DID, HOWEVER, STILL HAVE THE BAGGAGE CLAIM 

STUB, WHICH BRITISH AIR OFFICIALS MAY BE ABLE TO TRACE TO THE 

L.---~ISEATS. ON THE STUB WAS THE ~I __ ____.I NAME, WITH THE 

CHARACTERS D ON THE LEFT CORNER. ON THE RIGHT WERE THE 

CHARACTERS AND BELOW THAT WAS ~I------ BELOW 

THESE CHARACTERS WERE THE CHARACTERS .... I ____ ____, FAXES OF 

THIS STUB WILL BE SENT TO LEGAT LONDON AND NEW YORK BY 

SEPARATE \EC . .... I ______ IADDED THAT THE ORIGINAL FLIGHT HE WAS 

SUPPOSED TO HAVE TAKEN WAS BRITISH AIR FLIGHT 4893, LEAVING AT 

11:15 AM ON SEPTEMBER 12, 1995. 

L-___ ____.IADVISED IN CLOSING THAT AS HE COULD BEST 

RECALL, HE AND .... ! _____ ~ERE SITTING AT ._I _________ ....,...... 
AND THAT THE MUSLIMS, SUPRA, ...._ _____________ _ 

WERE SITTING ALONG THAT ROW BEGINNING WITH THE SEAT!.__ __ __ 
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PAGE THREE DE FBIBA 0001 .. LAS • 
SEAT IN FRONT OF HIM AND APPEARED TO BE PLACING SOMETHING IN 

THE SEAT CUSHIONS. THE OTHER MUSLIM MEN WERE SITTING FORWARD 

TRYING TO BLOCK THE VIEW OF WHAT THE ONE YOUNG MUSLIM MAN WAS 

DOING WITH THE SEAT CUSHIONS. THIS INCIDENT OCCURRED JUST 

1 BEFORE DESCENT INTO THE AIRPORT AT LONDON. HE REPORTED THE 

INCIDENT TO BRITISH AIR OFFICIALS, BUT HE DOES NOT KNOW TO 

WHAT EXTENT THEY FOLLOWED UP. HE AND~I ___ ____,!SPENT THE NIGHT 

AT THE AIRPORT AND THE NEXT MORNING SECURITY WAS VERY TIGHT . 

._ _____ !ADVISED THAT HE WAS REPORTING THIS INCIDENT 

BECAUSE HE READ IN THE NEWSPAPER ON AUGUST 23, 1996, THAT 

RESIDUE HAD BEEN FOUND IN THE SEAT CUSHION OF TWA FLIGHT 800. 

SUBSEQUENTLY,_! _____ IWAS RECONTACTED BY FBI BALTIMORE 

DIVISION AT THEIR PLACE OR BUSINESS, 

PENNSYLVANIA, TELEPHONE NUMBER!..._ _ ____, 

REASON FOR CONTACT WAS TO ASCERTAIN FLIGHT NUMBER 

AND SEATING ASSIGNMENTS OF THE _I ____ I FLIGHT, SUPRA. 

._ ___ !ADVISED THAT HE DID NOT HAVE HIS TICKET OR BOARDING 

PASSES FOR THE AFOREMENTIONED FLIGHT, NOR DID HE KNOW THE 

FLIGHT NUMBER, BUT STATED THAT THE FLIGHT DEPARTED GLASGOW 

AIRPORT IN SCOTLAND AT AROUND 2:00 PM OR 3:00 PM ON 
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• (11'31;1995) • 
. FEDERAL BURIEAU OF BNVEST&GATDON 

Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: Nati~~l Security 
New yrk 

.,, 

From: Phoenix 
Squad 5 
conta : 

Approved By: 

Attn: 
Attn: 

Drafted By: 

case ID#: 265A 
... /51 

Y-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
Explosion of TWA Flight 800 
July 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 
00:NY 

Date: 08/19/1997 

ssAI I 
SSA~l _____ ___.lsquaa ~~o 

602-650-3093 

sloh 

b6 
b7C 

sis: Provides summary of 08/19/1997 interview of! b6 
a U.S. person and retired Senior Army Officer. b7c 

i'------,.-r_e_c_e_n---y~ returned from a one year stay in Bosnia and 
e ieves,. based on experiences in Bosnia, that TWA Flight 800 may 

be related to the Islamic celebratioB and tradition surrounding 
the birth of Prophet Muhammad. 

Reference: 265A-NY-259028 Serial lS74 

Details: On 07/22/1997, ~----------,---~contacted the 
Phoenix Division of the Federal Bureau of Investi ation (FBI) 
requesting that be contacted 
·n Bosnia. was interviewed by SA ~1-----~ 

and such was reported in above referenced serial. 

.-------=-A~f~t~e~r his recent return to the United State~,~1--...,.....~ I !contacted Phoenix FBI requesting.that an agent 
contact him reqarding information on TWA Flight 800. on ___ _ 
08/18/1997, SA l~--...,......,,---___,,,,_...,,....----~lmade contact with~I ___ ~ 

-and set a meeting_ti~~ and p1ace. 

On 08/19/1997, 7:15 a.m.,~I __ ____.I met SA ~I __ ____.lat 
Phoenix FBI and stated the following: 

After ears in the us Arm, retired 
in 

b 
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, • -( --·------------------

While in Bosnia,! !developed several close 
professional relationships~'-~-"""!"""--------.,......-------~ I I On one occasion in Garazde, Bosnia, 07/17/1997, 

f was invited to a festival in c·elebration of the birth of 
Prophet Muhammad. I !was led to believe that this 
celebration took place every year. At the celebration,! 

l !explained the celebration to~l.!.J,, ____ ja_s_a____. 
time when the Muslim women come forward for revenge for the 
deaths of husbands, sons and fathers. l !went on to 
explain that this was the day that the M~slim ::cccn 2acc fcr~arj 
for atonement, i.e., satisfaction given for wrongdoing or injury. 

j j made comments that ledj jto believe that some 
of the Muslims-' best fighters were women seeking revenge. 

After the celebration,! lwas listening to Cable 
News Network (CNN) and realized that 07/17/1997 was the one year 
anniversary of Flight TWA 800 . 

. Shortly aft.er the celebration, I I had a . 
conversation withl labout 
international terrorism. The conversation included generalities 
only and no specifics of TWA 800 or any other event. I I 

._ ___ __,!related to! !that the Americans are always looking 
to Hamas when it is Hizbalt:;;::Ih is responsible·now and in the 
future. [ !told that a device often used is a 
fuse taken from a grenade wi e spoon held in place b: .a 
rubber band. The fuse can be placed in a gas tank I I was 
using an automobile as an example) with the gas eventual y 
weakepjpg t~f rubber band until it breaks, detonating the device. I _described benefits of this device as its small size 
and the little trace of residue left behind. 

I !felt that all above information was relevant and 
significant to TWA 800 because of the date of the tragedy 
coinciding with t::1e Muslim celebration of the birth cf Prcphct 
Muhammad and the fact that such celebration is a time when the 
Muslim women seek revenge for the deaths of husbands, sons and 
fathers.j ! also wanted to express the importance of the FBI 
looking at women as possible suspects, e.g., airline employees, 
ground employees, etc .. 

As stated in referenced serial, all inquiries made on 
..-----------,were negative. 

Descriptive Data: 

Reference 
Name -

Last: 

2 
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.r' . \... 

First:. 
Middle: 

Race: 
Sex: 
DOB: 
Address 

House #: . 
Pre Direction: 
Street Name: 
Street Suffix: 
City: 
State: 
Postal Code: 

Phone: 
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PAGE FClR CE FBlNY 0Cl4 U~CLAS 

RECEIVEt 1C DATE FOR EVIDENCE OF tLECTRICAL ARCl~~. 

ss~ I IRETLR~Eo 1c WAShl~~TC~ AND 1s exP&CTED 

BACK kEONESOAY, SEPTEMRER 25, 1996, IN lKE PORNING. 

SSA!~ __ !ttS LEF1 FCR lRltL TESTIPC~l ANb IS EXPECTED 

eAC~ TUESO~Y, SEPTEMBER 24, 1996, I~ ThE MO~NING. 

ss,1 ~ ---~'IS EXPECTED BACK AT GRUM~A~ SATURDAY, 

o~IT c~!EFI ~ ----~11s EXPEC1ED 1~ l~E NEw YORK 

OlVlSir.~ rCR THE BOEl~G BR!EFlNf ON SEPTEMBER 27, 1996. 
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C051 l"Rl 01669 

CC PlL ~FC ALC CASE3 FR.I~\ 

OE FAINY UC014 i64194~ 

Zl\R UUUl.l 

~ 2019432 SEP 9c 

• 
IMPORTANQ 

AND URGENT·-

FC,,: FRI l\Elft: YORK (265ft-t-:Y•259028-Al (P) (1--46) 

TO CIRECTcn FEI/It~EDIATE, 

ALL FBI FI;LD OFFJCESJifMEDI•lE1 

All LEGAlSJI~,EOIATE/ 

81 

UNCUS 

ClTE: //3540// 

PASS: FSIPQ.FCR SSA~I ______ ___. 

SLB,.r:c1: L1 l'<Sl:B(S); EXPLOSION OF lWA FLlGl-1 800,; _JULY li.t 

.1996; •cl-IT-EID,; oo:NY. 

T~E FCLLCWl~G REPRESENTS• SUM~ARY CF ACTIVITY PERTAINING 

TC SCPTE,B~R 20, 1996. 

AS CF 3:co P.M. ON SEPTEfBER 2C, 1SS6, ThE S~FFOLK COUklY 

~EOICAL EXIMI~ER'S CFFICE REPORTS: 

1CTAL ~JCTI,s RECCVERED: 213 

FBI/DOJ 
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P~GE l~C DE Ftil~Y 0014 L~CLAS 

lCTAL POSITIVE IDS: 

TClAL FCSITIVE IDS ~ITH 

212 

F~MILY NOlIFICATIC~: ~12 

·• 

BCJl QPERATlGNS RESl~ED GN SEPiEMBtP 2C, 19~6. NYfO I 

HAVE RETCRNED TC EAST MORICHES tND IS OPERATIONAL. NYPO II 

~tS NOl PETUR~EC FRCM NEW YORK tSSlGNME~T. E~IDENCE WAS 

TRA~SPCRTED BY PIKE BCAT A~D RECEIVED Al S~lNNECOCK 0~ 

SEPl~MEEQ 19, 1s;6. AS CF 12:oc P.~. lCDAY THE GRAPPLE A~D 

TRE~TON REPC~T hRECKA,E, ~HIC~ kILL BE 1RA~SPORTEO TO 

S~I~NECCCK CN T~E AFTERhCC~ CF SEPTE~BER ZC, lS~E. DIVING 

CPERAiICNS HAVE ALSO RESU~~O. 

GRU~MftN, LO~G ISLAND EVIOE~CE CONTRCL CE~TER CPERATICN 

~EPORTEO: 

I. RECEIPl CF AlRCRAFT kRECKAGE/EVlDENCE: 

fCR TfE DAlE OF SEPTEMBER 19, 1996, C~E (1) ~LOT" OF 

~RECl<A'2F./EVIDENCE WAS RECEl\JEO. IT CCNSlS1£:D CF TWO 

1RUCKLCtCS FRCM S~lNNECOCK. A~CNG lHESE llEMS WERE FUS~LAGE 

PORlICNS, A WING PORllCN, A FUEL PROBE A~O PIECES FROM THE 

CENlF.R FlEl T~NK. 

II. I1E~S OF I~TEREST: 

T~E PCRTlON FRO~ ThE CE~TER hI~G lA~K !S FRCM SPAN WISE 

., 
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PAGE THREE DE FBINY 0014 LNCLAS 

PEAM tl, JLST LEFT CF ThE CENTE~ LI~E. 11 1S APPROXI~ATELY 4' 

X 3 1 • 11 r.oes ~Cl HA~E J GREAT DEAL CF APPARENT CHAR~IhG Ok 

DA~AGEc THE FUEL PROEF AfPEARS TC BE FRCM AN OtTER WING AREA. 

P~TtLLURGICAL ANO CHE,ICAL EXA~lNAlIONS CF ALL D~BKIS SET 

tSIC~ ARE ONGCI~G. 

111. l1EKS OF LEAO \ALUE: 

I~. ITE,s TC BE SEhl TC T~E LAe: 

ITE~ #2 - A BLACK BAC~PACKs ANC IlE~ ~4 - A TAN BAG, ARE 

PEJNG RE-sua,rTTEO TC THE LAB FCR SCA~NlNG ~LECTRCN MICRCSCGPE 

SCT~ CF THESE HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY EXJMINED Al ThE LAB 

FCR CHE~lC~L RESIDUE ONLY, A~D RETURNED TC fRUMM~~. SSA 

____ l~AS DIRECTED THAT T~EY BE SENT EACK DC~N ~OR THE SEM. 

V. ADPINISTRATIVE: 

1PE CVER-PRESSURIZA110~ PRESENlATICN E\ 80ElNG IS 

SC~EO~LEO TO BE EIVEN TO l~E NE~ YORK DIVISION 0~ SEPTEMBER 

21, 1S9, AT 1:20 P.~., I~ T~E io1c•s CO~FERENCE RCCM. 

N1S8 PAS REQLESTED ThAT T~E ao~B lEChS ANO EXPLOSIVES 

EXJMINFRS ftSSlST IN A FROJFCl ASSESSING ALL F~EL PIPI~G 
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. 11.. • • LEAD ( s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

NEW YORK 

AT NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 

Review and ~valuate information contained within 
communication for investigative value on captioned case.-

♦♦ 
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MRI .00054 

00 P12 FBINY CASE3 

DE FBISL #0005 2650154 

ZNR UUUUU 

0 210125Z SEP 96 

• 

FM FBI ST LOUIS {265A-NY-259028) {P) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

FBI NEW YORK/~T,.EL 

BT 

UNCLAS 

SECTION ONE OF THREE SECTIONS 

CITE: //3730// 

• 

PASS: FBIHQ FOR SSA .... I _____ NEW YORK FOR SA .... I __ ....., 

SUBJECT: UNSUB{S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; JULY 17, 

1996; AOT-IT-EID; 00: NEW YORK. 

b6 
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REFERENCE NEW YORK IMMEDIATE TELETYPE TO FBIHQ AND ST. 

: SF.? 2 0 1996 
-- • FBI - NEW YORK 
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PKGE TWO DE FBISL 0005 UNCLAS • 
SOCIAL SECURITY ACCOUNT NO. (SSAN) I -~l ___________ ~L~s-T-. __ L_o_u_I_s_, __ M_o_. __ , 63166, TELEPHONE 

I WHO HAS BEEN EMPLOYED AS A PATROLMAN FOR THE~ 

LOUIS AIRPORT POLICE DEPT,. (SLAPD} FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS, WAS -
CONTACTED ON SEPTEMBER 20, 1996 BY FEDERAL BUREAU OF 

INVESTIGATION (FBI), ST. LOUIS, MO., AND FURNISHED THE 

FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

FOR APPROXIMATELY THE LAST YEAR _I __ ___,IHAS BEEN ASSIGNED 

TO CANINE DUTY WITH THE SLAPD, AND AS SUCH IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 

MAINTAINING THE TRAINING FOR HIS EXPLOSIVES SNIFFING DOG, 

CARLO, ON A DAILY BASIS TO MEET FEDERAL AVIATION 

ADMINISTRATION (FAA) REQUIREMENTS FOR TRAINING AND 

CERTIFICATION. 

ON JUNE 10, 1996, _I ____ lwAs WORKING THE DAY SHIFT AT 

THE ST. LOUIS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AND HAD SOME TIME HE 

WISHED TO DEVOTE TO TRAINING HIS DOG. _l ___ ~IPLACED A CALL 

TO THE MANAGER ON DUTY FOR TRANS WORLD AIRLINES (TWA) LINE 

SERVICE, TO DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT THEY HAD ANY AIRCRAFT 

AVAILABLE ON WHICH I lcouLD CONDUCT SOME TRAINING. 

----~I EXPLAINED THAT IT IS NORMAL PRACTICE TO CONDUCT 

TRAINING WITH THE DOGS ON VIRTUALLY A DAILY BASIS AND PART OF 
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. ,, 
P~GE THREE DE FBISL 0005 UNCLAS • • 
THAT PROCEDURE IS TO TRAIN ON AVAILABLE AIRCRAFT WHENEVER 

POSSIBLE. AFTER CONTACTING THE MANAGER ON DUTY AT 314/429-

9449 .... 1 ___ ..... IWAS TOLD THAT THERE WAS A "WIDE BODY" AVAILABLE 

AT GATE 50 AT THE ST. LOUIS AIRPORT THAT HE COULD USE TO 

CONDUCT THIS TRAINING. ~I ---~ISAID THAT HE DOES NOT RECALL 

SPECIFICALLY TO WHOM HE SPOKE AT TWA OTHER THAN HE WAS THE 

MANAGER ON DUTY IN THE AM OF JUNE 10, 1996. 

_____ lsTATED THAT HE WENT TO THE EXPLOSIVES BUNKER 

MAINTAINED BY THE SLAPD ON AIRPORT GROUNDS TO OBTAIN SEVERAL 

DIFFERENT TYPES OF EXPLOSIVES WITH WHICH HE COULD CONDUCT HIS 

TRAINING ABOARD THE AIRCRAFT. BY WAY OF BACKGROUND, .... ! ___ ____, 

EXPLAINED THAT THIS BUNKER IS MAINTAINED T'O HOUSE EXPLOSIVES 

REFERRED TO AS TRAINING "AIDS." ALL CANINE OFFICERS OF THE 

SLAPD HAVE ACCESS TO THIS BUNKER WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS A SMALL 

WHITE BUILDING CAPABLE OF ACCOMMODATING TWO NORMAL SIZE 

PERSONS WHICH HAS A CONCRETE FLOOR, WOODEN SHELVES INSIDE, AND 

A STEEL DOOR SECURED BY TWO HEAVY-DUTY PADLOCKS. MILITARY 

TYPE EXPLOSIVES STORED THEREIN ARE FURNISHED TO THE SLAPD BY 

THE FAA AND THE COMMERCIAL TYPE EXPLOSIVES STORED IN THE 

BUNKER ARE OBTAINED LOCALLY IN ST. LOUIS. THE CANINE OFFICERS 
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P~GE F~UR DE FBISL 0005 UNCLAS • 
ARE IN AND OUT OF THIS BUNKER ON A DAILY BASIS WHEN THEY NEED 

AIDS TO CONDUCT TRAINING WITH THEIR DOGS. _I ____ ISAID THERE 

ARE EIGHT DIFFERENT TYPES OF EXPLOSIVES STORED IN THE BUNKER. 

EACH OF THESE EIGHT EXPLOSIVES ARE STORED IN INDIVIDUAL "AMMO" 

CANS WHICH HAVE BEEN PAINTED RED AND ARE LABELED "EXPLOSIVES" 

AND ALSO ARE LABELED WITH TYPE OF EXPLOSIVE CONTAINED THEREIN. 

-----~AID THERE ARE FIVE POUNDS OF WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS 

WATER GEL, FIVE POUNDS OF C-4, THIRTY FEET OF DET CORD, FIVE 

ONE-POUND STICKS OF AMMONIA DYNAMITE, FIVE ONE-POUND STICKS OF 

NITRO DYNAMITE, EIGHT SMALL CONTAINERS OF TNT, A ONE-POUND JAR 

OF SODIUM CHLORATE, AND A ONE-POUND JAR OF POTASSIUM CHLORATE 

IN THE BUNKER. ~l ___ __,~EITERATED EACH OF THE EXPLOSIVES IS 

i STORED IN A SEPARATE AMMO CAN WITHIN THE BUNKER. • IN ADDITION 

TO THESE EXPLOSIVES, EACH CANINE OFFICER HAS ACCESS TO A CAN 

OF SMOKELESS POWDER WHICH THEY MAINTAIN IN THE TRUNK OF THEIR 

PATROL CAR. IN ADDITION TO THESE EIGHT AMMO CANS THERE ARE 

1 OTHER WOODEN CRATES AND AMMO CANS STORED IN THE BUNKER WHICH 

HAVE BEEN USED TO STORE PREVIOUS EXPLOSIVES BUT ARE NOT NOW 

BEING USED FOR SUCH STORAGE. ~l ___ __,IBELIEVES THAT THE DET 

CORD AND C-4 ARE THE EXPLOSIVES OBTAINED FROM THE MILITARY AND 

FURNISHED TO THE SLAPD BY THE FAA. THE REST OF THE COMMERCIAL 
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EXPLOSIVES ARE OBTAINED LOCALLY FROM SOURCES IN ST. LOUIS AND 

ARE EXCHANGED FOR FRESH EXPLOSIVES EVERY THREE MONTHS. 

ON JUNE 10, 1996, AFTER LEARNING THAT THERE WAS A "WIDE 

BODY" AIRCRAFT AVAILABLE FOR TRAINING, .... I ___ .... I WAS 

PARTICULARLY ENTHUSED AS IT WAS RARE THAT A "WIDE BODY" BECAME 

AVAILABLE FOR THEIR USE. ._ ___ I PROCEEDED TO THE EXPLOSIVES 

BUNKER WHERE HE REMOVED THE AMMO BOXES CONTAINING THE WATER 

GEL, C-4, DET CORD, AND AMMONIA DYNAMITE FROM THE BUNKER AND 

PLACED THEM IN THE TRUNK OF HIS PATROL CAR STILL IN THE AMMO 

CAN CONTAINERS. ALSO IN THE TRUNK OF HIS PATROL CAR WAS THE 

SMOKELESS POWDER MAKING A TOTAL OF FIVE SEPARATE EXPLOSIVES 

THATI IINTENDED TO usE IN THE TRAINING/CERTIFICATION. 

EXER~ISE. I !SAID IT IS HIS HABIT TO PHYSICALLY ENTER 

THE BUNKER WHEN REMOVING EXPLOSIVES FOR THE AFORESTATED 

PURPOSES. L-----~LD~O~G~,-..c~A~R~L~P, DID NOT ACCOMPANY HIM INTO 

THE BUNKER BUT REMAINED IN THE CAR. _I ____ ,OPINED THAT THE 

EXPLOSIVES BUNKER WOULD VERY LIKELY CONTAIN RESIDUE OF 

NUMEROUS OF THE AFOREMENTIONED EXPLOSIVES AS THEY ARE BEING 

TAKEN IN AND OUT OF THE BUNKER ON VIRTUALLY A DAILY BASIS. 

_____ ISAID AS HE WAS WORKING THE DAY SHIFT THAT DAY HE 
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WHITE WRAPPER. 

A DIAGRAM OF THE INTERIOR OF A BOEING 74-7-100 WAS 

OBTAINED AND~I ____ !INDICATED ON THE DIAGRAM THE APPROXIMATE 

LOCATIONS.WHERE HE PLACED THE EXPLOSIVES. _I ____ IALSO 

FURNISHED A HANDWRITTEN COPY OF HIS ORIGINAL TRAINING RECORD 

FOR HIS DOG FROM WHICH THE COMPUTER GENERATED REPORT ALREADY 

IN THE POSSESSION OF THE FBI WAS GENERATED. 

FINALLY,! jINDICATED THAT WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE 

SMOKELESS POWDER THE OTHER EXPLOSIVES INVOLVED IN THE EXERCISE 

HAVE EITHER BEEN REPLACED BY THE FAA (C-4 AND DET CORD) OR 

EXCHANGED LOCALLY FOR FRESH MATERIAL SINCE THE EXERCISE WAS 

CONDUCTED. _I ----IWILL INSTITUTE ATTEMPTS WITH HIS SUPERIORS 

TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE C-4, DET CORD OR OTHER MATERIALS CAN 

BE RETRIEVED. 

_____ lcoNCLUDED BY SAYING THAT HE WAS THE ONLY PERSON 

INVOLVED IN THE EXERCISE AND THE ABOVE DESCRIBED AREAS WERE 

THE ONLY ONES HE ENTERED IN THE AIRCRAFT. 

BT 
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FM FBI ST LOUIS (265A-NY-259028) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

FBI NEW YORK/IMMEDIATE/ 

I BT 

UNCLAS 

SECTION TWO OF THREE SECTIONS 

CITE: //3730// 

PASS: FBIHQ FOR SSA~I ____ ___,I NEW YORK FOR SAi __ ____, 

, SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; JULY 17, 

1996; AOT-IT-EID; 00: NEW YORK. 

TEXT CONTINUES: 

THEN WENT BACK DOWN TO HIS PATROL CAR TO BRING THE EXPLOSIVES 

ONTO THE AIRCRAFT. ___ ___.I BELIEVES HE PROBABLY MADE TWO 

TRIPS TO CARRY THE FIVE CANS AND HIS CLIPBOARD ONTO THE 
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• P~GE TWO DE FBISL 0006 UNCLAS • 
AIRCRAFT. AFTER BRINGING THE FOUR AMMO CANS AND THE SMOKELESS 

POWDER ABOARD THE AIRCRAFT HE PLACED THEM ON THE COUNTER IN 

THE GALLEY JUST INSIDE THE MAIN ENTRY DOOR TO THE AIRCRAFT. 

,.._ ___ ~IT~EN PROCEEDED TO PLACE THE EXPLOSIVES AROUND THE 

INSIDE OF THE AIRCRAFT FOR THE TRAINING/CERTIFICATION 

EXERCISE. 

,.._-----~~IRST CARRIED THE CAN OF SMOKELESS POWDER FORWARD 

TO THE FIRST CLASS SECTION OF THE AIRCRAFT TO ROW 2 SEAT 2 

WHERE HE UNSCREWED THE CAP ON THE CAN AND PLACED THE CAN ON 

ITS SIDE INSIDE THE CENTER ARM-REST IN ROW 2. ~I ---~IALSO 

PLACED THE CAP FROM THE POWDER CAN IN THE ARM-REST. 

OPINED IT IS VERY POSSIBLE THAT SOME SMALL AMOUNT OF THE 

SMOKELESS POWDER COULD HAVE BEEN SPILLED IN THIS PROCESS AS 

THE CAN WAS LAID ON ITS SIDE TO ALLOW~I ---~ITO CLOSE THE 

ARM-REST LID. _l ___ ___,ITHEN RETURNED TO THE GALLEY WHERE HE 

PICKED UP THE AMMO CAN CONTAINING THE WATER GEL . 

._ ____ lcARRIED THE WATER GEL AMMO CAN UP THE SPIRAL 

STAIRCASE TO THE UPPER LEVEL OF FIRST CLASS WHERE HE WALKED TO 

THE REAR END OF THE AISLE AND LOCATED A TALL, NARROW 

CLOSET/STORAGE BIN, PROBABLY USED FOR HANGING GARMENT BAGS. 

___ ____.I PLACED THE AMMO CAN ON THE FLOOR, OPENED IT, PUT ON A 
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• PAGE TH.REE DE FBISL 0006 UNCLAS • 
GLOVE CONTAINED IN THE CAN FOR HANDLING THE EXPLOSIVES, AND 

PLACED ONE OF THE WATER GEL "SAUSAGE LIKE" EXPLOSIVE PACKAGES 

ON END INSIDE THIS NARROW CLOSET AND CLOSED THE DOOR. 

EXPLAINErr THAT HE USED THE GLOVE IN ORDER TO PREVENT 

CONTAMINATION OF THE EXPLOSIVE WITH HIS OWN SCENT OR CROSS­

CONTAMINATION OF THE SCENT FROM ONE EXPLOSIVE TO ANOTHER, BOTH 

OF WHICH EVENTUALITIES MAY CAUSE THE DOG TO HIT ON AN 

ERRONEOUS SCENT. ,____ __ ____,ICLOSED THE AMMO CAN AND RETURNED IT 

TO THE GALLEY WHERE HE OBTAINED THE AMMO CAN CONTAINING THE C-

4 . 

._ ____ ~lcARRIED THE c-4 AMMO CAN To Row 10, SEAT 9 IN THE 

CABIN TO THE REAR OF THE GALLEY. _I ----I PLACED THE AMMO CAN 

ON THE SEAT, OPENED IT, AND REMOVED ONE OF THE 1.4 POUND 

BLOCKS OF C-4 AND PLACED IT IN THE POUCH ON THE BACK OF THE 

BACKREST OF ROW 10, SEAT 9. ,____ __ ____,IAGAIN USED A GLOVE 

CONTAINED INSIDE THE AMMO CAN TO HANDLE THE c-4. _I ___ -lsAID 

THIS C-4 WAS COVERED WITH A THIN COVERING OF CLEAR CELLOPHANE 

TYPE MATERIAL WHICH ALLOWED THE MILITARY TYPE MARKINGS ON THE 

BLOCK TO BE CLEARLY VISIBLE._! ___ ____,!DESCRIBED THE COVERING 

AS IN POOR CONDITION, ALLOWING SOME OF THE ACTUAL EXPLOSIVE TO 
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BE EXPOSED. I !RETURNED TO THE~GALLEY WITH THE C-4 AMMO 

CAN AND PLACED IT BACK ON THE COUNTER. 

_____ ITHEN PICKED UP THE AMMO CAN CONTAINING THE DET 

CORD AND PROCEEDED TO ROW 20 IN THE MAIN CABIN OF THE 

AIRCRAFT. I I BELIEVES HE WENT TO THE SIDE OF THE 

AIRCRAFT OPPOSITE THE LOCATION WHERE HE PLACED THE C-4 AS IT 

IS HIS PRACTICE TO PLACE THE EXPLOSIVES IN A ZIG-ZAG PATTERN 

WITHIN THE AIRCRAFT. ~I ____ I BELIEVES HE PLACED THE AMMO CAN 

ON THE FLOOR IN THE AISLE AND REMOVED THE DET CORD AGAIN USING 

A GLOVE._I ____ IDESCRIBED THIS DET CORD AS A THIRTY-FOOT 

PIECE IN EXTREMELY POOR CONDITION WITH CRACKS EVERY FEW 

INCHES, ALTHOUGH IT WAS STILL IN ONE PIECE .. ~1 ___ ___.l~AID THE 

AMMO CAN CONTAINED QUITE A BIT OF POWDER FROM THE DET CORD AND 

HE FELT IF ONE WERE TO WAVE IT IN THE AIR IT WOULD CREATE A 

VISIBLE CLOUD OF POWDER. THE DET CORD WAS PLACED IN AN 

OVERHEAD COMPARTMENT IN ROW 20, POSSIBLY ON THE SIDE OF THE 

AIRCRAFT OPPOSITE THE LOCATION OF THE c-4. I lcLOSED THE 

OVERHEAD COMPARTMENT AND THE AMMO CAN AND RETURNED TO THE 

GALLEY WHERE HE PLACED THE AMMO CAN BACK ON THE COUNTER. 

____ ITHEN PICKED UP THE AMMO CAN CONTAINING THE AMMONIA 

DYNAMITE. 

L_ -
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..__ ____ lcARRIED THE AMMONIA DYNAMITE AMMO CAN To AN 

EMERGENCY EXIT DOOR WHICH HE BELIEVES WAS OVER THE WING ON THE 

SAME SIDE OF THE AIRCRAFT AS HE PLACED THE C-4. THIS DOOR WAS 

LABELED ll'PRE" ..... I ___ .... I REMOVED ONE STICK OF AMMONIA DYNAMITE, 

AGAIN USING A GLOVE FROM THE AMMO CAN, AND PLACED IT ON THE 

FLOOR NEAR THE DOOR, PARTIALLY CONCEALED IN SOME SORT OF 

GROOVE IN THE FLOORING ..... 1 ----~HEN CLOSED THE AMMO CAN AND 

RETURNED TO THE GALLEY WHERE HE PLACED THE CAN ON THE COUNTER. 

,.._ ___ ___,ISAID HE WAS THEN REQUIRED ACCORDING TO FAA 

REGULATIONS TO WAIT THIRTY MINUTES FROM THE PLACEMENT OF THE 

FIRST EXPLOSIVE, WHICH WAS AT 10:45 AM, BEFORE HE COULD 

COMMENCE THE TRAINING/CERTIFICATION EXERCISE WITH THE DOG, 

CARLO, WHO HAD BEEN I~ THE PATROL CAR DURING THE TIMEI .... ___ _ 

WAS PLACING THE EXPLOSIVES. AT 11:15 AM, ACCORDING TO 

,___ ___ ____,IREPORT, HE BEGAN THE EXERCISE BY BRINGING THE DOG 

INTO THE AIRCRAFT AND WORKING HIM THROUGH THE THREE AREAS OF 

THE AIRCRAFT WHERE THE EXPLOSIVES WERE PLACED. OVER A FIFTEEN 

MINUTE PERIOD THE DOG LOCATED ALL FIVE EXPLOSIVES AND WAS THEN 

RETURNED TO THE PATROL CAR. 

,__ __ ____,!THEN REMOVED THE EXPLOSIVES FROM THE AIRCRAFT IN 
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• PAGE ~\x DE FBISL 0006 UNCLAS • .. 
THE SAME ORDER WHICH THEY WERE PLACED, USING THE GALLEY AS THE 

CENTER OF HIS MOVEMENTS. AT NO TIME DIDI I ENTER ANY 

OTHER AREAS OF THE AIRCRAFT OTHER THAN THOSE DESCRIBED ABOVE . 

...._ __ ____.lw~s SPECIFICALLY ASKED WHETHER HE ENTERED ANY CARGO 

AREAS AND HE STATED THAT HE DID NOT . .... 1 ___ .... !RETURNED THE 

EXPLOSIVES TO THE BUNKER UPON COMPLETION OF HIS 

TRAINING/CERTIFICATION EXERCISE. 

FOR INFORMATION, .... ! ___ .... I EXPLAINED THAT THE USED THE 

GALLEY COUNTER AS A POINT OF OPERATION FOR THIS EXERCISE SO 

THAT HE COULD KEEP THE AMMO CANS HIGH ENOUGH FROM THE FLOOR TO 

PREVENT THE DOG FROM SNIFFING THE CANS AS THE DOG WILL SNIFF 

LOW UNLESS TOLD TO SNIFF HIGH. FURTHER,~l ___ ____,pESCRIBED THE 

! SMOKELESS POWDER AS A 16-OUNCE GREEN CAN LABELED 11 IMR4320 

FORMERLY SUPPLIED BY DUPONT. .. ....1 ___ .... I PRODUCED THE CAN OF 

SMOKELESS POWDER WHICH WAS USED IN THE AFOREMENTIONED 

EXERCISE WHICH WAS PRESERVED BY THE INTERVIEWING AGENTS FOR 

EVIDENCE. ~I ---~!DESCRIBED THE AMMONIA DYNAMITE AS 

CYLINDRICAL, APPROXIMATELY TWO INCHES IN DIAMETER AND FIVE TO 

BT 
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WAS WEARING HIS STANDARD POLICE TYPE UNIFORM CONSISTING OF A 

SHORT-SLEEVED LI~HT ~LUE SHIRT, DARK BLUE PANTS, LEATHER BOOTS 

EXTENDING ABOVE THE ANKLE WITH A BRAND LABEL GORTEX ON THEM, 

HIS .SAM BROWNE BELT CONTAINING A HOLSTER WITH HIS NINE 

MILLIMETER BERETTA SEMI-AUTOMATIC PISTOL, HANDCUFFS, A WALKIE­

TALKIE RADIO, A BEEPER, TWO LOADED MAGAZINES FOR.HIS PISTOL, 

AND A DOG REWARD "KONG. II I lwAs NOT WEARING A HAT. 

AFTER RETRIEVING THE EXPLOSIVES I I PROCEEDED IN HIS 

PATROL CAR TO GATE 50 AT THE ST. LOUI~ AIRPORT WHERE HE IN 

. F.f'i<;:T LOCATED A 7 4 7 "WIDE BODY" AIRCRAFT .1 .... ____ IMADE. NO 
,. . 

NOTATIO~S REGARDING IDENTIFYING NUMBERS FROM THE AIRCRAFT, -AS 

THIS WAS NOT HIS POLICY. l~----1 PARKED HIS VEHICLE AT THE 
. 

BASE OF THE STAIRWAY AT THE OUTSIDE OF THE JETWAY AND 

PROCEEDED UP THE OUTSIDE JETWAY STAIRWAY AND ENTERED THE 

AIRCRAFT. ON ENTERING THE AIRCRAFT .... l ___ ~IDETERMINED THAT 

THE ELECT.RIC .POWER WAS ·oN AS THE CABIN WAS LIGH.TED AND HE HAD 

NO DIFFICULTY FINDING HIS ~AY AROVND. ·1 .... ----IALSO DETERMINED 

THAT THERE WAS NO ONE ELSE PRESENr IN THE AIRCRAFT. 
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Lead Number 1589 

.-----1 I w~h-i_t_e __________ _ 
..,s"""o_c.....,.i-a"'"'l---.s"""e_c_u_r ... i"""t-""'N,.,,...u-m ... b__.e r 

7/30/96 

date of birtcg 
residing at 

ephone number 
was advised of the identity interviewing agent 

..,a_n_.....,..._e-n"""ature of the interview. I !was interviewed at her 
residence regarding what she witnessed on July 17, 1996, at Long 
Island, New York. l !advised the following: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 4:38 p.m., I __ ......,. __ 
was on the Mobay (Phonetic) section of Long Island Beach, New 
York. I !had just looked at her watch and noted it was 8:37 
p.m. when she noticed an aircraft climbing in the sky traveling 
from her right to her left. I !advised that she has a 
tendency to observe airplanes when she is outside. I I 

advised that the sun was setting behind her as she was watching 
the aircraft. I !noticed that the aircraft appeared to level 
off. I !thought that the aircraft was too low of an altitude 
to be levfli:gt~ff at the time. While keeping her eyes on the 
aircraft, observed a "red streak" moving up from the 
ground towar e aircraft at an approximate 45 degree angle. 
The "red streak" was leaving a light gray colored smoke trail. 
The "red streak" went past the right side and above the aircraft 
before arcking back toward the aircrafts right wing. I I 
described the arch's shape as resembling an upside down Nike 
"swoosh" logo. I I advised that her perception of the length 
of the smoke trail was 15 feet. The smoke trail was narrow 
initially and widened as it approached the aircraft. 

I linitially th!ught fomeone had set of a flair and 
commented_s_a_m_e-... t"""o her friends and! !of Long 
Island. I !never took her eyes off the aircraft during this 
entire time. 

At the instant the smoke trail ended at the aircrafts 
right wing, I !heard a loud sharp noise which sounded like a 
firecracker had Just exploded at her feet. I !then observed 
a fire at the aircraft followed by one or two secondary 
explosions which had a deeper sound. 

7/20/96 Madison, NC 265A-NY-259028 Sub302 

SA .... I _____ ...,bgb 7/25/96 
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265A-NY-259028 Sub302 

7/20/96 

r !observed the front of the aircraft separate from 
the back.~ I then observed burning pieces of debree falling 
from the aircraft . 

.__..,...._.I advised that she was in New York City from July 
10, 1996, until July 18, 1996, when she returned to her North 
Carolina residence. 
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.__ __ ___,PWG 

.------=On...._J-u=l-y......._,20, 1996, I I 
,_ _______ .......,_ ...... !Telephone number I Date of Birth 

I was interviewed at nis home. ArLer being advised 
~o-r ........ L-n_e ___ i_d_e-n-t_i_t_y~ of the interviewing Agents and the nature of the 
interview,~! ___ __,!provided the following information. 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30PM, while 
working as a I !he saw a 
red "flare like" fire in the sky. The fire split into two pieces 
and fell. I I heard no sound associated with the events. I ldid not recall any unusual activity either coming or 
going in the last several weeks. There were no transient 
dockings on July 17, 1996. 

7/20/96 Shirley, New York 
265A-NY-259028 

SA I I (ATF) ~ DET. I SA~l------------j (CB:me~g-)---~ 
(SCPD), 

7/25/96 
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X 

FM FBI CHARLOTTE (265A-NY-259028) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/II'1MEDIATE/ 

FBI NEW YORK (265A-NY-259028)/II'1MEDIATE/ 

BT 

S E C K E T 

CITE: //3140// 

PASS: NEW YORK COI'1MAND POST. 

IJECLI.SSIFICATIOO AUTHJB.rTY DERIVED i"RCIII: 
:r:BI AU'i'CMA'J'IC Dl!:CLASSil'ICA'l''ICH GUIDP: 

Ill:Tli 04-05-2018 BY; ... I ___ _, 

7/20/96 

X 

SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800, TWENTY MILES 

SOUTHEAST OF HAMPTON, NEW YORK; 7/17/96; AOT-IT-EOD; 00: NEW 

YORK. 

REFERENCE LEAD 1589; NEW YORK TELETYPE TO CHARLOTTE, 

7/20/96, AND TELCALL BETWEEN SA_l ______ __,I CHARLOTTE 
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2 65A-NY-1 .... _____ ____,bphone Number: .... ! ____ _. 4.29.97 

Without further questions or comments, the interview was terminated. 
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WAS NARROW INITIALLY AND WIDENED AS IT APPROACHED THE 

AIRCRAFT . 

._ __ -!INITIALLY THOUGHT SOMEONE HAD SET OFF A FLARE AND 

COMMENTED SAME TO HER FRIENDS! !AND! !OF 

LONG ISLAND. I !NEVER TOOK HER EYES OFF THE AIRCRAFT 

DURING THIS TIME. 

AT THE INSTANT THE SMOKE TRAIL ENDED AT THE AIRCRAFT'S 

RIGHT WING, I I HEARD A LOUD SHARP NOISE WHICH SOUNDED LIKE 

A FIRECRACKER HAD JUST EXPLODED AT HER FEET. I ITHEN 

OBSERVED FIRE AT THE AIRCRAFT FOLLOWED BY ONE OR TWO SECONDARY 

EXPLOSIONS WHICH HAD A DEEPER SOUND. 

____ ITHEN OBSERVED THE FRONT OF THE AIRCRAFT SEPARATE 

FROM THE BACK. I ITHEN OBSERVED BURNING PIECES OF DEBRIS 

FALLING FROM THE AIRCRAFT. 

____ lwAs UNABLE To PROVIDE A TELEPHONE NUMBER OR 

ADDRESS FOR HER FRIENDsl loRI !EXCEPT To SAY 

THAT THEY ARE RESIDENTS OF LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK AND THAT THEY 

DO NOT WANT TO BE INVOLVED. 
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____ lwAs IN NEW YORK CITY FROM 7/10/96 UNTIL 7/18/96, 

WHEN SHE RETURNED TO HER NORTH CAROLINA RESIDENCE. _I ---­
ADVISED THAT DUE TO HER FRIEND'S RELUCTANCE TO COOPERATE, SHE 

HERSELF DELAYED CONTACTING ANYONE UNTIL LATE 7/19/96, WHEN SHE 

CALLED TWA. WHILE IN NEW YORK CITY, _I ___ IWAS STAYING WITH 

WHO RESIDES IN BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. ____________ .... 
____ lsTATED THATl ____ lwAs NOT PRESENT ON THE BEACH AT THE 

TIME OF THE EXPLOSION. lsTATEDI IDoEs NOT HAVE A 

TELEPHONE AND HAS JUST MOVED HIS RESIDENCE AND THAT SHE DOES 

NOT HAVE THE NEW ADDRESS. ACCORDING TO 

CHARLOTTE WILL DOCUMENT VIA FD-302 AND FORWARD RESULTS TO 

NEW YORK CITY. 

CLASSIFIED gyl 

BT 
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.1.1..L Itll"ClBMATIOO Clli'TAINED 
BP:R1!:IN IS UNCLASSU'IJ!:D 
DATE, 04-D5-2C1S BY1.-----,1ADG 4.30.97 

On Tuesday, April 29, 1997,I lwas interviewed at her 
residence by representatives of the Federal Bureau of Investigation's New York Office. 
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing agents, as well as the nature of the 
interview,[ !voluntarily provided the information set forth below. 

I I stated that she was a witness to a number of the events 
surrounding the explos10n and crash of Trans World Airways (TWA) Flight 800, during 
the early evening hours of July 17, 1996. She stated that she was in the New York area 
on vacation and had been on Lont Beach Island (New York) earlier that evening for 
dinner. After dinner,! and two friends (not identified) drove to the beach near 
the Moriches Inlet, in Center Moriches, New York. She added that at some time earlier 
in the evening, she had consumed two (2) "Long Island Iced Tea" cocktails, but that she 
did not feel inebriated at the time she made the observations described herein. 

According to I I after arriving at the beach, she removed her shoes 
and walked down to the water line where she enjoyed the ocean for a while. She stated 
that at some point during the time when she was near the water, her attention was drawn 
to an aircraft that was flying from her right [West] to her left [East]. She added that she 
had previously been involved in the travel industry and had since then been interested in 
travel and flying. I lstated that during the course of her observations, the 
aircraft appeared to be flying routinely. She added that it appeared to be leveling off at 
an unknown altitude. I !attributed this to the pressurization process. She then 
described the aircraft as it appeared to ascend for approximately ten (10) seconds. Once 
againJ I stated that s~e t~ought that this was all routine and attributed the 
plane s movements to pressunzat10n. 

According td lat approximately this time, she noticed what 
appeared to be a "contrail" which appeared to be coming from an object which was flying 
toward the plane which she had been watching. This "object" approached the aircraft 
from behind. I !described this "contrail" as an elongated trail which had three 
(3) distinct sections. These included a "greyish-white" tail, a center which appeared 
"pinkish" in hue, and a leading edge (the point on the object which was furthest left). 

___ __.lwent on to liken this contrail as resembling an inverted "Nike" symbol which 
closed in from behind the aircraft, rose above the path of the aircraft, then dropped down 
and intercepted the aircraft. 

According tol I within several seconds of the object hitting the 
aircraft, but not more than five seconds, she saw what appeared to be a small explosion, 

4.29.97 Brooklyn, New York 

265A-NY-259028 

~~I __________ _ 
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~rulr~~,____ ____ ____.reously with her hearing a small "p6p.2 9 She added that 2 

several seconds later, she heard a "very large explosion." I !stated that she does 
not remember having felt the concussion of any of the explosions. 

___ __.I stated that to the best of her recollection, the "object" hit the 
aircraft in the vicinity of where one of the wings (she could not recall which of the wings) 
joined the fuselage. When asked to estimate the distance at which this event took place, 

I !stated that if a person were to place one hand on top of another length-wise, 
the event took place at an elevation of five and one half ( 5 ½) to six ( 6) hands off of the 
horizon at her arm's length. She estimated the distance between the first and second 
explosions at approximately one and one half (1 ½) hands, again at her arm's length. 
Regarding the relative distance over which this event took place,I !described 
( and sketched) the series of events (beginning with her first observing the aircraft up until 
the point at which the second larger explosion took place) as taking place over an area of 
approximately seventy degrees (70°). She then went on to divide this seventy degree 
panorama as follows: she described her first observations of the aircraft (i.e. when the 
plane appeared to be ascending) as covering approximately fifteen degrees (15°) of the 
distance. She then stated that it was as the aircraft covered the next thirty five degrees 
(35°) that the object which she described as trailing a contrail, approached the plane from 
behind and impacted with the aircraft. I I stated that the final twenty degrees 
(20°) of her view involved the distance between the first, smaller explosion and the 
second, larger explosion. She added that after the plane had covered this distance, it was 
no longer flying, and had begun falling toward the surface of the water. 

I lthen went on to describe the falling detritus of the aircraft as 
resembling a meteor as 1t fell. She added ( and sketched) that the front of the aircraft 
appeared to be burning as it fell toward the ocean, but not the cockpit. 

I lwas then asked if she had any opinion about what it was that she 
observed that evening. She replied that she believed that she witnessed a missile, which 
had been fired from a boat which was located somewhere on the Atlantic Ocean. 

The following descriptive information regarding._! ______ ____,lwas 
developed through interview and observation: 

Date ofBirth:I _____ _, 

Place of Birth: 

Social Security Account Number (SSAN):I....__ ___ ..., 

Address: I r-1 ___________ ..... 
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APAGE 2 265A-NY-259028 BE CR ET 

DIVISION, GREENSBORO RA AND SA_I _____ I NEW YORK COMMAND 

POST, 7 / 2 0 / 9 6. 

ON 7/20/96, 

TELEPHONE WAS INTERVIEWED AT HER RESIDENCE 

REGARDING WHAT SHE WITNESSED ON 7/17/96, AT LONG ISLAND, NEW 

YORK. _I __ ____,!ADVISED THE FOLLOWING: 

ON 7/17/96, AT APPROXIMATELY 8:37 P.M., _I ___ IWAS ON THE 

MOBAY (PHONETIC) SECTION OF LONG ISLAND BEACH, NEW YORK, WHEN 

SHE OBSERVED AN AIRCRAFT CLIMBING IN THE SKY TRAVELING FROM 

HER RIGHT TO HER LEFT. _I ___ !ADVISED THAT THE SUN WAS 

SETTING BEHIND HER. WHILE KEEPING HER EYES ON THE AIRCRAFT, 

SHE OBSERVED A "RED STREAK" MOVING UP FROM THE GROUND TOWARD 

THE AIRCRAFT AT AN APPROXIMATELY A 45 DEGREE ANGLE. THE "RED 

STREAK" WAS LEAVING A LIGHT GRAY COLORED SMOKE TRAIL. THE 

"RED STREAK" WENT PASSED THE RIGHT SIDE AND ABOVE THE AIRCRAFT 

BEFORE ARCKING BACK TOWARD THE AIRCRAFT'S RIGHT WING. 

DESCRIBED THE ARCK'S SHAPE AS RESEMBLING AN UPSIDE DOWN NIKE 

SWOOSH LOGO. THE SMOKE TRAIL, WHICH WAS LIGHT GRAY IN COLOR, 
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PAGE TWO DE FBINY 0001 UNCLAS 

AS A CRIMINAL MATTER. MOST INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED BY 

FIELD OFFICES, AT THIS POINT, IS NOT CLASSIFIED AND CAN BE 

REPORTED IN AN UNCLASSIFIED MANNER. 

WITH THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ACS SYSTEM, COMMUNICATIONS 

BEING SENT OU~ BY OTHER FIELD DIVISIONS AND LEGATS IS 

AUTOMATICALLY SERIALIZED INTO THE MAIN FILE OF CAPTIONED 

MATTER. FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES, NEW YORK HAS DESIGNATED 

SUB B OF CAPTIONED INVESTIGATION TO MAINTAIN ALL INCOMING 

COMMUNICATIONS. RECEIVING OFFICES ARE REQUESTED TO SERIALIZE 

ANY FUTURE UNCLASSIFIED COMMUNICATIONS BEING SENT TO NEW YORK 

UNDER SUB B FOR THE NEW YORK COPY. 

NEW YORK HAS SET UP A SUB E TO HANDLE CLASSIFIED 

MATERIAL. COMMUNICATIONS CONTAINING CLASSIFIED MATERIAL 

SHOULD BE SERIALIZED UNDER SUB E FOR THE NEW YORK COPY. 

DUE TO THE EXTENSIVE VOLUME OF MAIL BEING RECEIVED AND 

INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED, COMPLIANCE WITH THE ABOVE WOULD 

GREATLY FACILITATE ADMINISTRATIVE HANDLING OF COMMUNICATIONS. 
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00 P12 AFO FBIWMFO ALO CASE3 FBINY 

~E FBINY #0001 2020112 

ZNR UUUUU 

:) 2000412 JUL 96 

f).e:f ,;#- ,::HfFb 77J 71/9µ!;. 

~ 
PM FBI NEW YORK (265A-NY-259028) (P) ( I-46) 

ro DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ ~----­!\LL FBI FIELD OFFICE~___,,) 

!\LL LEGATS/IMMEDIATE/ 

3T 

JNCLAS 

:ITE: / /3540/ / 

;UBJECT: CHANGED. 

.7, 1996; AOT-IT-EID; 00: NY. 

TITLE MARKED "CHANGED" TO DELETE THE LOCATION OF THE 

:VENT. 

RECEIVING OFFICES ARE REQUESTED TO NOT CLASSIFY ANY 

'.OMMUNICATIONS NOT CONTAINING SECRET MATERIAL. CAPTIONED 

NVESTIGATION, IF DEEMED TO BE, IN FACT, A BOMBING OR 

ERRORIST ACT, WILL CONTINUE TO BE INVESTIGATED AND PROSECUTED 

\ 
' 
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