Military Commissions:
ISN 10015 Abd Al Rahim Hussein Muhammed Abdu Al Nashiri
Pretrial Hearings
Week of April 13-17, 2026

Events:

April 14 Commission Hearing

Open sessions for the Nashiri pre-trial hearings week were postponed until Tuesday, April 14, to allow for the defense team to meet with its client and for the judge to discuss anticipated trial procedures including attorney in-person attendance, panel member voir dire, and support personnel needs. 

The Defense’s Motion to postpone trial until January 2027
The defense opened argument on its motion (AE 679Z) for a continuance to postpone the beginning of the trial until January 2027. Defense’s argument for continuance of the trial date featured the timeline of developments since the lead defense counsel joined the case in January 2025, to include:

· Months devoted to hearings
· Time involved in attempted defense meetings with Nashiri
· Illness of the lead defense counsel
· Time spent in reactive versus preparatory posture
· Imminent loss of defense counsel with the most institutional knowledge of the case 

The defense pressed that a delay of less than seven months would meet the bar for an assessment of ineffective assistance of counsel. 

Government Response
The government responded by speculating that the real cause for the request for continuance may be a recent change in the theory of defense. The defense previously relied on statements made by a different detainee that were found to have originated in coercive methods. Further, the government stated that the victim family members have suffered more because of the many continuances, so continued delay is inappropriate.

April 15 Commission Hearing

Defense Motion to Compel Witnesses for Trial 
The defense requested the court to compel the testimony of several defense witnesses at trial, including former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General H. H. Shelton; former Director of the FBI, Louis Freeh; former National Security Advisor, Stephen Hadley; former FBI Supervisory Special Agent James Fitzsimmons; and former FBI Agent Adam Drucker.

The defense and the government also addressed a concern in the timing of conveying Nashiri communications to his defense team on hearing days when he does not attend sessions. 

April 16 and 17, 2026 Commission Hearings

Hearings on these dates were placed in closed session. 

Addendum:
The ruling on defense’s motion to postpone the trial date was posted to the MC.mil website on May 11, 2026, granting the motion, in part, postponing the trial date to October 19, 2026. 

Observations:
Members of the Nashiri defense team appeared visibly agitated while sitting at the defense table during the week. The lead defense counsel spoke with significant emotion several times while arguing for continuance. The lead defense counsel has previously made emotional appeals during argument where there were no visible signs of emotion from the other team members. However, during this week of hearings, all team members exhibited signs of distress, which may indicate the request for continuance was sincere. 

In contrast, Nashiri himself appeared calm and even bored, though he also made free use of the side room where he can observe the proceedings without being in the courtroom. 

Many of the rulings, transcripts, submissions, and exhibits recorded on the MC.mil website for this week of hearings were delayed in being posted for download and examination. The delay was unusual for the Nashiri pre-trial proceedings. 
	
